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Great and Unrequited Love for 


‘Dancer Made Van Deuren a Suicide 


Paris, July 29. 
An unusual triangle situation {fs 
behind the death of Ernest Van 
Deuren, whose overdose of a sleep- 


ing potion was briefly reported in|’ 


“Variety” last week by cable. The 
suspicion of suicide is confirmed 
by the male dancer’s unrequited 
great love for his partner, Edmonde 
Guy, Paris beauty and dancer, 
starred for years at the Palace 
Music-Hall, in Paris, and a favorite 
with European variety patrons. 

The third angle in the triangle 


(Continued on page 92) 


GAMBLING SILLY, 
CLAIMS ACTOR 
AFTER YRS. 


It's silly to gamble, says Ben Blue, 
@m actor, who has been trying it 
himself for 10 years. Especially 
for actors, adds Blue. He is think- 
ing of writing an article why actors 
should not gamble, based on his own 
experience. 

The first and only reason so far 
expressed by Blue why actors 
should not gamble is that they never 
win, also from his own experience. 
Biue Says he has tried everything in 

(Continued on page 74) 


GERMAN MADE CHILD 
BIRTH FILM OVER HERE 


Chicago, July 29. 

Understood here Terry Turner is 
readying this town for the premiere 
of a German made medical film, for 
on only, showing birth of a 
Pas: there it was backed by med- 
<i Societies and women’s clubs. 
fat exploitation idea to be tried 
pret America. Film is the most 
S ever used for pubiic show- 

8, but figured it will get by on 


e 
ducational angle and women-only 
audiences. 


Turtle Race at Fair 


Dallas, July 29. 
— Texas fair to be held at 
n Angelo, Sept. 22-27, will have 
@ turtle race. 
Crawlers will cover course 100 ft. 
- with 3,500 turtles doing the 
unning.” 
— Elrod, manager of the mid- 
= thought he would rig up some 
t of trick affair to set off the 
aa pace of rodeo and horse races 
Gr the yokels 


1Once Free Lender Now 


Garnishees Girl’s Pay 
on Old I. 0. U. Series 


A garnishee order to attach the 
salary of Helen Carrigan, show girl 
in “Vanities,” was to have been re- 
quested in the Municipal Court yes- 
terday (Tuesday) by Lou Randall, 
attorney for Julian Fawkes, mem- 
ber of the Coast company of “Last 
Mile.” 

Fawkes holds a judgment against 
Miss Carrigan, secured last Octo- 
ber, for $180.75. Judgment was is- 
sued for execution with the City 
marshal but the marshal could find 
no property to attach. Randall is 
asking to attach 10% of her salary 

(Continued on page 74) 


Back Yard Opposish 


Denver, July 29. 

Opposition for baby golf courses 
and maybe will help theatres. 

Department store advertises back- 
yard golf courses for $40. Includes, 
ad says, nine gayly lacquered ob- 
stacles, nine tee pins and nine hole 
markers. Space needed, 28x28. 

Must expect you to play solo as 
only one club is included. 

Can be used indoors by purchas- 
ing indoor cups and markers. 


THOSE WHO PAN 
THE 


Placing Picture Producers in 
Unsatisfactory Light Is 
Sure Way Out of Indus- 
try — Casual Statement 
Becomes Exaggerated and 
Fatal—Easterners Offend 
Without Realizing It 


CITY OF WHISPERS 


Hollywood, July 29. 


Fictionized as a cosmopolitan 
community, a haven of advance 
thinkers, a veritable Champs Ely- 
sees for the sophisticates, Holly- 
wood is in reality as smug as a 
Kansas whistle stop. 

A number of things you can’t do 
makes Will Hays’ “Don’t” look like 
the admonitory finger-waggings of 
an indulgent mother. 

A free soul is rare in Hollywood. 

No matter what is to be done, 
the question of who might be of- 
fended is the paramount thought. 
“Oh, you can’t do that” is as often 
heard as “Lousy.” Picture people 
are as touchy as Baptist circuit 
riders. The dignity of the industry 
is their watc.worad., 

A sure way of getting yourself 
out in pictures is to gag ubont a 
producer. If the joke plays up his 

(Continued on page 4) 


Young Boys as Lobby’s 
Chess-Checker Champs 
Make Hit and Unbeaten 


Chicago, July 29. 


Chicago theatre lobby last week 
was a three-ring circus, with a 
fourth ring on the inside, where 
the regular show was on. 

On the main floor of the lobby 
the regular piano-violin team doing 
request, but looking down from the 
mez were a couple of freaks in 
their line. who drew a continuous 
Lgallery of 1,000 to 2,000. 


Just a couple of kids, but they’re 
Sam Reshevsky, the chess wizard, 
and Nathan Rubin, ditto for 
checkers. 


The two youngsters averaged 350 
games a day with patrons, Reshev- 
sky, the better known, getting in 
around 80 games of chess daily 
and playing 10 at a time. He's 
played as many as 20 simultaneous- 
ly. Rubin, eight at a time, 

Boys work before long tables, 
and they’re full most of the time. 
Honor rolls for victors over these 
kids are big sheets on either side 
of the mez, and didn’t get a name 
for their run, 

This no-time-limit act rang the 
bell and was held over for this 
week. The lads are salaried ama- 
teurs and proteges of Julius Rosen- 
wald. 


FUTURE COMMITMENTS FOR 
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SERVICE 


London, July 18. 

London playing baseball. 

London has had its own baseball 
association for years. 

In 1904 the New York Giants and 
the Chicago White Socks came over 
and showed the natives what the 
game was. They went and looked, 
went away-and forgot. 

But before the lads went back, 
they presented their uniforms, spe- 
cially made for the occasion, to an 
American, Charles Muirhead, who, 
having an itching palm for the old 
ball, formed the Anglo-American 
Baseball Association, which has 
been carrying on every Sunday dur- 
ing the summer at the Stamford 
Bridge football ground. 

Americans of the-original team 
still playing are Charlie Muirhead, 
Edmack, Jack Ford and .- Charles 
Brooks. This doesn’t make a game, 
so they stroll around and recruit 


(Continued on page 92) 


TELEVISION FAILS TO 
CATCH ON IN THEATRE 


London, July 29. 

The first public demonstration of 
Baird Television # the Coliseum 
was less successful at the big house 
than it had been at previous press 
and private demonstrations, 

Th. “postage stamp” screen used 
was lacking in size and brilliancy 
to register in so big a space as the 
house. 

The program was made up of 
short flashes of celebrities who an- 
swered questions put by people in 
the audience, 

Publie interest was rather mild. 

Introduction of television made 
no appreciable difference in the 
matinee attendance, which about 
m asured up tc recent averages. 


Circus Gate Secondary 
To Gen. Motor’s Display 


Chicago, July 29. 

Gentry jros. General Motors 
truck show has chucked the idea of 
playing the lots in Chi after a go at 
them in Detroit, where biz was light. 
Instead show is heading into Ohio, 
catching such spots as Springfield, 
Lima, Kent and Ashtabula, 

All are big show stands, but Gen- 
eral Motors is figuring them strong- 
er for the display of trucks than 
money possibilities for the circus, 
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Studios Only Use Voices They Like 
And Stick to the One Clique: 


No New Talent Being Developed 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Not so long ago the picture pro- 
ducers announced a firm resolve to 
junk the star system. Inflated sala- 
ries and monotonous personalities 
were hurting the business, they said. 


Now there’s an even more clan- 
nish group of favored performers— 
those who can register lines. Pro- 
ducers have collected a handful of 
players’ with excellent microphone 
voices and apparently have quit 
looking for more. And, recognizing 


. a break when they see it, the fa- 


vored few are skyrocketing their 
salary demands, confident that no 
one can. be found to replace them— 
for a while, anyway. 

Scripts now, are being cast with 
established . types. the moment 
they're read. If there’s a chance to. 
try some one new in the part, thé 


‘execs suddenly develop astigmatism 


and can’t see the newcomer. It’s 
become very much like the legit 
field ‘in New York. 

A gangster story means certain 
players, no matter who makes it. 
If the player wanted; is under. con- 


tract to another studio, every effor 


is made to borrow,. aneluding exor- 
bitant payment. 
. “We want. Soandso for 
He’s played the same part in six 
pictures and he’s bound to handle 
it right.” Meanwhile theatre audi- 
ences. have seén Soandso in the 
same six pictures. But it takes this 
sort of audience reaction a long time 
to: filter across the desert.' The 
backstage story repeated its death 
rattle in four languages before they 
became convinced. 
. Hardly any new talent is. being 
developed. The pampered handful 
are in, and while they’re in they’re 
milking. 

Just Can’t Miss 
As. one. example, there’s. the actor 
clicking in gargster parts. He got 
$35,000 for eight weeks’ work, which 
isn’t bad. ‘When’ the next picture 


‘came along he figured they needed 


himi plenty, so’ he demanded $60,000 
for five weeks, and got it. Between 
Pictures thereafter he slipped back 
to’ thé’ old home town and bought 
‘an Office building. He knew they 
‘wouldn’t forget him in Hollywood, 
where producers’ thought of his 
name automatically every time an 
underworld ‘story’ came along. 

Directors are becoming ‘leary of 
@tarting q picture without giving 
the important parts to the estab- 
lished few. . They figure that’s. the 
best way to guarantee success, if it 
is expensive. 

What goes for screen credit play- 
ers is also true of extras and bit 
players. For a certain type of work 
every casting director has the same 
individuals in mind and puts in spe- 
cific requests when turning his or- 
‘der over to the Central Casting 
Bureua, 

Until audience or exhib protests 
reach here in decided volume the 
g£olden-voiced players will continue 
to mop up... Nobody wants to take a 
chance on new talent. 


Ralph Graves Writing 


Los Angeles, July 29. 
When his. two-picture contract 
with Columbia expires, Ralph 
raves will move to the Metro lot 
as a writer. 


JUDGMENT AGAINST CRITIC 


Los Angeles, July 29. 

Rugs, furniture and bric-a-brac 
in the home of Welford Beaton, 
picture critic; were ordered sold to 
pay a judgment of $2,500 granted 
Maurice Barber. 

Item was on a note for $1,800 
signed by Beaton and his wife in 
1926. 


Gilda Gray’s Visit 
Los Angeles, July 29. 
Gilda Gray arrived last Saturday. 
Here only for a rest. 


In Person’s Side Line 


Seattle, July 29. 

On the second night of her 
personal appearance at the Fox 
theatre, Seattle, where “Hell’s 
Angels” was premiered, Joan 
Harlow, petite femme star, was | 
introduced by Owen Sweeien, 

‘m. of ¢., who asked 

“Miss Harlow, how do ‘you 
like our mayor?” 

“Oh, the mayor has been 
marvelous; just wonderful; so 
wonderful in fact, he only let .. 
me get three hours’ _ sleep last iy 
night. 

_ Jean had been at the re- 
ception and ‘dance in her honor | 
at the Olympic hotel at which 
Mayor Edwards was host. It 
was a class event. 

A stage argument, developed 
between Miss Harlow and the 
m.c,. as to whether she had — 
kissed the mayor or the mayor 
‘kissed her. Miss Harlow in- 

sisted the mayor had kissed 
her, 


“You can move back; 
you can move on; but. 
you can’t stand still.” . 


MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street. 
New York } 


SWANSON MAY 60 TO 
FOR ONE OR TWO 


Hollywood, Suly 29. 

Gloria Swanson may go to Metro 
for a talker or two. That depends 
upon the consent of United Artists, 
it is said. 

The star has three more pie. 
tures to make for U.'A. under the 
original agreement. Three, in- 
cluding her latest, “What a Wid- 


latter not yet released. If Miss 
Metro, they’ may’ be deductible from 
her U. A. agreement. 

Jos.’ Kennedy, who has ‘been 
financing the Swanson pictures for 
U. ‘A., is in ‘the east and’ reported 
agreeable to the temporary trans- 
fer of Miss Swanson. 

Metro’s' desire for Miss 'Swan- 
son at this time is the impression 
a couple of stories on its hands a 
her. 


U’s Portable Truck Plan 
To Roadshow Specials 


London, July 19. 

Universal is trying experiment of 
establishing road outfit of seven 
RCA sound trucks, touring them 
’round the sticks for presentations 
of “All Quiet” and “King of Jazz.” 
In towns where there are more 
silent than wired houses, the unit 
camps in one of the halls and runs 
the show for a week on a sharing 
arrangement. 

U hopes to widen the booking 
scope of the two films in this 
manner, 


Novis in Musical 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Donald Novis, goes, with Arthur 
Hammerstein as juvenile for 
“Luana,” fall musical in New. York. 
Novis was under contract to Joseph 
M. Schenck for pictures but not 
used, 

He came to notice originally when 
winning the Atwater Kent Radio 
Contest. 


RUTHEFORD’S 3D 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Jack Rutherford, currently work- 
ing on “Half Shot at Sunrise” (Ra- 
dio), will next go over to Warners 
for “Children of Dreams,” the Rom- 
berg picture. Operetta was origi- 
nally set to start Aug. 7, but has 
been put back until the 20th. 

This is Rutherford’s third film 
for as many companies, his first 
having been “Whoopee” (Gold- 
wyn). 


Mary Nolan's “Mistress” 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Warners’ “Ex- Mistress” will have 
Mary Nolan, borrowed ® from ‘U, in 
femmme lead.: | 


Ben Lyon opposite. 


ow,” have been delivered with the |’ 


Swanson ‘makes one or two for] 


‘WILL MAHONEY 


“VARIETY” said, “Will Ma- 
honey, as an exponent of knocka- 
bout as a fine art, must have an 
instinct for showmanship amount- 
ing to divination. He has a topling 
wing step, ending in a crash, that 
is dramatic suspensé itself. "Score 
major sized panic’ on Mahoney's 
second week at the coarse 


Direction’ 
‘RALPH G. FARNUM 
1860) Broadway 


Laemmle Says: 


No Personal Advisers 


Universal City, July 29. 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., denies any or 
all of the five personal advisors he 
is reported, to -haye. on his staff. 
Latest one mentioned «was: Robert 


Wyler, former assistant director 
and unit manager at U. 

Wyler has been sitting in on 
story conferences, and that’s where 
the report may have originated, ac- 
cording to Junior Laemmie.' 


Anderson Returns West 
For U; but Has No Spot 


Holly wood,, July 29. 
John Murray: Anderson; under a 
five-year contract’ to Universal, left 
New York Monday ‘(28)‘ for the 
Coast. At the studio it is not ‘known 


| what assignment Anderson ‘will get 


on his arrival here. 

With U definitely off future | mu- 
sical pictures, Anderson’ may be 
spotted in a newly created, job. 


SAILINGS | 

Sept. 26 (Paris to New York), 
Isabel Jeans (Europa). 

Aug. 26 (Paris to New York), 
Ludy Lawrence (Bremen). 

Aug. 17 (Paris to New ‘York), 
Princess Yo Hay Tong, Kalil Ogly 
(Ile de France). 

Aug. 14 (New York to Berlin) Mr, 
and Mrs. Fred Levy (Europa). 

Aug. 2 (New York to Hamburg) 
Harry Munns (Bremen). — 

Aug. 2 (New York to Paris) Sam 
Katz (Bremen). 

Aug. 2 (London to New York), 
David Bader (Brittanic). 

Aug. 2 (New York to London) 
Miller and Wilson (Olympic). 

Aug. 2 (Paris to New York) Jos. 
I. Schnitzer (Statendam). 

Aug. 1 (New York to Paris) Eric 
Von Stroheim, Willie Wyler, Emil 
Boreo (Ile de France), 

July 30 (Paris to New York), Ar- 
thur Kraus (Columbus). 

July 30 (Cherbourg to New York), 
Harry M. Warner, Thomas B, Quig- 
ley, Robert Lisman (Majestic). 

July 26 (London to New York) 
Mrs. Lawrence Wright and family, 
James Whale (Berengaria). 

July 26 (Paris to New York), 
Charles Saledo (Rochambeau). 

July 25 (Capetown to London) 
Dorothy Lena (Saxon). 

July 25 (New York to London) 
Deagon and Cannefax (St. Louis). 

July 25 (New York to London) 
Beatrice Lillie (Homeric). 

July 24 (New York to Berlin) Mr. 
and Mrs. Louis Macloon (Lafayette). 

July 24 (Sydney to Vancouver): 
Mr. and Mrs. William Faversham 
(Niagara). 

July 30 (Paris to New York), J. 
Robert Rubin (Majestic). 


Cortez Vice Cody 
Hollywood, July: 29. 
Ricardo Cortez is the-néw lead in 
‘Tllicit” (WB), replacing Lew, Cody 
who is tied up m another picture. 


“Riviera Vs. 


‘Who Wins? 


Complaint of a fan against 
the way the operator was han-; | 
dling things led to a closer ac-' | 

Guaintanceship: four | 
ago between Sam _ Jacobson,’ 
Strand’s (New York) chief 
projectionist, and Kate Strumpf, 
who are now going to’ fight it 
out under Queensberry through 
‘getting married Aug. 5. 

‘When the ‘operator balled 
things up at the Strand show, 
‘Miss Strumpf, non-pro, chal- 

“lenged that ‘she “Could ‘run’ 
maéhine better’ than he did. 
‘They mét party later and. 

‘ argued again; finally reaching 

compromise. 

‘A honeymoon to Lake George | 
follows the wedding. 


GIRL SAYS POLICE DOG 
BIT “HER FACE 


‘Because. of the claim she was un- 
able, to. continue .in pictures due to 
disfiguring ef her face, when. a po- 
lice dog bit her, on the face in the! 
place, Margery Whittington, for- 
mer “Follies” girl, lately in pictures 
at the Paramount Astoria studio, 
has started ‘suit against the Azzuri 
restaurant, Broome Mulberry 
streets, New York. 

She ‘is asking for $50, 000. dam- 
ages. 


| WARNER SAILING 


Schnitzer His Pal in Europe, 
But Only Personal 


Joe 


Berlin, July 29. 

Barry M. Warner, with, George 
Quigley .the Warners’ legal. head, 
sails tomorrow (30) from Cherbourg 
for New York, cutting short War- 
ner’s original intention of prolong; 
ing his stay. . 

His: business: vover,: including‘ 4 
survey ofithe German territory and 
the completion the ‘German-' 
American film patents’ pact, coupled 
with the  serious\ illness of ‘his 
father, it. hastenedyWarner’s return. 
Joseph I. Schnitzer, president: of: 
Radio, Piectures,: who’s been: floating 
around the Continent: with Warner, 
sails Aug. 2: on the’ Statendam} a 
slow liner, prefering to take it easy.: 
Schnitzer accompanied Warner to: 
Paris, and London up until the latt 
ter’s ‘sailing. 


‘ 


Gives 


Hollywood, July 29. 

His protests against playing the 
male lead in “50 Million Frenchmen” 
oyercome, William Gaxton, the lead 
in the stage musical, will re-enact 
it in the Warners’; talker. Claudia 
Dell is femme lead. 

Gaxton and Warners  bickered 
considerably before he consented. 
The comedian felt he should be 
allowed the same elasticity as on 
the stage, with film standards more 
strict. 


Bebe Daniels and Radio 


Los Angeles, July 29. 

A°*matter of billing her in all 
stellar lettering befitting a star is 
the only detail holding up signa- 
tures on a new contract for Bebe 
Daniels, which provides for but two 
films yearly for the next two years, 

It is believed by the Radio people 
the matter will be settled and the 
contract filed before the end of this 
week. 

In her initial contract with Ra- 
dio Miss Daniels has one more pic- 
ture, “Heart of the Rockies.” This 
seems definitely out now because it 
is scheduled as a simple program 
feature, 


Rathbone’s Role for U 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Basil Rathbone, who played the 
stage lead in “The Command to 


Love,” will do the same role ip|,, 


Universal's filmization of the pla 
which is titled “The Boudoir Dipl 
mat.” 


This is the play which the Hays: 
office tabooed as to its original titlb: 
but okayed ‘“fRoudoir Diplomat” 


Aa supposedly, milder monicker. 


| hands more often than a phoney 


‘struction'''of '‘sound: 


| ble. He could have lost it easier |] 


| bitious season of legit 


“liby a good deal of rain is wor 


July 12, 

One of the Washington big shots 
who fine-combs Europe for the 
government in the interest of com- 
merce, with special emphasis on 
pictures, has just completed a sur- 
vey of every studio. between Stock- 
holm and Vienna and his confiden- 
tial tip for talker production ig 
Nice. 

“No question about it,” he says, 
“Nice is the place. What can’t be 
made in Hollywood should be made 
in Nice, the Riviera Hollywood. It’s 
got the climate. It’s near every- 
thing and everywhere, and it’s only 
half the jump from even Berlin that 
New York is from the Coast. 

“You've, got Monte Carlo half 
hour away.. Snow-clad Alps two 
hours behind you. ‘The, Sahara, in 
five hours by airplane. Seville bull- 
fights day’s ride away. . Paris and 
London are only overnight runs, 
Everything!” 

Yeah, everything. Even’ good 
electricians for $1.50 a day and any 
big shot, from actual sultans 
aired Russian archdukes'as extras 
for two bucks a day. Hotels will 
give you good rooms. and meals for 
$25 a week. You can get special- 
ists in any known tongue in 10 min- 
utes. Toulon for naval stuff is: only 
two hours to the west, and two 
hours more and you’ re in Mar- 
seilles. 

Sure; all that’s jake, but the place 
is floppo just the same: In five 
years five million dollars were 
spent on production in Nice, two 
of that five by an’ American firm 
that candidly admits it'never got it 
back. The best studio has changed 


‘half dollar. 

Three years ago things did look 
rosy. There were five companies 
producing at one time in a studio 
which had only four stages. This 
was done by always keeping one 
company .-on_ exteriors. Several 
other studios of sorts. were busy, 
too. 

; Quiet Now 

Today not a studio is active. The 
central casting bureau has washed 
up. '‘Everything is still. Franco 
Film announces ‘it. will beg'f -con- 
stages this 
month.'! This ‘can be believed be- 
cause instead of closing down com- 
pletely ‘the’ company: : executives 
have retained a’ skeleton crew’ for 
more than a year while: making up 
their minds on what: equipment to 
install. So busy theatre-buying 
they haven't had time: to produce. 

The ‘rest: aren’t even making an 
effort ‘to ‘‘modernize their plants, 
preferring 'to let the spiders cobweb 
them for‘' the antique furniture 
racketeers. 

Whatever ‘surplus capital Nite 
has is going into hotels and apart- 
ments. There are 50,000 of these 
empty now, but the building bee 
‘continues. i 13 

Don’t ‘get the ‘idea Nice isa 
honky-tonk ‘town with water 
tower and a couple of country lanes. 
It’s the fourth or fifty largest city 
in France, with a winter population 
of half a million, 300,000 all year 
‘round residents. 

Possibly a, big bank roll might 
transform things. One like Frank 
Gould’s. He has created miracles, 
with casinos at Juan les Pins, here, 
and Beaulieu, but it’s still a game |} 


in pictures with just as many head- 
aches. 


The Weather = 


Washington, July 2 ye 
Weather bureau furnished the a 
following outlook for week begin- ! Vi 


ning tomorrow (30): 
Fair and moderately cool Wednes- [ 
day and Thursday. Friday, mostly 
fair and slightly warmer, followed 
by showers Saturday or Sunday. 


Paris, July 29. 

Weather has turned warmcl. 
Small eff.ct on Paris, which is at 
ebb in the theatres, anyway. 

Business is slow at Deauville, al 
though the resort should be benefit 
ed. Le Touquet is doing better. Re 
sort much encouraged and an am 
is about 


started this week (28). A 


London, July 28 


accompa 
Cool weather here 


out to the meen of the theatre pox 
in 
Grossés -are mounting: 
the West End. Outlook for uncer 
tain tweathen suggests & 
generally for the holiday 


eod trade 
w eeke: 
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Fake Film Stars 
Biographies Go 
Limit in Europe 


: Hollywood, July 29. 
Best pseudo literary gimmick the 


‘Yast few months in Europe has been 


the publishing in book form of “true 
life of the American picture stars.” 

That the material-in the books 
is anything but the truth doesn’t 
seem to disturb anyone, and re- 
sulted in heavy sales. Some of the 
editions reached several hundred 
thousand copies. 

France, Sweden, Spain and Ger- 
many have all their true story pub- 
lishers, collecting plenty jack sell- 
ing to the fans who want the real 
low-down on their picture favorites. 
Execs here have been worried, but 


found themselves helpless, and 
gave the gimmicks the go-by. 
Newest affront against Great 


Garbo is in for different treatment. 
Metro is looking up the law, with 
probability of litigation against a 
publisher who has sold more than 
300,000 copies of a book said to be 
the inside on the Swedish player’s 
life. 

Reason for the probable court 
session is that a foreword to the 
book is presumed to have been 
written by Miss Garbo and carries 
a fake reprint of her signature. 


COURT PANS COIN CURE 
FOR ‘NERVOUS’ DIVA 


Vienna, July 29. 

_A local theatrical suit concerns 
the temperamental outbursts of 
stars adjudicated here by the Vienna 
Business Court in the famous case of 
the Vienna State Opera against the 
celebrated operatic contralto, Maria 
Olszewska, 

Nervous complaints which are 
curable by the payment of a high- 
er salary should also be curable by 
the good-will of the sufferer, and 
there is no valid excuse for an ac- 
tress’ refusal to fulfill her contract, 
is the essence of the judgment. 

Managers all over who suffer 
from the strategic illnesses of their 
stars and prima donnas will be in- 
terested in the reasons advanced by 


-Madame Olszewska who averred 


that because of her repeated ill- 
nesses and slights heaped upon her 
by the Vienna State Opera manage- 
ment she was unable to sing in 
Vienna any longer, since she is a 
hyper-sensitive woman subject to 
hysteria if compelled to appear. 
Off-Stage Row 


The judge pointed out that her 
off-stage row with Madame Maria 
Jeritza, another notable diva, in 
Vienna in 1927, and her complaint 
that she overlooked this in the 
award of French decorations after 
the Vienna State Opera's visit to 
Paris in 1928, happened too long ago 
to be complainable now for nervous 
trouble, 

The judge also dwelt on her law- 
yer's statement that only a higher 
Salary would induce her to sing in 
Vienna and if her nerves could be 
cured by money, they could be con- 
qguered equally as well by good- 
will, 

Madame Olszewska pointed to a 
clause in her contract as regards 
America and the judge stated that 
the Vienna State Opera was obliged 
only to treat such application in a 
friendly spirit if the diva was called 
to America. 


VON HINDENBURG SHY 
Berlin, July 29. 
Reichspresident Marshal von Hin- 


‘Menbure is Shy about the talkers. 


After it was all set to shoot him 
in dialog, his State’s Secretary 
Meissner sent out word that the 
President of the German Republic 


would rather he didn’t spiel for the 


talkers, 


This came up in conjunction with 
the celebration of the Rhineland 
delivery in Mainz when the French 
troops evacuated their period of oc- 


cupation. 


A Couple of Boys 


Filmdom's younger genera- 
tion has its problems, too. 

Tho younger Rothafel, who 
hitch- hiked his way across the 
land, finally figured up he'd 
had enough of the experience 
when his mother came in town. 
Young Roxy arrived here with 
some calloused toes and $8. 

When calling upon his 
mother and prepared to move 
in, marking an end to his lark, 
Mrs. Rothafel told him “Nay”; 
that he should go back to the 
boarding house from whence 
he had come. The idea, of 
course, being to cure the 
youngster of any further in- 
tentions in a like direction. 

Then there’s Jack Warner, 
Jr., working as a script boy 
for $15 a week and who 
squawked when he found mes- 
senger lads at other studios 
were topping him on salary. 

Peace was restored when 
Jackie figured out he was 
riding to the studio free every 
morning and taking his meals 
at home. The lad figured up 
that both these items gave him 
an even break with the source 
of his annoyance. 


FORMER SHOW GIRL 
CASTER FOR PAR 


Evelyn Groves, just a plain, 
though nifty, show girl until a cou- 
ple of months ago, was appointed 
to an important executive post at 
the Paramount Long Island studio, 
last week, without the recommen- 
dation of previous exec experience. 
She is the official studio caster for 
all feminine players, including all 
extras and players, and excepting 
only the principal women. 

Miss Groves had a show girl part 
in Ziegfeld's “Whoopee” last season. 
When that show closed she became 
an extra for Paron L. I. Later on 
she showed enough ability when 
placed in charge of the ‘Heads Up” 
chorus to get the promotion. 


SARNOFF VACATIONING 
Paris, Juuly 29. 

David Sarnoff, on the Continent 
on business, has interrupted his 
schedule to take a three weeks’ va- 
cation in Switzerland. 

The RCA president will probably 
survey the Continent later, 


Garbo as “Camille” 
Los Angeles, July 29. 


“Camille,” made silent several 
years ago by Norma Talmadge, 
probably will be Garbo’s next for 
Metro 


Attempting to cover the interna- 
tional show business with a basic 
thought still finds America point- 
ing the way to the foreign showmen 
and the foreign show public on 
everything from popular songs to 
pictures. 

So much so has the wedding of 
American jazz and American sound 
celluloid resounded its clarion call 
around the globe that in some cor- 
ners cropped up strong anti-Amer- 
ican manifestations in locally pa- 
triotic protest against the alleged 
Americanization of the world. 

In Europe notably, with France 
leading the Latins, they waved the 
flag quite furiously this past winter, 
wondering when the “United States 
of Europe” would next come to 
pass. 

Now with the sound film novelty 
having worn off, the nationalistic 
talker in the native tongue is the 
chief problem of the moment. 

That producers must make pic- 
tures in the tongue of the country 
for which the market is planned 
is a foregone conclusion. 

The Jolson films with their in- 
itial novelty; the sound-synchron- 
ized heavy money-makers like 
Metro’s “White Shadows” and “The 
Pagan” have. had their day, along 
with the novelty of dubbing dialog 
sequences for local consumption. 

Dubbing is out. Sound synchron- 
ization is also taboo. Native dialog 
is only wanted. United Artists’ 
“Lummox,” dubbed with German 
might click in Prague, where the 
German-hungry Czechs wanted 
some semblance of their own or a 
kindred tongue, but only a few weeks 
later the same film (called “Der Tol- 
pach” over there) did a brodie in 
Zurich, the center of German- 
Switzerland. Thus, dubbing is out. 

The magic of Jolson’s convincing 
vocalizing in ‘Jazz Singer” was off- 
set by “Singing Fool” when that 
came around and didn’t approach 
the click of his first talker. So no 
longer can a personality offset the 
dialog appeal. 

This anti-English (or American- 
ese, aS our own type of English is 
referred to) manifestation was 
capped by two riots on two succes- 
sive nights at the wintry Saturday 
night premiere of the converted 
Moulin Rouge, in the Montmartre 
section of Paris, famous Parisian 
music hall which the die-hards re- 
sented being converted into a cin- 


Realization 

It all had its immediate effect. 
The French realized that if they're 
to: do biz they'd better turn out 
talkers in the native lingo. The 
Americans also realized toute-de- 
suite that if they’re to preserve the 
valuable market it took them so 
long to build up at a great expense 


(Continued on page 18) 
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AND STAGE 


‘Paramount May Split 50-50 Between 


Answer for Belasco 


Dave Belasco’s commentary 
for his latest birthday speech, 
about taikers being the 
wane, has quietly gotten a rise 
out of some film people. One, 
noted for the terseness of his 
office speech, sums up the feel- 
ings of the others with: 

“Save the clippings and see 
how Mr. Belasco squirms, if 
they're read at next 
party.” 


Film Tests of English 
Players Taken for Par; 
Connie Graham as Find 


_ London, July 29. 

Robert Lisman returns to. the 
States on the “Majestic” tomorrow 
(30), taking with him a large num- 
ber of film tests made for Para- 
mount during Lisman’s’ scouting 
trips on this side since last May. 

Besides the film prospects,, Lis- 
man thinks he has a discovery in 
Connie Graham, who has been tour- 
ing the sticks in a Tom Arnold show 
with ker husband, the act being 
known under the name of Graham 
and Scott. 

Miss Graham has a three-year 
contract with the Shuberts starting 
at $500. The pair have been in 
vaudeville on this side for several 
seasons without gaining any spe- 
cial recognition. 

Wisman’s film tests 
following people: 

Janice Adams, 2 
English-mades «at present; Muriel 
Angelus, playing in one of the 
Clayton & Waller stage shows; 
John Stuart, English film player; 
Sven Garbo, brother of Greta Garbo, 
who already has appeared in the 
Spanish version of the Robert 
Kane-Paramount picture, ‘“‘The Hole 
in the Wall,” done in Paris. 

Stil another subject of a test is 
Kenneth McLaglen, 19-year-old 
brother of Victor McLaglen. Lis- 
man has tests of Leonard Upton, 
juvenile lead in “The Way to Treat 
a Woman,” current at the Duke of 
York's. 


FILM OF TENNIS WITH 
STAR PLAYERS IN IT 


London, July 17. 
Basil Dean’s next for R-K-O re- 


include the 


doing leads in 


lease in the States will introduce 
tennis as a film theme. 

Dean has Jean Borotra, the 
French firebrand; Bunny Austin, 
English Davis Cup players; Mrs. 
Lycett, also in the English team, 
and Philis Kunstam, film player 


who is nearly up to topline level in 
tennis here 
Story is being written around the 


4 Juvs Out . 


Los Angeles, July 29. 
Metro’s new contract list has 
four juveniles off the payroll. 
They are Elliott Nugent, Raymond 
Hackett, Roland Young and Law- 
rence Gray. 


JOY’S LEGIT BUG 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Leatrice Joy, who got the legit 
bug during her vaude tour, is look- 
ing for suitable cramatic material 
for a coast production. 
Rathbone at Tiffany 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Tiffany has taken Basil Rathbone 
to head the cast for “Body and 


Soul,” an original by A. P. Younger. 

Rathbone has been freelancing 
since leaving Metro a few months 


Production, East and West Ends 


v 


Cutting into Hollywood's crown 
deeper than ever before and turning 
the east-west debate into more than 


just the usual chatter controversey, 
Paramount is now preparing to pro- 
duce half of its yearly schedule in 
New York. 


“Everything that the camera can 
do in the west it can do in the east, 
and production here is far more 
convenient and accessible in many 
respects,” stated one executive. 


As for cost, there is little dif- 
ference with any margin going to 
New York, it is claimed. 


Paramount has steadily been ex- 
perimenting with the eastern situ- 
ation, 


That there are only now two 
stages in Astoria is given as the 
reason for the company not taking 
more picture work away from Hol- 
lywood. As it is 20 of the 65 features 
on the '30-"51 schedule are listed for 
Long Island, 


JANNINGS FOR U. S. 


Following Stage Tour Emil Goes to 
Hollywood Again 


Berlin, July 20. 

Emil Jannings, at present work- 
ing on an UFA talker, “Liebling der 
Gotter” (Son of the Gods), which 
is only being produced in German, 
is now at his estate in Sankt Wolf- 
gang, Austria, where the outdoor 
stuff will be shot. 


After termination of the film, 
Jannings starts touring the whole 
of Germany with the Berlin actor, 
Stahl-Nachbaur, to do his play, by 
Mirabeau, “Geschaft ist Geschaft” 
(Business Is Business). He will 
g0 also to Holland and probably 
Switzerland. In October he will 
appear in the same play in Paris at 
the Pigalle theatre. 

Next year Jannings goes to Holly- 
wood for an M-G-M talker. 

The UFA talker he’s now making 


will have its premiere in Berlin at 
the Gloria Palast Sept. 20. 


Bobbing “East Lynne” 


Hollywood, July 29. 
“East Lynne,” in bobbed hair and 
short dresses, is planned for filming 
by Liberty Productions. 


Halperin Brothers, who are Lib- 
erty Productions, cannot see ‘“‘Lynne” 
in its old meller form so are adapt- 
ing to bring it up to date. Vic 
Halperin and George Draney are 
writing the new version. Aneas 
MacKenzie, from England, is coach- 
ing them on modern English social 
customs. 
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4 VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 30, 1930- 


Schoolhouse’ Theatres for Kids 
At 10c Top, with Novelty Houses 


For Shorts at 25c, 2 New Circuits 


3 


Schoolhouse theatre is in the em- | 
bryo for the film industry in a/ 
country-wide plan that in addition 
will include the creation of the in- 
dustry’s first circuit of novelty the- 
atres, to be devoted exclusively to 
showing of short subjects of not 
more than two reels each. Behind 
the move is Fox Theatres, which, 
with Talking Pictures Epics, Inc., 
producer of travelog and adventure 
films, is now engaged in negotia- 
tions for that purpose. 

Idea is to put one of each type 
theatre in every populous district, 
the nucleus to be founded with 20 
houses, about eight of which will be 
in New York city. Initial Fox 
houses for this purpose will be those 
now dark but along the lines of the 
plan will be of the type that seat 
not morc than 1,000. 

This idea to utilize the darkened 
Fox houses is aside from the plan 
which Fox has now underway to 
install miniature golf courses in 
several. All three plans are to be 
developed and placed in operation. 

Installation of a midget golf 
course is already underway at the 
Kew Gardens (L. J.) theatre. Other 
sites so far selected include. the 
Audubon, uptown New York; Duf- 
field, Brooklyn, and a house in Jer- 
sey City. 

In the creation of the Novelty 
Theatres which is an outcrop of 
the Newsreel Theatre, the organizers 
do not intend to limit operation to 
Fox alone. A producing and dis- 
tributing unit is tu be organized 
for the specific purpose of supply- 
ing such houses. This includes 
the schoolhouse theatre. 

The essential difference between 
the two types of theatres to be cre- 
ated lies in the program and 
methods of operation to be followed. 
The Novelty Theatres will ‘include 
a program of shorts of not more 
than two reels each and will include 
an adventure film, travelog, news- 
reel and cartoon. These houses will 
run continuous performances on a 
turnover show of not more than 
an hour at a top rate of 25c. 


For Children 


The schoolhouse theatre will be 
especially created for the children, 
open only between 3 p. m. and 10 
p. m., with the adventure film out 
and in its place, a serial. So far 
this plan holds no place for short 
comedies, it being figured that the 
cartoon will fill the comedy need. 
The schoolhouse theatres will be 
topped at 10c. 

Each house is to be especially at- 
mosphered to jibe with the nature 
and type of program to be utilized, 
and the adventure films are to be 


especially produced two-reel 
lengths. Each film a. complete 
story. 

The new theatres will come un- 


der the direct supervision of Fox 
Theatres and not connected with 
the Newsreel Theatre field. The 
reported chain of exclusively Fox 
newsreel houses may be out. 
While Fox Theatres is primarily 
interested, it is the intention to ex- 
tend the facilities of the organiza- 


tion to supply the same type of 
programs to any other’ theatre 
operating company or individual 
theatre owner on a program rate 
basis. Each program will be sold 
intact and buying is to be done 
by program lots instead of individ- 
wal shorts. : 

Under the plan of the Miekey 
Mouse Clubs special Saturday mat- 
inee shows are for children at 10c. 
top. Kids make application to the 
theatre for admission to the club 
and get the first admission free. 


After that they receive club buttons 
which entitles them to take in the 
special matinee at 10 cents. 
Chaperones 

To get by a place like New York 
where the law prohibits kids under 
16 in- film. houses unless accom- 
panied by an adult relative, the the- 
atres are making tie-ups with 
parent-teachers clubs and other 
women’s crganizations to have cer- 


tain of their members act as chape- | 


rons. 
At one recent matinee in the 
Bronx 2,000 kids attended.’ They 


marched from their school to the 
theatre, while an astute press agent 
made a' tie-up with a philanthropist 


whereby each kid got a piece of 
candy besides at no cost to the 
house. 


Incognito Jed 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Jed Harris, the New York 
legit producer, uninten- 
tionally incognito on his recent 
visit to the film colony. 

Harris phoned a major film 
executive to come over and see 
him. When Harris discovered 
that this was not quite the 
way out here, the mountain 
went to Mohamet. 

Guy on the studio gate had 
never heard of the boy pro- 
ducer, with much futile effort 
following. Word got around 
and the studio bunch acquired 
a conspicuous indifference. 

‘New Yorker finally made the 
grade at Malibou Beach when 
a writer took him in tow and 
steered him through the 
eolony. 

Harris has now vanished to 
parts unknown. 


| Which await 


BEN LYON’S WB CONTRACT 


Adjusted on Two Angles Objected 
to by Actor 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Ben Lyon went under the Warner 


Bros. banner after three months of]: 


negotiations, interrupted because of 
the actor’s objections to the radio 
and personal stage appearance 
clauses in the contract. These have 
been compromised. 

Contract was considered set a 
month ago but Lyon balked on the 
radio and personal appearance stuff. 


Stars’ Own Golfie 


Los Angeles, July 29. 

Miniature golf courses, the na- 
tional exhibitor headache, are win- 
ning in Hollywood’s heaven. The 
stars are not only going for them 
but—getting in the biz. 

Mary Pickford is having one laid 
out in one section of the Beverly 
Boulevard. Bill Seiter,; the First 
National director, also has opened 
one elsewhere. 


LILLIE SUIT DEMURERS 
Los Angeles, July 29. 

Warners’, Vitaphone’s and Darryl 
Zanuck’s demurrers to Beatrice 
Lillie’s $50,000 damage suit were 
sustained and Miss Lillie has until 
Aug. 1 to amend. 

Miss Lillie claimed the stuff she 
did for “Show of Shows” was used 
instead in shorts. 


Seek Prohib Film Lead 
Universal City, July 29. 

Universal is still on the lookout 
for a femme lead for “See America 
Thirst.” Bessie Love was being 
considered, but negotiations fell 
through. 

Meanwhile nearly all of the male 
characters in the picture have been 


east. They include Harry Langdon, 
Slim Summerville, Mitchell Lewis, 
Matthew Betz, Lloyd Whitlock and 


Eddie Foyer. 


Wesley Ruggles’ Contract 
Los Angeles, July 29. 

up new papers 
Wesley Ruggles signa- 
ture. The new contract, with the 
usual options, calls for Ruggles di- 
recting three pictures within the 
next year, starting in January. 

Following “Cimarron,” Ruggles 
has one more feature to make for 
this company in his present con- 
tract. 


Radio, has drawn 


Kathryn McGuire’s Return 
Hollywood, July. 29. 
Kathryn McGuire (Mrs. George 
Landy, wife of the p. a.) is going 
back into pictures, 
She'll make a two reeler for Edu- 
cational with Bernard Granville. 


“Ritz” Artist Goes West 
Paramount has engaged Larry 
Whittingfon, artist and creator of 
the’ “Fritzi Ritz’ cartoon strip in 
the Pulitzer papers. 
He left New York last week to 
join the Par art department on 


|} and 
|} both to aid in the marketing of his 


France takes tennis tilt. 

We may lose at tennis, but U. S. 
comedy conquers the world. 

American comedy that is Inter- 
national is best exemplified in 


(CHIC) (ROSE) 


YORK and KING 
Originators of “Tintype” Comedy 
Week Aug. 2, Shea’s, Buffalo. 
R-K-O Direction, LEE STEWART 


BWAY HOUSES 
FOR 
PUBLICITY 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Having leased both the Criterion 
and Gaiety theatres in New York, it 
is Sid Grauman’s intention to give 
“Hell's Angels” a simultaneous $2 
twice daily showing in both those 
houses. The twin display will start 
about Aug. 15, with over $100,000 to 
be spent in electric signs on both 
sites, 


The theory is capacity and Times 
Square publicity. As the Criterion 
is listed at 878 and the Gaiety at 
808, the combination will give How- 
ard Hughes’ air film prospective ac- 
commodations for 1,686. Manage- 
ment’s New York problem for this 
picture has been a Broadway house 
having a sufficient seating arrange- 
ment. One objective was Warners’ 
Hollywood, but this couldn’t be done 
due to a musical show listed for 
that house. 

Grauman is supposed to leave for 
the east today (Tuesday) and How- 
ard Hughes, the picture’s producer, 
later in the week. 

Although the subject of a dual 
showing has come up before, this 
is the first time any picture has 
shown on Broadway at $2 in two 
houses, The lease on the Gaiety is 
for six months. 

There will be no stage show in 
conjunction with either screening. 


Hughes’ Studio 


It is reported that when Hughes 
returns here he will be in the mar- 
ket for a studio. For some time 
he has been anxious to get his own 
plant and has been interested in 
both Pathe and Educational prop- 
erties. The new building for Multi- 
color, Which he recently purchased, 
adjoins the Educational lot. 

Agent’s Own Plane 

Wayne Pearson is the first ad- 
vance agent to have his own plane 
pilot, Hughes having secured 


“Hell’s Angels.” Pearson, who has 
been flying up and down the coast, 
will take off for New York Wed- 
nesday morning to make arrange- 
ments for the dual Manhattan pre- 


|}miere in the Criterion and Gaiety. 


| Which 


the west coast. | 


The five-passenger Fairchild ship, 
Hughes has purchased out- 
right, is being remodeled to accom- 
modate a sleeping compartment. 

It is said the Caddo president 
first attempted to get the Warners 
Hollywood, New York. The Broth- 
ers’ demand of a weekly rental of 
$10,000 was even too much for 
Hughes who, it is learned, has got- 
ten the other two quite under that 
figure. 

Hughes’ weekly bill for electrical 
display on both houses is calcu- 
lated to average $8,500. On the 
matter of leases, it is understood 
he has both set for six months 
with options for a year. 


LON CHANEY BETTER 
Hollywood, July 29. 
His throat illness recovered, Lon 
Chaney is due back here from New 
York next week. 
Mrs. Chaney is with him. 


And Cost of German Patent Matter 


On the eve of the arrival of Will 
Hsys yesterday (Tuesday) pro- 
ducers held the speediest meeting in 
their history. The lowdown that 
Western Electric has taken the Ger- 
man patent sock 100% in order to 
clean up the mess caused the in- 
dustry’s first phone meeting to be 
held. 

Within a half hovr after all mem- 
bers had been reached Louis Swarts, 
Paramount attorney, was pucking 
his bags for Europe to represent 
American film men: in giving the 
American-German talker pact the 
final once over and sealing it, once 
a survey of its technicalities have 
convinced him that Western is 
really holding the bag. 

Important film men at the same 
time disclosed that J. G. Otterson, 
ERPI head, has really done the 
work abroad and that Hays per- 
sonally executed to their satisfac- 
tion the role of statement-issuer 
and smooch machine. 

It is now revealed that a space 
in the WE produeer talker record- 
ing franchises, which do not expire 
until 1944, was purposely created 
at the time of original signatures. 
This will now be filled in, depending 
upon the outcome of Swarts’ per- 
sonal investigation. In the fran- 
chise formula no allusion has been 
made to a foreign royalty. 

However, American film execu- 
tives in on the latest move claim 
whatever constitutes the new clause 
will not change by an iota pro- 
ducers’ present agreement with 
Western. In other words, they re- 
port to have it direct from Otterson, 
whatever extra charges there are to 
be met will be defrayed by Western, 
and that present rates in royalties 
will not be increased by a cent. 
The inside on the deal, which in- 
spired the telephonic meeting prece- 
dent for the big guns cof filmdom, 
all came direct from the ERPI head 
himself. 

“Vhile all this settles the interna- 
tional talker patent situation, un- 
foreseen complications by. the Ger- 


man Government bearing down on 
kontigent regulations are far from 
solution, 

Will Hays will call a meeting on 
kontigent among his fold within the 
next day or so. It is at the head of 
his meeting calender. 

Bootlegging 

In producer spo’s the kontigent 
outcome is regarded with greater 
optimism. 

On the premise that the German 
Government has never rigidly en- 
forced its quota, certain of these 
film diplomats feel that the same 
will be true for the future. In this 
elasticity is not apparent then, they 
point out, there are plenty of ways 
of beating the regulation. 

Among the practices, which are 
described with having been worked 
successfully in the past, is one that 
figuratively amounts to bootlegging 
film, and is admitted as such with 
less of the illegal attributes of the 
word. This is shipping in American 
film through France, Switzerland 
and other neutral countries. 

The American tariff law is blamed 
by certain official spokesmen with 
known political aspects. The film 
industry, compared to wheat and 
autos, is hardly touched. All in- 
dustries, they also are saying, have 
had their foreign trade literally 
wrecked by the American barrier. 

While Warners scoff at the im- 
port of the kontigent, as is re- 
ported elsewhere in this “Variety,” 
producer associates here are mysti- 
fied by the latest position of the 
Brothers. 

In one company the Brothers are 
accused of lining themselves up with 
the Germans as they have for the 
past year, being the only company 
with a German “in,” through an 
earlier patent conciliation amount- 
ing to a buy-in of Tobis-Klangfilm, 

By their actions Warners is gen- 
erally charged by the American in- 
dustry of weakening its position 
with the Germans and making it 
more possible for the latter to “hold 
out” and attempt to dictate.” 


Touchy Hollywood? 


(Continued from page 1) 


magnanimity, that’s okay, but: to 
laugh at him or anything he does 
is a death sentence, 


Easterners in Wrong 


Easterners here for picture work 
have a habit of putting the film 
colony on the pan as a matter of 
routine, prompted, no doubt, by the 
general belief outside of Hollywood 
that it’s the smart thing to do. 
Smart or not, a casual derogatory 
statement dropped in a party of 
supposed friends will eventually 
reach whoever is concerned, and 
in an exaggerated state. 

This tendency among eastern im- 
ports to wisecrack about Hollywood 
often is manifested in public. A 
stage player who just arrived from 
New York with a one-picture con- 
tract was the guest of honor at a 
cafe. He followed his introduction 
with a general denunciation of pic- 
ture people as a collective bunch 
of idiots. Offered as humor, it 
wasn’t taken that way. His one 
picture will wash him up in Holly- 
wood. 

Hollywood’s spy system is thor- 
ough. Everything has ears. It’s 
eerie how the “I was told” travels. 
And it’s another rave who gets the 
credit for the telling. 

Wisecrack Clique 

There are five or six guys who 

get credit for all local wise cracks, 


always the originators of the cur- 
rent laugh. No one else is funny 


here. An orchestra leader, three 
gag men and a comedian are the 


town’s official funry men. Anything 
goes if credited to them; even if 
they couldn’t have thought of it. 
There’s lots of whispering in 
Hollywood. It floats over the city 
like an early morning fog. How-, 
ever, the murmuring barrage comes: 
from people outside of pictures... 
Picture people don’t carry tales—' 
far. From Hollywood to Malobu 
beach is about as far as they are 
carried within the ranks. From 


there they are wafted back to the 
cinema city’s public by the ocean 
breezes, or perhaps a chauffeur. 


If you wart to know who’s doing 
what and with whom, ask any Hol- 


lywood merchant. They’ll tell all 
and more. The bit more is what 
counts, Gossip and fruit juices are 
the local diet. 


A well known author made a 
reputation for himself writing this 
and that about Hollywood’s great, 
He went so far as to make a novel 
out of his findings. Others followed. 
Most of them had a grudge to settle. 
When the books came out the au- 
thors were through. 

Books have been written about 
industrial, political and all sorts 
of celebs in a much more vigorous 
manner, and those written about 
laughed it off. Not so in pictures. 
It is a personal and permanent in- 


| sult to say anything about a pic- 


ture name or executive that doesn't 
carry a boost. 

This is ‘the land of praise—and 
plenty. 


STROHEIM STAYS IN U. S. 
Hollywood, July 29. 
En raute to New York, Eric Von 
Stroheim will spend about a month 
in the east before returning here. 
Report that Von Stroheim will g@ 
abroad is net given any credence 
around here, 


Universal has been negotiating 
with the director and may come 
to an agreement with him upon his 
return from the east. 

Dave Bennett Out 
Hollywood, July 29. 


Paramount's program of musicals 
is down to a minimum. 

_It results in Dave Bennett’s option 
not being taken up as Par’s musical 
stager. 


Miss MacDonald’s Choice 
Los Angeles, July 29. 

Jeanette MacDonald has one more 
picture to make for Paramount this 
year. 

She is trying to persuade the 
studio that. she should do “The 
Goldfish,” the show in which Mar- 
jorie Rambeau appeared in the 
east. 


— 


Western Electric Assumes Burden . 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 5 


TALK 


Protects Itself and Employees 


By Giving Execs Term Contracts 


Paramount Publix has started to 
give its execs and some others term 
contracts, assuring them of con- 
tinuous employment and also pro- 
tecting P-P in holding onto its test- 
ed staff. The contracts from re- 
ports are also going to heads of de- 
partments in both divisions of the 

ny. 
gran it is claimed, only the 
vice-presidents of P-P held con- 
tracts of employment. 


In issuing term contracts to ex- 
perienced theatre men, if the above 
report-is accurate, Paramount Pub- 
lix appears to have under considera- 
tion the present unrest among all 
theatre chain employees. 

Frequent shifts and exchanges 
usually send a thrill of fear along 
the line of the latest new admin- 
istration. Most of the theatre men 
spend their time wondering what’s 
going to happen, with the talk of 


- mergers not the least worriment. 


“Re-organization moves” always 
bring their alarm. It brings about 
another kind of unrest, the thought 
of what’s the use pt doing anything 
if I won’t he here next month. 

All chains are similarly situated, 
because no chain holds its people 
with anything other than a possible 
“notice.” In the shifting about, the 
usual politics entering into theatre 
operation by a chain, with the work- 
ing personnel usually on the hook. 

Passing the Buck 

A contract may stop the passing 
of the buck, for a man with a con- 
tract might speak out, stopping the 
buck passing at its source. At the 
same time it would prevent many a 
good man getting in wrong for a 
reason he knows nothing of, except 
that some one higher up made a 
goat of him. 

Changeable administrations leave 
a feeling of insecurity, There is 
always unrest among unprotected 
men, even men who may raise 
themselves in position and money— 
and still without a contract. 


Evanston’s Open Sunday 
ignored by Minority 


Chicago, July 29. 

Evanston, Chi’s most exclusive 
suburb, voted and won on the open 
Sunday law last April. The open- 
ers won by a 56 majority. 

Up to date neither the B & K 
house, seating 1,876, or the New 
Main, with 618 pews, has been able 
to swing open the doors on the 
Sabbath. 

Silk stockingers have flatly de- 
clared they will not allow Sunday 
shows and have so instructed the 
alderwen, who have never entered 
the result of the election or the new 
ruling on the books. 

To make matters more interesting 
for the theatre men Evanstonians 
have come out with what is called 
The Better Films Committee.” 
This consists of 50 people, one from 
each of the societies, such as P-T, 
Boy Scouts, one from each church, 
etc. These have to pass on the 
film brought into the burg before 
the censor, a woman, appointed by 
the mayor, gets down to the real 
baring. 

At present there are 41 churches 
in the town, giving a church to 
each 1,500 persons. 


Trouble Over Billing 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Behind Dorothy Mackaill’s suit 
for $16,500 back salary against First 
National is the controversy between 
the studio and the actress over her 
perpen to take subordinate billing 
a & Fox picture with Warner Bax- 
er. F.N. had lent its contract play- 
er to Fox, 


Miss Mackaill’s contract expired 
July 27, 


Rube Bernstein to WB 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Rube Bernstein, who came out 
ere for Radio as a special writer, 
as left that studio and is reported 


h 
h 


60ing over to Warners. 


- Bernstein’s Radio agreement was 
or one picture. 


Phoney Titles 


Hollywood, July 29. 

As a means to guard against 
picture titles being’ stolen, 
Tiffany is using a phoney 
working title on each of its 
pictures henceforth. 

That keeps the real title se- 
cret until picture is ready for 
release. 


MUSIC HALL 
NEW TITLE FOR 
VAUDEVILLE 


If circuits other than R-K-O de- 
cide against outlawing the name 
“vaudeville” as pertaining to that 
field, with discussion giving the 
move impetus in some quarters, the 
use of “music hall” may be bor- 
rowed. R-K-O has accepted “Va- 
rieties” as the new designation to 
supersede “vaudeville’ and will im- 
mediately put that into general use 
throughout the circuit. 

Immediately on learning of the 
R-K-O move, showmen began talk- 
ing of the ditching of the word 
“vaudeville,” with many indicating 
a preference for “music hall” in- 
stead. That is the name by which 
vaude theatres in England are 
known, with the acts usually re- 
ferred to as variety turns. 

The picture circuits lean to a 
preference for “attractions” instead 
of vaude or the “varieties” or “mu- 
sic hall” substitutes. 

In vaude circles the “varieties” 
designation, unless its singular 
form “variety” is used where more 
fitting, is felt a little cumbersome. 


Kay Johnson Replaces 
Los Angeles, July 29. 
After completing shooting of 
“Billie the Kid,” with Johnny Mack 
Brown, Metro decided to change the 
femme lead. 
Retakes are being made with Kay 
Johnson replacing Lucille Powers. 


PROBL 


BOTH 
AND EUROPE 


Kontingent Has Hollywood 
Irate at Delegate’s Inter- 
ference — Germany Seeks 

' Modification as German 
Exhibs Hunger for Amer- 
ican Talkers — Balkans 
Squawking Terribly, but 
Fall for German Hooey 


AFTERMATH OF PARLEY 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Further proof that the proposed 
German kontingent arrangement is 
planned to favor the Teutons about 
99%, with the remaining 1% totaling 
the concession allowed American 
producers, is seen in the fact that 
the scheme includes the stationing 
of a representative of the German 
government here who will arbi- 
trarily pick the pictures for expor- 
tation. 

Representative is a former gov- 
ernment official, in pictures for the 
last few years, who has been unof- 
ficially notified from Berlin that he 
will have this post. He is awaiting 
the necessary credentials from the 
Vaterland before contacting the 
studios in his new official capacity. 

Producers here who believed that 
they would have something to say 
regarding what they can Germanize 
for that market are not taking the 
representative idea cheerily. 

They visualize themselves vir- 
tually taking orders from him 
throughout the shooting of every 
picture. First, this emissary will 
tell them what they can’t make and 
then be in the arbitrary spot of tell- 
ing them what shall go into the pic- 
ture while it is being made. 

No other foreign country has 
taken such a drastic step before. 
France has an agent here, but his 
duty is more in the nature of help, 
for he advises, when requested, 
what would or would not be good 
taste to show in his country. As 
the producers understand the Ger- 
man line-up the representative of 
that country will not advise, but de- 
mand. 

No German Impetus 


So far German production has not 
gained the impetus here that pro- 


(Continued on page 28) 


DAUGHTERS,” with his latest 


BRIDES!” 


—all box-office record shatterers. 


for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 


HARRY BEAUMONT, 


Tops his own silent picture box-office sensation, “OUR DANCING 


talkie smash, “OUR BLUSHING 


Since the advent of sound Mr. Beaumont has directed “BROADWAY 
MELODY,” “CHILDREN OF PLEASURE,” “THE FLORODORA GIRL” 


“THE THREE FRENCH GIRLS” is Beaumont’s newest assignment 


vision of All Territory and 
Local-Pooled Operation 
Major Chains May 


Bill Fox and Golf 


William Fox is reported con- 
siderably het up in the midget 
golf thing. 

Bill's been talking with the 
National Miniature Golf Co. on 
the prospect of a countrywide 
chain of the golf courses, in 
such corner or center of the 
block lots as may remain un- 
occupied, 

He picked up the idea from 
the midget course back of the 
Roxy theatre, on Bill's lot. 


PATHE SELLING 
NEWSREEL 
FOX 


Pathe is reported about to sell its 
“Rooster” brand sound newsreel to 
Fox. No consideration is named. 
Previous trade appraisals of the 
various newsreels’ valuation usually 
estimated the Pathe newsreel at 
$1,000,000. 

Pathe some weeks ago was said 
to have been in negotiation with 
Paramount for a sale to or con- 
solidation of its reel with Para- 
mount’s. 

A weekly gross of between $45,- 
000 and $50,000 is quoted to have 
been averaged by the Pathe news. 
Though this is looked upon as an 
Yexcellent gross, the story is that the 
high cost of sound newsreel opera- 
tion at present, with unusualy 
active competition, and Pathe with- 
out its own theatre attachment, 
brought the Pathe cost for its news 
beyond what should have been an 
average. 

The Pathe “Rooster” on a new 
reel is the oldest trademark in the 
film industry on both sides of the 
ocean, 

It is stated that the Pathe-Fox 
sale may be. consummated before 
the week is over. 


Bernice Claire Free? 
Warners will use Bernice Claire 
in its vaude and presentation thea- 
tres for personal appearances with 
her last picture, “Top Speed.” 
Miss Claire, whose Warner film 
term recently expired, was called 
east by Schwab & Mandel, with 
whom she has another year to go 
on a five-year contract. An adjust- 
ment is reported having been made 
between Miss Claire and the legit 
producers, with Warners bidding 
for her again for talkers. 


Shea East for “Trail” 
Hollywood, July 29. 

Joe Shea leaves here next week 
for New York. He will spend 
three weeks on a combination busi- 
ness and pleasure trip. 

Business will be devoted to lay- 
ing the ground work for advance 
exploitation on “Big Trail” for 
Fox. 


Writers in Factory 
Hollywood, July 29. 

Fox is sending Dudley Nichols, 
writer, and Ben Stoloff, director, to 
Flint, Mich., this week to study pro- 
duction at the Buick factory for a 
picture around the automobile in- 
dustry. 

It will be Charlie Farrell's next. 


Velez in Spanish 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Lupe Velez will make Spanish 
talkers for Universal. 
Her first assignments are Spanish 
versions of “East Is West” and “The 
Storm.” 


Come About 


Complete division of territories 
among the circuits is foreseen by 
the close of the next season, 
wherein each circuit will have its 
exclusive theatre ground in which 
to operate at a minimum of com- 
petition. On this score, deals in 
every direction are now being ne- 
gotiated for that ultimate operation 
pooling, according to the head of 
one of the biggest circuits. i 

Line-ups are just about set with 
the dope running that the circuits 
have come around to figure that 
the time limit has approached for 
chain extension and theatre buying.’ 
From now on it’s on the divvy basis 
with all the circuits more or less: 
in agreement on the general out- 
line of what the theatre empire will 
look on for relief next year. 

From the way things shape up, 
according to this theatre expert, 
the circuits will first pool terri- 
tories. After that, will go cen« 
tralized control and operation with 
the final objective local operation, 
Meaning that the circuits are figur- 
ing on turning back houses to local 
operators with the exception of de- 
luxers. In turning the houses back, 
they will still belong to the circuit. 

This turning back will be done 
literally by droves, wherever feas- 
ible. The only spots where local 
operation by local operators wil 
not be accomplished is where the 
past records show that the local 
operators were flops, prior to cir- 
cuit acquisition. 

From the angle of the big theatre 
operators, circuit operation has 
reached too big a scale for success- 
ful operation. Principally because 
of overhead and lack of properly 
trained men. 


Big Movement 

The pooling is the biggest move- 
ment for a controlled film outlet 
yet seen by the industry. In basic 
principle it is as fully effective as 
mergers. By the token of the deal 
now in process of negotiation, each 
carries a product deal on an inter- 
change basis for a number of yeara, 

As the pooling outline begins to 
shape up, wherever circuit competi- 
tion will exist after next season, 
will be in limited spots, and only 
from an R-K-O angle. This be- 
cause R-K-O houses are not 
bunched as other circuit theatres 
are in states or cities on a large 
scale. Meaning that R-K-O is toe 
stick as it. Other circuits will in- 
terchange everywhere except on 
Broadway, where each will be rep- 
resented and on the coast where 
Warner Bros. may remain directly 
represented with about two housea, 
It is not certain about Warners 
not pooling its coast with Fox, and 
stop its building program out there, 

Rest of the Pacific Coast is to go 
Fox from Utah westward and as 
far south as Missouri. Fox will 
also have Wisconsin and Min- 
neapolis and may divide New York 
state with Loew’s. Paramount will 
have the entire south, Chicago and 
all of Illinois, as well as Detroit and 
surrounding territory. Warner Broa, 
will take New England where {it 
now operates in the southern di- 
vision and have exclusive territory 
in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
Washington, D. C. 


Already Started 

So far as Loew’s is concerned in 
spots outside of New York, those 
houses are to be figured in the final 
showdown along with Fox. 

While not on every angle a tri- 
cornered deal, the beginning of the 
pooling is in swing. Two of these 
are near to being closed, one al- 
ready set. Among these is the 
Warner-Fox interchange of Wis- 
consin, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
\Vashington, D. C., and New York 
territories. 

In certain spots two circuits fa 
order to effect an agreement are 
figuring on co-partnership in opefae 
tion. 
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Cable Address: VARINEWS, PARIS 


“VARIETY’S” PARIS OFFICE Central 01-57; Louvre, 52-15 


6 Paris Building, 15 Boulevard des Italiens 


FOREIGN FILM NEWS 


_ engineer, 


of releasing it the “Mail” has gone 


’ after it again. 


Couple of weeks ago Bryson de- 
clared he would now put “Phan- 
tom” out and later, after rumored 
refusal of Prince Edward theatre 
to give him a let, got Dominion 
theatre from Moss’, 

Talk around is meanwhile, Bryson 
had pulled every string to get 
“Mail’to lay off, renting a suite at 
Hotel Splendide near to Lord Roth- 
ermere’s, getting Cochran and Ni- 
kitina to a lunch, offering adver- 
tising..No good. “Mail” still went 


(Continued on page 86) 


Cheaper Sound Device 


5 Indie Distribs Out 
Of English Renters’ Soc. 


London, July 18. 
At the last meeting of the Kine- 
matograph Renters’ Society, official 
body composed of representatives of 
the distributors here, Radio Pic- 
tures, Limited, name given by R- 
K-O to its newly formed British 
subsidiary, wer@:elected members. 
At the same time, five ingie dis- 
tribs withdrew from membership— 
Argosy Films, British International 


CHARLIE ALTHOFF 
“The Yankee Fiddler” 
Regards to his European fviends. 
Address VARIETY, New York 


French Proposal 
Would Curb Prod. 


Foreigners 


public interest, crowds being so 
stirred by its emotional effect that 
a number of people in the first 
audience fainted, 

The managemént was prompt in 
making use of this for publicity 
purposes, having stretchers avail- 
able at all performances and a:num- 
ber of Red Cross nurses prominent 
in the theatre. Several public dem- 
cnstrations against ‘war have taken 
place. ; 

At the ‘same time. the Palace, 
Copenhagen’s biggest cinema, starts 
its new season with “All Quiet on 
the “Western Front,” Universal's 
production of the Remarque story, 
which shares in the public interest. 


thorough mess of the studios, units 
flocked in, made cheap quickies and 
folded, usually losing money—the 
poor old public’s money.: Most: of 
these units’ are by now forgotten 
and the steadier concerns remain. 
In the next few months the ree 
maining catch-penny concerns will 
have dived into liquidation, and the 
field will be left clear for the better 
units to make good or otherwise.: 
The production field here is now 
split into two camps, the Gaumont 
British ‘organization and British In- 
ternational. 
Gaumont British, bolstered by a 
theatre chain, produce ‘as the Gau- 
mont Company at Shepherd’s Bush, 
as Gainsborough at Islington, while 


Film Distributors, International Kinopalaet starts. with Para- 
° ig Cinematograph Corp., Pioneer Film mount’s first Scandinavian sound'|its other affiliations, such as Ideal 
Promised Austrians Agency, and Winads. : Paris, July 29. picture, a version of the Paris pro- | and F.B.O., occasionally make a pice 
Argosy has been merged in a Unless the French exhibitors, as| duction of ‘The Hoie in the Wall.” | ture. By ae 
fusion of ‘companies, B. I. F. D./a body, have some weight—and this 2 Gaumont, as a production concern, 


Vienna, July 29. 
A new sound reproducing ap- 
paratus, sponsor for which declares 


it can be installed at from three- 


quarters to a half of the price of 
existing machines, is announced by 
its inventor, F. D. Rothy, a Vienna 
who says he will have 
several local cinemas equipped with 
it within a few weeks. 

The existence of foreign patents 
has hitherto prevented the use of 
any amplifying device which his to 
have a ground connection. Any 
apparatus available and free of a 
ground connection has been injured 
by the intrusion of outside noises. 

The new apparatus is described 
as “obviating earthing or shielding 


merged with another lot of indies 
which includes InternationalCine, 
Winads wound up, and Pioneer is in 
the backwoods. 

Sol Newman, R-K-O chief here, 
will represent Radio on the society. 


“Phantom” Does $17,000 


London, July 29. 
Universal’s “Phantom of the 
Opera,” dubbed in sound, did $17,000 
opening week at the Dominion. 
Picture was supported by a 
strong stage show. 


Foreign “Ingagis” 
Hollywood, July 29. 


is quite likely—a move by the 
French Producers’ Association to re- 
strict French talker production lo- 
cally by foreign organizations to 
one-fourth that of the French pro- 
ducing organizations, may be legis- 
latively sustained. 

A combination of professional 
jealousy, international pique and 
an underlying opposition to local 
graft conditions is behind the pro- 
ducers’ move to obtain a ministerial 
decree which would curtail. all for- 
eign producers’ activities in and 
around ‘Paris. 

For ene thing, Marcel Delac, head 
of the French producers, is peeved 
at his failure to obtain German af- 
filiations. His agitation is aimed 
in a measure against Tobis which 


Par Figures Must Make’ 
Outdoor Foreigns in U. S. 


First outdoor foreign language 
picture for Paramount will be a 
Spanish edition of “Sea God,” in 
which Ramon Pareda has the lead 
part which Richard Arlen played in 
the English version. 

Going into the outdoors for for- 
eign versions is an indication, ac- 
cording to Par execs, that a big 
majority of this studio’s foreigns 
will be mostly of that type. 

Explanation is that the interior 
type will be left mostly to produc- 


but still giving great purity, of Congo Pictures is turning out 4 f tion at the Paris studios, while 
tone.”. It is said to be adaptable | prints of “Ingagi”’ in French and Hollywood, with better climatic 
to use with sound on film or with | German. te conditions for outside’ shooting, 


disc records. 

If the inventor can make good 
his claims, the new device will be 
taken up by the Vienna Associa- 
tion of Exhibitors, most of them 
operating small or medium sized 
houses. This is the group that 
fought recently to accumulate a 
supply of silent pictures, but who 
found only some 8&4 subjects avail- 
able in the world. . 

The Association holds that if the 
new Rothy device turns out to be 
practicable, it will solve their prob- 
lem of converting small silent 
houses into sound theatres. 


Peace in Canada 


Ottawa, July 29. 

Shareholders of Famous. Players 
Canadian Corp. who declined to 
exchange their stock in the ratio 
of five to four for*shares in Para- 
mount-Publix when the latter ac- 
quired the Canadian chain in May 
have been given another opportu- 
nity to deposit their shares—with 
the consent of the New York cor- 
poration, it is announced. There 
has been no market for the original 


Picture has already had a Spanish 
dubbing. 


e 


ROACH’S ITALIAN VERSION 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Hal Roach has added Italian to 
the list of languages for his actors 
to wise up on. First to be made in 
that language are the Laurel and 
Hardy comedies. 

The two comics will spick on ‘‘The 
Night Owls” next week. 


Winston Ready 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Bruce Winston, English comedian 
and stage director, is here to make 
his American screen debut in 
“Children of. Dreams” (WB). 


talkers not alone in French and 
German but also English and Italian 
maintaining permanent stocks for 
these. i 

The real reason behind it is the 
French picture mob’s pique at find- 
ing the general progressiveness of 
the Americans, as instanced by 
Paramount, creating a new and 
higher type of efficiency which has 
eliminated all graft and kindred 
“arrangements” for production in- 
cidentals. This was at one time 
one of the biggest sub-industries 
in the French film racket. 

On the other hand, the need by 
the exhibs for American, German 
and other nationals’ film product, 
and with knowledge that native pro- 
ducers can’t take up the slack, will 
probably kill this move. 


will get the films calling for sun- 
shine. 
Spanish “Sea God” will be di- 
rected by Edward Venturina. 


Film Extras Not Workers 
Under French Ruling 


Paris, July 29. 

British Equity and the Film Art- 
ists’ Guild went before the high 
courts today (29) in an appeal 
against a recent ruling debarring 
film extras from receiving damages 
for injuries sustained during work 
in studios. 

The ruling disregards supers as 
workers and disqualifies them from 
the usual workmen’s compensation. 
Film people are prepared to make a 
fight to obtain classification such as 
will open the way for usual com- 
pensation. 


Dutch Film Maker 


The Hague, July 29. 
A new company has been formed 
here with the avowed purpose of 


in no way measure up against Brite 
ish International, which leads the 
field here on force of numbers. 

International, which also pro- 
duces an occasional outside picture 
through Burlington Productions, is 
more firmy embedded in the produc- 
tion field than its rivals. 


Other Units y 
Some of the remaining units, not 
to be found in either of the camps, 
are pretty well entrenched. Asso- 
ciated Radio Pictures has a link 
with R-K-O, although what is go- 
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FOX WILL MAKE 
FRENCH-ITALIAN 


_. Hollywood, July 29. 

Fox, last of the majors to go for 
foreign tongue prints, jumped in 
this week with both feet. Studio 
is now set for French and Italian 
features in addition to Spanish pro- 
grams started a month ago. 

With the introduction of Italian 
talkers, Fox is the only one big 
studio to make pictures in this lan- 
guage. Several of this tongue have 
been made here within the past six 
months but mostly by’ indies who 
mostly emphasized thé floating® of 
the companies rather ‘than what 
would become of the pictures after 
they were made. 

To date Fox has not yet shipped 
any foreign language material with 
the exception of a couple of Spanish 
and one French short. First fea- 
ture is “Common Clay.” ° New plans 
call for a French and Italian “Clay” 
and the same two-way treatment 
for “The Last of the Duanes.” Sev- 


Canadian F-P shares since the 
transaction. This marks the sur- making sound pictures in the native | eral others are to be made during 
render of Canadian shareholders Holland tongue. Its official name is | the year in these languages. A few 


who opposed the absorption of the 
Canadian chain by Paramount-Pub- 


Fournier Retires 


Paris, July 29. 

Emile Fournier, formerly largest 
circuit operator in Paris, but who 
already sold his film houses to 
Pathe-Natan, has now completed 
his retirement from the field. 

He continued to hold the legit 
houses, Empire, Wagram and Bo- 
bino, but these he now has disposed 
of to Pathe-Natan.: ~ 

Pathe-Natan, it is declared, will 
continue the legit policy in the three 
houses. The deal is more of a realty 
transaction than a theatrical de- 
velopment. 


“Gabbo” Hit in Zurich 
1 Zurich, July 29. 
“The Great Gabbo” (World Wide- 
Sono-Art) is a great success here 
at the Orient theatre. 


All with FOX. 


LUMSDEN 


Having completed contract with Fox is now freelancing. 
SO THIS IS LONDON,” with Will Rogers, directed by John Blystone. 


Now working in “THE RED SKY.” 


HARE 


Next picture of Scotland Yard. 


Cinetone. 


Outfit will also act as the local 
agent of the Devry Corp., of Chi- 
cago. 

Principal cameraman in Joseph 
Wirsching, formerly of the German 
producing concern Emelka. 


| German War Film Barred 


Zurich, July 29. 
“The Western Front in 1918” 
(German made by Neo Films) di- 
rected by G. W. Pabst, has been 
prohibited for exhibition in Bulgaria 
by that governmnet. 


Bohr’s Cuban Personals 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Having recently completed the 
English and Spanish versions ‘of 
“Rogue of the Rio Grande” for 
Sono-Art, Jose Bohr will leave here 
Aug 18. for three weeks of personal 
appearances at‘ ‘the Campoamor 


theatre in Cuba. 


Arranged by Ernest Smith, 


will be editions of pictures made 
in English but, for the' most part 
they will be written especially for 
European distribution with no du- 
plicates on the domestic market. 

Execs have already notified agents 
in Paris and Rome that they are in 
the market for native talent. 

The studio feels it is set for dl- 
rectorial talent. Max Constant, who 
for the last few years has flitted 
between Hollywood and the French 
studios as a player, will direct 
“Common Clay,” and if clicking will 
carry the burden on the remaing 
French produc’. For ‘Italian 
megging the studio will graduate @ 
cutter, Louis Loeffler, to co-direct 
with Frank Puglia, an actor-direc- 
tor from the other side. 

Meanwhile, Fox continues its pro- 
gram to make a dozen or more 
Spanish full-lengths. Next will be 
“The Love Gambler,” with Jose Mo- 
jica starred. Studio had ‘plans for 
German production but bas dropped 
them until: the present mix-up on 
the quota situation is straightened 
out. 


British Film Field ritish Froduction improves 
By Frank Tilley + 
4 d 
German War Picture of London, July 1. 
London, July 18. NO DIALOG IN FOREIGN Indications here suggest British 
son having a hot time T d Influ 
VERSIONS OF AN CFLS” remen ous ence talker production {s in a slightly 
“Phantom” over here originally and A D k’ Pr - «| better state than it was 12 months 
Paul Perez pulled his Army escort ahaa t enmark $ rremlere | back. British producers, content to 
of the neg, stunt, “Daily Mail” went Hollywood, July 29. slog along and hope nothing will 
right after them for bringing ridi- Foreign versions of “Hell's An- c h July 29 happen to upset them, have beca 
cule on the British Army. Subse-} will be made sans dialog ac- The Col 4 strengthening their position stead« 
quently the Exhibitors’ Association | | 14; ng to Howard Hughes’ plans. e Colosseum opened as a sound | jjy, 
banned the film and Uncle Carl Hughes claims that the returns picture house with the German syn- The best thing about the current 
withdrew it. ,|from foreign countries does not chronized picture, “The Western | British production field is the way 
Later on the exhibs forgave Carl| | ant the expense of including Front in 1918,” anti-war preach- it is straightening itself out. By a 
and attempts were made to find) aiciog. Spanish, French and Ger- ‘ process of elimination it is making 
a release for the film, but it seemed| |.) egitions of “Angels” go into 8 ment, weak in technique but a hu-/| gure that only the more worthwhile 
to get stuck with the circuits. es work immediately for synchroniza- : pr man document, units remain. : 
each time there has been any talK/ sion and scoring. a Picture has aroused enormous| After the Quota law had madea = 
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FOREIGN FILM NEWS 


OWN 


UFA Flirting with 


Bankers 


Berlin, July 29. 
UFA, pressed for funds by the 
Deutsches Bank, which, as. the 
Jargest creditor, is making demands, 
the Ostrer 
Brothers of London for additional 


banking services. 


The Ostrers are the British finan- 
ciers so prominent in the financial 
direction of British Gaumont, with 
whom UFA has had picture deal- 
ings in the past. These relations 
embraced both bi-lingual produc- 
tion as well as distribution. 

Ludwig Klitzsch, the ‘\ewspaper 
publisher and head of UFA, is per- 
sonally conducting these negotia- 
tions with the Ostrers. 

Proposal is that the Ostrers 
finance to the extent of $1,000,000 
to take over the parcel of stock 
pledged to the Deutsches Bank, 
which is still bound by a pool con- 
tract until October. 

Klitzsch also plans to sell other 
shares to Ostrer, but for this the 
concurrence of both the Hugenberg 
Reichswehr and the Ministry of 
Finance and the Foreign Office is 
necessary. All have refused tem- 
porarily. 


Current Films in Buenos 
Aires and Reception 


Buenos Aires, July 29. 

New pictures here and their re- 
sults are as follows: 

“Love Parade” (Par—2d run) re- 
peats original smash. 

“Street of Chance” 

“One 
mild. 

“On With the Show” (FN), fair. 

The releases first named are get- 
ting the bulk of the business, with 
the rest trailing far behind. 

It daily becomes more evident 
that the Argentine fans are fed up 
with backstage American stories, 
hungry for novelties and fresh ideas. 


IST SQUAWK 
PARIS PARLEY 


(Par), fair. 
Romantic, Night” (UA), 


Vienna, July 29. 

Western Electric has announced 
that as a result of the Paris sound 
agreement, it can sell its apparatus 
in Austria and other Central Euro- 
pean countries only up to Aug. 1. 
On that date it will cease to sell 
new equipment, but it will continue 
its service stations for equipment 
@lready installed. 

The Austrian 


picture theatre 


, Owners first pleased with the Paris 


understanding because they thought 
it would free them from the Tobis 
tonefilm monopoly, now declare they 
have been turned over body and 
Berlin sound patent 
(Tobis-Klangfilm) interests. 


PP-ASTORIA, ENGLAND, 
BUY FOR KAT?’ 0K? 


London, July 29. 

Purchase of the Astoria Cinema 
Circuit by Paramount-Publix, sup- 
posed to have been set in New York 
by Emil Wertheimer, it now turns 
out is conditioned upon the approval 
of such a deal by a Par official sail- 
ing for London Aug. 1, after he has 
looked over the ground here. 

Official is Sam Katz, who wants to 


-Bive the general picture situation 


here the once over, besides putting 
k. on the theatre purchase. 
‘Nothing definite on the story: just 


although it seems certain 
that the Astoria deal depends upon 


Something of the kind. 

cinemas are at Streatham, 
rixton, Finsbury and Old Kent 

nother house is in process 


7: 


British 
for $1,000,000 Loan 


|WARNERS’ FRENCH FILM 
MADE IN GERMANY 


Paris, July 29. 
Warner Bros. agents here are scout- 
ing France and French players to be 
used in making a picture version of 
“Those Who Dance.” 
Work will be done in Berlin. 


STOLL SALE 
RUMORED FOR 
$20,000,000 


Profitable Properties, Ex- 
cept Stoll Picture Co. 


London, July 29. 


An inside story is that Sir Oswald 
Stoll is discussing with London 
financiers the sale of Stoll Theatres 
Corp., of which Stoll is chairman. 

Around $20,000,000 would be in- 
volved in such a deal. It is said 
ithe amount is quietly being raised. 

Main holders in the corporation 
besides Sir Oswald, who is the big- 
gest single interest, are Sir George 
Dance, Alderman Davis, Douglas 
McCraith and Gordon: Michie. 

The separate properties in Lon- 
don .are the Alhambra, Coliseum, 
Hackney, Shepherds Bush, Chiswick 
and Woodgreen Empires, the Stoll 
picture house and the Stoll Picture 
Productions. 

In the provinces there are Man- 
chester and Bristol Hippodromes, 
Ardwick and Chatham Empires and 
the Leicester Palace. There houses 
formerly were independent concerns 
under -~he chairmanship of Stoll and 
have earned regular dividends per- 
mitting payment of from 10 to 20% 
a year. An exception is the Stoll 
Picture Productions which has lost 
$500,000 in five years. 


Passes Dividend 


The Stoll Theatres Corporation 
was formed in 1928 and its first 


year’s profit was $250,000. Share- 
holders were paid 6%. So far this 


year’s interim dividend has been 
passed ‘for conserving of resources” 
as the formal explanation expresses 
it. 

The corporation has an outstand- 
ing capitalization o2 $10,450,000, 
most of it in common shares of one 
pound face and another 100,000 one- 
pound management shares. The 
management shares are held by 
Stoll and his co-directors. 

Stoll always has been ready to 
discuss business on condition that 
he be paid $20 for each $5 manage- 
ment share, and $7.50 for each $5 
ordinary share. These terms are 
in addition to $2,001,000 as indem- 
nities for the retiring directors and 
staff. 


Besides the share capitalization 
the company also has obligations 
in mortgages amounting to 
$2,000,000. 

The shares are nov quoted 


around $1.25 and .t one time last 


year stood at $7. 


Brulatour Decorated 


Paris, July 29. 

Jules Brulatour, American agent 
of the Eastman interests, has just 
been honored. 

The decoration of the French Le- 
gion d’Honneur has been conferred 
upon him. 

Ufa Acquires 2,000-Seater 
Berlin, July 29. 

Mercedes Palast, 2,000-seater, in 
Berlin, has been taken over by 
Ufa. 


ILM MAKER 


HIGHLY 


Wealth of Operetta Com- 
posers, Librettists, Players 
and Directors for Musical 
Sound Films—Kontingent 
Another Windfall—Don’t 
Want American Nor 
Neighboring Teutonic In- 
fluences 


NATI 


FIRST ALL-TALKER 


By EMIL VADNAY 


Vienna, July 29. 

Austria, centered here in Vienna 
as its political, artistic and social 
capital, is thoroughly talker-minded 
and soundfilm-conscious. Likewise 
optimistic. 

Worthy sound productions are 
‘now looked forward to in the very 
near future, predicated on the fact 
that Austria once produced excel- 
lent silents (excellent, that is, for 
the Teutonic countries) and that, 
with its wealth of. operetta com- 
posers and librettists, Viennese mu- 
sical actors, authors and stagers, 
plus the usual number of straight 
film directors, Austria will be able 
to play an important part in the 
world’s soundfilm production. 

The cooler picture people here 
point out that these cinematic op- 
timists forget that the Vienna stu- 
dios have been closed nearly six 
years for lack of funds and have 
proportionately fallen so far behind 
in the march of technique as to 
make it an almost hopeless task to 
undertake, particularly considering 
that soundfilms are too expensiv2 to 
experiment with. 

The large encouraging factor, 
however, to everybody is the rais- 
ing of the kontingent on foreign 
soundfilm imports, which new legis- 
lation now has the sole remaining 
details of fixing the methods of pro- 
cedure. 

Another Factor 

A second and almost equally im- 
portant factor to encourage native 
production is that the Vienna pic- 
ture exhibs are refusing to buy any 
but the ultra soundfilms in the Eng- 
lish language, where production 
quality and other cinematic quali- 
fications must offset the English 
language drawbacks. Such talkers 
in English—or Americanese as we 
call it here—can only be shown here 
in the heart of Vienna where they 
might get some of the lingo. Even 
the fashionable suburbs, populated 
by a cosmopolitan and sophisticated 
patronage will have none of the 
foreign language talkers and since 
this suburban, along with the pro- 
vincial, market must be relied on 
to recover the high and locally very 
expensive rentals, the chances for 
Austrian soundfilm production are 
favorable. 

Austria is likewise off the Ger- 
man talkers as with American 
soundfilms and while the tongues 
are the same, unlike Hungary which 
has a magyar argot all its own, 
Austria, like the neighboring Czechs, 
3ulgars, Serbs, Croatians and 
Magyars, is jealous of its inde- 
pendence and wants to preserve it 
through its own screen media, 

In the meantime, for want of film 
product, and as another definite re- 
action away from the Berlin studio 
influences emanating from Neuba- 
belberg and Tempelhof, the Vien- 
nese exhibs are demanding that the 
American and British producers dub 
their talkers in German or give 
them German language films for lo- 
cal consumption. 

Local attitude on the Paris pat- 
ents’ pact is that everything is more 
to the benefit of the electrics than 
the film companies although the 
Austrian picture men for the mo- 
ment are pleased because it breaks 
the practical monopoly enjoyed here 
by Tobis. 

Shooting on Austria's first 100% 
soundfilm began today (22) in the 


> 


CZECH MONOPOLY USING 
TOBIS FOR 10 TALKERS 


Prague, July 29. 

A. B. Films, of Prague, through 
the investment or several millions 
of crowns, will engage in a mo- 
nopoly production of sound films in 
Czechoslovakia, with the use of the 
Tobis system. Czech sound films 
are now being turned out with the 
aid of the German experts. 

The A. B. company expects to 
turn out annually 10 talkers at a 
cost of 10,000,000 crowns, to be sold 
not only in Czechoslovakia but also 
in Germany and other countries. 

The first, “Slavic Melody,” based 
on a Tolstoy novel, will be ready in 
September. Magna Sonja and J. 
Kocian, famous Czech violinist, 
have the leads. 


FOX AND MGM 
MERGING-PROD. 
EUROPE? 


Berlin, July 29. 

Fox will produce German talkers 
in the native language on the conti- 
nent, most likely in Berlin, within 
the near future, and for this pur- 
pose Julius Aussenberg, for long 
Fox’s distribution chieftain in Ger- 
many, has resigned to concern him- 


self chiefly with the production 
plans. 

Kahn, formerly with Metro in 
Germany, succeeds Aussenberg in 


charge of Fox German distribution. 


Paris, July 29. 

Laudy IL. Lawrence, special 
European representative for M-G-M 
on the Continent, is en route to 
New York, sailing July 26 on the 
“Bremen.” He is to confer with 
Arthur Loew in New York. 

Fox-Metro co-operation and co- 
ordination in Europe has been dis- 
cussed on this side and Lawrence’s 
trip over is probably for this pur- 
pose, 


Arthur Loew could not be reached 
in New York for statement thereon 
although Lawrence’s advent augurs 
some such probability, further borne 
out by a Metro man stepping into 
Aussenberg’s shoes for Fox in Ger- 
many. 


BOOM IN ENGLISH 
STUDIO EXPANSION 


London, July 29. 
Twickenham studios here are to 
be rebuilt with doubled ‘shooting 
capacity. Unit produces quota 


Artists and also British talkers. 

Another studio here being rebuilt 
on the quiet is the Nettlefold lot, 
out of London. This very small 
unit had trouble with its sound 
system, and finally had to rent space 
at Twickenham for its production. 

Gainsborough studios, gutted by 
fire in January, are now working 
again with new RCA installed. 

Indications are there will be a 
general British studio revival 
around the fall, due largely to con- 
tinually increasing concentration on 
multi-linguals. 


Appeal in Switzerland ~ 
On Tri-Ergon Vs. Fox 


Zurich, July 29. 

The case of Tri-Ergon against 
Fox Films, involving claims of 
patent infringement, is up on ap- 
peal. 

On the present hearing before the 
Commercial court in Zurich it will 
go to final decision, covering the 
whole Swiss jurisdiction. 


phon, Austrian picture producing 
company, under the direction of 
Czeja, general direction of the Aus- 


trian Broadcasting Co. and Dr. 


Schoenbrunn Studios of the Selono- Fuchs of Selonophon. 


footage for Warners and United, 


ALL AUSTRALIA 


Entire Press Panning His 
Ridiculous Acts 


Sydney, July 29. 

Picture industry here is aghast 
at the action of the Secretary of 
State for New South Wales offer- 
ing to sell the appointment of a 
censor of public morals and order- 
ing special screenings of pictures 
already passed by the State Censors 
and ruled on by the Federal Ap- 
peals Board. 

The secretary called for a screen- 
ing for examination of “The Ship 
From Shanghai” (M-G-M) | befére 
himself, one of his underlings and 
a police official. Action was taken 
although the picture has played the 
city and its suburbs for many 
weeks. 

As the result of a surprise visit 
of the official to “The Little Acci- 
dent,” legit success presented by 
Williamson-Tait, that company may 
have to withdraw the piece if the 
secretary deems {ft unsuited to the 
moral well being of the community. 

“Last week the official ordered 
“Lummox” withdrawn although the 
picture had been passed by the Ap- 
peals board. “The Case of Sergeant 
Grischa” was held up until it had 
received the sanction of the same 
official. 

Now it is expected the federal 
authorities will take a hand to 
check such official bullying, the su- 
perior tribunal holding that the 
regular censor backed by the Ap- 
peals Board is capable of handling 
the situation without outside in- 
terference. 

In all his actions the New South 
Wales official has atacked only 
American product. The whole press 
has taken up arms against his dic- 
tator-like attitude, declaring he has 
made Australia the laughing stock 
of the world by his absurd pro- 
ceduré, 


FRENCH TAKING 
NEWSREEL 


Paris, July 29. 

There are signs that the French 
public is rapidly becoming educated 
to the sound newsreel service to the 
extent that they regard it as the 
equivalent of the newspapers. 

A detail pointing in that direction 
is the enormous public draw of the 
Fox Movietone Italian earthquake 
pictures, rushed to Paris from the 
field and released Saturday. 


SOUTH AFRICA TRADE 
DEPRESSION EXTREME 


Capetown, July 29. 
Trade depression throughout the 
country has reached the extreme 
where Government railways, local 
tramways and industries in general 


are cutting down working sched- 
ules with consequent reduction of 
wages. 


Wage cuts are bound to have an 
effect upon theatre attendance, it 
is believed by showmen. 

On top of this hardship to show- 
men, the Transvaal Provincal coun- 
cil is now proposing new taxes upon 
entertainments, sports events and 
horse racing, the regulation apply- 
ing to all the Transvaal. 

Sporting events and racing have 
hitherto been exempt from taxes. 
The new proposal is arousing strong 
resentment. 


New $250,000 German Co. 


Berlin, July 29. 
President Scheer of the Reichs- 
union, the German exhibitors’ asso- 
ciation, is organizing Reichsfilm Co., 
indie production and distribution 
company, with a proposed $250,000 


stock issue for public flotation, 


CENSOR ANNOYS 
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8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, July 30, 1930 


Several Holdover Films Had 
Bis Drops in Grosses Last Week; 
With Heat, Chicago Way Up to $60,500 


Chicago, July 29. 
Weather: Hot 


Although terrific heat killed Sat- 
urday and Sunday business, the 
loop houses revived strongly and 
there was no great cause for com- 
plaint. 

Publix-B. & K. Chicago shot back 
into old-time form for a _ $25,000 
lead over its closest rival, at $60,500 
with “Let Us Be Gay” (M-G). As 
a result picture held over in the 
loop and went to the Oriental, 
which made the second week run- 
ning Oriental had a holdover. Last 
week it held “Blushing Brides” a 
2a week. On the “Blushing” hold- 
over the Oriental dropped $15,000 
to $35,000, but a figure which 
showed profit, as drop was ex- 
pected. 

R-K-O’s two yaudfilm houses still 
running within $1,000 of each other, 
the Palace topping with $18,000. 

“Byrd at Pole” (Par) scrammed 
from the Roosevelt after four good 
weeks, “Common Clay” replacing. 
Byrd picture a comfortable taker, 
although it dropped last week, but 
a strong start for “Common Clay” 
held the house’s business. up from 
Friday to Friday. “Song o’ My 
Heart” dropped its 3d week at the 
United Artists and was taken out, 
“Raffles” going in. The McCor- 
mack picture upset predictions, 
having a walloping start and sub- 
stantial 2d week. 

“Big House” in its fourth week 
at McVicker’s reflected the run- 
house drop-off, but was just below 
the 30 mark. Film will leave the 
middle of the week. 

At R-K-O’s Woods “Hell's 
Island” got a regular start, but 
dropped toward the end of the 
week. Picture stayed on, however. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85), “Let Us Be Gay” (M-G). 
Stage show. Ace house of the loop 
soared up several thou. to $60,500 
with picture liked by cricks and 
female trade. Results so pleasant 
picture shot into the Oriental. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.) 
(1,865; 50-75-85), “Big House” 
(M-G). Smash dropped to $29,500 
3d week, a 10-G slide, but stayed 
on to complete four weeks, coming 
July 31, 

Monore (Fox) (1,000; 25-40), 
“Movietone Follies” (Fox). Normal 
week at $4,300. House took on 
“White Cargo,” the picture on which 
Hays office has thumbs down, for 
second loop run. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
40-75-85), “Our Blushing Brides” 
(M-G). Stage show. Holding over 
this picture, house dropped $15,000 
to $35,000, which is normal busi- 
ness. 

Orpheum (Warner) (799; 35-50), 
“Golden Dawn” (WB). With firs? 
run this time, around $6,000. 

Palace (R-K-O) (2,300; 50-75-85), 
“Nan McGrew” (Par). Vaude. De- 
spite critics liking this flicker and 
good stage show, house barely 
climbed a notch above the previous 
week at $18,000. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,500; 


50-75-85), “With Byrd” (Par) and 
“Common Clay” (Fox) divided a 
week which got $22,500. Byrd pic- 


ture, closing four weeks on Wednes- 
day, brought $15,500 in four days, 
and “Common Clay” $7,000 in two. 
Latter current, and looked to have 
strong run, playing under adults— 
only permit. 

State-Lake (R-K-O) (2,700: 50- 
75), “What A Man” (U). Vaude. 
House hasn’t seen 20 in some time; 
$17,000. 


United Artists (Publix-UA) 
(1,700; 50-75-85), “Song 0’ My 
Heart” (Fox). Dropped regulation 
$7,000 in 3d week, hitting $16,000, 


and went out. “Raffles” 
placed. 

Woeds (R-K-O) (1,200; 50-75-85), 
“Hell's Island” (Col). Exceptional 
start, but began to sag, and al- 
though getting good $10,000, more 
was expected. Held over. 


(UA) 


re- 


Save Time on Location by 
Writing Continuity There 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Pathe will try an experiment in 
continuity writing on “The Painted 
Desert” by sending Howard Higgins, 
director, and Tom Buckingham, au- 
thor, to the actual desert locations 
to write their continuity. 

In this manner the company hopes 
to eliminate loss of time in shoot- 
ing by having the locations in the 
shooting script. Usual procedure is 
to alter the locations after the com- 
pany gets there and finds it’s impos- 
sible to get the proper action out of 
the scenes as they are on paper. 


a 


PHILLY FINALLY SLIPS 
$38,000 AT MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, July 29. 

Current summer season which up 
until after the Fourth unusually 
satisfactory for Philly’s film houses 
because of the comparatively cool 
weather, has now hit the bumps. 
Hot spell of the last two weeks 
has sent grosses down to rock- 


bottom. 

Mastbaum was high on the week, 
but the big house dropped to $38,000, 
about $5,000 off from previous week, 
and a little under the summer aver- 
age. Even “Dawn Patrol’ at the 
Boyd couldn’t withstand the tem- 
perature. Critics raved and the 
start was most promising, but in 
the first full week $20,000 was best, 
not big. 

Stanley, with Garbo’s “Romance,” 
hit around $20,000. Not bad, but 
under what had been expected for 
the first week. Earl had poorest 
week in a long time with only $16,- 
000 for a combination of “The Fall 
Guy” on the screen and stage show. 
This house has slipped way under 
its pace of six months to a year ago, 
when $22,000 was average. 

Karlton, on the other hand, has 
been picking up steadily. Perhaps 
its location on Chestnut near Broad 
has allowed it to catch whatever 
hotel transients Philly gets. Last 
week “Let Us Be Gay,” moving from 
Boyd, got better than $7,000, which 
for a 1,000 capacity house at a 50c 
top was very good. 

Stanton had a satisfactory week 
with “The Big House” at $14,000. 
An advertising campaign rather 
more extensive than usual for this 
house was used. 

The Fox did only fairly well with 
“Good Intentions” on the screen 
and a rather inferior stage bill. 


“Dawn Patrol,” “Romance” and 
“Big House” held over for second 
weeks. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75). “Way 
Out West” (Metro). Best in town. 
$38,000, but disappointment. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75) “Dawn 
Patrol” (FN). Highly vratsed but 
net what prognosticators exnected; 
$20,000. 

Chestnut (1,640; 50-$2) “Western 
Front” (U) (8th, final week). 
Scrammed with $6,000, ending high- 
ly profitable engagement. 


Earle (2,000; 25-60) “The Fall 
Guy” (Radio). Neither film nor 
stage show rated much. $16,000 not 
fancy. 


Fox (3,000; 90) “Good Intentions” 


Fox). Paced between $26,000- 
$27,000. Edmund Lowe popular 
locally. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75) “Ro- 
mance” (Metro). Garbo picture 
amassed $20,000, nice for summer. 
Hela over, 

Stanton (25-65) “Big House” 
(Metro). Heavily exploited and 


stepped up to $14,000. 
Held over. 

Karlton (1,000; 50) “Let Us Be 
Gay” (Metro). Moved here from 
Boyd; acquired commodious $7,000. 
Small capacity house has done very 
well lately. 


Pretty good. 


“AMONG THE STARS 


Stage Stars—Film Stars—Indus- 
trial, Financial and even Stars of 
the Sky—atop the madding whirl 
of Broadway at its busiest spot— 
on the HOTEL ASTOR ROOF, 
overlooking the Crossroads of the 
World. 

Marvelous dancing on a.superb 
floor to the strains of a famous 
MEYER DAVIS ORCHESTRA. 


“SINS” DREW WELL 
IN BALTO’S UPSTAIRS 


Baltimore, July 29. 
(Draw. Pop., 850,000) 
Weather: hot 


Town is sweating through most 
prolonged high temperature period 
since World War. It takes a re- 
frigerated house, plus an outstand- 
ing picture, to buck the heat. 
Century turned the trick last 
week with “Safety in Numbers,” 
and the elevator house, the Valen- 
cia, gave everyone a surprise by 
doing top business when the ther- 
mometer was at the top. “Sins of 
the Children” gets the credit. 
Elsewhere it -was rather a sad 
story. The big Stanley, despite iced 
air, slid with “Love Among Mil- 
lionaires.” “The Texan” was far 
from handsome up at the Parkway. 
Just. a week at the New, where 
“Cheer Up and Smile” brought 
little cheer. Keith’s with ‘The 
Social Lion,” fair. Auditorium now 
dark, Understood to reopen as 
a picture house in fali at 50c top, 
on grind. It means the deluxe stuff 
is abandoned in this town, 


Estimates for Last Week 


Century (Loew) “Safety in Num- 
bers” (3,200; 25-60). Started big 
Monday afternoon. “Singing to the 
Stars,” pleasing stage show with 
fine ballet. Heat held gross to 
$21,000, average. 

Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall) 
“Love Among Millionaires” (3,600; 
25-60). Just another Bow skit; $14,- 
500, not hefty. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) “Social 
Lion” (2,500; 25-50). Heat and 
competition held down to $7,500. 
Valencia (Loew) “Sins of Child- 
ren” (1,200; 25-35). 3iggest sur- 
prise in town. Loew’s Mann in 
screen debut, caught on instantly. 
Excellent notices, and business 
ditto. One of theatre’s biggest 
weeks at $6,000. 

Parkway (Loew) “The Texan” 
(1,000; 25-35). This film far from 
b. 0. wow at Stanley, true to form up 
here. Nose-dived from recent ex- 
cellent highs; $3,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) “Recaptured 
Love” (15-25). Heat crippled and 
intake low; $3,000. 
New (Mechanic) 
Smile” (1,500; 


“Cheer Up and 
25-50). Brought 


little to b. 0.; $4,500, 


Portland, Ore., July 29. 

Maybe hard times someplace, but 
local b. o. biz is on the up and up. 
Sidewalk lineups get longer. 
Houses with the show are cracking 
winter grosses in midsummer. Par- 
amount (Publix) needed all its 3,500 
seats last week with “Dawn Pa- 
trol.” House hired lobby acts to 
keep ’em amused while waiting to 
park the hips in the main hall. 

Fox Broadway likewise stood ’em 
up with “Romance” and F. & M.’s 
“Rose Garden” stage show, bumper 
combination of high grade enter- 
tainment. Had greatest opening 
day on house record. 

Other houses not hit by big oppo- 
sish. Rather helped. Orpheum had 
okay week for program bill. Third 
week of “Unholy Three” at United 
Artists okay. Music Box slumped 
some with “Man From Blankley’s,” 
which registered as comedy. House 
complained about summer depres- 
sion, so unwound the film with poor 
scund and projection and failed to 


Ptld. Grosses Gives Horse Laugh to 
“Hard Times’—Leaders Hit $18,000 


exploit it. Result as expected. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“Romance” (M-G-M). Got critics 
and SRO. Biggest thing on reels 
to show here this year. Plus F. & 
M.’s “Rose Garden” stage show, ace 
high bill. $18,000. 
Paramount (Publix) (3,500; 25-50) 


—“Dawn Patrol’ (FN). Lined ’em 
up all down the block. Biggest 
gross this year. $16,400. 


Orpheum (Kk-K-O) (2,000; 25-50) 
—“Lawful Larceny” (R-K-O). Okay 
program comedy. Vaude. Good 
week. $8,500. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 


200; 25-60)—3d week, “Unholy 
Three,” fair. $4,000. 
Rialto (Publix) (2,000; 25-50)— 


“Nan McGrew” clicked as comedy. 
$5,700. 

Musie Sox (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50)—“Man From Blankley’s” (WB). 
Spoiled by lack of exploitation. 
$5,300. 


Ace House, $28,000; ‘All Quiet,’ $17,000 


GARBO VS. BOW ENDED 
THAT WAY IN L’SVILLE 


Louisville, July 29 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Hot 

Last week there was one; this 
week there are five miniature golf 
courses displaying 18 little signs 
reminding their patrons of the cur- 
rent attraction at Loew's. To the 
lucky or skillful persons making 
certain hoies in one, on €ach of the 
courses, are presented passes for 
two to “the coolest spot in town.” 
During the first week of this tie- 
up, an experiment, 25 golfers sank 
“aces” on the 18th hole of the one 
course then co-operating with the 
State. Manager McDowell now has 
at least a dozen unexercised options 


for hook-ups with other little 
e.olfies. 

Clara Bow’s grip is_ slipping. 
“Love Among the Millionaires” 
gathered less than $4,000 for the 


Rialto last week. Greta Garbo held 
the State pretty steady consider- 
ing all opposition. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Alamo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 
“Deuble Crossroads” (Fox). 
off little but still oke; $4,100. 

Mary Anderson (R-K-O) (1,387; 
30-50)—“Man From Wyoming” 
(Par). House well deserves few 
name flickers, although this makes 
too many westerns in row; $3,500. 
Brown (Brown) (1,509; 15-25-40) 
—‘‘Second Wife’ (Radio). Despite 
good films this house simply can’t 
get breaks in patronage. Off this 
week, $3,700. Split-week, first-run 
policy now being tried. 

Rialto (R-K-O) (2,940; 30-50)— 
“Leve Among Millionaires” (Par). 
Clara has less S. A. with each new 
effort. This one panned as her 
worst in years. $3,990. 

State (Loew) (3,252; 35-50)—“Ro- 
mance” (MG). Glorious Greta is 
the toast of the town, even with the 
thick accent. Some pulling power 
attributed to Gavin Gordon, leading 
man, who hails from the hinterlands 
of Kentucky. He is tall, has good 
features, a voice and poise and yet 
doesn’t completely click; maybe 
needs more experience to be really 
hot. $12,100. 

Strand (4th Ave.) (1,785; 30-50)— 
“Gocd Intentions”. (Fox). Eddie 
Lowe is always good for the femmes 
and matinees here heavy; $6,200. 


Montreal’s Very Bad Wk.; 
‘Big House,’ Pal., $10,000, 
$9,500, Capitol; Each Low 


Montreal, July 29. 

(Drawing Population, 600,000) 

Weather: Hot 

General elections, baseball, vaca- 
tions, and lack of tourists have shot 
the picture biz. Grosses everywhere 
down to the lows of year for the 
past week. Elections end Monday, 
but hot weather liable to last. 

Palace tried to attract with “The 
3ig House,” but Saturday matinee 
opening day was a wash-out. Bal- 
ance of week failed to make up for 
big drop over week-end. Hardly 
$10,000, worst of season. 

Capitol did no better with “The 
Social Lion.” Only nose-dived to 
$9,500. 

Loew's had better 
vaude and “Women Everywhere,” 
which fitted in well with balance 
of program. In poor week did about 


40)— 
Eased 


than average 


jas good as Palace with $10,000 and 


in the red. Imperial ran “Framed’’ 
and good vaude but couldn’t do any 
better than $7,000, a wallop. 

Neighborhoods all badly hit. 

Estimates for Past Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75)—“Big 
House” (M-G-M). Femmes not 
much interested. Lowest of year 
at $10,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-75)—“So- 
cial Lion” (Par). Brodie on general 
conditions and red with $9,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200: 35-65)— 
“Women Everywhere” (Fox). Good 
vaude and bright picture, but 50% 
less tourists this year; $10,000, 
pretty poor. 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
$1.50) —“All Quiet” (U) (5th week). 
Nothing doing; $3,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-55)— 
“The Bad One” (UA) (2d week). 
Another one that flopped cn repeat. 
$6,500, poor. 

Imperial (FP) 


in 


(1,900; 35-60)— 
Framed” (R-K-O). Sank to $7,000. 
_Rexy (Ind) (600; 50)—“Subma- 
rine” (Col). Another bad week at 


$1,500, 


(Drawing Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Hot 


Minneapolis, July 29, 
As usual much of the time, pros- 
perity during the past week was 
confined mainly to the Minnesota 
and the Century. In these two 
houses grosses actually were of pre- 
depression period caliber. Out- 
standing shows seem to draw in the 
folks on as big a scale as ever. 
Another recurrence of extreme 
heat sent the public scurrying to 
the bathing beaches the latter part 
of the week. More than the normal 
number of severe torrid spells this 
summer and they haven't done thee 
atre patronage any good. 
The week’s smash was “Western 
Front,” which gave the Century one 
of its biggest weeks. Playing at 
regular Century prices of T5c. over 
the entire house after 6.30 p. m., the 
war picture on a grind opened 
Thursday to record-breaking weeke 
day attendance. Performances start- 
ed at 9 a. m. instead of the usual 
11, helping to offset the extreme 
length of the program. Holds over. 
An elaborate fur style show added 
was the magnet which pulled into 
the Minnesota with “Social Lion” 
on the screen. Picture probably 
would not have grossed within $5,000 
of the Minnesota’s final figures 
without the fur style show augmen- 
‘tation: Ace house had a tip-top 
week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)—~ 
“Social Lion’ (Par). “Million Dol- 
lar Fur Style” and Publix unit 
stage show, “Top o’ the World.” 
Good all-around program. Fur show 
staged by leading Twin City furrier 
without cost to house and exploited 
and advertised in effective fashion, 
Twenty-eight mannequins displayed 
fur garments aggregating close to 


million dollars in cost. Around 
$23,700. 
Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)— 


“Western Front” (U). Won critics 
and public as one of year’s great 
pictures. $18,200. Splendid, con- 
sidering theatre’s seating capacity, 
price scale and length and program, 
Manager Harold Kaplan and Press 
Agent Fay ‘Taylor again outdid 
selves on effective front, finest and 
most attractive ever erected here 
Held over. 

State (Publix) 
the Level” (Foxy. 
and fine supporting shorts, but 
failed miserably as draw. One of 
worst weeks house has ever had, 


(2,200; 60)—“On 
Pleasing feature 


Victor McLaglen means _ nothing 
here. $5,800. 
R-K-O Orpheum (2,890; 50)— 


“Cheer Up and Smile” (Fox). Vaude- 


ville. Nothing on stage or screen to 
count. Live-wire bunch at this 
house, however, keeps’ plugging 


away on exploitation and advertis- 
ing and apparently is getting much 
better results with little help in pic- 
tures or stage names than would be 
the case if they didn’t take advan- 
tage of every exploitation bet pos- 
sible. $9,000. Not good, but more 
than should have been expected un- 
der the circumstances. 

Shubert (Bainbridge) (1,400; 50) 
—‘Hot Curves” (Tiffany). Mod- 
erately pleasing programer did not 
hold enough box-office dynamite to 
mean much at this unrefrigerated 
theatre. $1,500, which permitted 
house to get by under its advan- 
tageous arrangement with the dis- 
tributor. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)— 
“Strictly Unconventional” (M-G-M). 


Failed to get over. $3,000. Bad. 
Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—‘“Dan- 
gerous Nan McGrew” (Par). Fair 


picture, but not strong on draw. 
$1,500. Not good. 


Grand (Publix) (1,000; 35)—‘“Hold 
Everything” (WB), Ist half; “Jour- 
ney’s End” (Tiff), 2d half. $2,000. 
Fair. 


ee Split Tacoma 
With R-K-0 Road Shows 


Tacoma, July 29. 
(Drawing pop, 125,000) 
Weather, Warm 

Ruth Chatterton draw with R- 
K-O-Pan last week, in “Lady of 
Scandal.” This house has weekly 
tryouts for amateurs Tuesdays at 
10 a. m., with best ones used the 
half week when R-K-O vaucae 1S 
out. Along with “Scandal” house 
had the “Fire Ha‘. Quartet” the 
past week. 


Estimates for Last Week 
R-K-O-Pantages (R-K-O) (1,500; 


$2,800. 


25-50) “Lady of Scandal” (Metre). 
Good. $4,800. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
50) “Man From Blankley’s” (WB). 
Okay. $3,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50) 
“Social Lion” (Par). $4,600, good. | 

Colonial (Fox) (850; 25-35) 
“Blaze of Glory” (WB). So-s0. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 


“Angels” $16,800, “Patrol” 
Oppose Each Other in Seattle 


Seattle, July 29. 
(Drawing pop, 450,000) 
Weather, very warm 

Mercury hitting around 80 makes 
folks think it’s very warm here. So 
outdoor amusements have the call, 
but super-attractions inside the 
theatres are getting the kale, too. 
Night baseball in the coast league 
started in Seattle last week, with 
8,000 seeing the first game under 
the electric lights. Looks like this 
will furnish added competition to 
the show shops. Formerly no place 
to go nights but to the theatre. 
Now one can play miniature golf or 
stay home for the radio or hop out 
for night baseball. Years ago the 
beaches, evening drive or dancing 
was about all there was to detract 
from the show shop. 

This year Seattle also got its 
first real amusement park, and with 
weather playing into its hands, 
Playland, million do -r layout, is 
jogging along okay. 

With such the local situation it 
takes something real to pull ’em in. 
Last week bills as a rule were good. 
“Hell's Angels,” with Jean Harlow 
in person, at the Fox, was head- 
liner. House tilted admission prices 
to $1 top, with reserved seats and 
only two-a-day, instead of the usual 
five show grind. With just slight 
lift in placard prices, and capacity 
cut to two shows daily, even though 
it was a week of capacity business, 
the gross was no record. Looks like 
this one is for run of three, possibly 
four weeks. 

Paramount made last-minute 
booking of “Dawn Patrol” to cash 
in on the air-mindedness aroused 
in Seattle by the big campaign for 
“Angels.” Richard Barthelmess 
made a couple of personal appear- 
ances, as he was here on visit, 
headed for B. C. on vacation, with 
the family in tow. “Patrol” went 
on grind at regular scale. Folks 
liked this one as good picture, while 
“Angels” highly praised for its 
realism and spectacular thrills. 

President reopened for week with 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” first pro- 
fessional stage show in Seattle in 
90 days, longest interim sans stage 
known. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Paramount (Pub) (3,106; 25-60) 


“Dawn Patrol” (FN) Entertaining 
and good biz. $12,000. 
5th Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60) 


“Good Intentions” (Fox). Liked, but 
quiet last week. Poor at $9,900. 

Fox (Fox) (2,500; 35-$1) “Hell’s 
Angels” (Hughes). Roadshowed with 
premiere outside Hollywood. Grip- 
ping story and stark realism pro- 
vide super-thrills. Jean Harlow, 
dainty, in person, proving real at- 
traction. Capacity, two shows daily. 
$16,800. 

Blue Mouse (Hanrick) (900; 35- 
50-75) “Temptation” (Col). Flop at 
$3,000. 

Music Box (Harmick) (1,000; 25- 
50-75) “Czar of Broadway” (U). 
Slumped. $4,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von 
(2,000; 15-25-35) “Disraeli” 
Okay. $6,800. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 15-25-35) 

ough Romance” (Fox). Ballyho 
Played up that scenes shot near 
here at Mount Rainier. Fair. $3,900. 

Metropolitan (Pub) “Nan Mc- 
Grew” (Par). Fair. $3,600. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,700; 25-50) 
“Lawful Larceny” (Rad). Excellent 
picture. Good show value all around. 
Biz so-so. $11,300. 


Denver Dull 


Denver, July 29. 
(Draw Pop, 400,000) 
Weather: Rain 
ere Bow at the Denver, in “Love 
oe Millionaires,” pulled ’em in 
Strong the first of the week, but 
dropped later, 
th Those Who Dance” did better 
an expected at the America. 
Estimates for Last Week 
as nladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
La One , Man Kiss” and “The 
Double feature got av- 
age gross. $8,500. 
ae (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-60) 
$12 — Among Millionaires” (Par). 


Herberg) 
(WB). 


(Bennett) (2,200: 25-35-50- 
“ He Knew Women” (Radio). 
me as last. $6,500. 
woe (Huffman) (1,500; 20-30- 
Those Who Dance” (WB). 


Cttered average, $5,000. 


(Publix) (1,040; 20-30-40)— 
“antic Night.” Average, $4,500. 


ALBEE, CINCY, $25,700, 
HOT WEATHER RECORD 


Cincinnati, July 29. 
(Draw Pop., 700,000) 
Weather: Hot 


Theatres overcame terrific heat 
opposish last week with better than 
average summer grosses. Albee 
mounted $500 and set new hot 
weather record. Palace showed big- 
gest gain of $3,750. Lyric dropped 
$4,500 below previous week. 

Vaudefilm at R-K-O ace house is 
public’s most popular buy. Albee 
and the other three R-K-O chilled 
air houses attract sufficiently to 
make the improvement profitable. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Albee (R-K-O) (3,300; 35-75)— 
“Lady of Scandal.” Vaude. $25,700. 

Lyric (R-K-O) (1,400; 30-50)— 
“Golden Dawn.” $7,600. 


Palace (R-K-O) (2,700; 30-50)— 
“Love Among Millionaires.” $15,800. 

Capitol (R-K-O) (2,000; 30-50)— 
“Man from Wyoming.” $10,400. 


Keith’s (1,500; 30-50)—‘“Young 
Desire.” $3,500. 

Strand (R-K-O) (1,350; 30-50)— 
“Embarrassing Night.” $3,300. 


Family (R-K-O) (1,140; 30-50)— 
“The Bad One.” $2,500. 


“SOCIAL LION” NOT SO 
HOT IN NON-COOLER 


Toronto, July 29. 
(Draw pop, 800,000) 
Weather: Hot 
“Western Front” got the cream 
for its 4th week and still going oke. 
Rest flat. So bad that Tivoli is 
going to open fall season this week 
in effort to boost grosses. Others 
laying off until weather cools down. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Royal Alexandra (2,000; 50-1.50). 
“Western Front” (U). Another 


week will finish it. Big hit for first 
picture at oldest local legit house. 
$15,000. 

Uptown (3,000; 35-80), “Social 
Lion.” Oakie oke here, but house 
not cooled, so biz down, $15,000. 

Tivoli (1,600; 30-60), “Song of 
Flame.” Not much interest. $13,000. 

Loew’s (2,200; 35-65), “This Mad 
World.” Vaude fair, but gross 
down, $12,000. 

Imperial (3,500; 30-60), “Born 
Reckless.” Not good enough to 
bring out mobs, down, $15,000. 

Shea’s Hip (2,600; 30-60), “Melody 
Man” (Col). Not bad and vaude 
oke. Fair, $14,000. 


K. C. IN HEAT OKAY 


“Hell's island” Tops’ With $21,000— 
“Romance,” $16,700. 


Kansas City, July 29. 

Hottest week. Day’s merc hit over 
100 and nights not much cooler. 

Strong pictures at all of the main 
stem theatres helped greatly. Re- 
turns fair. 

Mainstreet, carrying a line, “The 
only vodvil in the city,’’ seems to 
be meeting the popular demand for 
amusement, and is_ consistently 
holding up. 

Loew’s Midland, with Greta Garbo 
in “Romance,” got another profit- 
able week; Newman, with “Holi- 
day,” had ’em coming throughout. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s Midland—“Romance” (M- 
G-M) (4,000; 25-40). With Greta 
Garbo. Summer prices tendency to 
reduce gross, despite greater num- 
ber of tickets sold. $16,700. 

Mainstreet — “Hell's Island” (Col) 
(3,200; 25-35-50-60). WVaude. Popu- 
lar show and held up nicely. $21,000. 

Newman—‘Holiday” (Pathe) (1,- 
890; 25-35-50-60). Management 
gave this one hot publicity. To 
femmes’ liking, and they came to 
see. Picture opened strong and 
balance of week satisfactory. 
$15,000. 

Royal—‘“‘Courage” (WB) (840; 25- 
caused 


40). More hot publicity 

some curiosity, and returns better 
than some of weeks in last few 
months. $3,300. 

Pantages—‘“Cock the Walk” 
(WB) (2,200; 25-50). $5,500, very 
ordinary. 

WITH SUBPOENAS 
Los Angeles, July 29. 
Cal Core, agent, claims A. Whal 


commissions. 


subpoenas. 


owes him $600 in 
He is saying it with 


OT, FIGHTS 


POSTPONED 


Wall St. Figures Company 
Will Be Short of $4 Net 
in Last Fiscal Half— 
Year’s Profit Covers An- 
nual Rate—Par. Shorts 
Record Net Up for Half 
Year 65% —Film Co’s 
Turn Dead _ Inventories 
Into Cash. 


By AL GREASON 


Yesterday’s Prices 
LEADING AMUSEMENTS Wet 


e 
High. Low. Last.Chge. 
100 Con. T.... 19% 19% 19%— % 
2,800 East. K...214%210 211 +1 
47% 47% 47% — % 


1,100 G. T. Eq.. 34% 34 4-—-% 
3,100 Loew T3% 3%—-1% 
5,200 Par. . 61% 60 60%2— % 
200 Pathe 9% 9% %+% 
51,300 RCA 53% 43% 44% —% 
31,400 R-K-O 335% 32% 33 — % 
19 18 18% — 
71,006 W. 39% 38% 39% + 
CURB 
300 Col P v.t.c 39% 39% 39% 
ee oe 
BONDS 
$31,000 G. Th..... 96% 951% 95%— \% 
14,000 Pathe .... 63 62% 62%—% 
5,000 Shu. ..... 50% 50% 50%+ % 
46,000 W. B..... 96% 96% 96% —1% 


The bears who put Warner Bros. 
on the spot Monday seemed to lose 


much of their punch yesterday 
(Tuesday). Volume fell off in this 
particular issue from far above 


175,000 shares to about half that 
amount. Strive as they might, the 
bears were not at any time able to 
repeat the Monday bottom of 38 
flat, although they got within a 
small fraction of that level. 


Nevertheless, the sour feeling de- 
veloped by the Warner crash to a 
new low bottom for the year seemed 
to have communicated a sort of 
disconsolation to the rest’ of 
the amusement group. Paramount, 
which had on Monday issued a bril- 
liant income statement, could make 
no progress yesterday against the 
feeling of uncertainty, inspired by 
the Warner situation. Indeed, there 
was nowhere any evidence of 
amusement stock sponsorship suffi- 
ciently aggressive to overcome the 
def®ssion engendered by the un- 
happy development in Warner Bros. 

Feeling generally downtown is 
that the whole atmosphere sur- 
rounding the amusement group is 
temporary. A spirited market man- 
euver in a general way could easily 
overcome the _ special pessimism 
that applies just now to Warners, 
which seems to furnish the whole 
bullish note that controls the rest 
of the group. No matter what hap- 
pens with Warners, the really solid 
amusement issues, particularly 
Paramount, look good to the talent 
for the long pull. 

Warner Offsets Par 

On Monday brilliant income fig- 
ures were released by Para- 
mount-Publix covering the _ six 
months to June 28 and showing an 
increase in net profit amounting to 
65% over the same period of 1929. 
Par figures should have helped the 
whole ricture group, but the con- 
certed attack on Warner more than 
‘canceled the good effect. Para- 
mount itself finished the day down 
% at 61%, which probably was not 
significant, accounted for by the 
usual tactics of traders taking 
profits immediately upon the coming 
out of the good news. 

The Warner raid was especially 
disturbing to yartisans of the 
amusements, because there has been 
a good deal of undercover talk 
about that issue, its supposed em- 
barrassment due to over-extension 
and its financial and banking prob- 


lems. Up to Monday its sponsors 
had been able to keep up a bold 
front. The Monday drive appeared 


to have in it a good deal of both 
long liauidation and the prompt 
short selling that always smells out 
a retreat. This was based on post- 
nonement of a dividend vote until 


Aug. 6. Warner displayed support 
at 28. but when the stock broke 
through its former double. bottom 
at 3834, the défense ‘had on 


Roxy in 29 $132,300—Last Wk. $70,200: 


But Capitol, $63,300, and Par, $74,900, 


Bettering Same Week a Year Ago 


UNBEARABLE HEAT GAVE 
PTSBGH BAD BEATING 


Pittsburgh, July 29. 
(Draw Pop, 1,000,000) ~ 
Weather: Hot 

Heat socked everybody on the 
chin without exception here last 
week. 

“All Quiet” scrammed at Pitt 
after eight weeks to slim $3,600 fol- 
lowing highly profitable engage- 
ment, but might have wisely exited 
with seven. Penn dropped about 
12 grand from “Big House’s” sen- 
sational figure with “Let Us Be 
Gay.” Shearer always fav here and 
picture liked, but couldn’t better 
$27,500 in face of weather. 

Stanley had “Holiday” and got 
rave notices, but neither could this 
almost perfect film make any head- 
way. Started out like great week, 
but fizzled with rest of 'em, ending 
up with ordinary $23,000. Aldine 
hit a new summer low with “Good 
Intentions” at $5,000, while Enright 
With 2d week of stage shows and 
“Sweet Mama” held around previ- 
ous week’s $8,000. 

“Lawful Larceny” meant about 
$4,000 at Sheridan Square and held 
over for four more days. Not be- 
cause biz warranted h.o., but to 
permit house to get back to Friday 
openings. Nothing for Harris in 
$3,200 for “Cheer Up and Smile.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Aldine (Loew's) (1,900; 35-50), 
“Good Intentions” (Fox). N. s. g. 
at $5,000, about poorest. week of 
summer here. Too much like 
Loew's earlier “Born Reckless.” 

Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-60), 
“Sweet Mama” (FN). Another 
Alice White cluck and pretty in- 
different at $8,000. Stage show 
helped bolster picture, which needed 
plenty of bolstering. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40), 
“Cheer Up and Smile” (Fox). Juve- 
nile fare and not over $3,200. House 
now under Warner management, 
with ads running daily in blocked 
layout with other Warner. holdings. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75), “Let Us Be Gay” (Metro). 
Heat kept gross down to $27,500. 
No help from stage show either. 
Way under previous week. 

Pitt (Shuberts) (1,700; 50-$1.50), 
“All Quiet” (U). Out in 8th week 
with weak $3,700. Surprising 
Strength all through until final 
week, when heat got best of it. 

Sheridan Sq. (Radio) (1,200; 25- 
35-50), “Lawful Larceny” (Radio). 
Fair at $4,000. House returns to 
Friday openings this week. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60), 
“Holiday” (Pathe). Couldn’t better 
$23,000 despite rave notices and 
heavy word-of-mouth, Opened 
great, but took nosedive when heat 
became unbearable, ending up with 
merely ordinary week. 


HOOSIERS IN INDIANA 


Indianapolis. July 
Weather: Hot sil 

With 100-degree weather and 
Ringling-Barnum circus doing $25,- 
000, picture houses failed to click 
last week. Calamity howl that 
state’s entire crop burned up by 
worst drought since 1901 fave man- 
agers occasion to be grateful for 
the fair week’s biz. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 35-50-65), 
“Love Among Millionaires” (Par). 
$21,000. Davis’ stage show “Twenty 
Minutes of Whoopee” sensational] 
among Hoosiers, 

Circle (Publix) (2,600: 25-40-50). 
“Man from Wyoming” (Par). $9,900. 
Failed to excite fans. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,800: 25-35-50). 
“The Bad One” (UA). Not so good 
at $9,000. 

Apollo (4th ave.) (1,100: 

50), “Cheer Up and Smile” 
Dull at $4,800. 


25-35- 
(Fox). 


Ohio (Publix) (1,400; 25-35), 
“Journey's End” (Tiff). Low at 
$2,400 despite intensive campaign 


for return engagement and ravings 
from critics. 


important trick. Snonsors manaced 


heel ft] mit and closed t! 


¢ 


(Continued on page 10) 


Lyric (4th ave.) 
Recaptured Love” 
$5,000, 


(2,000; 25-35-50). 


(WL), 


Several parellels can be drawn 
between last week’s figures for 
Broadway and the grosses registered 
for the identical week a year ago. 
In 1929 a gross business of $447,100 
was reported in “Variety’s” chart 
for 14 houses. Last week 10 houses 
did approximately $336,600, or $110.- 
500 less. Same excessive heat con- 
ditions prevailed both years, mak- 
ing things about nip and tuck on 
that point. 

Figuring in last year’s total was 
$132,300 chalked at the Roxy with 
“Lucky Star’ and comparing with 
only a little more than half that 
figure, $70,200, for this year’s July 
closer. The Capitol and Paramount, 
however, have better tallies for 1930 
than for the corresponding period 
of 1929. 

It may simmer down to a question 
of quality. A year ago there was 
seemingly an abundance of moprey 
pictures as established by a list 
that included such well-remembered 
grossers as “Broadway Melody,” 
“Show Boat,” “Four Feathers,” “Dr, 
Fu Manchu,” “Lucky Star,” “Drag” 
and “On With the Show.” 

Last week the line-up was, with 
a couple of exceptions, an unstaple 
crutch for summer cripples. - Scar- 
city of pictures is manifest in the 
Strand this Friday bringing in “The 
Flirting Widow,” nationally released 
three months ago and not originally 
scheduled. 

“Moby Dick” is due at the Holly- 
wood Aug. 14 and just a week later 
“Old English” relights Warners. 
“Hell’s Angels” is expected to fail 
between these dates at the Cri- 
terion, and also, possibly, the Gaiety, 
simultaneously. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Astor — “Big House” (Metro) 
(1,120; $1-$2) (6th week). Steadier 
than probable under normal condi- 
tions; only two reserved seat films 
current and legit field down to 
nothing. Quoting $19,000. 

Capitol—“Let Us Be Gay” (Metro) 
(4,620; 35-50-75-$1.50) (2d, final 
week). Sequel worth $63,300 making 
splendid fortnight, with extra laurel 
for performing so well in heat, 

Central—‘Western Front” (U) 
(916; $1-$2.50) (14th week). Took 
biggest drop to date, pegging $12,- 
600. Stood up remarkably through 
weather, but with edge off demand 
unfavorable summer spot will tell. 

Embassy — “Newsreel House” 
(Fox-Hearst) (568; 25). Banking 
substantial profits from start. Cool- 
ing plant so heat not great worry. 
Say, $8,000. 

Globe—“Hell’s Island” (Col) 
(1,065; 35-50-75). Kmpty seats al- 
ways outnumber the occupied pews 
at this home of crimson-blotched 
ledgers. If $8,000, good. 

Paramount — “For the Defense” 
(Par) (3,665; 65-85-$1). tewarded 
as pip and one of couple of excep- 
tions to disregard heat. Frolicsome 


$74,900. 

Rialto—‘Raffles” (UA) (2,000: 
40-65-85-$1). Opened Thursday 
after the Moran and Mack “war” 
ended in complete retreat; $16,900 
for 2d week. 

Rivoli — “Manslaughter” (Par) 


(2,200; 40-65-85-$1). Another new- 
comer. Frederic March co-starred 
in three-foot electrics with Claud- 
ette Colbert. “Holiday” got $138,000 
on way out. 


Roxy—“Wild Company” (Fox) 
(6,205; 50-75-$1.50). Big parlor 
tumbles to low brackets in summer, 
although it was in August that 


“The Cock-Eyed World” splintered 


all Roxy records; $70,200. 
Strand—‘‘Song of Flame” (FN) 
(2,900; 35-50-75). $18,700 affords 


no wedge for enthusiasm. 
Winter Garden—“Dawn Patrol” 


(FN) (1,416; 35-85-$1) (3d week). 
Got $35,500 following house record 
of $51,200. Terrific summer busi- 


ness and accomplished without a 
woman in cast. Several weeks more 
and then Al Jolson’'s “Big Boy.” 


JUDGMENTS 


William Collier; 
olive-Peet Co.: $123. 

Charlie Miller; Display Di- 
rectories, Inc.; $145. 

Eugene Productions, Inc.; H. Delf 


Colgate-Palme- 


Fair at 


et al.; $952. 
Talk of Town, Lim.; Harry Latz, 
Inc.: $231. 
John E. Horn; Hotel Park Cen- 
tral, Inc $929. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 30, 1930 


Warners 


on Spot 


(Continued from page 9) 
stock at 39, full point up from the 


the film stocks lately has had to do 
with heavy falling off in current 


bottom. But its victory was largely |earnings during the severe warm 
technical. The traders who figured |weather, but there may be a 


Warners a buy above 40 won't lose 
sight of that new low and will 
probably give it a wide berth. Turn- 
over in Warners for the single ses- 
sion reached the imposing total of 
185,000 shares, giving some idea of 
the importance of the Grive. Ex- 
Planation of the dividend postpone- 
ment was the absence in Europe of 
Henry Warner. He sails July 30 
from London on the Majestic. 


Market Generally Firm 
The general condition of the list 


brighter side to this same picture. 
There is no question but that the 
big producer-exhibitors have been 
supplying inferior films since late 
May and there is moreover no doubt 
but that theatre attendance has 
fallen off. 

But here is a consideration that 
does not seem to have occurred to 
anybody outside the industry. The 
inferior picture material that now 
is being pushed out probably has 
been carried at heavy valuation on 
company books for some time. If 


late May to June 24. Expressed in 


most other industrial froups, and 


even if general business recovery is 


“SOME BABIES,” Wallace Fox, di- 
rector; “MIND YOUR BUSINESS,” 


$10,000-a-Week Flying HuntersDo 


Terrific Flop at Chinese, L. A.: 
“Dixiana” Starts Well at $20,000 


‘PATROL’ IN 2 DAYS DID 


DOUBLE ‘WAR’S’ 5 DAYS 


Detroit, July 29. 
gave only the 


Hot weather 


beaches and parks a break, Cooled 


Estimates for Last Week 


Los Angeles, July 29, 
(Drawing Pop, 1,500,000) 
Weather: Fair, warm and cool 
Picture houses are still having 
their ups and downs. Those up are 
spectacularly that way, while those 
down are alarmingly plumbing the 
depths. 


who was preceded by Ben Bernie. 
Another gloom spot is the State, 


Monday was favorable, for the 
Dow-Jones averages showed an|they can get it moved houses get the choice if people are 
aS improvement over the level of Sat- | realize whatever is poss at me i : already down, but it takes a g004 | urder, and that the Egyptian won't 7 
urday, Saturday itself having rep-| during the to make a — picture to get them out this| top $4,600 this week is just a brutal 
é resented something of a crucial|@nce sheets are bound to make a weather. beating, influenced, no doubt, by the 
a: situation. better appearance in the late au- JOHN Cc. FLINN “Blushing Brides” was a g004| stage shows at the Hollvweda Parse 
ait At the end of the Friday trading |‘¥™™ quarter. = enough picture to do the trick.| 4 ‘strong picture plus stage unit at 
is iy the induxtria! average had gone to The same logic applies to the Producing short comedy features| Publix booked for the first time] the Pantages. 
: a double top on the recovery. That | leading picture stocks now that/at Culver City, California, for|this picture in for a two-week local] Since the Pan opened, the Egyp- 
4 is to\say, the average had regained |applied during the panic of last| Pathe release—season 1930-31—re-|run. Once before a picture was/tjan has discontinued presentations, 
3 by July 18 about half its loss |autumn—that is, they are less likely cently | completed “THE BEAU-|held over for a _ second week,|/ although it is now displaying its 
« during. the decline that ran from |to be. affected by depression than| TIES,” Frank Davis, director; | “Sweetie.” second stage’ band in Max Fisher, 


figures. the averages declined from Michigan—“Our Blushing Brides” 


275 to 211, and then recovered July |delayed beyond the expected time, | Monte Carter, director; “HOLD mt Ke _BO_7 because with “Wild Company” this 

18 to 240, roughly half the same|they should make relatively better THE BABY,” Fred Guiol, director; bole ‘Thins cleus, “Bian anes house won't do more than $17,000, 

distance. A normal reaction then|appearance on the profit and loss} “ALL FOR MABEL.” Harry Del- $50,300 ‘|a matter of a $19,000 drop from 

was due, but it turned out to be a|statements than the rest of Ameri-| mar, director; Garbo’s previous week. 

very minor one. By the Friday|can business. That proved true FOURS,” Ray McCarey, director. 
25 : er duri the spring upswing, when 9,100; ~#0-90). y ~ | the Orpheum in being on its way to 

(July 2%) close the averages Bad | Curiae mendous matinee business, but|q $20,500 eight-day week, $3,500 of 


the picture stocks actually led_the 
recovery, and there is no good rea- 
son why it should not repeat itself. 
The statement just issued by Para- 
mount is the best evidence to sup- 
port such a view, 

Par estimates that its net for the 
six months to June 28, after all 
charges and taxes, will be $8,434,000, 
equal to $2.98 per share on the out- 
standing 2,832,277 shares. This is 
a new high record for the period, 
65% above that of the correspond- 
ing half of 1929, when the per share 
figure was $2.31 on outstanding 2,- 
224,638 at that time. 


Figures for the second quarter of 
the company are correspondingly 


snapped back close to a double top, 
and the' question. was whether it 
could command power enough to 
go through the double top into new 
high territory. 

Saturday solved that question, 

- With the list getting into new high 
ground on relatively heavy trading 
for a short day. Monday, in spite 
of weak spots, the general list went 
slightly further above its double 
top, bettering the Saturday close 
by about half a point. 

These things are seriously re- 
garded by the professionals who are 
ruling the ticker these days, and it 
is the general belief that the situa- 
tion as it developed Saturday and 


takes a lot of people at low scale 
to get anywhere; $27,500. 

Fisher—‘For the Defense” (Par) 
(2,300; 35-40-75). Change in policy 
to three-a-day didn't affect gross 
and helped audience reaction, Pic- 
ture well liked. $25,600. 

United Artists — “Golden Dawn” 
(WB) (3,000; 35-50-75-90). Good 
stage show failed to help. Lasted 
only one week. ‘Raffles’? opened 
Thursday. $11,600. 

Paramount — “Anybody’s War” 
(Par) (38,000; 35-50-75). Wide open 
spaces. Mice in the balconies held 
a week’s convention undisturbed. 
“Dawn Patrol’ opened Thursday to 
favorable notices, and will probably 


that coming in opening night. Fig- 
ure is much better than house has 
been doing, but far from a record, 
although management expects to 
retain feature three weeks. 


Stage Show Interest 


Interest still centers around the 
Warner stage shows, which have 
unquestionably revived interest in 
both houses. Just $24,700 is claimed 
for the stage fare revival at the 
Downtown, while the second unit’s 
first week at the Hollywood is 
credited with $26,900, excellent in . 
both cases. Olsen and Johnson and 


(Continued on page 28) 


MONEY PICTURES IN 
FRISCO TAKE MOST 


San Francisco, July 29. 

Three houses, Fox, Warfield and 
California, cornered most of the 
change spent along Market street 
over the week-end. It will be in 
those spots that the final tallies are 
impressive. 
Smaller houses tended to be close 
to if not actually immersed in the 
w. k. red ink. R-K-O’s two local 
outposts did quite well in toto. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Fox 


Monday had inspired a good many |favorable. The three months end- (5,000; 50-65-75-$1)—‘‘Ro- r P 

previously confirmed bears to ing June 28 was equal to $1.21 a mance” (Metro). Expecting $55,000 Bh 79 lat day A A NEWARK STAGGERED 
switch to the bull side, at least for |share, compared to the correspond- |0n Garbo name. $8 200. : : 

the time being. They had been |ing 1929 figure of $1.14. Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90)— State—“Holiday” (Pathe) (3,000; 

probing constantly at the _ price “The Big House” (Metro). Going although 


levels for three weeks or so, and it 
had .gradually firmed up against 
them. The natural tendency, thus, 
was to switch to the long side, 
which . obviously presented’ the 
course of least resistance. 

On ‘this. basis a strong belief is 
growing that the professionals are 
prepared ‘to follow aé_e gradually 
rising? market up to September. By 
that time they hope that general 
business betterment will have be- 
come sufficiently manifest te back 
up their position and they can 


The statisticians downtown went 
to work on the figures promptly and 
worked out a yearly net at about 
$5 a share, but it does not seem 
that this computation takes into ac- 
count that the Sept.-Jan. period is 
vastly the more profitably part of 
the year for film and theatre in- 
terests. Even at $5, however, the 


company’s $4 dividend rate is com- 
fortably covered. 
does not seem to be very strong 
grounds for pessimism for the film 
stocks. 


Altogether, there 


very strong in second week, with 
midnight matinees aiding for around 
$30,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,698; 35- 
50-65-$1)—“‘Queen High” (Par). 
Opened fair but failed to Nevelop 
speed and $14,000. One of first dates 
for eastern-made feature. 
California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90)—“‘Raffles” (UA). Got away 
strong and big all way for what 
looks like first total of $21,000. Very 
sporty takings here. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35 -50- 


35-50-75). 
well 
Probably most of class trade away 
for summer. 
one. 


(1,750; 35-50-75). 


still 
them all. 


Boston’s Best Week in 


This picture, 
liked, not getting business. 
Two weeks for this 
Leaves Tuesday. 
Madison—‘Big House” (M-G-M) 
Sixth week and 
Prison picture fooled 
$6,400. 


big. 


Several—Met, $36,500 


WITH HEAT AT 102 


Newark, N. J., July 29, 
(Draw. pop, 850,000 
Weather: Hot 
Worst spell of hot weather New- 
ark has ever known with heat at 
102 officially, topping record for 19 
years. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Branford (WB) (2,350; 25-50-65), 
“Love Among Millionaires” (Par). 
Stage show. Film severely panned, 
but only grand off. $18,200. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50), 


manage to stimulate a normal There is plenty of evidence that|90)—‘“Dawn Patrol” (FN). After 
autumn. up trend. accumulation is going on in se-|two weeks in California collapsed Boston, July 29 “The Bad One” (UA). $4,600. 
It is,probable that the downtown | lected amusement issues. Columbia|in this spot with but $7,500 tilled. Enough said. 
professionals have no taste right|Pictures, for instance, moved| Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,270; 25-35- For no apparent reason picture Little (Newark M.P. Guild) (299; 
now to plunge on a bull campaign. {against the trend Monday and is|50)—“Dixiana” (Radio). Off at fly- | houses had best grosses last week | 35-50-65). “The Kiss _ (Metro), 
It isn’t likely they will definitely|constantly making new  friends,|ing clip with benefit preview and|0of any similar period since the hot “Son of Sheik” (UA). Split week of 
take ‘a long position. Rather the! who see in its outlet through R-K-O| newspaper tie-up helpful. $14,000,} Weather started. Met came back | revivals couldn’t do much. | $1,700. 
tactics appear to be a nimble in and|the prospects of a_ bright future. | Sood. to_ $36,500. a Loew’s State (2,800; 30-50-50), 
out course, buying stocks on dips|With the single exception of| Golden Gate (R-K-O) (2,485; 30-| Uptown at the State business was |“{jnholy 3” (Metro). Vaude. Story 
and realizing on bulges. This| Warner Bros. there does not seem|49-50-65)—“Once a Gentleman” | 800d although it may be ascribed to| of this told by girl's remark 
doesn’t sound particularly construc-}to be any dividend rate among the|(Sono-Art). Customary profitable | Greta Garbo, with Romance.” |/in lobby: “No use going here; we 
tive, but it is a great improvement|amusements that stands in any|receipts of around $15,500. $20,000. saw that picture.” $12,500. 
upon the sentiment of mid-June, | peril—and the Warner situation has | V@ude. Keith-Memorial and the Keith- Mosque (WB) (3,281; 25-50-60), 
when the professionals were per-|shown no evidence of being hope- Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50-65- Albee did a little better than pre- “Man from Wyoming” (Par), Could 
sistly selling heavy lines, to bring |less, being rather an intricate finan- |20)—“Dancing Sweeties” (WB). ap have been worse; without cooling 
; on nervous liquidation and then|cial and banker problem rather than Markedly below average here. the K-M is_not what the house | plant. $14,900. - 
’ covering on the sharp breaks. an industrial one. At one time or|Frowns go with $5,000. snould do at any time. Playhouse (Mindlin) (436; 30-50- 
The New Idea another pretty much all the im- ager 35-50)— Estimates for Last Week 15). Pigg (Fox). Closes 
4 The new idea seems to be that|Portant film companies have any profit around $4600." 
the in and outers feel that the mar- | ‘rough a similar experience. the Pefense” (Par). $36,500. Good. | ide Dawn” WB) Picture 
J ket is receiving strong, if cautious Summary for week ending July 26: Keith-Memorial (4,000; 35-50-60) jen aad Bad at $5 100. : 
support from banking interests and STOCK EXCHANGE —*Hell’s Island” (Col). . $14,500. Pro tor’ 2650: 25-50- 
it is no time to go overboard on Net Keith- Albee (vaud film) (3,000; 60) “Bie Ficht” Radio) surprised 
7 might be selling into a bag, framing 27% 5% , Consol. Film (2)...... cco 19% 18% 19% + State (4,000: 30-40-50)— drew shoppers. $14,500. 
a market whére cagey bull sponsors (2). 6 21 20% 21 +. | (MGM) Better at $20 
ig ake > he F 23, fastman Koda 2 2141 mM). eetter 
ripe, which might turn out be| 70.800 For Claes | 000. Outdoors Still Too Much 
be ‘ 2 Dr. 2% 112% +214 
that of the depression of 1921. In Mig (G'4) 2 105% 1054 -2 BROOKLYN S BIG DROPS Topeka, July 29. 
that crash the low point of prices 28% 2316 Met-G-M 19% — % (Draw. Pop., 85,000) 
appeared during August, when the] 77% 45% 37,200 Paramount-Fam-Lasky (4)...... 62% 58% 6114 — % Par Down to $47,200 Last Week— Open air and refrigerated shows 
trend turned and made a gradual a. 2M 2,800 Pathe Exchange......--sssseeses 5 4% 4% —% Fox’s Light Gross only ones standing up last week. 
climb lasting about a year. There] 9% —% Night baseball continues the big 
remain a few chart students who] 50_ 19 35% 3rooklyn, N. Y., July 28. |shot, though the 1,200-seat stock 
; 4 still think 1921 will repeat itself, H+ 4 . 4 Orph, pref. (B)....ccccccscceses 85 85 85 4215 All picture houses suffered a set- |tent theatre is turning them away. | 
but the generality of broker opinion] 34 a” 16 back when the terrific heat de-|As the ball park is almost next 
is that June marked the bottom of] 38% 171,400 Waraer Bros —19 |scended. Cool grosses as a result|door, the downtown places get 
this movement and the advance| 70% 3612 1,100 Do pref. (2.20)........ cccoce 48% 484 4814 ina all around. Paramount did best of |little help from the turn-aways. . 
go CURB the lot with “For the Defense” and Estimates for Last ‘ 
ore runs into a serious setback.| 55% 24 $00 ons 7 stage show, bringing $47,200, mild Jayhawk (1,500; 50) (Fox). “True 
Meanwhile the Warner situation] 54% 531% | indeed. to Navy” got break and scored this 
is acting as a general brake on the 26 8,800 Fox Theatres A................ oon Fox still plugging along with low |summer’s record for three days, do- 
amusement group. Most of the] | 38 38 —2 | pop prices and failing to do any |ing 50% more than “Rough Ro- 
downtown authorities hold that the] 1'900 (2). 31% great business. Had “Rough Ro-|mance,” last three days. Stage 
Warner position is a special one, ‘BOND ean sare ig *% 31 —1% | mance” feature pic and long array |show added. Orchestra on stage no 
which does not affect the rest of a Ml 3 Ss of stage talent. Strand, “Song of |more attraction for Topekans than ; 
the group. Nevertheless, special 103% Keith * 83 83 the Flame”; Albee, “Hell’s Island” | orchestra in the pit; $5,600. 
weakness in this stock is discourag- 101 91% On | and vaude, and Loew's Met with| Novelty (1,200; 50) (Fox). An« 
ing bullish operations in other di- 36 10,000 Pathe 7s, + “Lady of Scandal” and vaude. of 
rections. The best evidence of | 103% ‘ 18,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 68, '47.......... 101% 101% 101% — Estimates for Last Week -ublic a 
‘ _ | 69% 41 ° sses ¢ it was booth 
R-K-O. 97 95% 96% — %| (Par) (4,000; 35-50-60-75). Pleasant |siple for blurriness in first half of 
On the side of Fox there seems to ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS film, with Paul Ash as m.c. on the|“Bride of Regiment.” Title also ‘Y 
be more aggressive sponsorship All Quoted for Monday stage instead of Rudy Vallee. Busi- comes in for criticism; $1,100. 
Fox film was in new high ground Produce Exchange, N. Y. ness suffered because of walloping| Tent Theatre (1,200; 25) (Wad- ' 
Monday, above. 49, even while others ee we 6 7% | heat. Only $47,200. dell). “The Nut Farm” (stock) 
in the theatre group were giving Over the Counter, N. Y. Fox—Rough Romance” (Fox) |knocked ‘em. Last three days turn- j 
_ ’ Quoted in Bid and Asked (4,000; 25-50). Poor film. Stage |awavys: $2,200 , 
way. Paramount’s cheerful state- Prev show asset. Nothing to brag ee E00: 25) ( “Ry n 
ment helped here, for there has | Bid. Asked bid. i (600; 35) (Bennett) Rythm 
been a good deal of prophesy that] 2 23 21% Roxy, Class A (8.50)......:.00 os 7 "ae $21,300. , }Queens” tabloid stock slipped from i 
y §& 1% 2 (WB). Nothing exciting. $13,100 st about half last week, $650. 
e@howing on net for the half year. 1% 3% 1% De Forest Phon Met—“Lady of S 913,100. just about half la 
Liauidati p L és e y of Scandal.” Vaude. Best (400; 25) (Fox). Baby 
4 iquidating Poor Goods os Angeles $18,900. Vampire” tabloid with pictures, got 
All the bearish propaganda about’ 30 Inc... Albee — “Hell's Island” (Col).|average break despite lack of cool- 
With better vaude. Fair. $17,000. 'ing, $600, 
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TITAN FLINGS HIS MESS 


4 
= 
} 
: 
H 
| 
» 
| 
‘ 
| 
7 
. 
HE 
j 
J 


Wednesday, July 30, 1950 VARIETY 413 


AIR-SOLD 
AGE FROM THE CLOUDS 


JULY 29th! DAY DAYS! NIGHT 
OF NIGHTS! ... FIRST OF THE 
SCHEDULED 12 TITAN RADIO 
HOURS BROADCAST FROM THE 
RKO STUDIOS IN HOLLYWOOD! 


At One Grand Stroke the Mightiest Merchandising Coup in the 
Sweep of All Show Ages! 


Fifty NBC Stations in Action at Once!... Like Towering Gods 
of Steel and Concrete ... Crashing an Invincible Ticket-selling 
Story Down the Pathways of the Sky! 


Uncounted Millions in Homes, in Clubs and Cafes, on Ships 
Tossing in Tumbling Seas, Sit Before Loud-Speakers with Eager 
 €ars Attuned to the Sweeping Drama and Music of “DIXIANA” 
3 . » - Now Breaking Records in Los Angeles and San Francisco at 
m the RKO Orpheum Theatres! 


» THESE MILLIONS ARE YOUR 
7 POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS. NEVER 
BEFORE IN THE HISTORY OF 
AMUSEMENT ENTERPRISE ... ANY- 
WHERE IN THE WORLD...HAS THERE 
BEEN SUCH AN ASTOUNDING 
EXHIBITION OF PRACTICAL, 
TICKET-SELLING MERCHANDISING! 


DANIELS MARSHALL 


WHEELER WOOLSEY 


Dorothy Lee, Joseph Cawthorn, Jobyna Howland 
Ralf Harolde, Bill Robinson and 5000 others... 


Directed by LUTHER REED - Music by HARRY TIERNEY 
Personally Supervised by WILLIAM LE BARON 
Story and Lyrics by ANNE CALDWELL 
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TITAN SHOOTS FOR 
LEADERSHIP WITH 


GRAND NEW SMASHES 


Crack RADIO Show Machine Sets 
Burning Pace With Steady Flow of 
Sensational New 
Production Bulletins Smoke With 
Details of VICTORY Sweep. 


AMOS ‘N’ ANDY already in Hollywood at work on the greatest attraction of 
all show ages. 


EDNA FERBER’S “CIMARRON,” year’s best seller, soon to be biggest of 
all outdoor shows .. . Directed on colossal scale by WESLEY RUGGLES with 
RICHARD DIX in role of YANCEY CRAVAT — 5000 OTHERS. 


“RECORD RUN,” first great railroad melodrama of the talkies ... Ready for 
release. 


“ESCAPE,” JOHN GALSWORTHY’'S mighty drama, now a hard-hitting Titan 
talker ... Produced by BASIL DEAN and ready for early release. 


“LEATHERNECKING,” new TITAN laugh show, just completed. 


“HALF SHOT AT SUNRISE,” WHEELER and WOOLSEY comedy sensation, 
just completed ... Every showman in the world will be proud to play it. 


WATCH VARIETY FOR 
NEW TITAN DEVELOPMENTS ON ALL SHOW FRONTS 
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VARIETY 15 


“Variety's Bulletin Condensed 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


department in this 


issue and hereafter. 


Reported renewal of concerted 
action against colony’s agents after 
the arrival here of J. J. Murdock 
or Pat Casey or both. Producers 
say agents more brazen than ever. 
Movement to curb them will be 
taken up where left off last spring 
by .the producers’ committee, of 
which Murdock and Casey. were 
members. The easterners are im- 

rtant to the agency control pro- 
gram owing to their familiarity with 
the agency question. 


‘Conventions and visiting organ- 
izations demanding a look at the 
studios are piling up heavy losses 
for producers. When the Interna- 
tional Society of Bankers held its 
convention here recently every 
studio opening its doors to the dele- 
gates lost almost half a day’s work. 
Intermittent attempts at agreement 
among studios to ban all visitors 
have failed because there was 
always one studio breaking the 
ruling in hope of creating good- 
will with the. visiting organization. 


Warners’ draughting department 
is designing charts explaining back- 
yard construction of a miniature 
golf course from such items as old 
tires, coal  scuttles, etc. These 
charts will be given to all children 
attending Warner theatres, with 
Warners hoping to waylay some of 
the coin being mopped up by the 
professional midget courses, 


Because too many employes made 
constant bee-lines for the studio 
cafeteria and soda fountain during 
the hot spell, First National orders 
that every one must lay off re- 
freshments from 2:30 to 4:30 p. m. 
on penalty of dismissal. 


Abe Lyman, with his brother 
Mike, and Frank Orsatti, realtor, 
are negotiating for a night club 
spot between Hollywood and Bev- 
erly Hills. Mike Lyman, formerly 
operating the Club Alabam down- 
town, will manage Lyman’s Holly- 
wood Gardens, with Abe featured. 


Afraid that a gigolo part would 
play havoc with William Powell's 
fan status, Paramount won't star 
him in “Lady’s’ Man” as ‘intended. 
Paul Lukas mmy get the part. 


Bad weather has long been classi- 
fied as “very unusual” here. Same 
term is now applied to production 
activity and local business in gen- 
eral, “Lousy!” is too vulgar. ; 


With the Hollywood Playhouse 
ceasing production of its own 
shows, Hollywood will be devoid of 
its own legit production. From 
now on it looks like road shows and 
second showings of downtown Los 
Angeles attractions. Henry Duffy 
had been doing most of the local 
producing. 


Licenses for 20 new midge. golf | 


courses were issued in Los Angeles 
last week. 
to A. M. Saki for a spot on East 
First street, in “Little Tokio.” 


Tiffany gets a downtown ffirst 
run release in December, when H. L. 
Gumbiner opens a 2,300-seat, theatre 
on Broadway between Sixth. and 
Seventh avenues. Gumbiner has 
contracted for territorial first run 
rights for next year. 


Getting a load of the Spanish 


pictures 
mount, local studio execs spread the 
war for a Mexican kid, Robert Rey, 
bre was picked. up in Europe and 

noved into leads. They may bring 
him here for foreigns and English. 


Hays office said “No” to Radio on 


a title, “Crime.” Picture from 
pre Shinman’s play thereupon be- 
mes “The Losing Game.” 


Technical staffs at the Metropoli- 


a Were cut to the bone this week 

aot most of the stages dark. Only 
vity is handling of the Christie- 
ducational shorts. 


Donald Crisp, hovering between 


none and grease paint, is 
the players’ ranks with a 


“Scotland Yara” for Fox. 


Burton Hol 
week to st olmes 


Felix 


arrived here last 
2 art dialoging his travelogs 
4 released through Metro 

eist, Jr., is directing. 


wm awaiting a call to do her 
Rambe, cture for Pathe, Marjorie 
Sant moves over to Metro for 
mits h contract with Pathe per- 
er to work for any other 
given four weeks’ 


Pi Gabel, who worked in sev- 
his rg Stage productions, gets 

St chance to appear before 


Among them was oné: 


made in Paris, ,by, Para: | 


the camera at Pathe. He will sup- 
port William Boyd in “Painted 
Desert.” 


After he gets a look at the com- 
pleted “Kismet,” Otis Skinner will 
return east. He probably will ap- 
pear in a new play or revive some- 
thing. The actor came out here to 
do one picture for First National. 


With 11 features on its ’30-’31 
program completed and ready for 
release, Fox expects to have 50% 

(Continued on page 41) 


Tiff-Cruze Release: Deal 
May Mean Sono-Art Is 
No Longer Film Active 


: Hollywood, July 29. 
In a deal now pending, Tiffany is 
considering the advisability of en- 
tering into a releasing arrangement 
with the James Cruze Productions. 
A report that the deal would be a 


production one, with I. E. Chad-]| 


wick declared in, is flatly denied. 
If and when the negotiations go 
through it will be between Tiffany 
and Cruze only and strictly ‘on a 
releasing basis. 

Cruze approached Tiffany for a 
release after pulling out of Sono- 
Art. There is some doubt ex- 
pressed here whether this firm will 
remain active. 

Chadwick has been out of the 
picture business for three years, 
although it’s been reported he has 
some sort. of an interest in the 
Cruze outfit. Chadwick has been 
in New York the past two weeks 
but is now ‘on his way back.’ 


Fox Plays Hays-Banned 
‘White Cargo,’ Indef Run 


Chicago, July 29. 

“White Cargo,” the Hays banned 
picture, opened at. Fox’s Monroe 
theatre Friday (25) for a week’s 
run or longer. 

Attitude taken by the local Fox 
organization was that although the 
picture was supposed to be barred, 
no official notification of such had 
been received py the circuit. 

Film board here likewise had re- 
ceived no notification. According 
to Edna Phister, secretary, it had 
no course of action unless notified 
by the Hays office. 

Sidney Meyer, local Fox operator, 
says picture will remain as long as 
it’s a money-maker. 

“White Cargo” had a long run in 
the Castle, independent loop, house. 
It’s at the Monroe under a “pink” 
permit. 


LLORA HOFFMAN 
Publix Prima 


Llora Hoffman.is now in her fifth 
season for Publix as feature prima 
donna with Paramount - Publix 
units. Miss Hoffman is a distinct 
picture house personality of estab- 
lished popularity. 


Direction 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


WB and FN Foreign Talkers Will 
All Be Shortly Hollywood-Made 


MIDGET GOLF SPACE 
TO LET BY WARNERS 


Midget golf idea is now also being 
sprung by Warner Bros., latest the- 
atre circuit to take hold of the plan. 
Looks like WB, however, instead of 
taking on the miniature golf plan as 
of an operating adjunct to its the- 
atre division is angling to lease 
space out on a concession basis. 

This idea appears in an ad re- 
cently in a Newark daily over the 
signature of Albert M. Greenfield, 
realtor of that town. Greenfield is 
also a Warner real estate agent. In 
the ad Greenfield states that there 
is available space for midget golf 
courses in Warner theatres’ in 
Northern New Jersey. He cites this 
as an opportunity and asks to be 
communicated with. 


San Diego Over-Seating Set Out 
Best Cause for Houses Red 


REISMAN GOES WITH U, 
AS GEN. SALES MGR. 


Phil Reisman succeeds Lou Metz- 
ger as sales manager at Universal. 
He takes the new post Monday (4). 
Reisman has resigned from Pathe 
after being with the company as 
sales manager for the past three 
years, building up a _ substantial 
sales organization that gets set as 
he leaves with a. prize film and 
signs of renewed activity. 

Ted O'Leary succeed Reis- 
man at Pathe. 
Jos. P. Kennedy. 

Reisman’s contract with Univer- 
sal is for five years. 
change ‘at “U” is sudden, 
been in'the wind for some time. No 
info available as to what Metzger’s 
new job will be at Universal. Reis- 
man \suceceeds him only, as sales 
manager, while Metzger still holds 
his post as general manager, it was 
said at Universal yesterday. 

Metzger has been with “U” as 
sales manager for two years. He 
was appointed general manager 
about a year ago and occupied the 
two posts. Inside is that Metzger’s 
contract is up Aug. 15 altogether, 
but that has not been confirmed. 


‘MARY DISBANDS PUB. DEPT. 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Mary Pickford has disbanded her 
publicity department, 
Arthur Zellnor, associated with 
her for eight years, is out as a 
result. 


PHILLIPS 


HOLMES 
PARAMOUNT 


O’Leary is close to 


Although the 
it has 


San Diego, July 29. 
San Diego is overloaded with film 
houses. If every person in the city 
attended a theatre once weekly, 
only one-third of the seating capac- 
ity of local theatres would be filled. 
Seating accommodations for one 
week in downotwn houses alone, 
where most shows run for a full 
week, are twice the population of 
San Diego! Thus, 26,000 theatre 
seats in the city are to be filled 


three times daily (figure reached 
after averaging the two shows daily 
in small houses and five shows 
daily in downtown houses) seven 
days a week to make the profit in- 
tended when the 26,000 seats were 
installed. Multiplication gives the 
theatre capacity here of 546,000 po- 
tential patrons weekly. This with 
San Diego’s population set at 
slightly over 147,000. 

In the downtown houses, 14,000 
seats await patrons. Except for two 
houses, all are first-run playhouses. 
All but one are film theatres. The 
figures, then, concern enough houses 
downtown to welcome more than 
294,000 patrons weekly, or exactly 
twice the population of San Diego. 

Does this mean that every San 
Diegan attends two or three shows 
weekly? It does not! It means 
that the city is top-heavy with 
seats, and the situation is made 
more acute by the reopening of the- 
atres that have been dark for some 
time. A case in point is the Cabrillo, 
closed by Fox when he built his new 
theatre here, and recently reopened 
under local management. The whole 
situation is the basis for the poor 
business now being experienced in 
San Diego theatres. 

Stage shows are opposed,to screen 
entertainment would be futile here. 
The periodic stage offerings at the 
Balboa are not frequent enough to 
worry the local stock company at 
the Savoy, but even with no compe- 
tition in its own field, the Savoy 
feels the effects of the talkers. The 
Savoy has a good chance to survive 
as it offers the city’s only regular 
dramatic stage entertainment. 

Can’t Be Done 

The R-K-O Orpheum stage bills 
have been cut in half. San Diego 
has slumped from a week stand to a 
three-day town on the R-K-O vaud- 
film books. The Fox theatre is play- 
ing talkers and Fanchon & Marco 
unit shows to good houses only over 
week-ends. 

Thus, with the enormous seating 
capacity here, the only solution 
would seem to be fewer theatres. 
Any manager in town could book 
the biggest bill ever assembled and 
still he wouldn’t pull the business 
here steadily, for the simple reason 
that the business isn’t here to pull. 
San Diego’s population provides 7,- 
000 potential patrons for every per- 
formance of the week, but there are 
14,000 seats downtown alone wait- 
ing to be filled at every performance. 

Add to this situation the fact that 
the miniature golf courses are pull- 
ing plenty of patronage away from 


the houses. 


Warner Bros. may produce a few 
more features in Germany as it did 
prior to settlement of the patents 
situation there recently, but from 
all indications the bulk, if not all, 
of the WB and First National for- 
eign production will be centered at 
the Hollywood studios. 

When Harry M. Warner returns 
from Europe next week, it is ex- 
pected on the inside that this will 
be his. official decision, through 
WB's feeling that its facilities on 
the west coast could not be dupli- 
cated in Germany for proper pro- 
duction of talkers there in German, 
Spanish and French, or any one of 
these three languages. 

What is pointed to as WB and 
FN’s foreign output this season, 
18 talkers altogether, will be made 
on the west coast, it has been de- 
termined in advance of H. M.’s re- 
turn to New Yort:. The 18 will be 
split up into six each of German, 
French and Spanish talkers, with 
the division between WB and FN 
probably an even one. Anything 
made abroad would be added. to 
that. 

A Spanish version of “The Bad 
Man” (FN) has already been com- 
pleted under the title of “El Hombre 
Malo,” with cast including Antonio 
Moreno, Andres de Segurola, Juan 
Toreno, Rosita Ballestero, Delia 
Magano, Roberto C. Guzman and 
Manuel Conesa. 


Three Versions 

Second will be “Those Who 
Dance” (WB), with the French ver- 
sion, including Rolla Norman, 
Daniel Mendaille, Jeanne Helbling 
and Suzy Versnon; the German ver- 
sion, Wilhelm  Dieterle, Antoin 
Pointner, Lissa Arna and Carla 
Bartheel, and the Spanish version, 
Antonio Moreno, Maria Alba and 
Alvarez Rubio. 

Only other pictures schedule@ so 
far for production in Spanish, Ger- 
man and French are “Show Girl in 
Hollywood” (FN; and “Moby Dick” 
(WB). 

Eight of these artistes arrived in 
New York Saturday from Germany 
and France and left for Hollywood 
Sunday (27) to start work im- 
mediately. They are Dieterle, 
Pointner, Arna, Bartheel, Norman, 
Mendaille, Helbling and Vernon. 

60 More 

Between now and Sept. 1 WB will 
bring in around 60 artists, writers 
ang directors from Europe. The 
list includes some prominent names 
abroad, it is stated. 

FN is the foreign distributing 
agency for its own and the -WB 
product. As a result it will handle 
the distribution of the 18 talkers 
scheduled. 

The pictures will “be exploited 
abroad from the home office the 
same as domestic talkers are, with 
special posters, press sheets, etc., 
planned for each and. their re- 
spective countries. This will neces- 
sitate the hiring.of translators for 
the advertising and publicity’ de- 
partment of FN. 

Following the suit of Par, the WB 
and FN foreign talkers will also ie 
sold in this country in foreign 
localities. 

The bi-lingual talkers will be. pro- 
duced on both dise and film. 


Yorke’s Added Staff 


Personnel of Gabe Yorke’s adver- 


tising and publicity staff at Fox 
Theatres is scheduled for increase 
with three men soon to be added 
to force. 

These include Max Shane, ‘who 


now was with the Coast di- 
Albert Margolies, 


until 
vision of Publix; 


formerly at the Roxy on the staff 
of Martha Wrlchinski, and Ned 
Gerber. 

Gerber will be stationed at the 


Fox Washington, D. C, 


Levine, Tiff Caster 


Holty wood, July 29. 

Abe Levine becomes casting di- 
rector for Tiffany, devoting all his 
time there. 

Formerly associated with Guy 
Coburn agency, and part time cast- 
ing director for Tiff, Levine is giv- 
ing up the agency biz. 


Eve Southern Assigned 
Hollywood, July 29. 

Eve Southern is back with Par 
through being cast for a featured 
role in “Morocco.” 

This will be her second picture 
since the auto accident that. put 
her in the hospital at the time 
she was starring for Tiffany. 
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REVIEWS. 


Wednesday, July 30, 1930 


Talking 


Shorts 


“THE LAUREL and HARDY 
MURDER MYSTERY” 


Capitol, New York 
Metro 

Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy 
again in a hilarious hokum mys- 
tery, titled after themselves as “The 
Laurel and Hardy Murder Mystery.” 

Has to do with an adv. for the 
heirs of Ebenezer Laurel, Hardy 
asks Stan if he’s related. Latter 
doesn’t remember, but Hardy fig- 
ures they’ll ‘chisel in. 

Reading of the will is set in a 
mystery house. All the familiar 
eerie hokum dragged into this, and 
very effective, especially with these 
dead-pan buffoons. Ghosts, trap- 
doors, leering characters, mysteri- 
ous butler, cops, dicks, lightning, 
gruesome sound effects, etc. had 
the customers in shrieks through- 
out. 

It’s an all talker and a very funny 
30 minutes. Denouement is that it’s 
all a fantastic dream. . 

Laurel and Hardy as a draw in 
themselves in shorts. This will 
only heighten their vogue. Equally 
susceptible for their foreign-lan- 
guage dubbing as with former re- 
leases, and they’ll go for it in any 
language in iny country. 

James Parrott directed. Victor 
recording system employed. Abel. 


“GINSBERG FROM NEWBERG” 
With Eddie Lambert 


Strand, New York. 
Vitaphone No. 4160 

Using a Vitaphone with an out- 
door locale is worth a try for any 
exhib, although this short is by no 
means a wow. Producers figuring 
to make them cheap go after the in- 
door settings, and in several in- 
stances have been known to turn 
down shorts that had exteriors for 
that one reason, © 

This one, so far as material goes, 
is old—very old. It was used in the 
old slapstick silent days and every- 
where else, but okay here because 
it’s brief and doesn’t run around in 
circles too much. The photography 
is limited to close views and the 
fadeout is a weak climax. 

Without Eddie Lambert's Hebe 
chatter it wouldn’t be worth much, 
but he’s enough to carry it along. 

Lambert and a pal get caught try- 
ing to sneak a free ride and lunch 
from one of those real estaters who 
runs a wholesale excursion for pros- 
pective land buyers. When caught, 
the two turn to selling property that 
doesn’t belong to them. When the 
director has counted a _ sufficient 
number of dupes he calls a halt and 
Lambert and his pal save their necks 
by becoming part of a road sign. 


“HUMANETTES” 
With Benny Rubin 
Novelty Revue 


8 Mins. 
Globe, New York. 
Radio 
If for nothing else than it is di- 
versified entertainment, this one 


can be used on merit anywhere with 
reasonable certainty. Short is one 
of Radio’s new offerings and is 
based on the old Bert Levy crea- 
tions where the actors’ heads are 
spotted ever Punch and Judy doll 
figures, 

There are four numbers in revue 
fashion opening with Benny Rubin 
in Hebrew dialect starting off the 
laughs with an announcement of 
what is to follow and then singing 
a song later and also dancing with 
his Punch and Judy legs. Rubin is 
a natural and makes the short as 
xood as it is. One number has a 
boy singing the “Baby Buggy Blues,” 
and another shows what happens to 
a Hebe waiter or might happen to 
him if he refuses to accept the hos- 
pitality of a tough westerner and 
not eat a ham sandwich. The fourth 
brings out tap dancer. 

Frank L. Newman directed and 
Ed Conjager photographed. But in 
one spot the shadow of the string 
manipulator pulling the arms and 
legs of the figure is’ clearly 
shadowed, but doesn’t hurt. Record- 
ing good all the way. 


“THE POTTERS” 
“Out for Game” 
Comedy 
13 Mins. 
Strand, New York 


Vitaphone Nos. 4099-4100 

Good outdoor comedy of the J. P. 
McEvoy order with Lucien Little- 
field continuing in a quality man- 
ner the series of which this is one. 
Okay anywhere. 

This time Pa Potter acquires a 
rifle and decides to become a duck 
hunter. Ma Potter and family help. 
They go out to the country where 
Pa’s cocksure attitude and Ma’s 
crabbing knocks everything silly, 
even Pa’s ignorance of game hunt- 
ing. 

Finale is Pa paying a fine to game 
warden for ducks accidentally shot 
by Ma when she bangs gun inad- 
vertently on ground in a rage. The 
daughter helps Pa’s embarrassment 
by bringing in some extra fowl un- 
lawfully bagged. Photography and 
reccré!-= 


LULU McCONNELL 
“Neighborly Neighbors” 
17 Mins. (Comedy) 
Rialto, New York 
Paramount 


One yell from the time Lulu Mc- 
Connell gets before the camera, 
which is about two minutes after 
this short opens. 

The old but ever true idea of 
neighbors is made more ludicrous 
by the gabby Lulu who doesn’t play 
ecards but drinks up and carts home 
the “best stuff” from the people next 
door who wanted to be kind. 

This is a short that no exhibitor 
regardless of size should pass up. 
It’s a rare funster; one of the best 
heard and seen in months. Waly. 


ART FRANK 
“Ol! Man Whoopee” (Comedy) 
12 Mins. 
Rivoli, New York 
Paramount 


Art Frank is a novelty in more 
than one respect as a vaudevillian 
gone sound-short. He at least brings 
to the sound-screen a new act, and 
not just one of the old routines re- 
hashed or “canned” because it had 
been long since discarded for stage 
purposes. It’s a good laugh short. 

Act opens in a typical country 
store with fireplace, hick a.k. loaf- 
ers, etc., introducing Frank snap- 
pily as he’s mildly irate over Sally 
Parker, his niece, having gone nite 
club. 

Going to the city and busting in 
on the nite elub, with the usual 
hokum business about battling with 
the coatroom girl, things develop 
quite funnily. 

He is corralled by a couple of 
dames. After reprmianding his 
hoch-cha-cha niece, the a.k. shows 
he can also make whoopee, and 
goes into a buck routine which lasts 
beyond the departure of the guests, 
the waiters, the musicians, until the 
final fade-out. With the _ porter 
cleaning up, Frank is still hot- 
footing it. 

The nite club stuff is complete 
even unto an m.c., jazz band and 
a Helen Kane imitator. In between, 
Frank is wise-cracking and 
originally, Abel. 


“A PEEP IN THE DEEP” 
With Clark and McCullough 
Comedy 
21 Mins. 
Globe, New York 

Radio 

Similar in pattern to the usual 
Clark and McCullough material. 
About being shoved into a situa- 
tion where one of the pair is mis- 
taken for a person of note and sub- 
sequent tomfoolery arising out of 
the error. The comedians are good 
and while some of the material is 
by no means new the stuff is laugh- 
able. Comedians’ rep will carry 
them in the bigger centers but one 
or two of the gags may offend the 
unsopnisticates. Much too long 
anyway. Fifteen minutes would 
have been plenty. 

The comics must have done most 
of the story and directing. None 
of the cthers (there are about 20) 
shows any signs of having any- 
thing to do. 

Idea is that Clark is taken for a 
ship’s captain. He must sail for 
scme kind of a shipping record and 
he does, doing the world in 35 days 
to be congratulated after one pas- 
senger got hungry enough to eat 
a life preserver while the others 
complained of starving. 


HAVANA ORCHESTRA 
8 Mins.; Nite Club 
Rivoli, New York 


\ Paramount 


First coming to New York in 
April, imported by R-K-O, Don 
Azpiazu with his orchestra from the 
Casino, Havana, is seemingly out 
for all the quick coin; hence, this 
short, wherein they pack their 
rather longish act into eight min- 
utes. That’s why it looks like a 
quickie. 

With it also goes quite a bit of 
production trimmings, such as the 
attempt to parallel the present-day 
rhythmic evolutions from primitive 
Cuban sources. This was not as 
aptly brought out as it might have 
been. Nor was the rhythmic charm 
of the ghourds and other native 
rhythm instruments microphonical- 
ly caught by the recorders. 

The short didn’t really plumb the 
possibilities of this unique aggrega- 
tion. Abel. 


LEE MORSE 

Songs 

10 Mins. 

Rialto, New York 
Paramount 

Lee Morse sings two numbers in 
different settings in this. Camera 
tricks, well known, used in the 
changes. One of the regular run of 
shorts that can be slipped in as 
filler. 

Miss Morse has a pleasing voice 
and an attempted Bordoni way, The 
hairdress would improve her per- 
sonality 100% if it made the bang 


less conspicuous. Waly. 


HARRY LANGDON 

“The Fighting Parson” 

Comedy 

20 Minutes 

Tivoli, New York 
M-G-M 

Lightweight two-reeler product 
that saves itself only through a 
slapstick fight at the finish and 
some gags leading up to that. 
Passes for laugh end of programs. 

Action is in the west, with Harry 
Langdon and his banjo aboard a 
stage coach apparently en route for 
a cafe job. Through pantomime it 
is immediately established he’s a 
layoff with no dough and an appe- 
tite. A few mild laughs are worked 
up through the way the others are 
eating on the stage coach and Lang- 
don’s useless efforts trying to bust 
into a sandwich. By way of a hold- 
up he is left with the coach and 
drives into the tough western town 
alone. 

A log chain that accidentally gets 
caught on the front porch of the 
saloon and is picked up in Lang- 
don’s hands at precisely the same 
time the coach starts to move away, 
tearing down the whole porch, star- 
tles the onlookers 
here’s a superhuman strong man. 
That porch catastrophe is the best 
laugh. 

Langdon attempts a song, banjo 

accompanying, and a dance topping, 
but fails to elick. Singing of 
“Frankie and Johnnie” sounds as 
double used. 
Thelma Todd and Nancy Dover 
support. Neither means anything 
in this case. Langdon’s yoice reg- 
isters satisfactorily but fhe come- 
dian wisely sticks as much to panto- 
mime as permits. Char. 


“CAMPUS CRUSHES” 
Mack Sennett Comedy 
20 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 


Educational 


Possessing a good cast headed by 
Nick Stuart, Marjorie Beebe and 
Andy Clyde, “Campus Crushes” 
shapes up as a pleasing sort of its 
kind, containing many chuckling 
moments. Nick Stuart was an 
ideal choice for the part of the 
“fast” collegiate with Marjorie 
Beebe, who is the leading .femme 
for most of Mack Sennett’s releases, 
shaping up well beside him. 

Big comedy punches are handled 
by Andy Clyde, who plays the irate 
father. Clyde is right at home in 
these characterizations and were 
delivered well, especially in the se- 
quence, where he is left standing 
for hours in an ice box. 

Story is one of those youthful 
frolic affairs, about the collegiate 
boy and gal going strong for each 
other right off the bat. Husky boy 
friend of the girl proves to be just 
a mama’s boy. In one part the 
husky b. f. ropes in a femme im- 
personator to scare Stuart out of 
town. Latter scene brought the 
most laughs. 

A good bet. 


“BIG HEARTED” 

With Harry Gribbon 

Comedy 

16 Mins, 

Loew’s New York, New York. 
Pathe 


One of Pathe’s “Whoopee Com- 
edies” series. Although not much 
in effective low comedy, succeeds in 
holding interest. Gribbon is turn- 
ing out these shorts in fast order 
for Pathe. Here he is a natural for 
the part. 

A loving, cooing couple are happy 
because the next door neighbors 
moved out. New neighbors move in 
and immediately impose on them, 
using their phone, borrowing their 
money, ete. Finally they break in 
the well to make access easy. 
Neighbor has a house warming and 
brings his friends into the next 
door flat, wrecking the place, with 
the cops pulling in the innocent 
couple. 
again makes his entrance the cooing 
husband breaks a club over his 
head. 

Gribbon is the imposing neighbor 
and his physical build and aggres- 
sive manner prompted the fun. 


“HELLO SUNSHINc” 
With “Hollywood Kiddies” 
Revue. 
18 Mins. 
Loew’s New York. 
Capital 

Ethel Meglin’s school] for thea- 
trically ambitious kids is receiving 
publicity from these shorts via 
Mayfair Productions. This is the 
second showing her kids at work. 
Though entertaining, it is too long. 
Should have had about five minutes 
clipped toward the finish. 

Usual kidlet revue. 

Shorts of this nature usually 
liked, 


“SOME BABIES” 

Comedy 

10 Mins. 

Cameo, New York 
Pathe 

Slapstick slapped together and 
sloppy moth-eaten dialog tend to 
make this a fairly stupid below-par 
short. 

The revival of a baby show with 
the midget, Bobby Carney, doing a 
youngster for the prize money has 
a few laughs. Otherwise nil. 


Waly. 


into figuring |. 


Miniature Reviews 


“Sins of Children” (Metro). 
Ought to please generally. 

“Sap From Syracuse” (Par). 
Adaptation of stage flop made 
into moderately strong money 
maker and a better creation on 
the screen than on the stage. 
Asset is Jack Oakie. 

“Raffles” (UA). Excellent 
Ronald Colman crook romance. 

“Golden Dawn” (Warners). 
All color with songs, too many 
songs with none outstanding. 
If operettas are through, that’s 
the alibi for this one. Plenty 
of names however, and mostly 
from legit, with Noah Beery in 
blackface. 

“Manslaughter” (Par). 
melodrama. 

“Shooting Straight” (Radio) 
Good underworld of conven- 
tional type but with Richard 
Dix as a gangster, new to him. 
Plenty of action and nicely di- 
rected to stimulate continued 
interest. For Dix fans, okay; 
for underworld followers all 
right. 

“Good Intentions” (Fox). 

Upper-underworld romance 

with polish, punch, plenty ac- 
tion, suspense and a fine per- 
formance by Edmund Lowe. 
Out of the general programer 
class and certain to be reward- 
ed with grosses as such. A 
week's guest anywhere. 

“Dumb-bells in Ermine” 
(WB). Good for neighbor- 
hoods. 

“Law of the Siberian Taiga” 
(Russian). Threadbare story 

‘and a lot of footage wasted. 

Okay as filler when the regu- 
lar can of film is delayed. 


“Young Desire” (U). Pro- 
gramer suited to neighbor- 
hoods. Adapted from “Car- 
nival,” produced on Broadway 
last year and of the carnival 
lot. Holds interest although 
finish has unhappy ending. . 

“Miracle of the Wolves.” 
(Foreign made). Silent. His- 
torical picture of an incident in 
French history. Little com- 
mercial value for the Amer- 
can b. o. except the sure-seater 
arty. 


Good 


When the rowdy neighbor. 


“FISH, FOWL and FUN” 
Rice Sportlight 
Outdoor Novelty 


10 Mins. 
Paramount, New York 
Pathe 
There is interest for most any 


audiences in this Grantland Rice 
Sportlight of three huntsmen in ac- 
tion. Outdoors all the way and 
with dialog by each player. 

The campers shoot quail with 
their sleek pointers, catch a pair 
of gobblers with a prop gobbler call 
and snatch some hefty bass out of 
a clear, cool stream. Outside the 
hooking of fish, none of the game 
is actually shown shot down, but 
shown before when living and later 
when bagged. Toward the close the 
day’s catch is strung out on the pole, 
the camp cook asking the hunters 
which they’d prefer for dinner— 
quail, fish or turkey. 

No way to resist a hungry feeling 
at the end of this one, and that’s 
a lot more feeling than many story 
and studio shorts provoke. Bige. 


“SOMEWHERE OUT” 
Sportlight 
ins. 
Strand, New York 
Pathe 

Far and away below the usual 
standard of the Grantlandt Rice 
Sportlight series. Photography is 
bad and recording of a fellow re- 
citing a poem not much better. The 
fact that he also interferes with 
the more commendable enjoyment 
of a fisherman singing from a boat 
on the waters tells plenty what’s 
wrong with this. Only for neighbs. 

There’s no showmanship in re- 
peating sport shots that have been 
seen in preceding sportlights and 
adding a poem to make it seem dif- 
ferent. Usual baseball and football 
shots are shown and the usual 
placid waters with nothing to back 
the subject up except a final sing- 
ing sequence where a quintet of 
men yodel. 

Title means nothing and the poem 
gets no credit from the manner in 
which it is presented. 


Pathe Restarts Shorts 


Hollywood, July 29. 


Pathe is resuming shorts produc- 
tion after a three weeks’ layoff, and 
will turn them out at the rate of 
one a week. 

The scheduled plan of eight mu- 
sical shorts has been abandoned, 
due to public’s tepid reaction to- 
wards music. After making three, 


no more are planned this year. 


Sins of the Children 


(All Dialog) 

Metro release of Cosmopolitan produce 
tion. Directed by Sam Wood from story 
by Elliott Nugent (in cast also) and J. ¢ 
Nugent; adaptation by Samuel Ornitz: 
dialog, Elliott Nugent and Clara Lipman: 
camera, Henry Sharp; film editor, Frank 

uns minutes at Capitol, N 
week July 25 


Nick Higginson .......Robert Montgomery, 
Martha Wagenkampf ....... Clara Blandick 
Ludwig Francis X. Bushman, Jr, 
Robert McWade 
Dr. Heinrich Schmidt........ Lee Kohlmar 


Where Louis Mann as a legit 
name ‘is known, as in New York, he 
fully merits the marquee starring 
billing as happens at the Capitol, 
for his thoroughly professional per- 
formance sustains a rather “heavy” 
and not altogether new theme in 
great style. Where the legit Mann 
is more or less an unknown quantity 
in the sticks his individual perform- 
ance will soon establish him and 
rate him in short order on the 
screen as the American Emil Jan- 
nings. As a picture this will click 
generally. 

“Sins of the Children” is one of 
those Janningsesque things and re- 
mindful of Jannings’ “Way of All 
Flesh” in spots. 

As the sacrificing and loveable 
German father whose children are 
his care and worry from cradle to 
maturity, Mann motivates the ac- 
tion through all human emotions, 
relieving its tragic tenseness with 
telling shafts of typical Louis Man- 
nish facial humor. 

The picture may not start off 
auspiciously, but that title for one 
thing is a nifty for the gate; cer- 
tainly a vast improvement over the 
original working title, ‘“Father’s 
Day,” or its more recent name, 
“Richest Man in the World.” 

With all its domestic and paternalk 
centrality of purpose, there are ele- 
ments of romance, a dash of sex 
and human-interest ingredients to 
make this one appeal. It is almost 
a human document. of ourselves. 
The average patron will perceive in 
this some more or less’ personal 
parallel in his or her own parental 
relations, and from this the family 
trade will boom. 

Mann is Adolf Wagenkampf, on 
the threshold of economic oppor- 
tunity with a building and loan in- 
vestment proposition, but at the last 
moment turns it down to underwrite 
a two years’ convalescense in a dry 
climate for his boy, Ludwig. His 
partner-to-be, Robert McWade, 
later becomes his principal creditor 
and derides Mann as a financial 
failure. © 

Mann in this scene sustains a 
somewhat maudiin situation by 
spiritedly telling the banker that 
he is the richest man in the world, 
rich in his children and their mu- 
tual love and affection. 

Sam Wood’s canny pacing, the 
smart acting and no little credit to 
Frank Sullivan for his film editing, 
have combined favorably for the 
box office, 

Amidst an avalanche of crook 
mellers, attempts at sophisticated 
drawing room plays, almost literally 
transcribed from the stage, “Sins of 
the Children” at least is something 
that is natively filmatic—if one may 
term it that—in theme. It’s native 
celluloid timbre, remindful of the 
old pre-talker school when pictures 
were pictures for the two-bit trade 
and not aimed at $1.50 loge pat- 
ronage. 

Mann will probably be  long- 
termed by Metro on the strength 
of this. He won't be the easiest to 
write for. Like Jannings in the 
silents, he may be even a greater 
problem but Mann will be worth 
it and will carry himself furthest 
with this than perhaps all his years 
in legit. He’s an actor. 

The balance of the cast is well 
proporttioned with perhaps Henry 
Armetta as Tony outstanding in 
character. Not mentioned above 
are the child players,- Philippe de 
Lacey, Gordon Thorpe, Betsey Ann 


Hisle, Evelyn Mills and Edwin 
Mills. Abél. 

Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by Edward Sutherland. Jack 
Oakie’ starred Story adapted from the 
play of same name by John Ray, Jack 
O'Donnell and John Hayden. Screen ver- 
sion by Gertrude Purcell. Cameraman, 


Larry Williams. Interpolated song credited 
tc Edgar W. Harburg, John Green and 
Vernon Duke. Running time 70 minutes. 


At Paramount, New York, week July 25. 


Benatar Powell... George Barbier 


Mick Sidney Rigse 
Fio Goodrich...... 

Captain Barker.... 


.J. Malcom Dunn 


Play was a definite flop on Broad- 
way at $3, but the screen version 
looks like a good bet at the box of- 
fice, principally on the strength of 
its vigorous comedy, a style of com- 
edy that is bound to go better with 
the film audiences than with the 
legit customers, and its lead, Jack 
Oakie. 

Throughout, the comedy is the first 
consideration. Looney, the innocent 


conspirator in a case of mistaken 
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identity, at any rate is a well mean- 
ing boo’. done a number of ex- 

Oakle jctures lately and is on the 
oid in fan esteem, strictly on his 
knack, smile principally, and 

Rogers is here in a new 
field for her, playing a straight 
heroine and bringing to the part all 
the vital enersy she has successfully 
ied in singing and dancing roles, 
es extremely well in this 
dramatic role, = 

nt style that is entire 
offer ivating. She and Oakie have 
one song number, rather dragged 
into the action in the musical com- 
edy manner, but it gets by on the 
fact that the whole picture is built 
on the comedy technique. 

Betty Starbuck and Veree Teas- 
dale, as 4 couple of gold diggers 
traveling abroad and strictly on the 
make, furnish an amusing pair of 
characterizations with plenty of 
brightly cynical lines. George Dar- 
pier likewise contributes a funny bit 
as the garrulous “Senator” who in 
the end turns out to be a disguised 
engineer on the trail of the plotters. 

Romantic side is elemental and 
juvenile at times, but it supplies ex- 
cellent contrast to the low comedy 
and the blend, while it may not be 
especially high class art, neverthe- 
less works out into cheerful enter- 

ent. 
tarechnical production is first class 
and the picture rounds out to first 
rate program material, mainly be- 
cause of Oakie. Rush. 


RAFFLES 


production, released 
through United Artists. Directed by Harry 
D’Arrast and George Fitzmaurice. Screen 
version of E. W. Hornung’s ‘‘Amateur 
Cracksman” by Sidney Howard. Ronald 
Colman starred. Photograpky,. George 
Barnes and Gregg Toland. At Rialto, 
New York, on grind, indef., July 24. Run- 
ning time, 70 minutes. 

Colman 
GWEN. Kay Francis 
Fletcher 
Lady Skipworth 
Lord Kerr 
Rogers 
Wilson Benge 


Samuel Goldwyn 


It is true that some of the dra- 
matic devices employed in the film- 
ing of “The Amateur Cracksman,” 
a best seller of 20 years ago, give 
it an old fashioned flavor, as the 
reviewers insisted, but there are 
other things that far outweigh that 
consideration. 


The E. W. Hornung creation has 
been copied many times and has 
furnished the inspiration for any 
number of newer writers, but “Raf- 
fles” still remains the best roman- 
tic crook character to date, surviv- 
ing all its subsequent ghosts. That, 
with the draw of Ronald Colman 
places “Raffles” in the money class. 


Moreover, in the hands of the 
bland Colman, it gets a persuasive 
reading that makes it fresh, even 
after an over-supply of stories of 
similar import. 

Another element that enters into 
weighing the box office of “Raffles” 
is the novelty of an audacious 
treatment of the “you can’t win’ 
crook formula. When Hornung 
brought his gentleman crook to the 
end of the story triumphant over 
the forces of law and order, he 
was two decades before his time. 
Since then we have had prohibition 
and prohibition snoopers and cor- 
ruption in high places and the pub- 
lic mind isn’t so terribly intrigued 
by the ultimate victory of John Law 
as it once was. 

For this reason “Raffles” in 1930 
probably is more in tune with the 
public conscience, now touched with 
cynicism in such matters, than it 
was in, say 1912. 

Fact is that the old fashioned 
artifices of the story are incidental, 
while the essence of its interest is 
the creation of a thoroughly charm- 
ing romantic rascal—a rascal so 
entirely captivating that you are 
pleased to see him emerge triumph- 
ant, though guilty, from his brush 
with Scotland Yard. 

Picture version capitalizes some 
such instinctive feeling, by actually 
having the defeated Inspector K. 
McKenzie (beautiful piece of high 
comedy by David Torrence) take his 
final trimming with a philosophical 
érin, confessing in his rich Scotch 
brogue that the escaped “Raffles” 
was a fascinating rogue after all: 
A shrewd bit of literary device, this. 


In Kay Francis the caster has 
—— a happy choice—an actress 
ith that Suggestion of reserve 


Vitality that makes her stand out 
Strongly in a part that is intrin- 
Sically pale, 
“ns counting the picture’s as- 
po that outweigh its defects, it 
sliea” that comedy sequences sup- 
Pred by Alison  Skipworth and 
Kerr, the sentimental 
pn dowager and her absurd 
on Se, have a good deal of fresh- 
SS and reality. In like manner, 
aes atmosphere impresses 
created ey authentic, for it was 
ed by a British novelist and 
cur Special conviction to a fan 
Stinen — has taken its British 
evathetic’= as manufactured in a 
For ll way by Hollywood. 
of which reasons it seems 
ties a toe has excellent possibili- 
~ pies e box office, an estimate 
fact th, means discouraged by the 
at this performance (early 
thermos aturday evening when the 
the Ri: neter was going hysterical) 
‘alto was filled to capacity 


and the audience gave every evi- 
dence of absorbed interest, even 
when the _ gifted Raffles com- 
mitted so crude a dramatic es- 
cape as ducking through a secret 
panel to avoid the pursuing Mc- 
Kenzie. 

All of which might suggest the 
argument that because a story is 
20 years old, it needn’t necessarily 
be “old fashioned.” Conan Doyle's 
“Sherlock Holmes” is older than 
that, and it’s still probably among 
the best detective stories in the 
language and was recently made 
into a first rate commercial picture. 

; Rush. 


GOLDEN DAWN 


(All Color, With Songs) 


Warner Bros. production and _ release. 
Adapted by Walter Anthony from the stage 
operetta of same title that had limited run 
on Broadway couple of seasons ago. Em- 
merich Kalman and Hubert Stothart writers 
of songs in picture. Directed by Ray En- 
right. Walter Woolf, Vivienne Segal, Alice 
Gentle, Noah Beery and Lupino Lane fea- 
tured, All in Technicolor. At Strand, New 
York, week July 23. Running time, 81 
minutes, 


Tom Walter Woolf 
Vivienne Segal 
OD 
Johanna. Byron 


...-Otto Matieson 


Maid-in-Waiting. Quartaro 
Sojin 

..-Julanne Johnston 


Sister Hedwig...... 
i hae Nick De Ruiz 
..Edward Martindel 


Napoli... 


With “Golden Dawn” a screen 
operetta as it was on the Broadway 
stage for a short run two seasons 
ago, it goes up against the apathetic 
feeling of film fans for this sort of 
talker entertainment. There’s noth- 


ing in this picture to change the 
public’s expressed attitude. At the 
best it has but some names, mostly 
from the legit stage. They will not 
help. 

The all-colored and seemingly 
expensively produced sounded sing- 
er appears overloaded with songs. 
There are five within the first 15 
minutes. That ratio seems to be 
lived up to if not exceeded for the 
remainder of the running. Every- 
body seems to sing, even Noah 
Beery in blackface. His song is 
something about while his whip is 
in his grip he’ll still be king .Though 
he sings it twice, no one cares, al- 
though Beery’s basso must have 
made the mike tremble. 

A jab at the cutting of this pic- 
ture can easily be taken. It may 
have been the extremity of getting 
in all of the songs that were written 
for it. Can’t be comprehended that 
any might have been held out. And 
the direction goes along. Those nat- 
urally carry the acting, which has 
no standout. While the song num- 
bers are thrust in with such rapidity 
that they become merely a volumi- 
nous mass, smothering any indi- 
viduality. 

Story is trite or tripe of the jungle 
mob in black held in check by the 
English regiment, with Dawn, who’s 
going to marry the blacks’ god, 
turning out to be white after all. 

The tale runs like that, without 
comedy offset, as much as any oper- 
etta needs comedy relief. Lupino 
Lane and the second juve team were 
expected to be funny, at least by 
the caster. The team may have 
been in any other picture. Their 
one song and dance was about the 
only worthwhile moment of 81 min- 
utes. Except some big sets and a 
strong singing ensemble. 

“Golden Dawn” may have been 
made some time ago in Hollywood. 
It has been playing around for 
awhile. Sime, 


YOUNG DESIRE 


Universal production and release. Direct- 
ed by Lew Collins. Adapted by Matt Tay- 
lor from the play ‘‘Carnival,t’ by William 
Doyle. Featuring Mary Nolan, William 
Jarnly, Ralf Harolde and Mae Busch. At 
Tivoli, New York, July 25-26 as half double 
bill. Running time, 69 minutes. 


Adapted from the play “Carnival” 
which was produced on Broadway 
last year and lived a short while, 
this picture sticks close to the plot. 
It tells a_ straightforward story 
about the carny kooch dancer who 
kills herself because she is not con- 


sidered fit to marry the man she 
loves. Interest lies mainly in the 
story with the camera failing to 


scatter over the entire carn lot to 
introduce side dishes of interest. 
Lew Collins did the right thing in 
building interest up solely through 
the plot as carnival rackets have 
been shown numerous times in pre- 
ceding releases and are now some- 
what stilted. Suitable only for the 
neighborhoods, 

Finish is a surprise and doubtful 
whether it will please. It was ex- 
pected the girl and boy would find 
a way out of their difficulties in- 
stead of the girl committing suicide. 
Production oke and story holds in- 
terest, although the juve, William 
Jarnly, somewhat miscast. Looked 
and acted too adolescent opposit. 
the hard-boiled acting of Mary 
Nolan. 

Latter pleases as the calloused 
carny torso twister who turns soft 
for the boy, but in her attempt to 
put over sophistication she spoke 
too slowly and slurringly, giving the 


impression of a stew delivery. 


MANSLAUGHTER 


Paramount Publix production and release. 
Directed by George Abbott, who also 
adapted from Alice Duer Miller's ‘‘Saturday 
Evening Post’ story. Clauletie Ccltert 
and Frederic March co-featured. At Rivoli, 
New York, on grind, opening July 23. Run- 
ning time, 82 minutes. 

Lydia Thorne.......,.....Claudette Coltort 
Dan Alvrch 
Moorhead 
Tacker 
Evans..... Hilla Vaughn 
at Coluins 
Gaylord Pensleton 


Peters... Stanley Ficids 


Foster... Mitchell 


One is always a bit suspicious of 
those courtroom mellers where the 
uncompromising d.a. must prosecute 
his amour and send her to jail, but 
George Abbott carried it out rather 
well in “Manslaughter,” although 
never wholly maintaining a consist- 
ent pace. Family trade will like 
this talker revival. 

That the theme will be vaguely 
familiar is explained by this being 
a re-make of a 1922 silenz with 
Thomas Meighan—then at his 


heights—doing the d.a. role which 
Frederic March now has. Leatrice 
Joy in the silent version ui the Alice 
Duer Miller “Satevepost” story 
(which Cecil B. de Mille directea 
for Paramount eight years ago) has 
given way to Claudette Colbert in 
dialog. 

Abbott, in adapting and directing, 
has endeavored to overcome some 
of the banalties which, in 1922, were 
standard. Instead of following the 
original hoke situation of the candi- 
date-for-Governor-hero previously 
re-encountering, on a breadline, the 
girl he sent to prison, March is 
shown doing a mild stooge bum, but 
coming back into private law prac- 
tice without the old hokum bucket 
trimmings. 

Another modification is the elerni- 
nation of the maid’s sick boy and 
blaming it on a heavy boy friend as 
the cause for her theft of Miss Col- 
bert’s jewels. The aftermath of 
maid and mistress meeting on equal 
terms in jail is retained and rather 
convincingly carried through, but in 
between, before and after, there's 
much that’s boloney. 

Miss Colbert follows through the 
original idea of a snobbish charac- 
terization, re-made by her prison 
experience, although the same goes 
as with the original review of Miss 
Joy by Con that it’s a grand excuse 
for a fashion-parade. Miss Colbert 
strives for a _ hinterland Mayfair 
type, and while the Park avenue 
bunch in New York, as well as the 
small-town smart set, is represen- 
tative of a certain class of poseurs, 
the character never really rings true 
up until her entrance into prison 
routine. (Original situation is re- 
tained concerning the fatal auto- 
mobile accident of which the pur- 
suing motorcycle cop was the vic- 
tim.) 

No average audience can ration- 
ally accept Miss Colbert’s careless- 
ness with expensive jewels on her 
nonchalant. distribuption of diamond 
bracelets as bribes to motorcycle 
cops. The entire structure, so far 
as Abbott readapted it along these 
lines, doesn’t ring the bell. * 

As a completed product it will 
stand up for the average fans be- 
cause it holds a competent admix- 
ture of acting, production and 
action. It is also susceptible to the 
usual ballyhoo of “sending his own 
sweetheart to prison ior man- 
slaughter” and that routine. Abel. 


SHOOTING STRAIGHT 


Radio production and release. An orig- 
inal by Barney Serecky, adapteu by Wal- 
lace Smith. Richard Dix stari:d. Mary 
Lawlor featured, and also George Archain- 
baud, director. Dialog by J. Walter Ruben. 
Eddie Cronjager, cameraman, At Globe, 


New York, on grind, opening July 235, 
indef. Running time, 72 minutes, 
Larry Richard Dix 
Doris Powell....... Lawlor 
Rev. Neill 
Martin. Betz 
Tommy Poweall............ William Janney 
Robert E, O'Connor 
Stevens ...<. Clarence Wurtz 
Eddie Sturgis 
Another underworld ard good 
enough while the ganguter and 


crook picture is on the cvest. Be- 
sides this has Richard Dix and in 
a gangster role himself, a new line 
of screen work for Dig, but he’s 
still made heroic here, even if he 
is the best crap shooter in the 
country, according to this film, and 
the part suits him. Lowks as though 
Powell and Lowe have a competi- 
tor. 

Plenty of action, particularly at 
the start, with murder, fight and 
a train wreck, with the wreck done 
very well. Jc happens head on for 
the audience. Another fist fight 
toward the finish is a peach, be- 
tween Dix and Matthew Betz, with 
Betz second only to Dix here in 
everything, as a gambling house 
operator also wanted by the cops. 

Dix’s new stunt here is beating a 
gun draw by a knock-out sock. He 
does it twice, Very fancy and 
catchy. Each sock heard in the 
sound recording. 

Talking to a well known reformer 
in the pullman smoker just before 
the wreck, Dix is removed to a min- 


ister’'s home in a tough western 


town with the reformer'’s card case 
in his hand. He is mistaken for 
the reformer and the minister, with 
a full beard, is tickled to death the 
reformer is there to help him clean 
up. Instead the reforming Dix 
cleans Betz’s crap joint through his 
system of smelling a gardenia in 
the lapel of his coat each time just 
before throwing the dice. It’s a 
great idea for flopping Friars. 

But Dix didn’t break the bank 
for himself; it was for the son of 
the minister in the second place, 
and of course for the minister's 
daughter in the first place. Mary 
Lawlor is the daughter and as long 
as she looked sweet, couldn't go 
wreng. 

When Betz was cleaned, even 1os- 
ing his title to the joint in the last 
throw to Dix, like a good gambler, 
he squealed to that perpetual film 
dick, Robert E. O’Connor. Dix and 
the audience thought he was want- 
ed for murder. But Dix hadn't 
really killed his man, the man who 
bumped off his pal, Marty Flynn 
(unseen). Dix had stopped choking 
him to death just in time for an- 
other pal to finish the job, after 
Dix and left to take the train some- 
where west. 

So the minister’s daughter was 
happy to hear he wasn’t a murderer 
after all,,_and would stay in town 
to help papa take up collections. 
Which made Mr. Dix heroic. 
These underworlds! 

But the neighbs like ’em. 
Give them to ‘em. 


GOOD INTENTIONS 


Fox production and release. .Based on a 
story by Wiliam K. Howard and directed 
by him Edmund Lowe featured. Music 
and lyrics by Cliff Friend and Jimmie 
Monaco. Photography by George Schneider- 
man. Sound-*recording by Al Platzman. At 
Roxy, New York, week July 25. Running 
time, 70 minutes. 


Sime. 


Helen Rankin.........Marguerite Churchill 
Richard Holt..... .--Regis Toomey 
Flash Norton....... ri Earle Foxe 
Ried. . Eddie Gribbon 
Miss Georgia Caine 
«---.Owen Davis, Jr. 


Franklin Graham.........+. Hale Hamilton 


“ce 


On paper “Good Intentions” prob- 
ably looked like just another under- 
world story with little more than a 
complexity of plot in its favor. 
What the author, William K. How- 
ard, has achieved in transferring 
his story to the screen is a totally 
different matter. Possessing most 
all of the time-proven essentials as 
ingredients, it’s a class upper-under- 
world romance with a glittering 
polish and sufficient action and sus- 
pense to insure it results, A safe 
bet for a week anywhere. 

While a programer, it’s still a 
programer that will or should click 
as strong as any of its contempo- 
raries. 

That director is a vet. Through 
this Lowe talker, he proves he’s also 
a writer with a great mind for plot 
construction and continuity. There’s 
so much happening in “Good Inten- 
tions” most of the time, that alone 
keeps the onlooker on edge, but 
without situations overlapping. 

Cutting job has been judicious 
and clever with obvious idea How- 
ard’s desire to retain as much of the 
plot complexity as possible for a 70- 
minute stretch of celluloid. In do- 
ing that a sequence kere and there 
comes to a sudden fade, but seldom 
does that throw the picture out of 
its smooth path with any degree of 
seriousness. Lone exception may be 
a car accident, with the cut at the 
minute tree is struck and allowing 
it to go at that. 

Story is one revolving around a 
gang of high-class crooks generaled 
by a swanky man-about-town type 
whose suavity, sartorial finish, etce., 
permits him to move in the best 
circles, that including a bank presi- 
dent’s daughter with whom a ro- 
mance is intercepted by spilling of 
some beans. 

Lowe completely fills the assign- 
ment as the gentleman crook chief. 
Some of the strongest sequences are 
Scenes in which smooth dialog, 
fiercely threatening to crack, is ex- 
changed. That smooth, well-written 
dialog is a large part of the beauty 
of “Good Intentions.” 

Regis Toomey, as ‘he banker's 
son, gives a steady, clean-cut per- 
formance but Marguerite Churchill, 
the girl, hasn’t much of a part, even 
less than has Earle Foxe, Lowe's 
double-crossing lieut., who's aces. 

There isn’t much comedy relief 
but what is there counts, with Eddie 
Gribbon, as erstwhile gang 
henchman left in France to get back 


in a cattle boat, ladling out the 
laughs. Near riot in a sleep-walk- 
ing bit. 


Owen Davis, Jr., turns in a fair 
account in a not too hopeful role. 
Photography and recording are at 
all times good. 

Music in the picture is injected 
as incidental, that including “Slave 
to Love,” announced twice and 
played by an orchestra and over the 
radio. Fairly pleasing melody. 
Char. 


Billy CGaxton from New 


| York for the coast Aug 


departs 
4 for War- 
ners’ “Fifty Million Frenchmen.” 


Dumb-bells in Ermine 


Warner Bros. production and release. 
Directed by John Adolphi. Adapted by 
Harvey Thew from Lynn Starlings play, 
“Weak Gisters.’’ Dialog by James Giea- 
son at Beacon, New York, week July 25. 
Running time, 57 minutes, 


Jerry Malone .......e.. Robert Armstrong 
Faith Corey ..... ecececccecs Barbara Kent 
Grandma Corey Beryl Mercer 
Uncle Roger .... .Claude Gillingwater 
Mre. Corey ...<. ..Julia Swayne Gordon 
Siegfried Arthur Hoyt 
Mra. Mary Foy 

Good comedy picture for the 


neighborhoods, not quite strong 
enough for the better key first runs, 
but satisfactory anywhere else. It’s 
a prizefight story in as much as 
the male lead is a pug, but prob- 
ably the first fight fitm on record 
without a battle scene. Wasn't a 
bad idea to forget about the fight 
shots, either, as it plays well enough 
without ’em. 

Adapted with considerable 
changes from “Weak Sisters,” play 
of five years or se ago by Lynn 
Starling. Leading man is now a 
fighter instead of a writer, and the 
romance is played up in the picture. 
In the play, quite rough at the 
time, prosties, a soul-snatcher was 
attempting to reform, were the 
highlights. 

From James Gleason and Beryl 
Mercer, as a wise-cracking grand- 
ma, the picture secures its laughs. 
Miss Mercer, away from her cus- 
tomary sympathetic mother charac- 
ter, gives a good account with a 
set of actor-proof and audience 
perfect lines to handle. 

Robert Armstrong is the pug, 
resting in a small southern town 
as preparation for his coming cham- 
pionship match. He meets. the 
daughter of the Corey family and 
they fall in love. Her moth is 
nuts on reform stuff and has a nice 
blue-nose picked out, but daughter 
holds out for the fighter. 

The joint that’s raided is called a 
speak, but the giris in it suggest it 
was something else. 

Barbara Kent is the daughter, 
Julia Swayne Gordow her mother, 
and Claude Gillingwater grandma’s 
o.k. chaser, all good. Arthur Hoyt, 
as the reformer, did a neat job 
with the picture’s toughest role. 

Bige. 


THE LAW OF THE 
SIBERIAN TAIGA 


(Silent) 
(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Produced in Russia by Kino-Sibir and 
released through Amkino. Scenario and di- 
rection by M. MBoilshintzov. A. Azogin, 
cameraman. American titles, Ivor Montagu. 
Starring Keverbel Kima. At Cameco, New 
York, week July 25. Running time, 7 
minutes. 


The worst phase of this produc- 
tion, and one which dominates 75% 
of the running time, is found in the 
sameness of long stretches and their 
pronounced inactivity. It’s another 
ooglie-iglo affair, but along com- 
paratively insignificant lines. What 
interest there is, is so slight and ex- 
tended, with amateurish directorial 
touches abetted by translated sub- 
titles, that “Siberian Taiga” is best 
recommended for one of those mis- 
hap bookings. 

While it purports to be the life of 
the wild tribe of the Tungus in the 
remote Siberian wasteland, the pic- 
ture really deals with one native 
and his family. ~ 

The handling of the story muffs 
countless opportunities for sales 
points. No wild animals and no 
action of any kind until the last 
reel. Then as if to catch up with 
| itself Kima, the native, and a Rus- 
|sian fur bootlegger, engage in an 
axe and gun battle. 

Even the trial of Kima, jockeyed 
‘into a defendancy by the wiley Rus- 
sian, it without commotion or emo- 
tion. Here the study of Asiatic 
faces, grouped together for the first 
and last time, is the most interest- 
ing angle. For some reason Kima 
pleads guilty before the Suglan, as 
the court is called, and is saved only 
when a government official appears 
in the nick o’ time and tells on the 
Russian, 

Most of the footage is devoted to 
long stretches of forest and snow, 
the kind that could pass for almost 
any northern U. S. suburb in the 
winter. 

Propaganda angel is of the philan- 
thropic class in this one; showing 
Sovietism’s anxiety to ail the hungry 
Tungus. Waly. 


Symphony in Two Flats 


(All Dialog) 
(ENGLISH MADE) 


Gaumont Gainsborough production, -Re- 
leased in England by Gaumont. Adapted 
and directed by V. Gareth Gundrey from 
stage play of same name by Ivor No- 
vello, Starring Ivor Novello. Benita 
Hume, Cyril Ritchard, Clifford Heather- 
ly, featured. Length, 7,752 feet. Run- 
ning time, one hour 30 minutes. Cen- 
sor’s Certificate “U."" Reviewed at Tive- 
oli, London, July 16, 


“Symphony in Two Flats” was 
quite successful as a stage play 
here, due largely to the drawing 


power of its cast. As picture ma- 
terial it suffers from being drawn 
out along the same note. The at- 
mosphere of rather sickly senti- 
mentality is too sustained, and cuts 
could be made to advantage. 
Pieture will be released in Amere 
ica by Tiffany, but a different ver- 
(Continued on page 33) 
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World's Screen and Stage 


(Continued 


they, too, better start producing for 
the foreign market by turning out 
sound-celuloid in the native lingo. 

The Germans didn’t figure as yet. 
They were doing okay as is with 
their own synchronized pictures. A 
few of the Tobis and UFA shorts 
had percolated into other Continen- 
tal capitals and across the Atlantic 
as a sample of Germany’s poten- 
tialities. Germany’s capital, Ber- 
lin, even today still prefers the big 


flashy American film over its own 
native, hence Germany is a pecu- 
liar study in itself. 

From the Paris demonstration at 
the Moulin Rouge, Paramount and 
Metro and Fox and Warners and 
the rest quickly saw the handwrit- 
ing on the sound-screen. Warners 
had been doing all right, letting 
Jolson carry its shorts and other 
product and getting along nicely 
for no little time. Metro’s sound- 
synchronized “White Shadows” and 
“Pagan” as explained above were 
holding their own and also bolster- 
ing the general M-G-M works. 

, Paramount, with its 10 theatres in 
France, including a deluxer on the 
Boulevard des Italiens, Paris, quickly 
saw what its, provincial stands 
would come to' if! not. giving ’em 
natively appealing prodiict.... Para- 
mount’s showmanship in lending, 
100%, French -aura to everything 
about its French enterprises was 
paying too well. Every time one of 
the many patriotic and religious 
holidays came around, the. Para- 
mount theatres’ draping of. ‘the 
French colors all over the premises 
had been developing a goodwill and 
beaucoup francs of sizeable proper- 
tion which Par wasn’t going to let 
slide without a struggle. 

Trying Languages 

As a resuli, at this moment, the 
elaborate Paramount - Robert T. 
Kane studios in Joinville (outside 
Paris), «under the corporate name 
of Cinecontinentale Studios are 
booming with stock companies 
fashioning talkers’in dialogs and 
dialects from French to the Czech. 

If Kane will have his way Par 
will turn out over a dozen different 
lingos and test each country’s re- 
turns that way with the first 
tionalistic talker, which goes especi- 
ally for the lesser languages like 
Danish, Czech, Hungarian, Polish, 
and even Italian. (Of the major 
tongues; a 100% Italian talker has 
yet to be made.) 

From this, Metro quickly took its 
cue. Between Arthur Loew and 
Laudy Lawrence, M-G-M’s traveling 
European rep.they raided some of 
the best French talent, starting with 
Jacques Feyder, the French director, 
and including Andre Luguet, the 
Comedie Francaise star, now in Hol- 
lywood. So 's Tania Fedor; so are 
other French notables, Like Luguet, 
Miss Fedor, another Comedie Fran- 
caise satellite, inspired litigation 
and Metro took care of everything, 
charging it off, 

Between Metro, Par, 
Warners, and others, the various 
nationals raised a new form of 
squawk—the protest against Holly- 
wood’s gold absorbing and depleting 
the cream ofthe stage and screen 
talent from each country. 

Hollywood didn’t deny it. It 
couldn’t. Between the Holly wood- 
produced foreign talkers, along with 


now the 


Kane’s activities in Paris, not to 
mention various other multi-lingual 
talker activity at London’s Holly- 
wood (Elstree), and at Tempelhof 
and Neubabelsburg (the German 


Hollywoods, both outside of Ber- 

lin), there’s no question but that 

the local legits are crying the blues. 
Actor After Money 

A recent “Variety” story about 
the German dramatists completing a 
flock of plays but not finding enough 
star talent to go around for pro- 
duction purposes, is the keynote to- 
day for every other country, or it 
will be in those countries where the 
talkers’ progress’ is not yet as 
marked. 

The actor is the same the world 
over. The glory thing in legit goes 
for Sweeney. When an actor gets a 
load of twice as many francs or 
marks or pesos or lire or pesetas 
or shillings( Austrian) or pengos or 
pounds, he’s like the American 
trouper, figuring in dollars; he can 
boost the gross so many times more 
at lesser effort and to greater per- 
sonal fame than if remaining true 


to his art and former first loved, the 


dramatic stage. 

As a result, the political elements 
who figure in those countries where 
the state still controls subventioned 
theatres, are good for a monthly 


from page 3) 


squawk about what American sound 
has done to degrade the native the- 
atres. 
All Get It 

It affects all of ’em. Max Rein- 
hardt relinquishes Nora Gregor for 
a Hollywood talker from his Vien- 
nese theatre, and there’s a grand 
to-do about that. So the beloved 
“professor” (that’s his native title), 
must qualify himself that Miss Gre- 
gor has not sold her art for Holly - 
wood shekels but that, as a special 
dispensation, she has been given a 
limited vacation to take advantage 
for the earning of a few extra bucks. 
To top Reinhardt, the German and 
Austrian authorities who dominate 
the subventioned theatres rule that 
no state theatre employee is to en- 
‘gage in screen work of any kind. 
From Belgrade (Jugoslavia) as 
the centre of all the Serbs, the 
Croats, the Slavs.and the Bulgars 
in the Balkans, 
of almost prohibitive legislation to 
tax foreign film imports—strictly 
¢imed at Hollywood—and use the 
increased funds to resuscitate the 
dying legit.. The dying legit has 
been dving on its own, regardless 
of the talkers. 
The \Jugoslavian picture people 
rise in} protest. against any such 
possibility because without Ameri- 


‘ean product they couldn’t keep their 
‘theatres* open. 


And as for legit, 
even the English Players (playing 
in a totally foreign:.tongue) still 
@lick big with their “Journey's 


End,” “Juno and the Paycock”: and 


other repertory. Cecile Sorel with 
her Comedie Francaise players—in 
French—still repeats regularly and 
scores heavily. And the American 
Negro, Louis Douglas, with a Har- 
lem revue, also takes out plenty of 
dough meantime. 

The Balkans refute themselves on 
their threats of legislation and the 
aitendant patriotic local protection 
by finally coming into the Berne 
convention and agreeing to pay 
royalties to American dramatists. 
They are at this writing making 
intensive arrangements for the new 
season for the presentation of past- 


proved Broadway | melodramatic 
successes. They go big for those 
mellers. “Trial of Mary Dugan,” 


“Cat and Canary” and “Broadway” 
are all big in Europe, from Spain 
to the Norse countries, and even 
into Russia, 
On the matter of Soviet Russia, 
with the U. S. S. R. monopolizing 
and dominating everything from its 
farm lands to. its nationalistic 
thought, all that Russia can turn 
out is what they will foist on them- 
selves. 
Now and Then Silents 

Every so often a silent of some 
distinction percolates into Paris or 
into a Balkan country where the 
Balkan peoples around the Adriatic 
Sea are of hereditary relationship, 


but these are only oke for the 
American sure-seaters at best, 
When Russia produces a Serge* 


Eisenstein, all that its official gov- 
ernmental propaganda and lecture 


comes a ‘threat|. 


Guinn (Big Boy) Williams 
“The Big Fight,” Cruze; “The Devil 
with Women,” Fox; “The Bad Man” 
and “College Lovers,” First Na- 
tional. 
FREE-LANCING 
Under personal management of 
Edward Small Co. 


tour, under U. S. S. R. auspices, 
has done is to bring Eisenstein to 
even greater attention as a per- 
sonality, with the result Jesse L. 
Lasky copped him for Paramount 
in Hollywood. 

As for Germany, one is given to 
expect much from UFA, Tobis, or 
even the lesser known Greenbaum 
Films or some other indie producer. 
Germany should turn out some good 
taikers for America within two 
years, especially now with the 
patents’ accord in the final stages 
of adjustment and the markets 
opened for general operation, pro- 
duction and distribution. 
Germany’s progressivenhess is im- 
mediately evident to any visitor to 
Tempelhof or Neubabelsberg. <A 
flash of Jannings’ “Blue Angel” or 
Willy Fritsch and Lily Harvey in 
“Liebeswaltzer,” or even the hokum 
“Zwei Herzen in % Takt’ (Two 
Hearts in % Time) evidences that 
the Teutonic boys know what it’s 
all about and at least are heading 
in the right direction. 


Germany’s Chances 


Germany feels that if it can’t bust 
into America and that a German 
equivalent of a. “Variety” -or a 
“Passion” is not so frequent, they 
can at least compete with their 
own side of the Atlantic, As a re- 
sult, by arrangement with British 
International and Gaumont-Aubert- 
Franco, UFA and Tobis have been 
making bi- and multi-lingual talk- 
ers at Elstree, and around Paris at 
Joinville, Billancourt and Epinay. 
Ufa has a good producer in Erich 
Pommer and some alert creative 


minds for contributing factors to 
native-made sound product. France 
has Louis Mercanton, Robert Florey, 
Jean de Limur, Leonce Perret, all 
latter three of whom have had 
actual Hollywood experience with 
the major companies while Mercan- 
ton has worked with Americans and 
British in Nice and London, They, 
tco, might turn out something star- 
tlingly worthy one of these days. 


. HARRY 


CAREY 


“TRADER HORN” 
METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER STUDIOS 


The picture thing is naturally the 
biggest thing of the moment in the 


international survey. 


That goes even greater beyond 
Europe into the Antipodes and into 


South America’s Latin countries. 


Australia likes its big revues as 
but will 
probably get the slant that South 
America is currently peeved about— 


America did for a spell, 


that the overplus of backstage and 


revue stuff with its strictly local 
lingo 


Broadwayese and_ technical 
isn’t naturally popularly appealing. 

Which brings one back to the dis- 
tinction touched on before concern- 
ing English and Americanese. To 
the foreign mind, the American 
lingo is entirely distinctive from the 
British English. The Continentals 
found that out in their contacts wtih 
Englishmen from the neighboring 
British Isles and from the influx of 
New Yorkers and hinterland “Amer- 
icaines.” 

The South Americans who speak 
English, and who were taught it in 
the Oxford sense, have been equally 
quick to note the linguistic distinc- 
tion between the cousin nations. 

The German native reaction to 
U. S. talkers, especially ‘in Berlin 
and the other big German cities, will 
probably be the quickest way to 
make Germany turn out a suitable 
sound-film for America. They al- 
most had it in Jannings’ “Der Blaue 
Engel” (Blue Angel), which the 
Hollywood-experienced Josef von 
Sternberg directed. 

It is slated for America this fall, 
although a rather pedantic work. 

Berlin itself will not accept a 
German talker if there’s an equally 
good America film in town. The big 
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monica band act was in an American 
operetta (translated, of course) in 
Paris at $2,000 a week and in the 
last fortnight of his engagement a 
copyist was frankly copying his style, 
making sketches of his clothes, 
physical layout, grouping, etc., and 
then topped it by asking him where 
he can buy his type of Hohner har- 
monica as he’s getting up a copy 
act now that: Minevitch is leaving 
for America. Qn top of that an- 
other American harmonica act 
comes over and pulls a copy and 
the managers play it because it all 
comes down to a difference in price, 

As for American acts in Europe 
especially, previous stories that it’s 
a tough financial racket for the 
variety performer has_ regularly 
bought squawks from the foreign 
agents who don’t like the idea of 
any comment on this. Very few 
acts, unless landing a show over 
there, get a money break, Trouble 
has been in the main that most of 
’em take it asa lark and a grand 
excuse for a getaway. with perhaps 
a chance 'to get a few bucks. It 
winds up by ‘cabling their agents 
‘for return fare: in no few cases. 

The girls coming to play the re- 
sort casinos find it even tougher. 
They must have a wardrobe and 
spend big in keeping with the gam- 
ing tables’ mob’s tempo of things. 
Before they know it their francs 
are dissipated. 

American acts of course are still 
the biggest thing in Europe and al- 
ways in demand. But only England 
pays anything that is worth while. 

Outside of Europe, nothing else 
much matters. Australia brings 
over some musical comedy people 


cities go for the grand manner of}.but not now with all the U. T. and 


American pictures, 
there is more allure in the Amreican 
manifestations than the native pro- 
totypes. 

One finds as a result that Ger- 
many is thus tending away from its 
own. In “Liebeswaltzer,” Fritsch 
plays a young American blade, and 
even ad libs a few American slang 
phrases in the course of the other- 
wise German dialog to lend realism. 
This was the one native-made 
talker which the Berliner publikum 
went for. But they couldn’t stick 
Jannings’ “Blaue Engel” over with 
as much*mass appeal. 


England the Same 


England, of course, is still the big 
disappointment, They couldn’t make 
a good silent in the past for Amer- 
ica’s first runs, and ‘looks equally 
negative, if not worse, on the talker 
end. 

The Continentals take the posi- 
tion that where they were unsuc- 
cessful in thé past, so far as Amer- 
ica was concerned, their ancient and 
honorable and long-established na- 
tionalistic theatre gives them an 


histrionic superiority which will off-: 


set many other shortcomings. The 
French theatre, the Italian, the 
Spanish, the German, the Austrian 
and the rest are of ancient theatri- 
cal lineage, all with state subven- 
tioned theatres and opera houses, 
regarded as certain to turn out his- 
trionic timber of high caliber for 
the talker screen. 

This has been evidenced in sev- 
eral French performances. An 
Andre Bauge carried an otherwise 
celluloid turk, “La Route est Belle” 
(The Road Is Beautiful) ‘nto a big 
money-getter. for Pierre Braunber- 
ger, although, as the pioneering 
French talker, and dealing with a 
typical provincial theme anu Mar- 
seilles locale, it couldn’t miss. 

On the Stage 

International legit has been dove- 
tailed with the flicker’ situation 
abroad. The theatre as in Amer- 
ica has been solar plexused by the 
curiosity appeal of the talker. Still, 
the German and the Austrian and 
the Hungarian dramatists and oc- 
casionally a French or English or 
Italian or Spanish author, com- 
poser or librettist, continue to turn 
out likely stage material which 
travels around the world, although 
it has been the reverse of late. 
America has fed the foreign stages 
also with its musical revues and 
its crook mellers. 

In vaudeville the American has 
done this feeding to an even greater 
degree and at a greater loss. An 
American act comes to Europe and 
the Continental boys make no 
bones about picking the act’s bones 
apart. 

Hal Sherman, for example, was 
a smash two years ago, so much 
so he stayed there a long time. 


Sherman left Europe and a flock of 


Sherman imitators at cut rates do 


his same siyle of eccentric stepping 


with full managerial approval, con- 
sidering that they had to pay Sher- 
man off in the equivalent of Amer- 


ican dollars and they can still pay 
the local boys off in francs or 1¢i’ 


or groschen or laughs. 


Borrah Minevitch with an har- 


and somehow, 


W. T. houses gone wire, although 
this past month there has been a 
tendency back to the stage policy in 
the picture houses. 

Too Tough for Girls 

South America is strictly rough 
stuff, same as in the Canal Zone. 
Ditto for the girls going into Egypt 
with an onus on almost every place 
regardless of every precaution by 
the consular services on both sides, 
guarantees, étc. Once there, it’s too 
tough for the girls, and only girls 
are wanted. 

The American vogue has gotten 
to be. .such a thing that German 
acts that haven’t been nearer 
4 America than Hamburg or. Bremer- 
haven now make it a practice to ad 
lib a few American phrases—i. e. 
if they’re silent or dancing acts— 
rand thus lend it some showmanship 
hooey as an American type of act. 
The illusion pays because the Con- 
tinentals go for anything American 
despite all agitation in the patriotic 
press to the contrary. 

As American music, the 
‘Magyars and the Teutons and the 
Latins ail blast forth “Broadway 
Melody” and “Singing in the Rain” 
in the same tempo as their more 
expert Anglo-Saxon jazz-brothers, 
and the natives want nothing else 
but. 

In ltaly 

Italy, without going through the 
evolution that America did in the 
picture house and stage sequence, 
and yet having to experience it, to- 
day is paradoxically in the same 
position America is on the film 
thing, however, Like America, the 
stage acts are coming back in Italy 
because of the inadequate talker 
product. But while we've had a 
spell of talkers in every form, Italy 
is now plenitudinously wired but 
hasn’t the sound product, and must 
now bolster its poor pictures with 
stage acts. 

This is explained by the Mus- 
solini edict against foreign talkers. 
No foreign dialog—which chiefly 
affects America—is permitted on the 
screen. Even English song lyrics 
are only 15% permissible. And 
with America only making talkers, 
they’re not conducive to cutting nor 
are the silent versions likely for 
Italy because the 100% English 
talker is too actionless for the ac- 
tive Latin temperament. 

The American sound-synchronized 
film is barred not alone on the gen- 
eral lines previously set forth but - 
chiefly in Italy, Spain and 
kindred Latin regions because the 
native musical ear resents anything 
mechanically musical. Italy has too 
rich an operatic store to be content 


with mechanical Tin Pan Alley 
thematics. 

Pash Heroines 
As idealists, dreamers and 


romancers, the Latins go heavy for 
the beautiful face and the illusion 
and allure of the former silent pash 
heroines. That explains Greta 
Garbo’s huge popularity there. 
That explains also why the cur- 
rent American silents will not do. 
Hence the Italians are paying bigé 
money for stage attractions. And 
it takes big money to play Milan 
and Rome and Naples. Jumping 
from Paris to Milan is no gag. 
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DEFIES RECORD HEAT 


at 


SEE COLMAN’S LATEST! 


Todays Biggest Box-Office Sensation! 


SAMUEL GOLDWYN Presents 


SAN FRANCISCO—California 
“Raffles” popular hit, getting $11,000 


LOS ANGEL 
4 ES—U. A. 
Outstanding hit, 


5 days. Grossed $17,500 in cS le 


“THE AMATEUR CRACKSMAN 
Based on the Famous Adventure Stories 


by E. W. Hornung wih KAY FRANCIS 


-and DAVID TORRENCE 


N. Y¥. CRITICS JOIN 


“Mr. Colman seems at home throughout most of the picture's length either at “Here, messieurs et mesdames is a production that strengthens our pet fanaticism 
cricket or as man-about-town or as the cracksman. , . . Audience that jammed that the talkies are growing up. ... It is invested with a dignity and value that 
the Rialto theatre yesterday obviously liked Mr. Colman and ‘Raffles’ very much.” bids fair to make ‘Raffles’ one of the shining examples of the current season. 
*_N. Y. Times: mz". Kay Francis seems to be destined for imminent talkie stardom. She is, in 

fact, swell." “—N. Y. Evening Journal. 


"Col ins st iso in ‘Raffles’... . . The extraordinary exploits of A. J. 
haves A "Bulldog ;'Colman glorifies hero cr ook of new ‘Raffles.’ The engaging Colman manages 


Drummond,’ the picture is directed and played with light deftness. .. . It makes: to make crooks the most attractive hero material in the movies. . . . Colman is 


: : . “ delightful and the picture has been given a beautiful production, the neatly 
for enjoyable entertainment sure to meet with the approval of the pera 4 polished production which consistently distinguishes Goldwyn films.” '—Mirror. 


“ Raffles’ has never been played so well nor with such a smooth, interesting 
production.~:**. A fitting follow-up to Colman's ‘Bulldog Drummond,’ and it 
will undoubtedly reap the same box-office rewards as its predecessor. ... It 
‘never falters in its interest. <2". ‘Raffles’ another excellent vehicle for Mr.’ 


"Story of dashing gentleman crook well told. . . . Star's performance recalls his 
other success, "Bulldog Drummond '.. . He has a part which is very much in the 
mood of Captain Drummond, a gay, dashing, romantic sort of chap. . . . It cer- 


tainly packed them in at the Rialto early yesterday afternoon. . . . You cannot oe mn, 
deme the competence with which the picture is done . wae 4 poe you get Colman worth viewing. —Graphic. 
from its th ing. . 2, Ronald Colman gives an admirable performance in : 3 

title role." Y. Telegram ;"Ronald Colman’s good looks, irresistible charm and excellent elocution combine: 


with a dashing scenario to make ‘Raffles’ a thoroughly enjoyable talkie. . .°* 
Colman’s performance is a delight... . All around, ‘Raffles’ is a mighty enter- 


- “America as well as England will enjoy Ronald Colman's ‘Raffles. . . . It is amusing taining production, and it looks like producer Samuel Goldwyn has another box-| 


and the customers are going to like it... . ‘Raffles’ is an entertaining picture." office hit on the movie market." News. 
—Morning Telegraph. 

“One of those letter-perfect performances which have come to be a matter 

"This is Ronald Colman's third talking picture and it ranks with his best, which, of course with Ronald Colman. . ;. Mr. Colman is in every way a magnificent 


is ' " His portrayal has all that smoothness and player.“2*. . Mr. Goldwyn has produced the picture with that style and grace 
Raffles is hot weather enter-' intelligence which mark his cinemas. . It is all smoothly done, cleverly 


tainment.”* —Evening World. turned, nicely managed throughout." —World. 


UNITED ARTISTS 


- 


“SUPER 19”—Every Theatres Best Buy 
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ANOTHER HAPPY NEW YEAR 
CARD FROM 
PARAMOUNT! 


THE TWO BLACK CROWS, MORAN AND MACK, 
in “Anybody’s War” are playing to crowded, delighted, laughter- 
swept mobs in key points throughout the country. By long odds, 
the big comedy hit of the hour! 


EXHIBITORS ARE 
“HAPPY PARAMOUNT 
NEW YEAR” WITH 
SIGNED CONTRACTS! 


| 
| BET sion” 
story of W it at one” 254 
Abbott- From / spie™ 
b Geore® | st serial 
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‘GEORGE; 
JE 


“LILLIAN 
ROTH 


illie 
-& Eugene 
1OWARD 


Other Shorts Program Rich Real 


First Line Box Office Personalities! 


Paramount turned shorts from 
a problem into a pleasure. 
Through over 1,000 theatres of 
all types and sizes we analyzed 
exhibitors’ needs and the pub- 
lic’s tastes in shorts. We set up 
our 1930-31 shorts accordingly. 
In number, length and subjects 
they exactly fit showman’s prac- 
tical demands. The quality is the 
same as in Paramount features. 


aL ih, 


BROADWAY’S BRIGHTEST STARS 
gather at Paramount’s great New York 
studio, located a stone’s throw from the 
Gay White Way, to make Paramount Sound 
Acts and Paramount Comedies. No other 


company has this advantage. 


104 PARAMOUNT ACTS. Single 
Reel. 26 PARAMOUNT COM- 
EDIES. 2reels. De luxe produc- 
tions. 18 PARAMOUNT SCREEN 
SONGS. Most popular single reel 
subject on the market. 18 PARA- 
MOUNT TALKARTOONS. Also a 
Fleischer single reel hit. 104 
PARAMOUNT SOUND NEWS, the 
industry’s leader. The new super- 
magazine, 18 PARAMOUNT PIC- 
TORIALS. Single reel. 
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| Radio Pictures Mighty | Mardi- Gras 


‘DIXTANA 


RETT MARSHALL: BERT WHEELER: 
Ralf Harolde: Bill Robinson -Jobyna Howland 


Tues Eve JULY 22% 82°pm. 


Mardi Cras comes to the screen 
romance and drama: 


aut gears 43. 13.42. 


“KETCH ON” 


PASSIONS 
OF HAN LAID BARE ECEY 


HERE 
The most sensation- 
al theme since the 
sercen began to talk! 


all MEN 


OUNGSTOWN 


B.F. GER HS 


RADIO-KEITH.Orpheum THEATRE 
STARTING TOMORROW 
K. ©. Supreme Vaudeville 


Just Back from a Year’s Tour 
of Europe and South Africa 


CHIC ROSE 


In Their New Version of 


“The Old Family Tin Type” 
assistep BY——~ TRUE YORK 
Bod and Jack Pearson, Raymond Ringo 


DOTSON ‘Sir 
JOHNNY 


FREDA « PALACE! 


World's Famous Guitarist end Broadway's 
Popular Harmonist, In a Laugh Rict, Entitied— 


—On the Screen— 
R. K. O. Radio Pictures Presents 


The Screen’s Mighty Star 
In A Smashing Melodrama 
RICHARD 


At His Greatest as Larry Sheldon ... gambler . . . plunger, 
game to the(last dollar, backing every blaff with steel courage 
and Iron Fists im 


SHOOTING 
STRAIGHT 


The Heart-Thrilling Romance of a He- 
Man Racketeer Who Goes Right For Love 


Reproduction of Theatre Ads" 


In Various Cities as Indicated 


BROOKLYN | 


SEEING IS BELIEVIN 
Ow _! | 
SHOWIN BROOK Yy Continuows from 11-A. M. 


STARTS TOMORROW | 


Youth! Peting Mammas! Prison Bars? 

“WILD COMPANY” 
wid 8. B. Warner, Frank Alberton, Sheree 

A Smashing Story of High Sociery and the Underworld 


Shorea Lyas, Joyce Compicn 


That Dancin’ Fool Fam Dixie 


STEPIN FETCHIT ” 


Come On! Baby Needs Shoes! 


Hisself im the Flesh 


Ferewell Week—THE JAZZ ARISTOCRAT 


AL LYONS 


end His Musical Highbrowe 


At the Organ, Happy-GoSingy 


= = BOB WEST 


HE’LL MAKE YOU SING! 


WHAT A MAGNIFICENT ST. 


| FANCHON & MARCO'S 


Aa Eyelul of South Sea on WickiWackiWoo! 


MAURICE & VINCENT 


SHIEKS FROM THE BIG STEM 


THE ROYAL SAMOANS 


SOUTH SEA ISLANDERS WITH A MEAN WIGGLE! 


EDDIE HANLEY & Co. | 


WITH TAJAX & PERSONALITY Bors 
A Lotta Sunshine 


al 


MARIE 


IN A BIG WAY 


OSCAR 


TAYLOR 


America's Mest Briliaat Baritene 


FOX MOVI 


with 
LILA LEE 
The om 


strange 


weird partnership 


THE SUNKIST 


ive d 


axing drama of 
ooks — veatri 


nded together in 


ETO@* 


Lewis STONE 
all TaLKinc 


. J All the reses bloom fa 
“Remgnce” ... the sea. 
the wind. . . they! 


murmur ... “romance” 


-|.%. the first great love 
every woman's heart 


+++ is enshrined in... 
romances Here is 


CHICA co. 


THE STRONGEST LOVE 
STORY: iN YEARS 


By decree of Tens, » Basped, thrill 
screen censors i on sage 


Fox, Film Production’ With Inspired *Cast 
CONSTANCE BENNETT LE! LEWIS AYRES 


ting than ig “An 


HARTFORD | 


= 


story beautiful and |: 


ook he 
ifferent characters: 


jdget and an ape 


of crime. 


york CITY 


Starts Tenor] 
ITOL 


The Picture witha Soul! 


SINS OF THE 
CHILDREN 


With Lovis Mann, Robert Mon’ 
Wine Hyams. MetroGoldw 
Cosm itan Production. 
Wood, Divector. 


HARDY 


“MURDER CASE” 
A Riot? 


Batiee Corps. De’ 
Grand Orches- 
gra. Hicarst Metrovone 


—Undersea Ballet, 


News. 


QEUGHTFUL 


ome. A 
Girectien 


Ss... 
ROTHAFEL 
(Roxy) 


| An ‘Underworld Drama 


That Is Different!!! 
A STAR atcha 
-tlustrious coreer. 
A DIRECTOR 
fo the achieves greoter im: 
portonce thon ever. 


A STOR thot will omoze you 


with its cleverness, 
thrillyou withyits suspense ond move 
you with its humon ovolities. 


| GOOD 
INTENTIONS 


A Fox Movietone Dromo with 


EDMUND LOWE 
Marguerite Churchill, Regis Toomey, 
Owén Davis, Jr., Hole Hamilton 
Written ond Directed by Williom K. Howord 


A Progran of Stars 


David W.: Gulon ‘ 


American Composer-Piae 
nistin his own arranges, 

ment of original cowboy 

gongs— Rox ry Male Gi 


Raymond Knight 


Author - Director of 


W.J.2. *Kuku"™ Hour i 
3 novel comec dy skit. 


Patricia Bowman 
Wetcomereturnof Broads 
way's favorite danseuse 
in a new batlet —- Roxy 


Ballet Corps, 


Roxy Symphony Orches 
tra—T & 


?PIRsT PICTURES, Ine, 


Starts’ 


‘Tomorrow 


~—At 10 A. M— 


Morning 
Prices 


@ee this drama of two girls who lod¥ea 
alike but lived ‘worlfis, apart. Fate drew 
them together by & bond thet was 
stronger than Emotionally overs 
@helming if its thriit- “packed pigt! 


with 
LORETTA YOUNG 
JACK MULHALL 

RAYMOND HATTON 


at 

‘TIMES TONIGHT 
335 "King of Jazz” 
with 
7:15 John Boles—3 


LIS 4 


NOW PLAYING 


= CELEBRATION OF THE EVENT, THE STANLEY 
MAS .BROUGHT ONE OF THE BIG STAAS OF THIS 
PRODUCTION ALL TRE WA’ FROM HOLLY | 


BERNICE 
CLAIRE 


The American Beeutg 
of the Screeri 


PERSON | 


Appearing: 
At Every 
Show! 


ree Your: Sides. 

and: Pitishurgh gets? WEFIRS million latte: 


] 
‘ 


22 
i 
The acular World Premere of AKRON 
Hie | | 
TALKS 
| 
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Press Stunts 


Welland, Can. 

To get the kiddies for Saturday 
matinees, Tom Forhan, manager of 
the Capitol, arranged with a local 
ice cream parlor for the distribution 
of ice cream cones. Forhan ran 
several readers in the papers about 
the free ice cream cone giveaway 
and on the hottest day of the sum- 
mer claims to have done very good 
business with just an ordinary pic- 
ture, with the cones to pull in the 
kids. The cones were supplied at 
2c. apiece and Forhan paid 50% of 
the cost. He also started a name 
calling contest. Announced that 
the first 10 boys and 10 girls an- 
swering to their names would be ad- 
mitted to the theatre free of charge. 
All the kiddies had to do was write 
their name down on a piece of paper 
and answer when called. 

Another stunt used by Forhan was 
parading an old-fashioned horse- 
drawn hearse around the streets to 
exploit “Caught Short.” Hearse had 
a banner on each side with the 
words, “He died laughing at Marie 
Dressler and Polly Moran in ‘Caught 
Short’ at the Capitol,” with the play 
dates printed. On the rear doors 
were the words, “What a wonderful 
way to die, laughing at,” followed 
by the same copy used on the ban- 
ners. At first it was thought that 
the hearse would create unfavorable 
comment, but it worked out just the 
opposite. Hearse covered the entire 
city and was then left standing for 
three days at the front of the the- 
atre. Entire cost of*the stunt was 
six passes for the hearse and $10 
for man and team. 


Brooklyn, N. ¥. 

Robert Bendor, manager of the 
Brooklyn Fox, and Jay David Blau- 
fox, publicity director, are clipping 
the marriage licenses from. the 
Brooklyn papers daily. Two weeks 
later they follow it up by sending 
out a congratulatory letter from the 
manager accompanied by two passes, 
each admitting two, called a 
“Honeymoon Pass.” Bender states 
it’s an excellent good-will builder 
and gets them coming more or less 
regularly to_the theatre. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 

William J. Tubbert of R-K-O 
Keith's helped himself to liberal 
news space in “The Journal-Ameri- 
can” by tying up with the paper 
and the local Durant motor agency 
for a driver’s endurance stunt. 
“Sailor” Pizzo, handcuffed to the 
wheel of the car, drove it for five 
days and as many nights; the Keith 
theatre was the official starting and 
finish “‘line’’ and the endurance car 
carried the theatre’s billing. 

Loew's State and ‘The Herald’ 
are tied up for 10 weeks in a classi- 
fied “Ad-venture” contest. Patrons 
of the classified columns of the pa- 
per are invited to describe their ex- 
Periences, with the best letters win- 
ning weekly and grand prizes. 
Daily display copy is used to ex- 
Ploit contest, with theatre’s current 
attraction tied in. House supplies 
50 pairs of tickets weekly to supple- 
ment the cash awards. Grand prize 
is a Majestic radio, local Majestic 
dealers co-operating. 


Newark, N. J. 
David E. Weshner will run a sur- 
Prise week at the Stanley, Jersey 
City, next week. A new unit will 
be built on top of the regular Pub- 
lix, and guest stars will be present 
On different nights. Nothing will 
be announced in advance. Branford 
will present the same show the fol- 
lowing week. 
Cleveland. 
“ In conjunction with showing of 
Raffles” (UA), M. A. Malaney, p, a, 
at Loew's, used an old plan with 
800d effect. He made a tie-up with 
the Cleveland “Press,” to conduct 
a “mystery man” contest. Idea be- 
ng to find “Raffles” and going up 
o him with a copy of the news- 
Paper in hand to identify him, 
Atlanta. 
Good will bringer was idea of 
revue comprising 150 
ren under the sponsorship of 
e Shrine Temple and put on at 
a S. Chester Hale directed the 
aaa WwW. He also helped in a ¢imilar 
} med put on in Memphis for the 
‘Press - Scimitar” milk 


p ‘ , Wewark, N. J. 
Toctor’s tiel up last week with 


fresge department store for a 
show. Store furnished 12 
8irls, am 


ateurs who gave a fresher 
qppearance on the stage than pro- 
models. Kresge carried 

in all its ads. 
° cost to theatre and held over. 


St. Paul. 

: store cow- 
used in two leading loop 
°s in effort to copper the heat. 


Jones and drug 


Publix lead-off, started 
° send > ontest to pick two girls 


Pane Alaska by the Northern 
abe Vote for favorite with 
teas and through publicity 

P With one daily, many votes 


for pip 
Sirls gettin 
® paper. § subscriptions to 


cq 
Toss the street, the trip not so 
oftener, 


lone 
5, but the R-K-O 


Orpheum offering round trip ticket 
to Chicago via Milwaukee road 
every week, with the drawing on a 
raffle basis Monday night. Both 
houses paying the freight by show- 
ing scenic newsreels. 

Soda fountain cow hands could 
feel right at home in either of the 
above show shops, meantime, with 
lobbies of both cluttered up with 
cosmetic displays and beauty 
demonstrators. Free marcels, sham- 
poos, facials and what-not as draw 
for femme shekels at matinees, 


Pittsburgh. 

Stanley got a couple of their 
ushers to march around streets last 
week dressed up as hospital at- 
taches and carrying stretcher, on 
which all that protruded was face 
of wax dummy, which made the 
thing look like a corpse. Inside was 
a victrola playing one of those 
laughing records. 

Large signs hung down from each 
side of record read: “This fellow 


couldn’t stop laughing at ‘ Top 
Speed.’” Picture currently at 
Stanley. 


House also had a couple—one a 
young girl and other an elderly 
man with ear trumpet—getting on 
and off street cars for a whole day. 
Girl would tell man about picture 
she had just seen, “Top Speed,” 
and he in turn would shout in a 
voice loud enough to be heard all 
over the car, “I can’t hear you.” 
Whereupon she’d go into her spiel 
in a voice equally as loud. 


New York City. 

Par-Publix has set aside prizes 
of $500 for the best ad campaign 
on Harold Lloyd’s next talker, 
“Feet First,” scheduled for general 
release Oct. 4. 

First prize is $100, balance being 
split into nine awards of $50. 

Judges are Charles E. McCarthy, 
Russell Holman, A. M. Bostford, 
Ben H. Serkowich, Lem Stewart, 
Vivian Moses, L. L. Edwards, Les 
Whelan and Cliff Lewis. 


Oklahoma City. 
Manager L. J. Mason had a win- 
dow attraction in publicity for 
“Hold Everything” at the Palace, 
McAllen, Tex. A young man set 
out to play a piano for 60 hours, 
and he did. He was.in one of the 
prominent music store’s window 
and the main attraction for that 
length of time. 
Dubuque. 
Picture machine operators at the 
Dreamland and Liberty on strike. 
First strike in town in many a 
moon. Caused by a cut in hours, 
agreed at eight in working clause. 
but cut to six. Ben Levenson and 
son, owners, pinch-hjtting for the 
extra time. 
Reduction claimed as economy 
measure, but union will not stand 
for anything under eight hours. 
Houses running may cause a jam 
with the union or a shutdown until 
business picks up with a drop in 
the mercury. 


Detroit. 

Publix tied up with — station 
WXYZ on straw ballot of recall. 
Printed on ballot was announce- 
ment of picture, “Raffles,” opening 
at local U.A. house; 100;000 dis- 
tributed. Stunt engineered by 
Charlie Baron and Fred Roach. 
Cost theatre $50 as part payment 
for ballots, 


Syracuse. 

Andrew Roy preceded his de- 
parture from the Paramount thea- 
tre here for Gary, Ind., where he 
becomes city manager for Para- 
mount Publix, with an unusually 
comprehensive exploitation cam - 
paign for “The Sap from Syracuse, 
given its world premiere at the local 
Paramount. 

Roy effected a direct tie-up with , 
Hearst’s “Journal,” which printed 
display copy ih which Oakie in- 
vited readers to see “The Sap from 
Syracuse” in return for their serv- 
ice in securing a new six months 
subscriber to the paper. 

While the city authorities have 
frowned upon the use of the side- 
walks for advertising purposes, Roy 
secured permission to use a stencil, 
“Don’t be ‘The Sap from Syracuse 
and jaywalk” on all downtown 
cement. 

Roy had one disappointment; ar- 
rangements to bring Oakie here for 
the opening fell through. 


Syracuse. 
Warners’ Silver Jubilee, to be 
celebrated nationally next month, 
will have a special morning mati- 
nee, with the gross proceeds going 
to charity, as a prelude in this 


city. Warners’ Strand will have 
“The Way of All Men.’ : The 
charity event for Hillcrest, 


which carries on work among the 
city’s crippled children. The charity 
was selected by Edward H. O’Hara, 
publisher of “The Herald,” at the 
request of Leo Rosen, local War- 
ners representative in charge of 
the Strand. 

Rosen, whose short regime at the 
Strand has been marked by 4g- 
gressive exploitation work, is 
ing a pretentious campaign for 


“The Dawn Patrol,” which will 
open an extended run Thursday 
midnight. A’ 60-foot scenic cut-out, 
completely covering the front of the 
theatre, is to be placed, while a 
Gypsy Moth plane will be parked 
in front of the house throughout 
the engagement. ‘ 


Toledo. 
Vita-Temple, in tieup with ramp 
Sarage across street, arranged by 
Manager O'Connell, offers free two- 
hour auto parking with tickets 
bought for evening performance up 
to Sept. 1. 


Denver. 

One of the stage shows appearing 
at the Denver theatre had three 
dogs they did not want to take back 
to New York. Selby Carr, publicity 
director, phoned the “Post” about 
them. Al Birch suggested that they 
be given to the three children under 
12 who would write and tell the best 
reasons why they should be given 
the mutts. 

Over 1,000 youngsters wanted the 
animals and the stunt was good for 
several stories in the “Post” and 
most of them while the stage show 
was still at the Denver. 


Denver. 

Good publicity for “The Social 
Lion” by Manager Shuttee of the 
Rialto cost house very little. 10,000 
package inserts were used by one 
of the department stores advertising 
a handkerchief 1c sale and the re- 
verse contained the theatre’s ad 
with the language of the handker- 
chief in detail. Theatre and store 
split expense. 10,000 inserts were 
used in pastry and bread packages 
with this wording: “If you ate as 
much Happy Home Bread as I do 
you’d smile too,” and the biggest 
part of the space was taken up with 
a cut of Oakie’s smile. Cost $10. 

Free time given theatre on one of 
most popular local radio hours. 
Passes given for the best wisecracks 
phoned in daily and the hello girls 
were snowed under. 

This ran for two weeks, the week 
before and during the showing and 
the buyer of the time was well 
pleased with the tieup. 300 cards 
were used on newsstands calling at- 
tention to article by Jack Oakie in 
“Picture Play” mag. Sporting goods 
house donated window dressed with 
sporting goods and polo shirts and 
tying in with the picture. 


Atiantie City. 

In connection with the opening of 
“Dawn Patrol” last Saturday, War- 
ners staged an air circus off the 
Warner Boardwalk theatre. At the 
same time an essay was announced 
for boys and girls between 16 and 21 
for the best 100 words on “Why I 
Want to be an Aviator.” Prizes, 
first: Complete flying course, and 
second and third prizes, complete 
ground course with the Philadelphia 
Flying Service at the municipal air- 
port. 


Buffalo. 

Shea's Buffalo made an effective 
tie-up last week with the Justice 
Motor Corporation for the exhibition 
of new Chrysler Eights. Models were 
placed on display in the theatre 
lobby. Motor company gave away 
100 tickets for the Buffalo to the 
first 100 visitors in the show room 
each night. Theatre and automobile 
company getting 100% break, No 
cost to theatre. 


Louisville. 

Three days prior to the opening of 
“Raffles,” Loew's had a mysterious 
person walking about the streets 
handing out passes for two to all 
who approached him and said: “You 
are Raffles, the amateur cracks- 
man.” 

Louisville “Times” co-operated 
with Walter McDowell, manager of 
Loew’s Stafe, to put over the stunt. 
Several pictures of Raffles, wearing 
a mask, were run in the newspaper, 
as well as his itinerary for each 
day. 

Raffles changed his wearing ap- 
parel daily, but someone always 
spotted him. Once he started hand- 
ing out passes the rush was on. A 
limited number of ducats were 
passed out each day. The first day 
of the stunt police, attracted by the 
crowd which was blocking traffic in 
the streets at the corner where 
Raffles was billed to appear, came 
on the run and ended by helping 
line up those seeking free tickets. 


Seattle. 
When “Mr. Wu” and his Chinese 
act played the Orpheum, Joe Cooper, 
Northwest p. a. for R-K-O, swelled 
business from the Oriental section. 
He printed posters in Chinese char- 
acters, with the only English Or- 
pheum theatre, Along with the 
Chinese words was a cut of the 
Chinese maidens in piquant poses. 
About every Chinaman in town 
took in the show. Tea, with Chinese 

girls serving, was a lobby feature, 


Kid 2-Reelers 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Charles Diltz will make a series 
of two-reel kid pictures at Tec- 
Art. Disney sound wil be used. 
Reg Rubinson is handling the re- 
lease. First goes into production 


next week, j 


Behind the Keys 


Syracuse. 
Morris Shulman, associated with 
the Fox Eckel for four years as as- 
sistant manager and managing di- 
rector, tendered his resignation, to 
ebcome effective Aug. 2. Shulman 
at one time owned a house or two 
in Auburn. No successor to Shul- 
man has as yet been indicated by 
Harry Goldberg, Fox division chief. 


Steubenville, O. 
Georfe Delis, manager Warner 
Bros. theatre here, is through with 
Sunday shows on advice of New 
York office. Fined $10 and costs for 
opening July 6. 


Oklahoma City. 

Warners new Midwestern opens 
Aug. 1. with “Dawn Patrol.” War- 
ners local policy will be first ruus 
at the Midwest and Liberty, and 
stage shows at the Orpheum, mak- 
ing the Empress second-run house 
with lower prices, and to continue 
the Folly as a second-run house, 
with the lease on the Shrine Audi- 
torium to continue for road shows 
and special features. 

New officials of the Warner 
Brothers Oklahoma division are 
Leto H. Hill, district manager; 
Harry J. Niemeyer, Jr., asst., and 
the following house megrs., all pro- 
moted from asst’s: John Schoepel, 
Midwest; Will Tate, Orpheum; Paul 
Townsend, Liberty: Wilfred O’Shea, 
Empress; Charles Hutchinson, Folly. 
Todd Ferguson continues on pub- 
licity. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
James J. Moore, of Lynn, Mass., 
will succeed Morris’Shulman at the 
Fox-Eeckel Aug. 2. 


yeneva, N. Y¥. 
Fox Theatres has taken the lease 
on a new theatre at Salamanca, N. 
Y. Seats 1,500—all on one floor. 
Cost estimated at $150,000. 


Jersey City. 
Loew’s has taken over the Em- 
bassy, North Bergen, N. J. Place is 
to be made ready for reopening 
Sept. 1. Seats about 2,000. Straight 
film policy. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
His assignment to the Paramount 
here as successor to Andrew Roy, 
who leaves today for Gary, Ind., to 
become city manager for Para- 
mount-Publix, brings back Paul 
Shay of Elmira to New York State. 


Hackensack, N. J. 
Fox will build a house here to 
cost about $375,000. Thomas Lamb, 
of New York, architects. 2,500 
mseater, 


New York City. 
Some of the managerial changes 


which occurred this week among 
the indie theatres around New 
York are: 


Irving Gilbert, formerly manager 
of the Orpheum, Jersey City, now 
handling the College, College Point, 
L. 1.; Harry Garfinkel, previously 
managing the State, Brooklyn, now 
general relief manager for the Con- 
solidated Theatres; J. Kaplan, for- 
merly manager at the Monroe, New 
York City, now in the same berth 
at the Tivoli, New York City. 


New York City. 

Jack L. Hobby, advertising and 
publicity for the New Jersey divi- 
sion of Fox Theatres, has been 
shifted to the Buffalo division un- 
der Harry Goldberg, divisional 
operator. Hobby will be -replaced 
by Ben Garetson. Latter comes 
from Talking Pictures Epics, Inc. 
Tom Olsen, formerly in charge of 
Fox upstate advertising and pub- 
licity, is now at the home office. 


Seymour, Conn, 
Strand reopened, management of 
Harry Oeshan of New Haven, 
San Antonio. 
Probably first Mexican amuse- 
ment firm in country recently or- 
ganized here with $10,000 capital, 
named Saragosa Amusement Co. 
Will likely invest in neighborhoods, 
as town sports heaviest Mexican 
pop in U. S. 


Walkerville, Can, 
The Walkerville reopens in a 
month as the Tivoli. Manager is 
Cc. T. Spencer, new son-in-law of 
Clarence Robson, general manager 
of Famous Players-Canadian, 
Winnipeg. 
No less than five theatres in 
Winnipeg are undergoing extensive 
alterations. They are the R-K-O 
Capitol, Gaiety, Strand, Walker and 
the Dominion. Gordon C. Howden 
has leased the Dominion for five 
years and is making alterations be- 
fore reopening in August. 


Saskatoon, Can. 
Roxy Theatre Co. has awarded 
contracts for the erection of a brick 
and concrete theatre here. N. 
tothstein, Winnipeg, pioneer ex- 
hib, is president of company, 


Rossland, Cat 


erecting Rossland theatre 


seat 700 


Famous Players Canadian C wp. | 
to 


Timmons, Can. 
A new Empire is to replace old 
one here. 


Hamilton, Can. 

R. T. Stewart, theatre owner here, 
was granted an injunction restrain- 
ing local picture operator: from 
picketing his theatre. He is also 
suing the union for $5,000 damages, 
alleging that his operator was en- 
ticed to quit his job. 


Spokane. 

Duncan Inverarity, for more than 
30 years identified with theatricals 
in Spokane and the Northwest, has 
severed his connections with the 
Spokane Theatres, Inc. Harry Cul- 
bert has been moved from the Aud- 
ian to the Liberty, replacing: In- 
verarity, 


Schenectady, N. Y. 

Demolition of several buildings 
to make room for the new 3,000-seat 
R-K-O theatre has begun. Work 
of clearing the site will be finished 
within a week or 10 days, accord- 
ing to contractors and excavating 
for foundations will then start. 


Danbury, Conn. 
Reports from New York place 
Warner’ Brothers’ in control of 
Capitol here July 23. Locals decline 
to comment, 


Oneida, N. Y. 

Kallet Theatres, Inc., of this city, 
operating a central New York cir- 
cuit of 11 houses, will continue to 
function independently; tentative 
deals with both Paramount-Publix 
and Warners are “cold.” 

This became known when the 
corporation, headed by Michael J. 
Kallet, started reconstruction of the 
Madison theatre here and an- 
nounced changes to the Regent, its 
major Syracuse house, would fol- 
low. 


Watertown, N. Y. 
Fox Metropolitan theatres has 
plans for renovating of Avon and 
Olympig here, Work will cost $100,- 
000, to be completed to permit re- 
opening in early fall, 


Syracuse, N. Y., July, 22. 
Syracuse will have a minimum of 
non-sound houses when the Lyric, 
northside neighborhood theatre, re- 
opens wired. Leo Dowling operates 
the theatre, 


Syracuse, N. Y. 

Andrew M. Roy, managing di- 
rector of the Paramount here since 
its opening about a year ago, will 
leave at the end of this week for 
Gary, Ind., where he will function 
at city manager for Paramount- 
Publix. 

toy will be succeeded here by 
Paul Shay, transferred from Boston. 


New York City. 
Changes have been made in the 
lineup of the personnel of the 
Bronx division of Fox Theatres. 
These include Irving Lipnick, treas- 
urer of the Park Plaza, promoted to 
manager of the Ogden; Irving Sha- 
piro, treasurer of the Belmont, 
transferred to similar post at Park 
Plaza, and William Arainizes, who 

replaces Shapiro at the Belmont, 


Dallas. 

While the Texas, Robb & Rowley 
house at Angelo, Tex., was running 
“Big House,” three hijackers stepped 
into Mer. J. D. Jones’ office, made 
him open the safe and got $2,500, 
then grabbed Jones’ sparklers, 
valued at $5,000 and $150, respect- 
ively, and beat it. Before leaving, 
bandits slugged Jones over the bean 
with a gun, knocking him uncon- 
scious and breaking his right ear 
drum. 

When the cops got there they had 
trouble getting finger prints, due to 
too much handling by the curious. 
R. & R. offered $1,500 reward for the 
gunmen. 

Fourth major theatre holdup in 
Texas the past month, others. oc- 
curring at Houston, Waco and Ft. 
Worth, 


Lynchburg, V2. 


A week before Paramount-Pub’'s 
new theatre opens here this fall, all 
Lynchburg theatres except’ the 
Trenton will go under the Par-Pub 
management. C. M. Casey sold his 
three houses —Isis, Belvedere and 


Gayety—some months ago, drawing 
cash and stock in the new house, 
the deal to be effective with its 
opening. 


CincinnatL. 

Resignation of Cliff Boyd as man- 
ager of the Albee, this city, has 
caused several shiftings in the R-K- 
O personnel of the mid-western di- 
vision. Boyd is succeeded by Henry 
Sommers, recently manager of the 
Lyric. Mark Silver came from the 
Majestic, Columbus, O., to manage 
the Lyric, and B. F. Moore has been 
transferred from Springfield, IIL, to 
the Majestic, Columbus. 


London, Can. 
Deal closed for Famous Players 
Canadian to take controi of Palace, 


375 eapacity. House formerly 
by the Independent Amuse- 
ment Co. of Toronto, with Sam 


(Continued on page 64) 
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VARIETY 25 


R-K-0 Using Air More Heavily 
Exploit Radio Films Than Vaude 


R-K-O is grappling with a peculiar 
proble.a in connection with its air 
programs ever the NBC system 
Tuesday nights and Thursday after- 
noons. The organization realizes its 
circulation because theatres and 
vaudeville is considerably small in 
proportion to the field reached by 
most companies and products util- 
izing the air, such as Camel cigs, 


Palmolive soap, ete. 

R-K-O operates approximately 
175 theatres from coast to coast, 
with vaudfilm programs in some and 
straight pictures in others. 

Because it finds itself in a strange 
sort of corner with three products to 
sell and none available for a cer- 
tanity in every hamlet in the coun- 
try which the radio penetrates, the 
greatest problem confronting the 
company is the handling of its ether 
shows for the widest benefit. 

Three products R-K-O merchan- 
dises are theatres, vaudeville and 
pictures. Through operation of only 
175 theatres and vaude in less than 
that number, higher execs in the or- 
ganization see the radio programs 
as of greatest value on the picture 
end, since the R-K-O Radio talkers 
penetrate more spots. 


Stronger on Pictures 


In the future, as a consequence, 
fit will lend more ether impetus to 
pictures, and particularly the R-K-O 
trademark, with that having been 
the reason why the corporate name 
of Radio Pictures was changed to 
R-K-O Radio. 

R-K-O executives felt that the 
R-K-O trademark, heavily exploited 
where R-K-O opereted and over the 
radio, should be tied in with the 
company’s picture product so that 
the public would recognize a 
“Radio picture’ as part of that 
R-K-O group heard over the air 
every. week. 

Recently there is less of a tendency 
to exploit product on the air as 
there is to aggrandize trademarks, 
with Lucky Strike and other prod- 
ucts no longer going into long 
blasts on how cigs are made, etc. 

It is admitted nothing can be done 
about it except looking to the hope 
that the R-K-O Radio pictures will 
benefit by the build-up of the R-K-O 
initials in towns where R-K-O does 
not have its own theatre. 


SCHENCK RUMORS BUT 
NOTHING TANGIBLE 


Preceding the ueparture of Jos. 
M. Schenck Thursday (24) for 
Hollywood, a couple of rumors had 
been built around United Artists, 
Paramount, and Universal. The 
Paramount-U. A. report was over 
the possible juncture of U. A.’s 
distribution with Par’s. The U 
Story was that overtures had been 
made for some kind of a deal be- 


tween U. A., U and another inde- 
Pendent. 

Neither of: these deals was re- 
ported as likely. The question of 


U. A. and its own distribution for 
a limited number of pictures an- 
hually had come up before. 


There has seemed to be a per- 
Petual hitch in any attempt to 
hook in U. A. distribution with 


Paramount. That was quite strong- 
ly mentioned some months ago, but 
nothing developed. 

The tri-cornered deal reported as 
with U and another, the other not 
named, is said to be an economi- 
cal move on distribution costs for 
all, without an actual merger in- 
Volved, 

Schenck expects to remain on the 
Coast for two weeks. Upon return- 
ing he may take the proposed trip 
to Europe in behalf of the Jolson 
German-made talker. 


Warners and DeForest 


Warners has hooked in with De- 
Forest Radio in such a way that the 
srethers now can use the inventor’s 

ag in their Brunswick radio sets. 
buy-in, it is declared at 

H varner headquarters. 

Starr, First National 
eubsidiaries of the Warner music 
“Maries, is on the DeForest di- 
rectorate, 


ment, it is claimed. 


solely through the agree- | 


Ist Runs on Breadway 


(Subject to Change) 


WEEK AUG. 1 


Capitol — “Our Blushing 
Brides” (Metro). 

Globe—“Rain or Shine” 
(Col). 

Paramount — “Grumpy” 
(Par). 

Roxy — “Common Clay” 
(Fox). 


Strand — “Flirting Widow” 
(FN). 


WEEK AUG. 8 


Capitol—‘Way Out West” 
(Metro). 
Paramount—“Journey’s End 
(Tiff). 


Strand—‘“Bride of the Regi- 
ment” (FN). 


$2 Runs 


Aug. 14—“Moby Dick” (Hol- 
ly wood). 

Aug. 21—“‘Old English” 
(Warners). 


COLUMBIA FILM 
COST GOING 


Hollywood, July 29. 
A couple of Columbia pictures for 
the new season already have passed 
the $300,000 mark for production 
cost. It places Columbia in the big 


league of picture production. This 
has occurred since Col recently 
made its product contract with 
R-K-O. 


The top for any Col talker to date 
will be reached by “Dirigible,” at 
around $400,000 and it may go high- 
er. “Rain Or Shine,” the Col sound- 
er now released, cost the producer 
over $300,000. 

Previous highest cost ever for a 
Columbia film was $225,000 for 
“Flight,” which went in as a $2 road 
show on Broadway and got over. 

The Government is said to have 
given its assent for the use by Col- 
umbia of the Lakehurst hangar for 
“Dirigible.” 

R-K-O Buying 

Columbia, under its R-K-O prod- 
uct contract, plays on percentage of 
the gross of each R-K-O house. Col 
has the privilege of selecting its 
half in the R-K-O combination 
theatres, which would give it the 
Saturday and Sunday weekend 4- 
day portion. 

Reports have been around New 
York that R-K-O would like to 
change its product contract with 
Columbia to a buy agreement, There 
is reported some kind of an option 
in the agreement which gives R- 
K-O a lever toward that end. This 
is said to be interfering with A. C. 
Blumenthal’s attempted purchase of 
Columbia’s stock control. 

The pivotal point in all negotia- 
tions with Columbia is reported to 
be Harry Cohn, its producer. Cohn 
is said to object to proposals that 
seek to tie him up personally as a 
producer for five years with an op- 
tion for five more. 


Laurel-Hardy’s Full Length 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Laurel and Hardy’s first feature- 
length comedy talker will be “The 
Rap,” originally slated as a twin- 
reeler. Because of its satirical time- 
liness in kidding the current popu- 
larity of prison features, Hal Roach 
decided to extend it. 
Metro release of L-H comedy 
kids the current prison film cycle. 


Miss Swan with Par 


Katherine Swan, lately in Colum- 
bia’s scenario department and for- 


merly with legit producers, has 
joined the Par scenario staff. At 
one time Miss Swan was with the 


-ar organization. 

Prior to joining Col, she was man- 
ager of the American stock com- 
} pany at the Theatre Femina, Paris 


CHARLES IRWIN 


Featured comedian in Mack Sen- 
nett comedies. 

Just completed comedy 
“Divorced Sweetheart.” 


lead in 


College Girls’ Reviews of : 


R-K-0 Houses—Shows 
Extending Over Route 


After several months’ experi- 
mentation, R-K-O continuing 
with college lay reviewers, never in 
show business, who cover the cir- 
cuit’s houses from top to bottom, 
reporting everything from too many 
bows to an ill-kept ladies’ room. 
After going over the eastern houses 
R-K-O sent the five reviewers, on 
the pay roll, to the midwest, and 
will eventually dispatch them to the 
west coast territory. 

According to an R-K-O official, 
the five will be retained indefinitely, 
even after the entire country is cov- 
ered, with the girls then going over 
houses they have previously cov- 
ered. On the strength of recom- 
mendations made or reports of 
houses in disorder, discourtesy of 
staff, poor advertising, appearance, 
etce., R-K-O instructs the depart- 
ment in charge to make an investi- 
gation and correct conditions noted. 

The idea is working out benefi- 
cially to the circuit, it is claimed, 
and for that reason will be carried 
in the future. Possibly additional 
girl reviewers will be added, so that 
the entire country can be covered 
more often. 

“The girls are becoming proficient 
at it now,” an R-K-Oite reports. 


24 Hours on Versions 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Universal's studio is on a 24-hour 
shift to finish up “Cat Creeps,” be- 
ing made in two languages. 
Daytime cast does the English 
version, and nights on Spanish. 


| In Publix Houses—Under Consid- 


chandising field. 


| be outfitted with weighing machines. 


Checkup Shows Director-Cost 


Of Pictures Reaching $250,000; 
Scouting Atter Cheap Meggers 


1C. WEIGHING MACHINES 


eration for Rest Rooms 


Par-Publix is extending its mer- 
Under a new plan 
considered the circuit's houses may 


They're to be the lc slot type 
and probably in the rest rooms. 


BRISK 
CHAIN VS. INDIE 
TOWN 18,000 


Middletown, N. Y., July 29. 
The tug of war between Para- 
mount with its new-house here and 
Joe Quittner, local indie with the 


town formerly exclusive for his 
three theatres, continues with an 
undernote of vengeance. The situ- 


ation has become nip and tuck, with 


Quittner attempting to meet Par's 
invasion on the up and up. Latest 
move is Quittner’s order to place 
vaude in the State beginning Aug. 
21, with Arthur Fisher booking. 

When Par put up a reported 3,600 
lights in its sign to dwarf notice of 
Quittner’s State across the street, 
the indie signed a contract last 
week with Neon to erect a $5,000 
sign on the front of his house. 

Par came in with a lower scale 
than at the State, scheduling a 40c 
top as compared with State's 50c. 
For children Par went lower with 
10c mats and 15c evenings. 

The State just inaugurated sum- 
mer prices, with the Paramount fol- 
lowing. 

Local advice came to Quittner’s 
attention that Sayer's, mens’ and 
boys’ store, was giving away free 
ducats for children to the Para- 
mount with every $1 purchase made. 
It was reported the store paid 5c 
each for these, buying 1,000, but 
that is denied by Paramount. These 
free tickets are good to Aug. 3. 

This is a town of only 18,000 in- 
habitants, with four theatres to 
serve. The most outstanding fea- 
ture of the Par-Quittner competi- 
tion is that the Paramount and 
State are being lit up like Broad- 
way in a town that goes dead at 7. 


LOUIS J. 


Le premier des metteurs en francais qui ait réalisé une production 
dans le 
ont 


américaine, et dont les débuts 
Fréres. Parmi les pionniers qui 


GASNIER 


cinéma remontent aux Pathé 


continué leur activité depuis les}; 


premiers jours, Gasnier est un des plus proéminents, et peut-éGtre le plus | 


connu des metteurs en s7@ne internationaux de toute l'industrie. Depuis 
trois ans qu'il est avec Paramount, il n'a cessé de tourner des film 
d'une grande valeur commerciale, et sa derniére production, “Shadow: 
of the Law” est acclam¢e comme un des meilleurs films de l'année, 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Studio budgets for directorial 
overhezd in for a big cut. Execs 
figuring it all up and looking for a 
spot to practice economy are cast- 
ing glances toward the meg wield- 
ers. Directors sitting like 
turkeys at Thanksgiving, waiting 
for and fearing o:tion time. 

With some of the old line direc- 
tors gradually crawling the 
salary list to five grand a week, and 
in some cases $7,500 and $10,000, 
studios decided it is time to call a 
halt. A new crop of cheaper mega- 
phonists is the order. 

One of the major studios this week 
with 24 directors on its payroll, and 
with only three working, inter- 
viewed a dozen cr more of the boys 
resting on salary with a plan in 
mind to replace some of the 24 with 
the new prospects. Salary in only 
a few cases will go-over $1,000. 

Change of feeling regarding di- 
rectors is another evolution of talk- 
ers and has been expected for some 
time. It’s because of the smaller 
sphere that the director now fills in 
the industry. 

In silent days the director was the 
pecans. With no dialog to worry 
him, he was boss of all he surveyed, 
and changed scripts while shooting 
to his heart’s content. If the result 
was terrible it was a case of: “Well, 
what could I do with such a fearful 


script?” If it turned out good, the 
bows were accompanied with: “It 
wouldn’t have been if I hadn't 


changed the script.” 
Dialog Changed Status 

Entrance of dialog changed the 
director’s status. Revisions on the 
set were out. Script is okayed now 
before shooting and it is that or 
nothing. The picture megger is now 
in same relation to a finished pic- 
ture as the stage director is to a 
play. 

With these thoughts percolating 
through the execs’ beans and with 
the move toward economy on, the 
gents in charge have decided that 
those five grand salaries and more 
are the bunk. Hence the revision 
downward. 

One studio took stock of its direc- 
tors and saw red. “Of their heavy 
list of directors they pro-rated their 
director salaries over the year's 
product. One director getting $10,- 
000 a week, made only two pictures 
during the past year. Sliced to per 
picture valuation, the execs found 
they started each of these pictures 
with a nut of more than $250,000. 
As they had never looked at it this 
way before, they became conscious 
that this was too much jack in any 
language. 

Same studio had another favorite 
megger with a weekly check of 
$7,500. With three pictures in two 
years from this chap, he also is an 
expensive toy, the studio concludes, 
And with studios keeping lesser 
lights at such paltry figures as $3,000 
per week, often idle for months at a 
time, the directorial incomes seem 
in for some revisions. 


Novice’s Ist Work as 
Warner Film and Play 


A first play by an unknown, titled 
“Devil Was Sick,” will be produced 
by Warners on the screen and stage, 
As with “Tilicit,” by Robert Riskin, 
Warners will produce it first for 
the screen and later in play form on 
Broadway. 

Jane Hinton, 21 
delphia girl, is the author of “Devil 
Was Sick.” Warners claims this to 
be the first time in pictures a play 
by an unknown has been accepted 
for talker production. 

Warners states this play is a re- 
sult of its new policy of asking for 
contributions, for features and 
shorts, from neophytes. 


“Names” at Mastbaum 


-vear-old Phila- 


Warners’ Mastbaum, Philadel- 
phia, is going strong for picture 
and other names to jack up its stage 
bills, having almost one a week for 


the balance of the summer. 


Esther Ralston, Davey Lee, Will 
Osborne, Eddie Cantor and Ber- 
nice Claire are booked to play cone 


y in the Philly house, 
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THE PRESENT SEASON 


CHICAGO THEATRE 
“audiences howled” 


at Will Rogers in 
THIS IS LONDON 


The audience howled so with unsuppressed 
mirth many of the lines were lost. 
—Chicago Herald Examiner 


You should hear the Chicago Theatre audien- 
ces this week. SO THIS IS LONDON is very 
very funny. — Chicago American 


A good show .. . Frank Albertson a good actor 
of juvenile parts—second to none. Maureen 
O'Sullivan has class and reeks with breeding. 

— Chicago Daily Times 


A picture you must not miss unless you want 
fo cheat yourself! out of grand entertainment 

. . Really great good fun throughout. 
— Chicago Pos? 


TOP 


WITH 


Month after month, 
year after year the- 
atres know where 
look for hit after hit. 


GOOD INTENTIONS 
a hit at the 
ROXY, New York 


Superiority so marked that it ought to rate 
first page . . Done with brilliant sense of 
values . . Lowe advances to a new peak in 
his continuously brightening career ... You 


will be enormously entertained. 
— New York World 


As meritorious a movie as the Main Stem has 
seen this summer... One of the best crook 
films yet offered . Director Howard has en- 
dowed it with a sparkle, a zest, a liveliness 


that combine to make it thoroughgoing enter- 


tainment. — New York American 


A shrewd and vigorous melodrama... Lowe 
genuinely fine. —New York Herald Tribune 


Good example of good direction, good acting, 


convincing crook story. Enjoyed Lowe’s work 


tremendously. — New York Daily News 


PING THE INDUST 


| 

| 

AFTER 

HIT 


July 30, 1930 VA R IE TY 


OPENING 


THE NEW SHOW YEAR 
WITH SMASH. 


ROOSEVELT THEATRE audience 
“Actually burst into cheers” for 
COMMON CLAY by Cleves Kinkead Hi} 
with Constance Bennett and Lew Ayres "ae il Ht 


Best heart-talkie of the year... If you don't mind a good 
cry you'll find a real, an exciting and convincing story in 

this excellently directed and acted heart-drama... 
— Chicago Times 


Human, engrossing, splendidly directed, staged and acted 
Its punches are legitimate, its surprises startling ones 

. - A sensational picture . . You'll be immensely impressed. 
— Chicago Tribune 


Suspenseful, engrossing and convincing . .. whole cast 
splendid . Audience reaction remarkable. Folks sit on 
the edges of their seats .. . and actually burst into cheers 
You'll do the same! —Chicago Evening American 


Destined to be popular because of its emotional pitch 
and because it has been well acted and presented. 
— Chicago Evening Post 


Chicago Tribune gave John McCormack 
SONG O’ MY HEART «x * * & 


Keeps its spell upon us until the very end of one of the 
most charming pictures that has ever been screened. 
—Chicago Tribune 


Every moment delightful. A thing of beauty visually and 
a. joy forever audibly. John McCormack’s voice and 


personality come over the celluloid like a million. 
—Chicago Evening American 
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Come Talker Problem 


(Continued from page 5) 


@uction for other continental coun- 
tries has, largely due to the unset- 
tled state of affairs. With the ex- 
ception of a few dubbed pictures 
only one so far has been completed 
in this language. This was Metro’s 
“Lady to Love” (“They Knew What 
They Wanted”). 

Metro has one other, “Olympia,” 
in the editing stage, and plans early 
production on “Trial of Mary 
Dugan.” Further plans are held in 
abeyance for the time being. 

Warners announce six German 
talkers for the current year, the first 
“Those Who Dance.” 

Both these lots represent almost 
the whole German production that 
is in any way set, although execs 
of both state that the present plans 
are in no way ironbound ani likely 
will be changed in view of the pres- 
ent mix-up. 

Others’ Plans 


Universal was talking heavy plans 
forthe German market a few weeks 
ago, but all is quiet there now re- 
garding a German invasion. Only 
German language probability now is 
“All Quiet,” “but this would be 
mostly a dubbed variety. 

Fox states that it will not include 
German language pictures until the 
execs know where they are at. 
Plans now are for Spanish, French 
and Italian. Studio would like to 
go German, but not, officials say, 
under the kontingent plan as an- 
nounced. (Story from Berlin else- 
where in this issue mentions Fox’s 
German production plans in Berlin.) 

Paramount does not intend to 
make any German talkers here for 
the time being. Whatever films will 
be made in that language by Par 
will be made at the Paris studio. 


Germans’ Modification? 


Berlin, July 29. 

The new German quota law prob- 
ably going into effect in October, 
German electrics and bankers are 
seemingly eager for a change or 
modification thereof. Just along 
what lines is not mentioned. 

An imposing committee compris- 
ing Geheimrat Buechner, general 
manager of the German General 
Electric, Jacob Goldschmidt, general 
manager of the Darmstaedter Na- 
tional Bank, and Hans Luther, gen- 
eral manager of the Deutsche 
Reichsbank, visited the Minister of 
the Interior, Dr. Wirth, for this 
purpose. 

Nathan Burkan, the American at- 
torney who represents several im- 
portant picture personalities, lunched 
with Dr. Wirth yesterday (Monday). 

Germany Eager for Films 

With the patents’ parley amicably 
settled, the Reichsunion, German 
exhibitors’ association, forwards a 
formal resolution to American dis- 
tributors and renters here that all 
American super-talkers be trade- 
shown in Germany as soon as pos- 
sible. 

The dearth of suitable American 
talker product, with the exception 
of the Warner-F.N. product, was 
noticeable here during the patents’ 
battle, and the exhibs are now eager 
to buy American product. 


Balkans’ Attitude 
Belgrade, July 29. 
The Great Balkan market as cen- 
tered here and embracing Yougo- 


slavia, 3ulgaria and Serbia, is 
plenty peeved at the German-Amer- 
icans’ territorial division of Europe, 
placing this part of southeastern 
Europe nuder Teutonic control. 
To offset this anti-German antip- 
athy, the Germans, who are fully 
cogizant of the Balkan exhibitors’ 
preference for American sound 
equipment, are bulling the poli- 


ticians that they will make Dalmatia 
in Yougoslavia the European Holly- 
wood. 

Yougoslavian ministers on hear- 
ing this responded in the manner 
which the wily Teutons foresaw by 
offering all sorts of concessions on 
land plots, ete., towards the realiza- 
tion of this plan. 

Meanwhile, for practical purposes, 
the Balkan exhibs know full well 
the superior merits of American 
sound equipment and have been 
frank in deriding the Paris pact 
which cedes this territory under 
German monopolistic control. 

The big Yougoslav paper, “Yougo- 
glavenska Poshta,” has taken up the 
cause in protest against this ar- 
rangement, stating in so many 
words that Yougoslavia doesn’t 
want to patronize the Germans’ in- 
ferior apparatuses and that the 
Yougoslavian people will resent a 


Providence Reverses with 
Shows Not Holding Up 


Providence, July 29. 
(Draw. Pop., 315,000) 
Weather: fair and warm 

With no film program of merit 
in any of the local flicker houses 
biz took quite a skid here last week. 
Week previous despite scorching 
heat and other elements every thea- 
tre in town mopped because of ex- 
cellent shows. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Loew’s (3,500; 15-50) “The Bad 
One” (UA). Edmund Lowe and 
here; $17,500 reported. Lowest 
house has had in weeks. 

R-K-O Victory (1,600; 15-50) 
“Lawful Larceny” (Radio). Plenty 
of names, but nothing to attract 
the rabble. At $6,500 house slid to 
new low. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) ‘“‘Border 
Legion” (Par) and “Flirting 
Widow” (FN). Close to $13,000, 
slightly over average. 

Majest’c (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) “Fu 
Manchu” (Par); $9,000 reported. 
Under average. 

R-K-O Albee (2,500; 15-50) “Czar 
of Broadway” (U). Vaude. Bally- 
hoo about last week of vaude for 
this house helped gross just over 
the red line. Vaude discontinued 
Friday for straight pictures indef., 
opening with ‘Western’ Front,” 
Saturday, 26. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50) “Call of the 
West.” Vaude. Nothing stirring; 
$6,500. 


Take Stage Show Seriously 


Los Angeles, July 29. 
Publix is taking stage 


Local 


shows seriously. 


This is indicated in the conscrip- 
tion of Busby Berkely from the Par 
studio, where he is under contract 
as a director, to go backstage when 
the shows are to be resumed around 
Labor Day. 


relative inferiority in their film 
fare. 
This is predicted on Western 


Electric’s vast popularity locally. 
Yougoslav Press Opinion 
The daily regards it as a piece 
of good fortune for the Imperial 
Kino, Sarajevo, that it bought West- 
ern aquipment only a few days 
before the German-American agree- 
ment was signed in Paris. 
The same newspaper goes on to 
say that unless Germany produces 
films of the same quality as Holly- 
wood, the vogue of the talkers here- 
abouts will be irreparably damaged. 
Meantime, Alexander Alexander 
of Nero Films, producer of “Al- 
rauna,” a prominent German film, 
is here with a company to produce 
a super-German talker. Alexander, 
as spokesman for the German in- 
dustry, ballyhooed about Dalmatia 
as the European Hollywood, but 
those cognizant of native German 
pride realize that Tempelhof and 
Neubabelsberg outside of Berlin 
will remain the centers of German 
motion picture production. 


Dolores Del Rio didn’t mean a thing |’ 


BRAMWELL FLETCHER 


Under contract to 
Samuel Goldwyn 
United Artists Studio 


‘BRIDES’ 2D WK., WASH., 
NOT GOOD AT $7,500 


Washington, July 29. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) : 
Weather, Hot 
Fox with “Good Intentions” and 


Frank Richardson, in person, did 
well last week in spite of the ele- 


ments. That goes for the Palace 
with “Shadow of the Law.” For 
the others, not so good. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Columbia (Loew) — “Blushing 
Brides” (M-G) (1,232; 35-50). Bad 
2a stanza; $7,500. 

Earle (Warner)—‘“Dancing Sweet- 
ies’ (WB) Osborne orchestra. (2,- 


424; 35-50). Not good; $13,000. 
Fox—“Good Intentions” (Fox). 
Stage show. (3,434; 35-50). Nice 


week with mercury way up; Frank 
Richardson on stage helped; $23,000. 

Met (Warner)—‘‘Recaptured Love’’ 
(WB) (1,585; 35-50). Didn’t mean 
thing; $7,500. 

Palace (Loew)—“Shadow of Law” 
(Par). Stage show (2,363; 35-50- 
60). House goes along; $20,200. 
R-K-O (Keith’s) — “Lawful 
Larceny” (Radio) (1,857; 35-50). 
Great notices for picture; new cool- 
ing plant but combination brought 
little extra; $8,500. 


SULLIVAN'S DUTIES AS 
THALBERG’S ASSISTANT 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Cc. Gardner Sullivan’s duties as 
executive assistant to Irving Thal- 
berg will, for the time being, con- 
cern themselves as liaison between 
the scenario department and the 
Metro’s production’: manager. Sul- 
livan will sit in on all story con- 
ferences, 

The new exec comes from United 
Artists and Universal where he has 
been scenario editor. Sullivan has 
had experience in all other branches 
of the studio, embracing production, 
supervision, direction, as well as 
authoring. 


“IN GAY MADRID,” 


JOHN MILJAN 


Busiest man in pictures, which gives lie to the adage that virtue is its 
own reward. Wrought villainy in “UNTAMED,” “DEVIL MAY CARE,” 
“SEA BAT,” 


“UNHOLY THREE” and “OUR 


BLUSHING BRIDES’—“THE GREAT DAY” next. 
The kind of “heavy” they love to hate. 
Under contract to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer., 


Foreign Trade Papers 


L. A. Grosses 


(Continued from page 10) 


plenty of hoke get the major share 
of the credit on that latter gross. 

First week of “Raffles” at the 
United Artists is unusually strong 
on an indicated gate of not far from 
$25,000, in which an elaborate news- 
paper campaign had its effect. 

Pantages, with “Big House,” is 
also running far ahead of its recent 
pace, and may reach $23,500 on the 
week. 

Despite favorable comment from 
those who have seen it, “Queen 
High” is not drawing at the Par- 
amount, and gross will probably 
only be between $14,000 and $15,000 
on week. 

The Hunter family and their en- 
durance planes have been of prac- 
tically no aid to the Chinese and 
“Hell’s Angels,” which will have a 
ninth week to $26,400. The Hunters 
have boosted the box-office income 
rate but $2,000 since opening. In 
lieu of their $10,000 weekly salary 
and the approximate $7,000 spent in 
heralding their appearance, that in- 
crease leaves much to be desired, 
and it’s a cinch the filyers won’t 
stick more than their contracted 
two weeks. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Boulevard (Fox)—“On the Level” 
(Fox) (2,164; 25-50). Worst of a 
bad sequence of grosses; $3,800. 
Carthay Circle (Fox)—“So This Is 
London” (Fox) (1,500; 75-$1.50) 
(6th week). “‘Holiday” due Aug. 7. 
Rogers film down to $12,100. 


Chinese (Fox)—‘“Hell’s Angels” 
(Caddo) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (9th 
week). Hunter family of flyers cost 


house $10,000 in salary and $7,000 
in exploitation and helped gross 
possible $2,000. No sense in that 
kind of arithmetic. Picture getting 
around $26,400. 

Criterion (Fox) — “Romance” 
(Metro) (1,600; 25-75) (1st week). 
Did $12,000 here after getting $36,- 
000 week before at State; two weeks 
at Criterion cut to one; “Our Blush- 
ing Brides” Aug. 1. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox)—“Border Le- 
gion” (Par) (1,800; 20-65). More 
red in $4,600 than in a’ technicolor 
operetta. 

State (Loew-Fox)—“Wild Com- 
pany” (Fox) (2,024; 25-$1). Starts 
to get gruesome at this house when 
paybox barometer down to $17,000. 
Orpheum—“Dixiana” (Radio) (2,- 
270; 50-75) (1st week). Bettering 
expectations and will have $20,000 
and more. That’s for eight days. 
While no record, substantial trade 
for Orph and particularly with town 
off all around. 

Pantages (Fox) — “Big House” 
(Metro) (2,700; 20-40-65-90). Quite 
likely count will reach $23,500, 
strongest week since new house 
opened, 

Paramount (Publix) — “Queen 
High” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). Couldn’t 
dent local indifference, although 
well liked by those who saw it. 


Eastern legit names no _ asset. 
Charles Ruggles solely billed in 
dailies. $14,000-$15,000. 
R-K-O—“Runaway Bride” (Radio) 
(2,950; 30-65). Ordinary or worse 


is report on $11,000. 

United Artists (Pub-UA)—“Raf- 
fles”’ (UA) (2,100; 25-$1) (1st week). 
Among two or three pictures cur- 
rently exciting fan response to any 
degree. Will have around $25,000, 
very good, 

Downtown (WB)—‘“Three Faces 
East” (WB) (1,800; 50-75) (1st 
week). Constance Bennett and Von 
Stroheim in picture and Larry Ce- 
bellos stage show skyrocketed gross 
up to $24,700. House hasn’t al- 
lowed its imagination to go above 
20-G’s for months. 


Hollywood (WB)—“Way of All 
Men” (FN) (2,756; 25-75) (ist 
week). Second Warner presenta- 


tion, as the first, teamed with weak 
picture. Claim hitting $26,900. Pert 
Kelton will top unit when moving 
downtown. Olsen and Johnson step 
out at an overhead saving of $4,500. 
Next Warner unit will have Cali- 
fornia Collegians and Pearl Twins. 


Sam Katz’s Six Weeks 
Sam Katz’s visit abroad, start- 
ing Saturday (2), is set at six weeks. 
The Publix head sails on the 
“Bremen.” 


Dorothy Mackaye’s Trip 


Denver, July 29, 

Dorothy Mackaye, Denver actress, 
whose stage career was cut short by 
the tragic death of her husband, 
Ray Raymond, three years ago, is 
reported on her way to Los An- 
geles. 

She may appear in “A Cup of 
Sugar”-by Lynn Starling. 


Lonsdale’s for Colman 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Ronald Colman’s next § starts 
shooting Aug. 15 from a Lonsdale 
story. 
Sam Goldwyn borrowed Irving 
Cummings from Fox to direct it. 


By Frank Scully 


Nice, July 10. 

Trade and fan rags abroad in the 
silent days were the nerts. Stil] 
are. Yessing of local product wag 
universal till the tripe hit the screen 
where audience reaction was: in. 
variably the bird. Which shoulda 
have been the trade papers’ theme 
song in the first place. 

Part of this prodigious plugging 
was patriotic, part dumbness. Week 
after week these critics praised the 
home product (which advertised 
little) and panned the Hollywood 
products (which advertised plenty), 
To what end? That the Hollywood 
product filled their houses, and the 
home product left plenty of seats, 

So it was at least till the talkers 
rcame and substituted tonsil tap- 
dancers for chest heavers. This 
gave the Continental product its 
chance. Producers gave the mob 
the same badly made bologny, but 
they understood the salestalk better 
this time because it was in their 
native dialect. Which wasn’t true 
of the Hollywood product any 
longer. 

The trade and fan mags kept 
yessing in the same sweet style. 
No change, except that this time 
the grosses worked out more in 
line with their superlatives. The 
mike made them what they are to- 
day. The pictures are as bad as 
ever, but now they make money, 
And advertise more. In spots. 

The only country where talkers 
didn’t work out to the advantage 
of the local producers and against 
the Americans was in England. The 
French silent, which couldn’t even 
sell in France, has been replaced 
by as badly done talkers that. sel}, 
but in England the American dialog 
flicker did well. 
With the superiority of product 
and name-appeal favoring the coast 
talkers, the public continued to 
lineup for “The Broadway Melody” 
and to turn a deaf ear to “Elstree 
Calling.” And the English pro- 
ducers can’t understand to this day. 
Any more than they can understand 
why show people buy “Variety” for 
40c over there when they can get 
“Film Weekly” and “Daily Film 
Renter” for a jit or so. 

Squarers 
In general the European trade 
has a trade press about on par with 
its product. If either the studio 
or the press room turns out a first 
class piece of work, which it does 
now and then it’s an accident. 
Where the publications are wiser 
than the producers, however, is in 
price. Knowing their stuff is not 
so hot, the editors keep their prices 
down—and keep going. But when 
the producers demand a $2 top for 
a picture you wouldn’t put in a 
dime grindhouse, by world stan- 
dards. 
In England they will not pay 
anything for stories, artists, direc- 
tors or publicity and yet they ex- 
pect a picture and a public that 
Metro, Par, Warner, UA, Universal, 
or even Columbia, or Tiffany gets. 
The gods must scream a. yea’s 
quota of bellylaughs every time 
their attention is called to such 
naive nerve. 

And the screaming oughtn’t to be 
left to the gods. It ought to be 
done by the trade press. Instead, 
these boys grind out a lot of simply 
elegant chatter copy, throw all the 


(Continued on page 64) 


Stern’s Booking Circuit 
Of 135 Houses Start 


Chicago, July 29. 

Newest film booking circuit, or- 
ganized by Emil Stern, went into 
operation this week with 135 houses. 

Firm will be known as the Mid- 
west Theatres Corporation instead 
of the Essaness Theatres Corpora- 
tion. Reason is to avoid confusion 
with the Essaness Theatres circuit, 
of which Stern is vice-president and 
general manager. Organizations are 
being operated entirely separately. 

Stern will supervise all buying. 
Bookings will be handled by Louis 
Reinheimer and Floyd Brockell. 

With Stern at the head, the cir- 
cuit has been getting the cream 
of indie houses not yet attached 
to other booking outfits. General 
offices will be at 910 S. Michigan 
avenue. 


 'TIFF’S 1ST IN 6 WEEKS 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Tiffany’s first production in thé 
past six weeks goes into work next 
week with June Collyer as femme 
lead in “Extravagance.” 
Phil Rosen directing. 
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installs a complete sound- 
on-film machine in your 
theatre with two years to 
pay. $47.50 weekly for 
any house over 1000 seats. 


a product of 


GENERAL TALKING 


PICTURES CORP. 
218 W. 42nd St. = New York 


OFFICES EVERY WHERE 
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Wishes to take this opportunity to 
announce that his former partner 


SAMMY VAN 


is again associated with him 


Also the dissolution of the vaudeville 


team of Bud Harris and Radcliff 
IN THE FUTURE “PUSH ’EM AND PULL ’EM” 


The sole property of Bud Harris 
will be presented and billed as | 


PUSHEM AND PULL’EM 


Assisted by SAMMY VAN and 
His BROTHER PAUL HARRIS 


| Per We open 20 weeks Publix Theatres, and then 
| Booked solid by R-K-O until December 31; 1932 

iy ROUTE AS FOLLOWS: 

b 1930—20 weeks R-K-O major houses 

q 1931—40 weeks R-K-O (exclusively) 

The Above R-K-O Routes Arranged by 


CHAS. H. ALLEN 


M. S. Bentham Office 


1} My sincere thanks to all executives and bookers ‘ 
| | of the R-K-O office 
REPRESENT ATIVES— 
A R-K-O CHAS. H. ALLEN ; 


IND. CHAS. FITZPATRICK 
i! PUBLIX THEATRES CORP. HERMAN CITRON 


(JERRY CARGILL OFFICE) | 
and WEBER-SIMON OFFICE | 


All material fully protected. Attorney WM. LAMBERT la 
60 East 42d Street, New York t 
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VARIETY $1 


Sector-15) Operating by Labor Day 


Contrary to reports Fox Metro- 

litan Theatres will let go 30 or 
40 of its houses around New York, 
the Fox theatre headquarters say 
it will be operating 155 of the 
former independent theatres in the 
metropolitan area by September. 

of the original group of these 
Fox houses Harry Arthur assumed 
charge of with the change in re- 
gime, but 10 have beeen turned 
back or leased to the indie exhibs, 
says the Fox office. None of the 
others is going back or out of the 
Fox operating forces, it is stated. 

The golf. course theatre is de- 
scribed by the Fox men as Strictly 
experimentative and preliminary. 
But one test house will be used by 
Fox until the public reaction is re- 
corded, the Fox people state. That 
ig the Fox Kew Gardens (L. L) 
theatre. 

The story about Fox Metropoli- 
tan leasing some cf its New York 
houses stated in effect they would 
be rented to their former owners 
or other indie exhibitors. Pre- 
suming the rental would be satis- 
factory, the indie exhib figured up- 
on operating the Fox house as non- 
union and without restriction on 
film buying. 

In this way the indie calculated 
there would be a profit in the 
theatre for him. 


A SWEET CIVIC SLAP 
AT THEATRES IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 29. 

The custom of keeping the young- 
sters amused by digging out coin 
for picture houses is indirectly hit 
by a municipal campaign to per- 
suade parents to play with their 
children around the home. 

With the slogan, “The family that 
plays tegether stays together,” the 
city department of playground and 
recreation is enrolling members in 
the Parents’ Home Play Club, pledg- 
ing the family to devote at least 
three hours each week to play activ- 
ity together. 

To help make dad a child again, if 
just half an hour a day, members 
of the play club go on the mailing 
list for bulletins. Titles of some 
being furnished are “Story Telling 
and Dramatics in the Home,” “How 
to Build Home Play Equipment,” 
“Play Life Within the Home,” 
“Backyard Playgrounds and Home 
Play,” “Camp and Trail Craft,” and 
“Historic Points of Interest Near 
Los Angeles.” 


5th Ave. Flops as Grind 
After Two-Week Trial 


‘The 28th Street theatre, the for- 
mer Proctor’s 5th Avenue, is dark 
again after, being operated on a 
gtind film policy for two weeks. 
Nathan Chadumacher was the les- 
see. Two weeks ago he opened the 
theatre after it had been dark for 
Some months and inaugurated the 
grind at low prices. 

This theatre is the only Proctor 
theatre which didn’t go over to 
R-K-O. It is managed by the Proc- 
tor Estate, as lessee. 


RK-0 Cuts in Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, July 29. 

R-K-O Palace last week shaved 
Scale to 25 and 40 cents. 

Local conditions have been off 
Considerable, with the recent warm 
Spell knocking them still lower. Im- 
mediate cut brought a build-up in 
attendance expected to run through 
the summer months. Build-up with 
cut scale usually runs three weeks. 


Marcus at Radio Studio 
i Hollywood, July 29. 
» Lee Marcus, gen. sales mgr. for 
dio Pictures, is daily at the local 
Studios, 

Marcus is here on a visit, already 
Present when Hiram Brown arrived 
late last week, 

heopee” on B’way Sept. 5 
oldwyn’s “Whoopee” is set to 
epen at the Rivoli on Broadway 
Sept. 5. 
fatale Cantor will personally ap- 
ar at the premiere, 


3 ROCHESTER HOUSES 
FOR ‘FLESH’ ON STAGE 


Rochester, N. Y., July 29. 

“Flesh” on stages of at least 
three lIecal film palaces practically 
certain by September... Eastman 
management has approached mu- 
sicians’ union offering to put in 
orchestra if given rock bottom con- 
tract, but another try at unit policy 
believed certain as all-sound has 
been washed up in this house for 
months. 


With three theatres on Publix 
hands it has had to bear the brunt 
of blame for loss of atmospheric 
qualities of the Eastman. Rochester 
venture has been steady loser and 
unless turn comes soon seems to 
be little reason for continuing. 

Publix came into Eastman at 
time when city was badly over- 
seated a1d public educated to big 
shows for little money. Shows that 
stood ’em up in other places at high 
rates got cold shoulder here at low 
prices. No amount of ballyhoo has 
yet changed the situation. 


Vaude returns to Loew’s Sept. 1 
or the following week, it is said. 
This is not positive, but also with 
possibility this will be changed to 
the presentation later if expenditure 
for stage alterations seems advis- 
able. Lower nut of all-sound policy 
this summer has resulted in slight 
profit against red for vaude, but 
not considered feasible for regular 
season policy. 

R-K-O Palace has run vaude all 
summer with steady biz, benefiting 
some by policy change at Loew's. 


British Cinema to Have 


Garage and Restaurant 


London, July 15. 

The new $1,000,000 cinema at 
Brighton nearing completion will be 
one of the most luxurious in Eng- 
land and will seat 2,600. 

Theatre will include an under- 
ground garage with parking space 
for 250 cars, and two large restau- 
rants overlooking the sea, 


Franklin Didn’t Sign 


Harold B. Franklin left New York 
Friday (25) for his return to the 
coast, without having entered into 
a new contract with Fox. Both sides 
are said to have stalled over a new 
agreement, as Franklin’s present 
terms has two years yet to go, as 
president of Fox West Coast. 

Franklin was in New York for 
a week, constantly conferring, 
sometimes with the I"ox people. 


“The Jolly Drunk” 
The Convivial Inebriate 
Now touring for Publix and scor- 
ing a hit four times a day in Jack 
Partington’s unit, “River Blues.” 
An O. K, International Novelty. 
Direction: Wm. Morris 


OFF FOR 
AND STUDIOS 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Warners and Virst National 
studios will be virtually dark for 
three months (October through De- 
cember). Both studios will have 
completed their present year's pro- 
gram by Oct. 1, and little more ac- 
tivity, other than shorts’ produc- 
tion, is expected during that period 
by Warners. 

F.N., of the two, will be more ac- 


tive, having 18 foreign language 
talkers lined up, divided between 
French, Spanish and German, 


which will be shot on the F.N. lot. 


Col’s Exploitation Dept. 
Lasted for Just 2 Wks. 


Columbia’s exploitation depart- 
ment in New York has died at the 
age of two weeks. Then seven men 
were taken on with the assurance 
their jobs would be permanent. Now 
they’re out. 

Officially, the blame is laid to 
“Rain or Shine,” the picture not 
coming through on schedule. The 
men spent their initial time in talk- 
ing about “Hell’s Island.” Maybe, 
it is avered by Columbians, the 
seven will be re-hired. 


WALLACE BEERY’S SUIT 


Los Angeles, July 29. 

Wallace Beery is suing Harry B. 
Goodman to collect $11,500 on 
promissory notes. -The notes were 
issued to Richard J. Dyas in Decem- 
ber, 1925, and taken over by Beery 
with a trust deed on Kansas City 
property as security. 

Dyas is a co-defendent, Beery 
claiming he foreclosed a previous 
mortage on the lots. 


Box office bull’s-eyes: 
DIVORCEE"-—sensation of sensations. 
“ROSALIE”—you'll be watching for it! 

An ace director of silent pictures who was holding trumps 
talkies came along. 

Under contract to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 


ROBERT Z. 


“MARIANNE,” “IN GAY MADRID” and “THE 


LEONARD 


Next “LET US BE GAY.” Then 


when 


“Wide Film Means Nothing,” Say 
Film Men, as They Watch Each Other 


Just a No-Good 


One of the meanest deals 
ever heard told in the picture 
business comes from the pad 
of an ex-soldier rendered sud- 
denly mute. It’s about the film 
delivery man and ex-exhibitor 
organization executive, now 
also a theatre owner, for whom 
this lad, well. known around 
729 7th and the Film Center 
building, worked for six years 
before he woke up one morn- 
ing and found he couldn't ar- 
ticulate. 

“When I saw him and wrote 
on a pad, the way I am for 
you, that I had lost my speech, 
he laughed, told me not to come 
to him for sympathy and. said 
it was up to the government.” 

This same meanie, when he 


held an important job with 
the exhibitor organization, 
used to -rave about “screen 


leeches,” sock producers every 
chance he could fake up, and 
pose as a philanthropist and 
guardian angel of the “little. 
downtrodden fellow” at various 


indie conventions, 


2 SALT LAKE FLOPS 
COST LOCAL CHUMPS 


Salt Lake, July 29. 
Tracy Loan & Trust Company of 
Salt Lake is named receiver for the 


National Filmfone Corp. 

Bankruptcy has been expected for 
some time under the co.’s general 
mismanagement despite it had the 
groundwork of a successful organ- 
ization in supplying sound equip- 
ment to small theatres at a total 
cost of $2,500. 

Wage claims amounted to more 
than $1,000, while other debts 
against the company are understood 
to be in the many thousands. 

National Filmfone Company has 
~een in existence nearly two years, 
the outcome of Louie Strike’s ex- 
periments to build his own sound 
equipment for his Star theatre here. 
Later, stock promotion was under- 
taken. 

Pioneer Sold for $10,000 

Pioneer Film Corp. of Salt Lake 
City, where a lot of stock was sold 
and which filmed “The Exodus,” a 
year and a half ago at a cost of 
$200,000, was sold at public auction 
for $10,000 by U. S. Marshal Vosco 
W. Call. 

The sale was brought about 
through foreclosure proceedings by 
eastern bondholders. 

Several hundted locals had in- 
vestments in the company amount- 
ing to more than $75,000. 

The property ‘purchased through 
the auction included, among other 
things, “The Exodus,” a picture of 
the coming of the Mormans to Utah. 

Ben Lyon and Marie Prevost were 
used as the leads in the picture, 
filmed at Utah points. 


U’s Four Orignials 
Hollywood, July 29. 
With the engegement of James 
Warner Bellah, magazine writer, for 
an original, Universal now has four 
original stories on the fire. 
talph Graves, John Wexley and 
Edward Paulton are the other 
writers working. on new stories. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Joseph P. Shea. 
Roger Ferri. 

Wayne Pierson. 

Rose Perfect. 

Con Conrad, 

Sam Briskin. 

Frank Capra. 

Dick Powers. 

Eric Von Stroheim. 
Dink and Buddy Freeman. 
Donald Novis. 
Martin Flavin. 
Achmed Abdullah. 
Wally Ford. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Walter Meyers 
Joseph M. Schenck 
J. J. Murdock 
Irving Mills 


Although Warners is apparently 
the most active in pushing wide 
film with its Vitascope, or three- 
size projector, already functioning in 
Hollywood, it is learned Warners, 
like other big film interests, is 
hoping that the giant screen is un- 
successful. 

“Wide film will be a tremendous 
expense for the industry. It will 
never mean anything,” stated one 
Warner leader who added that the 


difference between standard and, 


giant sizes will react with the pub- 
lic no more than “if the red coating 


of paint on a marquee were changed. 


to green.” 

That the Brothers are only experi- 
menting with Vitascope to be in a 
position to meet any competition 
which may come up in the wide 
field is given as the actual reason 
for them playing with the new 
width. 

The same psychology seems true 


of every company in the business,’ 


except Fox, the pioneer in that end,’ ' 


and upon which General Theatres 
Equipment realized its impetus. 
Even Fox ig;a@s far back in ad- 


vancing widé film as it was at 
inception of General Theatres, the- 


first important Harley Clark show 
subsidiary. During the past few 
days a survey revealed that General 
has not only not commenced mass 
production of Granduer equipments 


for 70 millimeter film, but that no 


retail prices have been fixed. 

The tendency throughout the in- 
dustry, increasiig with Hays con- 
ferences and meetings of engineers, 
has been to forget wide film—if it is 
possible. Fear, it is now claimed in 
the Warner end, that one company 


may steal a march on the other is’: 


given as the only reason for the 
continuance of experimentation. 


MIDGET GOLF DYING 
OUT IN READING, PA. 


Reading, Pa., July 29. 


Indications are that the minature 


golf course craze here, short lived, | 
has almost run its course, even al- ' 


though new courses are being laid 
out in the suburbs and the country 
towns. 

Some of the courses are literally 
“starving” and the most that can 
be said for any is that the initial 
outlay has been covered, with op- 
erating expenses until recently. 

An oddity in the situation is that 
some of the new courses are charg- 
ing 35c. instead of 25c., while some 
are as low as 10c. a round, with 
all kinds of prizes to stimulate in- 
terest. 

Lack of interest after the first 
few rounds, except at the most 
elaborate and ritzy courses, where 
patrons come back for more, is the 
chief ailment afflicting the business, 
The regulation: courses are wean- 
ing many players, also, from the 
pee wee lots. 


CHAPLIN SAYS HIS 
SILENT IS NOVELTY 


Hollywood, July 29. 
His releasing contract with 
United Artists calling only for 
United States and Canada distribu- 


tion, Charles Chaplin has turned 
down releasing offers for “City 
Lights” from American companies 
in Europe and iwill sell outright to 
European distributors. 

Chaplin figures the silent picture 
as a novelty; that if it is handled 
by an American company it might 


be used as a wedge simply to get 
in other American product. 

Even when Serge. Eisenstein, 
Russian director here for Para- 
mount, approached him, Chaplin 
could not see it. 


. 

Spreading for Quillan 

Hollywood, July 29. 

With addition of James Gleason 
and Robert Armstrong to the cast 
of “Looking for Trouble,” Eddie 
Quillan’s next for Pathe, the com- 
pany indicates its intention to 
splurge this picture in hope of put- 
ting Quillan over permanently as @ 
star. 

Story is an original by Ben Hecht 
and Charles MacArthur, with dialog 
and adaptation by Walter De Leon 
and Russell Mack. Mack will also 
direct. ; 
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Wednesday, July 30, 1930 


LIGHT INVENTION IS 
AWARDED TO FOX C0. 


By a decision in N. Y. Supreme 
Court Justice Mullan the Fox Film 
Corp. has won the first round in 
a legal battle for the ownership of 
an invention for improving the re- 
cording of sound by means of light, 
which is estimated to be worth 
more than $5,000,000. The suit was 
trought against Elman B. Myers, 
who was employed as a research 
engineer in the Fox Studios in New 


York ard who has applied for a 
patent on his invention. He left 
the Fox studio three days after 
the manager had demanded that 
he assign the invention to the Fox 
company on the ground that he had 
discovered the process while em- 
ployed by the plaintiff at $150 a 
week. 

Myers arranged for outside cap-. 
jtal to take over the invention which 
Harris Hammond, who is negotiat- 
ing for it, has stated will be val- 
uable not only for sound recording 
but for general illumination pur- 
poses such as flood lights for air- 
ports, photography and television. 
It involves a new use of ultra-violet 
rays. Hammond has contracted to 
pay $100,000 cash and $50,000 a year 
royalties to Myers for the inven- 
tion, and has paid $5,000 for the 
option to acquire the discovery. 

Although Myers contended that 
he had already invented the new 
light method for sound recording 
before he went with Fox, and that 
he was employed there for the pur- 
pose of developing amplifiers, the 
Fox company offered affidavits by 
Myers’ associates that they helped 
him during the time he was em- 
pioyed in the Fox studio in de- 
veloping the present invention. He 
Cemanded millions of dollars from 
the Fox people as a condition of as- 
signing the invention before he 
quit and sought capital elsewhere. 

In deciding that the Fox people 
own the right to use the invention, 
Justice Mullan said that the Fox 
Film Corp. had made out a case 
of “sole beneficial ownership with 
respect to the application of light 
to the recordation of sound.” He 
said that the limits of the plain- 
tiff’s rights would be the obtaining 
of the exclusive right to use the 
invention during the life of the 
patent and any renewal for sound 
recording purposes. The court also 
ruied that Myers had made out a 
“prima facie case of sole right to 
the invention of the light.” 


Songsters and Asst. Dir. 
Taken in by Academy 


Hollywood, July 29. 

The Academy has voted to allow 
full membership to songwriters and 
assistant directors. The former 
goes into the writers’ branch of the 
Academy and the assistant directors 
into the directors’ division. 

Only music member up until now 
has been Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld, who 
came in as a director. 


100 Cents for Creditors of 
Latta, N. Y., Bankrupt 


Syracuse, N. Y., July 29. 
Creditors of the Investors Under- 


writing Corporation, a Garland 
Latta enterprise now in Bank- 
ruptecy Court, probably will realize 
full value on their claims, accord- 
ing to officials. Liabilities were 


placed at about $85,000 and assets, 
although they fluctuate from day to 
day with the stock market, indicate 
more than $100,000. 


Latta, held in county jail, with 
bail denied, is awaiting action on 
an appeal of his conviction on a 


grand larceny charge. He is under 
sentence to serve from two to four 
years. 

At the time Latta’s legal and fin- 
ancial difficulties became public, he 
had elaborate plans for a new the- 
atrical circuit up-state, with the 
Empire, Syracuse and Brighton in 
this city as the nucleus. 


“Cimarron’s” Femme Lead 


Los Angeles, July 29. 

Radio’s “Cimarron” goes_ into 
production Aug. 4. Camera work 
is not expected to be complete until 
Nov. 24. 

No femme lead has yet been-cast 
opposite Dix. Monday tests were 
being made of Irene. Dunne, of the 
home lot. 


Changing History 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Fox has issued orders to its 
publicity department that the 
term “covered wagon” is not 
to be used in connection with 
“The Big Trail’ on any adver- 
tising or publicity. Reason, of 
course, is to dodge any con- 
fusion in the public mind with 
Paramount’s “Covered Wagon,” 
released some years ago. 
As far as Fox is concerned 
the old time vehicles will be 
known as “pioneer wagons.” 


HEARST GOES FOR 
SWANSON CONTEST 


Through William Randolph 
Hearst’s friendship for Gloria Swan- 
son, the publisher has taken ad- 
vantage of the contest hookup on 
“What a Widow” (UA), with win- 
ners getting European trips, result- 
ing in most Hearst papers going for 
the stunt immediately. 

Interested in getting a further 
sock at the contests than originally 
planned by UA, Hearst and other 
publishers have asked that the con- 
tests be conducted in more cities 
than at first scheduled. 

Hearst also wants it for Seattle, 
while Paul Block wants Toledo in- 
cluded. The Syracuse “Herald” has 
made a bid for a contest in that 
city, 


Wrongful Sale of Picture 
To Con. F. I. Is Alleged 


The Chromotone Film Studies, 


,Inc., has applied in the N. Y. Su- 


preme Court for the appointment of 
a receiver for the property of the 
States Cinema Producing Corp. and 
“The Woman Who Was Forgotten,” 
Ine., and for an injunction restrain- 
ing the Consolidated Film Indus- 
tries and Charles S. Goetz, presi- 
dent of the States company from 
disposing of any of the films of 
“The Woman Who Was Forgteen,” 
or the proceeds of the film. 
Chromotone has a claim of $1,750 
against States Cinema for recording 
eight reels at $220 a reel and al- 
leges that the property of the cor- 
poration including the films, has 
been sold in violation of the law 


to the Consolidated Film Indu&- 
tries, of which Benamin Goetz is 
vice-president, for $65,000. The 
plaintiff contends that this trans- 
action was made to prevent the 
plaintiff and other creditors from 
collecting their claims. 


“Blind Husbands” Talking 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Eric Von Stroheim on returning 
here in October from abroad will 
reproduce “Blind Husbands” for 
Universal as a talker. 

It was written and directed by 
him 11 years ago for the same com- 
pany. 


ANDY CLYDE 


Featured in 
Mack Sennett Comedies 
W. O. CHRISTIANSON 
Personal Representative 


G. T. P. STARTS PATENT 
SUITS WITH RCA-R-K-0 


General Talking Pictures ap- 
parently is taking the W. E. appeal 
from the decision on the Reis 
patents on the discount and is ex- 
pected to file two new actions here 
in the Federal Court alleging patent 
infringement along similar lines as 
in the Stanley-W. E. action. One 
action will be against RCA, the 
other against R-K-O and Radio 
Pictures. 

Six patents it will be alleged are 
infringed in the RCA suit while in 
the R-K-O-Radio suit G. T. P. will 
claim 10 patents involved. Latter 
will be the first action brought on 


infringement of reproduction 
methods and patents. 
In each suit both the Reis 


patents will be named. Other pat- 
ents are by Dr. Lee DeForest. As in 
the Stanley suit G. T. P. will ask 
for an injunction and an account- 
ing with a judgment calling for 
damages. 


Liberty After Featured 
And Freelance Players 


Hollywood, July 29. 


Liberty Productions, recently or- 
ganized by H. M. Hoffman and the 
Halperin Bros., is going after stock 
and contract players with major 
studios. Company has lined up a 
number of featured people and has 
already secured a batch of free- 
lance actors including H. B. Warner, 
Harry Langdon, Lois Wilson, Nor- 
man Kerry, and Jean Hersholt. 
Company has been adding from two 
to three actors weekly. 

Hoffman, now in Europe estab- 
lishing offices and lining up inde- 
pendent thatres over there, is ex- 


pected back in about three weeks. 


ADELE BUFFINGTON 


STORY SUPERVISOR 
TIFFANY PRODUCTIONS 


Hollywood Incidents 


By Claude Binyon 


Hollywood, July 26. 

Why he came to Hollywood no 
one knew. The fabulous reports 
of wealth untapped in its picture 
studios, of gold awaiting only a 
body willing to stoop and pick it up, 
held no fascination for him. He was 
a violinist by art rather than pro- 
fession, and beyond his pure love 
for good music and appreciation of 
himself nothing seemed to interest 
him. 

Tagging behind him always, and 
affording incongruous contrasts 
with his fat, short body and the 
blunt fingers of a man infatuated 
with realities, was the violinist’s 
business manager. Three years ago 
he had attached himself firmly to 
the musician and had managed to 
live somehow on a part of the slim 
income which must first pass 
through his hands. There was no 
percentage arrangements; the mu- 
sician demanded only food, shelter, 
and an occassional renewal of ward- 
robe. It was well. 

After a month of impatient idling, 
waiting for a concert booking to be 
arranged by his manager, the musi- 
cian became fretful. 


Demanded an Audience 


“I must play,” he said. “I must 
play before an audience. Here in 
my room there is no response to my 
music. I lose ambition; my music 
suffers.” 

The manager shrugged his should- 


ers. .“‘Nobody wants you,” he re- 
torted. “They’re sick and tired of 
fiddlers. If we arrange a concert 


it'll be with our own money—and 
we haven’t enough.” 

“My music is good,” replied the 
violinist stiffly. 

“Certainly,” agreed his manager, 
“but it ain’t making us a living.” 

*T will play for nothing,” decided 
the musician. “I must have an audi- 
ence.” 

“They don’t want you,” the man- 
ager harped. “I went to a vaude- 
ville theatre here—” 

“A vaudeville theatre!” inter- 
jected the musician sharply. “You 
would surround me with acrobats 
and wire walkers—and—” 


The Call of Money 


Veins stood out in the musician's 
temples. He was fighting a violent 
urge to hurl a chair at his man- 
ager’s head; to grasp the short, 
thick neck with his long fingers and 
strangle the blundering fool. 

After a while his head dropped 
forward and he slumped in his chair. 
Anxiously the manager bent over 
him. 

“You ain’t sick are you?” he asked. 
The violinist waved him away. 

“T am just tired,” he said. ‘Tired 
and without ambition. We must re- 
turn to New York.” 

The manager shook his head in 
irritation. “We can’t go back,” he 
said., “We haven’t enough money. 


You haven’t been paid for playing 
since we came out here.” 

Wrathfully the musician bounded 
from his chair. “Lowbrow!” he 
shouted. “Money, money, money! 
You live it—eat it—sleep it! Now 
go out and get it. “He grasped the 
little man and shoved him from the 
room, slamming the door roughly, 

For a few moments rage and 
hatred ate at the little business 
manager’s heart as he stepped into 
the street, and he hurled mental 
ephithets at the absent head of his 
charge. Then, as always, the trace 
of an affectionate smile formed at 
the corners of his mouth. Deep 
within, buried almost to extinction, 
were respect and love for the man 
gifted in one of the arts. This same 
bit of emotional warmth had tied 
him to the musician when cold 
judgment had suggested that he 
turn elsewhere for profit. Small 
though it was, again it was inter- 
fering with his regard for logic. | 

Resolutely the little manager en- 
tered a pawn shop, and pulled his 
ring from his finger and his watch 
from his pocket. He bargained 
heatedly with the wizened propri- 
etor, and departed at length with 
$50 instead of his jewelry. 


Vaude Job Life Saver 

To the vaudeville theatre he went 
again, and spoke from the corner 
of his mouth to a placid gentleman 
in a shiny serge suit. The gentle- 
man seemed surprised at the proj- 
ect advanced by the little manager, 
but eventually nodded consent, 
When the manager left he was 
without the $50. 

Then home to the violinist’s room, 
to announce persuasively that the 
vaudeville theatre had reconsidered 
and would pay the musician $50 for 
an engagement of three days. The 
violinist’s sharp protests. slowly 
softened, then expired completely 
as anticipation of an audience in- 
duced pleasant contemplation. 

‘If someone of consequence hears 
me,” he declared at length, “your 
fool worries over money shall be at 
an end.” 

‘I hope so,” muttered the little 
manager. 

Came the opening matinee, and 
the musician, sniffing disdainfully 
appeared upon the stage as a cur- 
tain behind him descended to shut 
out a conglomeration of trick dogs. 
Nodding to the pianist in the pit, 
he closed his eyes and proceeded to 
pour his soul into the fragile in- 
strument he held. 

In the wings the little business 
manager watched and listened as 
from a throne. His sharp eyes had 
found no one of importance in the 
theatre, but the affectionate smile 
tilted the corners of his mouth and 
he swayed back and forth slightly. 
He seemed at peace with the world. 


“Fifty dollars,” he mumbled 
pleasantly, “‘shot to blazes.” 


Extras Prosper 


Hollywood, July 29. 

The mob had another good week 
in Hollywood, climaxing in a street 
fight among 400 Chicago gangsters, 
at the First Natianal lot Friday 
night. Archie Mayo handled them. 

Total placements for six days 
were 6,175, or 22% over par. 

Other big set of the week was 
also under Warner auspices: 337 
in a small town street for “Sit 
Tight” Tuesday, with Lloyd Bacon 
directing. 

Warners had the outstanding set 
the previous day in the Spanish 
wedding scene for “The Gay Cabal- 
lero,” using 108. 

Wednesday the big set was at 
Universal, a crowd of 153 for “East 
Is West” in a Chinese love boat 
scene. 


“Lincoln” on B’way at $2 

With UA’s “Hell’s Angels” go- 
ing into the Criterion Aug. 11, 
“Abraham Lincoln,” considered for 
the house for several weeks, will 
probably try a $2 run at the 
Central. 

It would follow U’s “All Quiet” 
into that house. No tentative open- 
ing dat2 yet set. 


Smith for “Mary” 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Stanley Smith is enrouts to New 
York where he will support Ed 
Wynn in “Manhattan Mary.” 
Picture will be produced at Para- 


mount’s Long Island studios. 


PUBLIX NEWSREEL IS 
UNDER INVESTIGATION 


Par-Publix has ordered its legal 
department to investigate the Pub- 
lix News Reel, 1560 Broadway. 

Par-Publix avers that the Publix 
News Reel is in no way connected 
with it and is not privileged to use 


the name Publix. 


Attention to the newly formed 
Publix News Reel, said to be @ 
publicity bureau, really, was first 
brought to the theatre circuit by 
vaude agents. They informed Par- 
Publix that Publix News Reel had 
demanded names of some of their 
artists. 

As far as known, Publix News 
Reel has produced no pictures nor 
news reels. 


More Shorts at U 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Universal is testing for the leads 
in a new series of two reelers Lpeee 
tatively titled “Lady of the Press. 
Production will be under supervision 
of Samuel Freedman, who alse 
supervises the “Leatherpushers.” 

Albert Kelley, directing the 
“Leatherpushers,” will direct the 
new string, making three of each 
group at a time. 

First “Lady of the Press” s0e& 
into production next week. 
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NOTHING but STARS 
Amazing 


Brand New Brand of 


SHORT PRODUCTIONS! 


Wednesday, July 30, 1930 


Every series has a box-office personality 
and an individuality of its own! Every 
series rates special mention in your adver- 
tising .. . newspaper . . . poster... . theatre 
lobby ... marquee... Nothing but stars. 


VARIETY 


For instance .. . To the léng list of stars already an- 
nounced Universal has added SLIM SUMMERVILLE 
comedy hit of “All Quiet on the Western Front.” 
This most unique comedian of the talking screen will do 
a series of ten 2-reel comedies for Universal and we 
promise you such merriment as has never yet graced 
your screen. WATCH FOR THE TITLE of the first of 
the series. With Eddie Gribbon, Pauline Garon and 
Stanley Blystone as major support. Directed by Al Ray. 


GEORGE SIDNEY and CHARLIE MURRAY of 
Cohens and Kellys fame are together in short produc- 
tions. Ten 2-reelers, each made with the same careful 
attention in the interest of fun that has marked their 
careers in the longer pictures. Their main object is laughs! 


if OSWALD, Universal’s Luck Cartoon Rabbit 
never did anything funnier than take off his head and 
put it back on again when the proper moment arrived, 
he'd still hold his place as the scream of the screen. But 


now he talks in Universal's new series and how he talks! 


in FANNY THE MULE you will see a brand new 
cartoon comedy series. FANNY does things with her 
heels and her sly, knowing eyes and ears that are 


- really astounding for a mere pen-and-ink animule. 


Animated by the same gang who gave you Oswald! 


Very unusual, very fast and very, very funny. Full 
sound effects. . 


STRANGE AS IT SEEMS, the thirteen short novelties 
in color which Universal is giving to you this year are 
almost unbelievable, and yet they are actually true. 
Based on the original newspaper cartoons of John Hix, 
syndicated throughout the country. 


Which popular sport provides the most romance, 
glemour, fun and general entertainment? Check and 
double check, Mr. Bones. The prize-ring is right. And 
we will prove it with the new LEATHERPUSHER series 
of two-reel talking pictures now in production. There'll 
be ten of them, each a slam-bang, high-class modern 
romance in itself, with KANE RICHMOND, as Kid 
Roberts, and Sally Blane, Nora Lane, Sam Hardy and 
Jerry the Greek. Directed by Al Kelley . . . with the 
kind of dialogue that Harry C. Witwer made famous. 


UNIVERSAL’S TALKING NEWSREEL with 
GRAHAM McNAMEE as the TALKING REPORT- 
ER is the only talking newsreel that gives you real 
news while it's “hot.” It you haven't yet heard 
GRAHAM McNAMEE’S dramatic voice describe 
the thrilling, exciting and interesting events as they 
eppear on the screen you. are missing one of the big 
treats in the entertainment field. McNamee as the 
talking reporter has taken hold of the movie-going 
people in much the same manner as he has captured 
the radio fan. There really is only one McNAMEE... 
there is only one TALKING NEWSREEL... and 
Universal has both. A big attraction . . . a thrilling 
entertainment... and the only talking newsreel which 
gives you real news while it is news. 65 of America’s 
leading newspapers in every section. of the country 
cooperate to make it so. 


‘Look At These Stars! 
GRAHAM McNAMEE 
SLIM SUMMERVILLE 
GEORGE SIDNEY 
CHARLIE MURRAY 
EDDIE GRIBBON 
STANLEY BLYSTONE 
KANE RICHMOND 
SALLY BLANE 
PAULINE GARON 
JACK WHITE 
JOAN MARSH 
SAM HARDY 
NORA LANE 
JOHN HIX 
OSWALD 
FANNY 


and others 


“to be announced 
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Atlanta (Ga.) Georgian (Robert G. Nixon.). “‘ Under a 
Texas Moon ...itis Warner Bros. first all-talking, sing- 
ing outdoor picture in Technicolor. When we say Tech- 


nicolor we mean color. Out in Texas, if you must know, . 


they. waggle some dazzling scenery.” | 5 


Butte (Mont.) Standard. “On With the Shpw... cies a 
lavish; spectacle for the eye. The colors by; this new 
Technicolor process take on an enlarged variety ex- 
tended to shades hitherto not obtained . . - — 
without being garish.” 

Denver (Colo.) Post. ‘‘Gold Diggers of B way ve 
the entire production is in natural color by the Techni- 
color process, blended in the most er taste.” 


Detroit (Mich.) News. “Song of the West. . Tech- 


_nicolor effects are superbly handled. One shot. of the 


San Francisco water front in the early days stands out 
in particular as one of the most Rembrand 
the screen has ever presented.” 


ae “Under a Texas Moon is. a. 
_ convincing argument for Tech- 
Ss nicolor. Costume drama of the 
colorful border country gains 
in realism as it is released from 
the black-and-white medium.” 


Hartford (Conn.) Times. “Sally... but in the present 
Technicolor production she is even more lovely.” 


Indianapolis (Ind.) News. ‘Under a Texas Moon... 
the Technicolor process, by which the whole picture 
was photographed, gives the eye a magnificent treat, 
for western scenery is, after all, what westerners insist 
it is.” 


Louisville (Ky.) Courier Journal. “‘ The Rogue Song.’. 
Technicolor enhances the pictorial valye of the film 
considerably.” 


‘ 


Long Beach (Calif.) Press-Telegram dias Wick- 


ham). “Paramount on Parade ... you can expect even 
more gorgeous scenic effects via Technicolor than you 
have ever seen.” 

Los Angeles (Calif.) Express (Monroe Lathrop). “Gen- 
eral Crack . .. Technicolor adds glamour ta cathedral 
scenes.’ 


Los Angeles (Calif.) Examiner. “Hold Everything aa 
color photography adds the final touch of realism to 
the talking screen.” 


Newark (N. J.) Ledger (Jerome Kurtz). ‘“‘Paramount 
on Parade ... those marvelous Technicolor episodes ... 
‘Dream Girl’ and ‘The Rainbow Revels’ are two out- 
standing scenes enriched with smart colorings.” 


New Bedford (Mass.) Mercury. “Gold Diggers of 
Broadway . .'. gorgeous and amazing in the beauty 
and fidelity to nature of its natural color. The many 
colors and tints were thrown upon the s¢reen with 
absolutely realistic effect.” 

New Orleans (La.) Times-Picayune. “On With the 
Show . .. is no more to be compared with the previous 
color film than the gaudy cover of a cheap magazine is 
to be compared with the fine coloring plates in the 
National Geographic Magazine.” 


New Orleans (La.) Tribune. “The Vagabond King... 
one of the most beautiful as well as one of the most 
spectacular of photoplays. Its beauty and graphic 
coloring is outstanding even in this day of film miracles.” 


ue shots . 3 


‘Houston (Texas) Ghronicle. 


Box-Office performance 
the verdict 


New Orleans (La.) Item Tribune (Margaret Lee). 
TheVagabond King ...entirely in perfect Technicolor. 


New York (N.Y.) Sun (John S. Cohen, Jr.). “Bride of 
the Regiment . . , another highly lighted, onruned 


Technicolor. operetta.” 


New York (N.Y.) \Guniaicnin (Regina Crewe). 


Vagabond King . . . photographed entirely in Techut 


color, its eye-filling wonders never cease. Its pris- 


matic brilliance is a lyric in color. ‘Each setting is an 
achivyerent. 
York (N. ) News (Irene Thirer). “Sally .. 
with Technicolor in its loveliest nue” 


New York N. Y.) American’ (Regina “The 
Rogue Song . . . the Technicolor in which the picture 
has been filmed throughout is more nearly perfect from 


start to’ finish than any which occurs to memory.” 


New York (N.Y.) Herald Tribune (Marguerite Taze- 


laar).. ‘King of Jazz ... an eye-filling spectacle done 


in ‘Technicolor . . . pastel shades . . . as lovely as 


‘reality and as June.” — 


New York (N. Y.) Times (Mordaunt Hall). “King of 
Jazz... this Technicolor potpourri of songs, dancing 
and fun is a marvel of camera wizardry, joyous color 
schemes, charming costumes and seductive lighting 
effects.” 


New York (N. Y.) Variety. “‘Glorifying the American 
Girl. Its Technicolor scenes are not only lavish but 
beautiful, giving the picture the real Ziegfeld touch.”” 


Portland (Me.) Express. ‘‘The Vagabond King . . 
hewilderingly beautiful, with its gorgeous Technicolor 
treatments . that the of mere words can- 
not do justice.” 


Portland (Ore.) News. “Glorifying the American Girl 
| wealth of color.” 


Providence (R. I.) News-Tribune. ‘Puttin’ on the Ritz 

. some of the numbers are in Technicolor, the ‘Alice 
in Wonderland’ scene, particularly, being tremendously 
effective in the way in which the camera, catches i“. 


Richmond (Va.) News. “The Rogue Song... is in 
Technicolor and more beautiful color would be hard to 
find. Worthy of some old master.” 


St. Petersburg (Fla.) Independent. “Sally . «+. Miss 
Miller’s blonde beauty photographs splendidly in Tech- 
nicolor and she is just as pretty and just as attractive 
as she is in real life.” 


Salt Lake (Utah) Tribune. “Sally .. . made entirely in 
natural color by: the Technicolor process ... rich and 
colorful to a degree which is said to be unequalled in 
the history of the screen.’ 


Tecome (Wash.) Ledger (L. L. Clemens). “Rio Rita... 
the closing: scenes of the picture which take place on 
a: barge are a riot of ‘color, Technicolor photography 
giving it all a richness that cannot be gainsaid.” 


‘Tacoma (Wash.) News (Alice Simpson). “Filmed en- 
tirely in Technicolor, The Vagabond King is one of the 
most lavishly staged to reach the screen.” 


Wash. (D.C.) Star. “Song of the West ... this picture 
might well be called the most successful undertaking to 
date of Technicolor.” | 
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VARIETY 35 


How Milwaukee Lines Up on Film 


Product and Houses for Season 


Milwaukee, July 29. 
Who will play what in Milwaukee 


the next season? 

Never has there been 50 much 
conjecture as to what product will 
pe played in the various houses as 


ow. 
7 Fox holds the key to the situa- 
tion. Not until Harold Fitzgerald, 
general manager, announces what 
his product is, will the balance of 
the downtown first runs be able to 

a pick. 

awd a of course, assured of Fox 
15% of Paramount. The Fox chain 
can alse have Metro for the asking, 
but the conundrum arising is where 
it will play all of the product. Fox 
now has three downtown first runs, 
put the Merrill goes out of exist- 
ence Sept. 1, leaving Fox_with two, 
Wisconsin and Strand, Wisconsin 


will use 52 pictures, changing 
weekly, but 40 will be top at the 
Strand. 


The rumor persists that Fox will 
relieve R-K-O of the red dripping 
Palace, but that is still in the ru- 
mor stage. 

If Fox doesn’t. get the R-K-O 
house then Radio must fortify it- 


‘self more strongly than ever be- 


cause it has so far only Radio’s 32 
and Columbia's 20 for the Palace 
and Riverside. Since the Riverside 
takes 52 a year it needs product, 
and it is rumored that Warners will 
supply a part of this, at least until 
its new house opens around next 
Easter. 

Universal's Alhambra thus far has 
only Universal's 20 to play, but it 
is certain that the 25% of Para- 
mount still outstanding will go to 
this house, which wili also get 4 
bit of Warners, possibly, 

Brin’s Position 

The two Brin hcuses, Garden and 
Majestic, seem to be waiting. Brin's 
Warner franchise is said to be 
washed up. He may take some of 
the big Warners prior to the open- 
ing of the new house, but it is 
doubtful. 

As Brin played the.last Del Rio 
and Gish films from United Artists, 
it is said he has weaned that prod- 
uct away from R-K-O. If Brin has 
the U. A. lineup he has about 
enough for his Garden, the long-run 
house here. 

There is a rumor First National 
1s flirting with Brin. This is given 
credence as he already has bought 
“Numbered Men” and “Road to 
Paradise.” He will gét the F. N. 
stuff until the new Warner opens 
at least. 

Brin always has been the dark 
horse and has pulled the unexpected 
in the line of grabbing product. His 
coups have kept his houses in the 
money in the three years he has 
been here. Last season he picked 
the Warner specials and big Tif- 
fanys for plenty of money while 
others were in the red. He also 
had the big Metro money pictures— 
the four Shearers. 

It is said that Metro looks kindly 
om the Brin houses if Fox doesn’t 
take its product, and betting is two 
to one that Brin will play the Metro 
and United Artists products next 
Season should Fox pull out. If this 
is the case, Warners, which got its 
first break in the Brin houses in 
downtown Milwaukee, will go by 
the boards. 

Another angle that has presented 
itself is that the Palace will resume 
Stage shows to fight off the Wiscon- 
Sin leadership if Fox doesn’t take 
that house. 

Thus far, it seems, the only two 
Products definitely out in the cold 
next seaeson as far as this burg is 
concerned are Pathe and Tiffany. 


“Animal Crackers” 

Marx Bros., 
ae with opening date tentatively 
tar Aug. 28. “The Lottery Bride” 
‘ ) is next for the Rivoli, open- 
ng Probably Aug. 7, 
a Widow” (UA) follows 
Crackers” at the Rialto 
n Whoopee” UA) follows “Lot- 
tery Bride” at the Rivoli. 


(Par), with 
is next at the 


CHI FILM BIZ AT EBB 


oni Chicago, July 29. 
ieee row business was at the 
wae ebb of the year last week. 
Wests Seasonal result of warm 
oat r, normal summer closings 
10ldoffs on contracts until ac- 


ve buying swings around. 


Y. MUSICIANS’ LOCAL 


MAKING UP NEW SCALE 


At the annual meeting of Local 
802 of the A. F. M. to discuss a 
change of prices and conditions for 
musicians, the resolution to adopt 
a five-day week was defeated by a 
vote of 393 to 118. Resolution was 
heatedly debated for two hours be- 
fore it was defeated, with it being 
pointed out that the local could not 
expect a musician who worked a 
one-session engagement of about 
two hours daily to work enly five 
days a week. 

The three-year contract with legit 
theatres, which recently expired, 
has been renewed for another three 
years at the same scale. 

Contracts which have expired and 
not as yet renewed by the local are 
those with the class picture presen- 
tation houses and with vaudeville 
houses. 

New conditions and scales have 
been agreed upon by the union for 
the latter two types of houses, but 
as yet the circuits have not been 
informed as to them. It is expected 
that the union wil hold a meeting 
at the end of this week, when it 
will present the scale. vi 

The union is keeping secret the 
new scale which it intends to place 
before vaudeville and presentation 
houses. 


INDIANA PUBLIX DIV. 
H. KATZ IN CHARGE 


Chicago, July 29. 

Decided that Indiana will be con- 
ducted as a separate division of the 
Publix-Great States chain. Harry 
Katz becomes divisional director of 
the state in New York, with J. J. 
Rubens remaining as divisional di- 
rector of Illinois, also in New York. 

Bob Sternberg, formerly in the 
New England territory, comes in as 
divisional manager of Indiana, with 
headquarters in Chicago. Henry 
Stickelmaier remains as_ district 
manager. 


Gildersleeve Badly Hurt in 
Car Crash; Salesman Killed 


Kingston, N. Y., July 29. 
J. Gildersleeve, 43, man- 
ager of Reade’s Broadway and 
Kingston theatres here, was seri- 
ously injured last week in an auto- 
mobile accident which cost R. H. 
Truelson, salesman of Copigue, 
L. I., his life. 

Gildersleeve and Truelson were 
heading toward Albany, shortly 
after midnight, when the former's 
cabriolet crashed into a truck on the 
Saugerties road, short distance 
north of here. Truelson was hurled 
several feet, meeting instantaneous 
death. Gildersleeve, severely cut 
and bruised, was rushed to the 
Kingston Hospital. 

The driver of the truck, headed 
south, told District Attorney F. G. 
Travers that he pulled to one side 
of the road as Gildersleeve’s ma- 
chine approached. 

Gildersleeve is married and is the 
father of two children. 

x 


Elbert 


Saenger Continues to 
Play Sundays in Miss. 


New Orleans, July 29. 

Notwithstanding threats of se- 
questrating all property of the 
Saenger Circuit in Mississippi, if it 
played shows on Sunday in that 
State, the Saenger’s Strand at Gulf- 
port has been giving Sunday pic- 
tures, 

Local American Legion Post stood 
behind the unmglested perform- 
ances. 


Chi’s Zoning Meet 


Chicago, July 29. 

Zoning committee met yesterday 
(28) and a settlement loomed, Until 
that meeting nothing had been set- 
tled. 

Dissenters are said to have got- 
ten together on two controversial 
points, give-aways and double fea- 
tures. In both cases a 12-week lapse 
was being sought, but likely to be 
trimmed to 10 or eight. 


JED DOOLEY 


“The International Artist” 


Has appeared in every cvilizéd 
country in the world—and in some 
parts of the Bronx. 

Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 
AGENCY and WEBER-SIMONS. 

Permament address: 15819 72d 
avenue, Flushing, L. L Phone Re- 
public 5867J. 


CONN. MLP.T.O. AGAINST 
ALLIED AFFILIATION 


New Haven, July 29. 

Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of Connecticut has elected Harry L. 
Lavietes, president; Abraham Fish- 
man, first vice; C. D. Hess, second 
vice; Joseph L. Shulman, treasurer; 
Edward G. Levey, exec secretary; 
Jacob B. Fishman (chairman), 
Barney Calechman, Harold 
Eskin, Selig Fishman, I. J. Hofft- 
man, Adolph Johnson, E. M. Loew, 
James T. Mahoney, Albert Robbins, 
Maurice Shulman and Hershel 
Stuart, board of directors. 

MPTO appointed a committee to 
function with the legislature on all 
matters affecting the owners and 
went on record as opposed to af- 
filiation with the Allied States As- 
sociation. 

Also named a commitee to study 
the state zoning and protection sit- 
uation. 


Fox Calls Off Billboard 
Ads Until Adjusted 


All billboard advertising for thea- 
tres has been classed as n. ig. by 
the new management of Fox Thea- 
tres. A general order cancelling all 
the b. a. stuff was issued when it 
was discovered that the old William 
Fox managers had contracted for 
such advertising just prior to the 
change of control and that some of 
the contracts included advertising 
for houses that were dark, 


New ruling does not mean that 
the b. a. stuff will go owt altogether. 
It does mean, however, Fox Theatres 
will seek a readjustment of the 
contracts and sites with the ex- 
pense of $10,000 weekly amply cut 
down, 


Useless Checking 


System of checking com- 
petitor houses has been banned 
by Fox Theatres. Looks like 
one of those ethical slaps, for 
in official announcement from 
Fox h. q. it was given that the 
circuit will not stand in the 
way of its competitor operators 
who wish to keep checking 
Fox houses. Inside is that the 
new Fox management has 
found that the checking system 
which just about has grown 
into a film custom is a habit 
that’s not worth its cost from 
a biz standpoint and from 
every other angle is not de- 
sirable. 


R-K-0 MAY PLAY VAUDE 
IN SOME B & P HOUSES 


The first of the Bratter & Pollak 
houses to open under the R-K-O 
banner will be the Pickwick, Green- 
wich, Conn., with straight pictures 
from Aug. 10 for the balance of the 
summer, and vaude probably later. 

All of the eight Bratter-Pollak 
houses in New York, Connecticut 
and New Jersey are equipped to 
play acts. With one or two possible 
exceptions they will be operated 
under vaudfilm policies, booked from 
the Family Department. 

Deal for control of the string of 
eight was officially closed by R-K-O 
Friday, with control dating from 
then. 

Joseph De Lorenzo, manager for 
R-K-O at Mt. Vernon, will manage 
the Greenwich houses, with R. H. 
Emde division director over the 
Greenwich and New York houses 
(three), and Joe Josephson, now 
manager of the Capitol, Union Hill, 
N. J., assuming direction of the five 
in the New Jersey group, 


Used Circus to Ballyhoo 
And Did Tent Mob Burn! 


St. Paul, July 29. 
Vaude exploitation in the nth de- 
gree put over by Ray O’Connell, 
R-K-O Orpheum manager, who in- 
vaded Sells-Floto big top with 
crew of urchins to distribute her- 
alds boosting his show. : 
By the time show folks found out 
what was going on and caught up 
with O'Connell to throw him out, 
the 10,000 ballyhoos were all gone. 
Objections came furiously from cir- 
cus boys when all that paper com- 
plicated the cleanup problem. 


Exhib’s Family Does Its 
Own Strike Breaking 


Dubuque, Ia., July 29. 

Times ars so hard in the Dream- 
land and Liberty theatres here that 
Ben Levenson, owner, decided to 
cut his projection booth shifts from 
eight to six hours a day—and re- 
duce salaries proportionately. The 
operators walked out, claiming 
violation of their contract. Leven- 
son is operating the machine in the 
Dreamlend and his son at the Lib- 
erty. Business no worse than usual. 


PUBLIX CUT 
EXCESS HELP 


Publix’s drive to shake out excess 
help which through close figuring 
can be done without, has already 
resulted in a few notices and var- 
ious transfers, with jobs eliminated. 
The retrenchment campaign, char- 
acterized by Sam Katz as one to 
“put the Pubiix house in order 
same as one cuts down on unneces- 
sary expenses after moving into a 
new home,” ought to result in an 
estimated saving of between $6,000 
and $7,000 a week when it is over, 
it is said on the inside. 


Among notices are those to 15 ad- 
vertising and publicity district men, 
who, with those jobs wiped out, will 
be taken care of as house managers. 
Another notice is to Gene Finley, 
with Publix off and on 18 years and 
for the past two in charge of unit 
details in the advertising and pub- 
licity department. Finley may be 
switched to another department, 
with Sam Palmer assuming Finley's 
former work under A. M. Botsford. 


Reported notice going to Vivian 
Moses, business-building specialist. 


Clerks, stenos and office boys out 
in various departments. 


Home Office Oke~ 


Aside from the 15 district ad and 
publicity men, realignments of the 
12 divisions in Publix so far as 
ftheatres directly are concerned, 
have not been completed, it is un- 
derstood. The main retrenchment 
will be in the theatres, with ass’t 
megrs. ushers and other help dis- 
pensed with where that may be 
done without handicapping opera- 
tion. 

It has been discovered that not 
very much cutting can be effected 
at the home office, with some de- 
partments reported almost “down 
to the bone.” 


Katz asked everyone in Publix 
operating activities to forward sug- 
gestions on paring of excess ex- 
penditures, setting a date when 
these must be in. If they do not 
come, the Publix Cost Control Com- 
mittee formed several months ago 
will take care of the work without 
the aid of the local chiefs, 


ALL FOX W. C. DEPT. TO 
BE UNDER ONE ROOF 


Los Angeles, July 29. 

All Fox departments here, with 
every division of theatre operation, 
are to be centralized under one 
reef. Several buildings of the new 
Fox studio ends now under con- 
struction are to be devoted to offices 
for this purpose. Includes Fanchon 
& Marco offices and film buying. 

About eight buildings will be 
turned over to the theatre end alone. 
These are figured to cost about §$1,- 
000,000 for construction. 


R-K-0 Scale Cutting 
For 3 Chicago Houses 


Chicago, July 29. 
New price scale goes into effect 
Aug. 2 in R-K-O loop houses. Prin- 
cipal changes are a Saturday mati- 
nee rate for the Palace and Sunday 


afternoon rate for Palace, State- 
Lake and Woods. 
Instead of 85c and 75c, respec- 


tively, for the Palace and State- 
Lake all day Sunday, rate will be 
50c to 2 p. m. 


Saturday schedule cuts Palace to 
35c to 3 p. m., from 50c, and 50c 
from 3 to 5 p. m, 

Rate at the Woods cut from 85ce 
Saturday and Sunday to 60 until 
2p. m. 

Bargain price hours at the State- 
Lake also lengthened to 3 p. m. for 
the minimum and 6:30 for the upper 
afternoon scale. 


Fox Sells Folly 


Folly, Brooklyn, a Fox house for 
20 years, has been sold to Harry 
Traub, owner of the Grand opera 
house, New York, and the Tivoli, 
Brooklyn, both indie vaudfilm houses, 

Traub will operate the Folly on 
the same lines. 

Folly was operated by Fox as a 
vaudfilm house until recently, when 


closed because of lack of biz. 
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describes this supreme melodrama — one of the 
Warner Bros. big money attractions for 1930-31 « 
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The hazardous year of 1917 lives 
again in this supreme melodrama. 


You see a desperate conflict 
waged not by the physical daring 
of armies but by the steel- keen 
wits of spies. 


You see men and women 
engaged in breathtaking ente r- 
prises in enemy cities, the con- 
sequences of which hold the 
destiny of nations. 


You see a woman of siren 
charm lure the man she loves to 
destruction. 


POWERFUL is the one word 
to describe this tremendous dra- 
ma of the European spy system. 


CONSTANCE BENNETT 
ERIC VON STROHEIM 


Anthony Bushell,William Courtenay, Crauford 
Kent, Charlotte Walker, William Holden. 


From the play by Anthony Paul Kelly. 
Adapted by Oliver H. P. Garrett. 
Directed by Roy Del Ruth. 


WARNER BROS. 1930-31 PRODUCTIONS 


BIGGER THAN THE BIGGEST — — BETTER THAN THE BEST! 
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400 Theatres in Booking Circuits 
Not Set with Exchanges on Basis 


Chicago, July 29. 
Rise of booking circuits for long 
strings of indie houses has film ex- 
changes edged off on how to sell 
with the new sales season swinging 
in. 


Coston circuit, newly formed or- 
ganization by Essaness with 135 
houses, and the string (for buying) 
headed by Aaron Saperstein, piace 
around 400 theatres in this class, 


Problem with the exchanges is 
whether they want to make all-in- 
clusive contracts. Radio is reported 
ready to deal with all booking cir- 
cuits on that basis, taking chances 
on the inner market bid for all 
houses. 


Some of the other exchanges are 
known to be shying off on houses 
included in the list which they 
otherwise would not play because of 
the low rental. 


On the credit end, exchanges are 
agreeably inclined toward all three 
circuits: Essaness with Emil Stern 
as president; Coston, well-estab- 
lished booking figure, and Saper- 
stein, leader among the independ- 
ents. 

With centralized buying, it will 
be a scrap for lower rentals by the 
booking circuits but likely in the 
end to be an even break. 


FOX CITY, 14TH ST., 
SET AS 15c GRIND 


City theatre, old Fox house, on 
14th street, New York, is to be re- 
opened for pictures by Fox Thea- 
tres. Policy will be a grind at 15c 
on a daily change policy. 

Theatre is one of the first operated 
by William Fox. For many years 
it served as the magnate’s ace house 
until the Roxy was acquired on 
Broadway and the Academy, two 
doors away from the City, was built 
as a downtown deluxer. 

Following, the opening of the 
Academy the City went into Jewish 
stock and still later into stock bur- 
lesque. It has been closed now for 
about two months. 

Refitting of the house which will 
get under way within a week will 
net Fox Theatres two houses in 
operation on the doww#fttown street, 
where the only other circuit house 
is the Jefferson (R-K-O). 

City seats about 2,000 and has two 
balconies. No extensive alterations 
are planned. 

Layout as planned now is for an 
all-talker program that will include 
one feature, two 2-reel shorts, two 
i-reel shorts and a newsreel. On 
certain days two newsreels will: be 
shown, Show is planned to run 
about two and one-half hours. 


Ben Noble Takes One 


In the comeback of local indies 
Tor box office Ben Noble, one of the 
jJeaders, has added the Embassy, 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y., to his list. 


Small Chi Century Sues 
B. & K. Over Use of Name 


Chicago, July 29. 

Fred A. Gilford, indie owner of 
the Century theatre on W. Madison 
st., is suing Publix-B. & K. in U. 
&. court over a similarity of names. 

The circuit operates the B. & K. 
Century on the north side, a 3,200 
seat house, four times the size of 
Gilford’s Century several miles 
away. 

Gilford wants an injunction re- 
straining Publix from using the 
name, and also an accounting. B. 
& K.-Publix got the name in Feb- 
ruary, formerly being known as the 
Diversey, at that time being taken 
over from the Ascher brothers. Gil- 
ford claims he used the name long 
before. 

This is the second unit against 
B. & K. over theatre names. Owner 
of an indie house, the Chicago, on 
lower State st., claimed he had 
that name before B. & K. used it 
for the ace Chicago in the loop. 


TIFF’S LEGIT RELEASES 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Having completed all of its ’29-’30 
program of 26 pictures, Tiffany 
will be ready to start releasing this 
batch by September. 


Publix Drastic Cutting 
In Denver Make Carr 


Denver, July 29. 
In line with the Publix policy of 
cutting expenses to the bone the 
local Publix house, Denver, has 


given notice to seven employes, in- 
cluding two musicians, three ushers, 
one treasurer and the publicity 
manager, Selby Carr, who was 
brought here two months ago in an 
effort to wrest patronage from other 
houses, lost at the time the Denver 
discontinued stage shows. 

Local fans like stage shows as 
was shown strongly at the time the 
Denver tried to cut expenses and 
ditched the Publix revues. Patron- 
age fell off alarmingly. In self- 
defense the house was forced to re- 
instate the orchestra and put back 
the personal appearances. By that 
time natives were plenty sore at 
having to pay former prices for pic- 
tures only. Crowds were small. 

At the same time two other houses 
were giving stage shows and were 
doing good business. The Orpheum 
had R-K-O vaude and the Tabor 
was and is now using Fanchon & 
Marco ddeas; to these places the 
crowds were going. Bringing the 
orchestra and stage shows back to 
the Denver did not bring the cash 
customers back and at this stage, 
about two months ago, Carr was 
brought here to turn the trick. 

And how Carr did it has been the 
talk of the town. Starting out to 
regain the good will of the business 
men he joined the junior Chamber of 
Commerce and proceeded to “sell” 
the theatre to the merchants. Win- 
dow displays and tieups were freely 
given and Denver stores co-operated 
freely with the house. 

When news got around that Carr 
had been given his notice nearly 40 
letters were sent to the home office 
in New York protesting his removal. 
Letters were-written by the gov- 
ernor of Colorado, mayor of Denver, 
and many other officials in addition 
to protests by business men. The 
junior Chamber of Commerce unani- 
mously ordered its secretary to ex- 
press its disapproval. 

Carr will no doubt be transferred 
back east. 


Academy’s New Manager 


Academy, Fox’s 14th street, New 
York, house, has a new manager in 
the person of Frank Steffey. Stef- 
fey’s appointment came with a re- 
organization of the Academy’s staff 
which followed shortly after Harry 
Arthur imitiated the new straight 
film policy at lower rates. 

Charles Kurzman, Arthur’s aide- 
de-camp, is at present supervising 
the former deluxer. 


FRANK ELDRIE 
FISHER and GILMORE 


“THE BASHFUL ROMEO” 


You might say “International 
Artists.” 

Australia, France, England, South 
Africa, India, Ceylon and Egypt 
last season. And they liked us. 
Around the world and back to 


LEDDY & SMITH 


INDIES AWAIT TERMS 
FOR OPERATORS’ SCALE 


For the first time local exhibitor 
organizations are awaiting with 
eagerness the presentation by the 
operators’ union of its regular in- 


crease in rates. Heard to be around 
20% the exhibs are armed with 
alibis and alternatives and, last 
but not the end, is 100% declara- 


ftion for open shop if all fail. 


At the Theatre Owners Chamber 
of Commerce, the operator situa- 
tion is regarded as strictly an eco- 
nomic one this season, which will 
have to be solved within union 
ranks or meet complete indifference. 
on the part of theatre owners. 
The gradual elimination of the 
disc system for sound on film has 
made two shifts of men in th? aver- 
age booth unnecessary, they claim. 
Either the unions eliminate half of 
the present force of operators and 
jack the scale of those remaining 
up another 20% or retain both shifts 
but reduce the present scale all- 
round by 20%. 

That’s the dictum of the New 
York theatre indies just now. 
Officially, it is estimated, the 
number of theatres in Greater New 
York now operating open shop is 
120, 


Late for Nites 


Denver, July 29. 
More grief for the theatres here. 
Night baseball will start at the 
Western League park soon. 
Experiment. 
Pretty late in season and nights 


get cool early in September. 


FRED 


working in 


PICTURES. 


SANTLEY 


Appeared on the stage in “Funny Face,” “Present Arms,” “Hello 
Daddy,” “Happy Johnnie Hix,” “Time, Place and the Girl,” but now 


“LEATHERNECKING” 
opposite Lilyan Tashman, under the direction of Eddie Cline for RADIO 


Film Reviews 


(Continued from page 17) 


Symphony in 2 Flats 


sion—with Jacqueline Logan in 
place of Benita Hume—will be is- 
sued there, 

For English exhibs the film should 
be worth considering on Novello’s 
name; he has some sort of a fol- 
lowing in the sticks. Regarded as 
a straight picture it is much too 
labored to be more than a fairly 
g00d Quota booking, although it 
must be said it’s a long stretch bet- 
ter than a lot of the home product. 

Story tells how a musician with 
ambitions on symphonies goes blind 
through overwork. He has a pretty 
wife, who turns down the atten- 
tions of the guy in the flat below. 
The blind husband fails to win a 
competition which would have made 
his name, so the lover, really a 
kind-hearted sort of fellow, hands 
him a check and makes believe he’s 
won. 

On the night when the winning 
symphony is relayed over the radio 
the trio listen in. The musician 
hearing it is not his piece, recovers 
his sight for a few seconds, suspects 
his wife of infidelity and clears out. 
Later he makes a living writing jazz. 
His wife, however, won’t live with 
the other man, and on the night 
when his syncopated symphony 
scores aces at its premiere returns 
to him. At first he believes she’s 
merely come to say good-by; he 
realizes finally they can be recon- 
ciled, which they are. 

Settings are above usual British 
standard. There’s one sequence, 
which codes popular jazz numbers, 
which is quite bright satire. The 
film is swamped with dialog, carries 
a lot too much mush, and the No- 
vello profile doing pathetic stuff 
isn’t calculated to reduce the treacle 
in the tart. 

Too much footage is occupied 
with fiddling at the piano, and the 
throes of symphony conceiving are 
given in too much detail. 

Ivor Novello is just Ivor Novello 
in the star role. If you like it, it’s 
okay. But if profiles don’t mean 
a thing, you’ll spot the histrionic 
blemishes. Benita Hume is just 
there as the wife, but she dresses 
a sight better than most of the Eng- 
lish players. Cyril Ritchard is not 
too well photographed as the lover. 
Clifford Heatherley, one of the finest 
eccentric stage or screen actors 
this side, gives point to a caricature 
sketch of a music publisher, a pol- 
ished piece of work. Chap. 


ROUGH WATERS 


Warner Bros.’ production and release, 
with Rin-Tin-Tin. Cast includes Lane 


Chandler, Jobyna Ralston, Edmund 


‘Breese, Walter Morris, Bill Irving, George 
Rigon, Richard Alexander and Skeets 
Noyes. Original story and adaptation by 
James A, Starr. Directed by John 
Daumery. W.E. recorded. At Loew’s 
New York, New York, half of double bill, 
one day, July 22. Running time, 46 
minutes. 


Okay for the double feature pro- 
grams. Stuff is.mostly unreal and 
the story is just a group of situa- 
tions hooked together to show how 


| far Rinty can leap and how well he 


can swim. Directing the dog in the 
matter-of-fact way that the animal 
is handled here will injure the ap- 
peal. The dog is made to respond 
too directly to orders. Picture 
couldn’t have cost much to pro- 
duce. 

Miss Ralston appears wuncon- 
vincingly as a neat, well-dressed 
and soft-spoken girl in a dinky 
fishing hut, where she is supposed 
to have drudged a long time. 

Edmund Breese does the best, but 
his lines are weak. Story about a 
girl who is in love with a motor 
cop, who, with the aid of a dog, 
captures three murderers after the 
latter had taken possession of the 
girl’s household and her paralytic 
father. Nothing much to the shoot- 
mg nor the fighting here. Record- 
ing is good and photography okay. 


Miracle of the Wolves 


(Silent) 


Production not credited. Independently 
distributed. Directed by Raymond Bernard. 


Cast includes Vanni Marcoux, Charles 
Dullin and R. Maupain. At Sth Ave. 
Playhouse, New York, week July 27. Run- 
ning time, 73 minutes, 


In French this title might be 
given as “Le Miracle des Loups.” 
This is a literal translation to offer 
possible identification, as neither 
producer nor distributor is by-lined. 
Obviously French made and with 
a French historical setting of the 
15th century that smacks of histori- 
cal authenticity but n. g. for Amer- 
ican b. o. except the sure-seater 
arty—and then only from the his- 
torical angle. In France, however, 
it ought to fiy high even though 
silent. Elsewhere it rates the same 
as for America. 

This film supposedly got the raves 
from such fellows like Baron Roth- 
child, Sascha Guitry and other in- 
tellectuals but for the exhib to take 
such exploitation for value is to 
discredit the entertainment seeking 
angle of the customers. This film 
has little entertainment but it has 
some interesting studies in photog- 
raphy shading and the trick of tak- 
ing massed groups in action. 


In the massed attacks where 


armies meet armies, nobody on this 
side of the Atlantic would be able 
to identify which is which. 


There are some distinct faults of 
direction. Especially in showing the 
miracle part. In this film the woman 
merely walks into and among a pack 
of wolves (really. police dog pups), 
and stands unmolested. Another 
spot that smacks unreal is how the 
folks traveled so fast to spoil mis- 
adventure in those days. Whenever 
the director wanted a frustrator on 
the scene he was there just like 
that. Again where the girl is being 
pursued by viliains who are only 
40 or so feet away from her, she 
takes spasmodic rests but the men 
still can’t get to her. 

Crashing through a frozen lake 
and being able to stand in the water 
unaided and get out so matter of 
fact as Count Chateauneuf did is a 
miracle which the picture didn’t 
exploit. 

Title sometimes carried a mix- 
ture of both the old English as well 
as the new. 


GALLOPING FISH 


(20% Dialog) 


Selected, Inc., production. Cupitol ree 
lease. Directed by Del Andrews. Cast ine 
cludes Louise Fazenda, Sidney Cnaaplin, 
Ford Sterling, Chester Conklin, John Steppe 
hattuck, Eugene Palicite and 
‘“Freddie,’’ a trained seal. At the Ideal, 
New York, half of double bill, beginning 
July 22. Running time, 46 minutes. 


An old silent slapstick taken off 
the shelve and dubbed with dialog. 
Anyway that’s the way it looks and 
sounds. And half the time the dia- 
log can’t be heard and the acting is 
pretty bad. It’s horrible because the 
cast had no story and the theme is 
built around a seal. That in itself is 
enough. 

To exploit the film on the strength 
of these names would not build any 
exhibitors clientele. To the latter 
it would be wholly unfair. Film 
must be several years old to judge 
from the costumes worn. And the 
photography is poor. 

The story concerns a mortgaged 
seal and the latter’s guardians’ ef- 
forts to keep the mammal out of the 
hands of the sheriff. In doing so 
they all get wet. And so is the pic- 
ture. 

The recording often is not always 
synchronous, and a song that’s sung 
somewhere doesn’t mean anything. 

Depending on what an exhib has 
to say for this, he might make some 
headway if he used it in silent form, 
which would be preferable, or as is 
for a special kid’s matinee. Only 
the kids can get a kick out of it. 


HOKUSPOKUS 


(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, July 15. 

Ufa production and release, only German 
and French versions, starring Lilian Hare 
vey and Willi Fritsch; production manage- 
ment of Gunther Stapenhorst; directed by 
Gustav Ucicky from a stage play of the 
same name by Curt Goetz. Cameraman, 
Carl Hoffmann; sound, Dr. Goldbaum. Rune 
ning time, 102 minutes. At Gloria Palast, 
Berlin. 

Cast includes Lilian Harvey, Willi Fritsch, 
Oskar Homolka, Gustav Grundgens, Otte 
Wallburg, Ferdinand von Alten, Frits 
Schmuck, Harry Halm, Rudolf Biebrach, 
Rene Hubert, Kurt Lilien, Ruth Albu, Max 
Ehrlich, Paul Biensfeldt, Johannes Roth, 
Ernst Behmer, Erich Kestin, Adolf Schroder, 
Albert Karchow, Margarethe Schon, Wile 
helm Bendew, Julius E. Hermann. 


Curt Goetz is one of Germany’s best 
and most successful comedy writers. 
Turning his most popular play into 
a talker was a good idea on Ufa’s 
part. 

Plot deals with a murder trial of 
the wife of a painter who is sus- 
pected of having killed her own hus- 
band at a boat party. It develops 
that the young couple had arranged 
this alleged ‘‘murder” for the pur- 
pose of making the painter well 
known to the public, and enormous 
prices are realized for his pictures 
at an auction, the scene of which 
is most charmingly done. In the end 
everything turns out to be “Hokus- 
pokus.” 

Gustav Ucicky once more gives 
proof of his talents but he never 
quite gets away from the stage influ- 
ence and therefore does not bring 
forth more than a mere photograph 
of a stage play. 

Lilian Harvey and Willi Fritsch, 
German favorites, are charming and 
amusing, and Oskar Homolka, aS 
president of the law court, is the 
most striking on account of his ex- 
ceptionally clear pronunciation and 
excellent acting. 

Talker is partly dragged by lack 
of action which is mostly set in the 
law court, but this talker will surely 
do good business locally, especially 
considering the great dearth of talk- 
ers in Germany at the present time. 

Magnus. 


Max Shane Resigns 


Los Angeles, July 29. 

Max Shane, advertising manageT 
for the Publix California division, 
has resigned and is not being re- 
placed. 

Shane fs leaving for New York to 
join the Fox exploitation depart- 
ment. 
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RICHARD 

in the mightiest of all air epics i f 


From Phila.: “Biggest heat wave since 1873, but did ei 
tremendous business at Boyd Theatre.” From Port- 
land: “Broke all records at Paramount Theatre. Will 
go down in history. From Detroit: Sensational busi- 
ness. Critics hailed it as one of finest screen achieve- 
ments.’ With Doug. Fairbanks, Jr. and Neil Hamilton. i 
——— From Pittsburgh: “Biggest business since last winter. 
A howl from start to finish. Joe Brown is greatest a 
comedian on screen.” From Washington D. C.: i 
“Opened to near-record business in face of heat 
wave.” With Joe E. Brown, Bernice Claire, Jack ‘ | 
j 
ie Had to close the box-office at 8.30 P.M. in Los Angeles. 
ae Los Angeles Herald: “Sure fire. Contains the best group 7 


of human, natural characterizations that have been 


cman brought to the screen in some time.” L. A. Examiner: ; 
“If the opening is any criterion the beaches will ‘ 
miss some of their patrons the next two weeks. iF | 
Lends something new in dramatic plot.” With Doug. ip 
Fairbanks, Jr., Noah Beery, Dorothy Revier. 
| 


National 
Pictures 


AUGUST 1S WARNER BROTHERS 
SILVER ANNIVERSARY! CELEBRATE! 


“Vitaphone” is the registered trode mark of the Vitaphone Corp. dessgnating its products. 
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“CAUGHT SHORT” 
"DIVORCEE’ 
THE PUBLIC LOVED 


THEN CAME =i 
"THE BIG HOUSE” 


WHAT A SHOW! 


"LET US BE 
JOAN CRAWFORD «=. 
“OUR BLUSHING BRIDES 


THEYRE BIC 


GAY~ 


ONES ! | 


GRETA GARBO 
TALKS AGAIN iw” ROMANCE 
IT’S HER, GREATEST — 
BILL HAINES in WAY OUT 
WEST“—-A wow ! 


WHERE DO You 
[STAND MISTER 
EXHIBITOR. FOR, 
1930 ~1931 ! 


STRAIGHT TAL 
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CECIL 
LEAN 


and 


CLEO 
AYFIEL 


SUMMERING 
AT THEIR HOME 


“MA YLEAN” 


LAKE SUNAPEE, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 


COSCIA 
VERDI 
In “MUSIC” 


GLORIFIED— 
CLASSIFIED— 
MORTIFIED— 
This Week 
MARBRO, CHICAGO 


Master of Ceremonies 


BOB NOLAN 


4ist Consecutive Week 
Chicago Theatre 
Chicago, Ill. 


SKATING 
ECCENTRIC 


“World’s Fastest 
Russian Dancer” 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


Ge 


Bulletin Condensed 


(Continued from page 15) 
of the 48 scheduled pictures in the 
can by Novy, 1. 


Christie-Educational is planning 
foreign versions of its two-reelers. 


With 60 foreign players, directors 
ind writers expected to arrive here 
soon, Warner-First National studios 
are preparing for production of six 
foreign versions. “Those Who 
Dance” goes into production first. 


Foreign language players are 
being taken by a new gimmick. A 
foreign casting directory is being 
promoted by a foreign newspaper 
correspondent who makes _§ the 
rounds of studios collecting photo- 
graphs of the players. He presents 
these pictures to the prospective 
customers, implying that the studios 
are co-operating with him on the 
deal, 

Player, feeling that the gag must 
be good if the studios recommend 
it, forks over the advertising re- 
quested. A couple of studios have 
warned against it. 


Charging Louis Hart, auctioneer, 
with appropriaziag her personal 
property through misrepresentation 


CHARLIE HILL 


PERSON 1 


First Lay-Off: Can you 
imagine billing a mugg that 
way in the biggest theatre on 
Broadway? 


Second Lay-Off: It must 
have been the William Morris 
office; them guys get away 
with murder. 


First L. O.: You know 
somethin’. {| bee they landed 
Coolidge that job scribbling 
for the newspapers. They 
booked Will Rogers, you 
know. 

Second L. O.: Yeah, but 
that guy is probably kickin’ 
in heavy to the Morris office. 


Coast Theatres 
Unit 


Los Angeles 


and connivance, Jessie Wilson, 
seenarist, is suing for recovery of 
the property. 


Fox West Coast will go after 
publicity for its trick golf courses 
With its regular theatre press staff. 


Dashell Hammett and Charles 
Francis Coe, eastern writers, are 
here on the Paramount payroll for 
originals. Hammet’s first will be 
for William Powell, while Coe is 
assigned to write one for Bancroft. 
Henry Myers, playwright, has also 
been brought here and assigned to 
do an original. 


Eddie Welch, who went back to 
New York to write the book of the 
current “Vanities,” is back in town 
gagging for Olsen and Johnson's 
“50 Million Frenchmen” at Warners. 


Having finished work. in “The 
Gorilla,” Joe Frisco is making two 
shorts to complete his $40,000 con- 
tract with First National. Bryan 
Foy is directing the shorts. 


Columbia has an advance crew 


en route to Lakehurst, N. J., to 
prepare for filming scenes’ in 
“Dirigible.” It’s Columbia's first 
time east. 


Extra placements of 5,718 during 
the first five days of last week were 
36 per cent above the current year’s 
average. 


Before Howard Hawks begins 
work on his new contract with 
First National he will direct an 
untitled air picture for Universal 
with Lew Ayres and John Wray 
featured. 


Larry Darmour has _ retained 
Louise Fazenda to do four more 
shorts for Radio. 


Al Rosen, agent, is being sued for 
$5,000 damages by Arthur Neuman, 
truck driver, following and auto- 
mobile collision, 


Brought here by the illness of 
his mother, M. D. ‘“‘Doc”’ Howe, head 
of the Fox-Fanchon & Marco Book- 
ing Exchange in New York, will 
stay here until her condition im- 
proves. 


Masquers will stage their annual 
barbecue at Hoot Gibson's ranch, 
Aug. 10. 


James Montgomery, away two 
months, is back on the writing 
roster of Metro. He went east after 
finishing the script of “Great Day.” 


Warners will spend $28,000 mak- 
ing five studio buildings on the old 
Vitagraph lot up-to-date, 


Fox-West Coast has a deal on to 
lease the Westlake theatre in Los 
Angeles to Ralph Goldberg, former 
Omaha theatre operator, 


New line-up of. Universal’s pub- 
licity department has John Leroy 
Johnson at the head, and Jack 
Barker, formerly with R-K-O; Ed 
Thomas from W-B and Herbert 
Smollen from the New York office 
of F-N. 


Paramount is using a Hollywood 
locale for its new Clara Bow film, 
“Her Wedding Night.” Ralph 
Forbes and Charles Ruggles are 
cast, with Frank Tuttle directing. 


Allan Warshauer, previously 
handling publicity for the local 
Paramount theatre, has been ap- 
pointed publicity director of both 
the Paramount and United Artists. 


Besides acting in the Spanish 
version of “Singer of Seville” for 
M-G, Ramon Novarro will direct it. 
He has been asking for a chance to 
meg for the past year. 


Jean Hersholt is playing in two 
pictures simultaneously at U. He’s 
in “East Is West,” as a Chinaman, 
and “Cat and Canary,” as a doctor. 


Charlotte Greenwood, now in 
New York where her mother is ill, 
will return here within the next 
two weeks to go into her first two- 
reeler for Christie-Ed, 


Alex Moss, who has been in 
charge of Columbia’s studio press 
dep=rtment, has been transferred to 
the New York office. Switch is a 
promotion. I.on Young, assistant to 
Moss, will replace him here. 


Fox has borrowed Viola Brothers 
Shore from Paramount to write the 
scenario for “Stolen Thunder.” This 
is the film in which Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, also from Par, will play the 
lead. 


Milton Sills gets the lead in “Net- 
work” for Fox. Production starts 
Sept. 1, with Viertel Berthold di- 
recting. 


Paul Hurst goes to Tiffany for 
two pictures. 


Nine of Pearl Eatons show girls 
have been given an additional three 


months contract by Radio. 


A COMPLETE 
COOLING AND AIR 
CONDITIONING 
SYSTEM THAT 
GIVES YOU— 


> 


Comfortable, 
cooling. 


Steady supply of fresh washed air 
—completely changed every three 
minutes. 


Ends the menace of high humidity. 
Perfect WINTER ventilation with- 
out chilly drafts. 


refreshing summer 


The lowest cost complete cooling 
and air conditioning system you 
can buy. 


A SUCCESS—Used by Paramount- 
Publix, Warner Bros., Fox, R-K-O 
and other circuits and exhibitors 
from coast to coast. 


Write for catalog and detailed 
information 


KOOLER-AIRE ENGINEERING CORP. 
1916 Paramount Bidg., New York, N. Y. 


B. F. Shearer Co., West Coast Distributors 
SEATTLE PORTLAND LOS ANGELES 


PRODUCERS 


of 


Presentation, Musical Comedy 
and Tab Shows 


This should be your greatest season 


Public opinion demands the return of 


FLESH 


to the Stage with the Talkies! 


Let the largest firm of its kind supply the 
costumes for your girl numbers 


For rent, sale or manufactured to 


your design 


WIRE or WRITE 


HARRY BOURNE 
Fanchon & Marco Costume Co. 


643 So. Olive St. Los Angeles, Calif. 
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ELSIE FERGUSON 


= 


LOWELL SHERMAN 


R-K-O STUDIOS 


| 


aii ‘All my thanks to everyone at the Paramount 
i - Studio for their kindness to me during my won- 
ee derful experience and experiment in Hollywood: 


| MARTIN BROWN 
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GREETINGS We have received generous applause, 

wonderful treatment and quite a few H! 

pounds sterling during our engagement | if 

over here. We have played ten weeks at i 

EUROPE 

the Kit Kat Club and also an engagement i, 

at the Palladium in London. We are now playing at Ostende, Belgium. 


Next we are to fill an engagement at the Empire Theatre in Paris. 
From Paris we go back to London and thence to Berlin...We expect to 


be back home in the fall...It’s great to hear the affirmative response 


over here to my old question “Is Everybody Happy?”...We take 
this means of registering our appreciation for the marvelous treat- a 

ment we have received. Those for whom we have worked and those 

before whom we have played have been truly wonderful to us. | 

fw UU 

Attorney and Personal Representative: American Representative: 

H. HAROLD GUMM WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY | 

Foreign Representatives: ABE LASTFOGEL 


HARRY FOSTER Publicity Counsellor: 


LEON A. FRIEDMAN 


Exclusive Recording Artist for Columbia Phonograph Co. 
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FRANK 
HARRIS 


Back in the Big Town Soon | “ “ 
New Wardrobe—Sure-Fire Specialties Ladhes of Leisure 
Rain or Shine” 


MacARTHUR 


(it isa rere privilege and a pleasure to be associated with Mr. Harris) 1929 


“Flight” 
“Now, Gentlemen, Just a Moment!” 


Is the Originator, Author, Copyright Owner and 


Player of the World’s Greatest Street-Faker Act Columbi a 


POTATO PITCH Picture 


NOW —MICHIGAN, DETROIT— NOW 


ZIEGFELD’S “FOLLIES” THIS FALL 
Exclusive Direction WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


E. MERIAN Presents 


Lee Marinoff’s 


In a New Edition for the Coming Season 


Who Directed 


Watch for Opening Date 


4 Route est Belle” 


BILLY JACKSON WILLIAM MORRIS 
The French talking and singing feature that broke all 
box-office records in France 
FRANCIS D. PALIESTER 
for 
PIERRE. BRAUNBERGER PRODUCTIONS ARSENE SIEGEL 
' FEATURED ORGANIST PUBLIX FISHER, DETROIT 
—_ | | 53 RUE SAINT ROCH, PARIS SEVENTH YEAR WITH PUBLIX 
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HAROLD LLOYD 


same quota of laughs. 


Produced by the Harold Lloyd Corporation-— 
A Paramount Release. 


‘The Monarch of Mirth in a new setting, but with the. | 


Will be ready for release this Fall. 4A 


DIRECTING FOR PARAMOUNT 


“WHY BRING THAT UP?” 
“HALF WAY TO HEAVEN” 
“MANSLAUGHTER” 

“THE SEA GOD” 


EUROPE MADE AS SAFE AS HOME BY 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY’S CONTINENTAL BRANCH 


HENRI LARTIGUE and 
CLIFFORD FISCHER 
PASS PARIS DES 


CORRESPONDENTS ALL OVER THE WORLD 
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ESTABLISHED 1898 


| 


MOTION PICTURES AAL NEW YORK 
PRESENTATIONS WILLIAM: CHICAGO 
VAUDEVILLE RUS: 
PRIVATE ENTERTAINMENT LONDON 
PRODUCTIONS PARIS 

DRAMATIC 

MUSICAL 

BURLESQUE 

AND 


A 
EZ 
AA 


ZA 


THE AIR" 


BOOKING AND PRODUCING 
COMPLETE RADIO PROGRAMS 
OF | 
NETWORK: RECORDED: ae STATION PRESENTATIONS 
REPRESENTING THE LARGEST ARRAY TALENT 
STARS NAMES AUTHORS FEATURES 
COMEDIES STORIES PLAYS ORCHESTRAS 
OPERAS - MUSICAL COMEDIES - VARIETY IDEAS 


COMMERCIAL SUSTAINING PROGRAMS 


UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF HARRY W. SPINGOLD 
FORMER PRESENTATION DIRECTOR FOR CHICAGO TRIBUNE STATION WGN 


BRUCE QUISENBERRY -SALES MANAGER 


TELEPHONE: BRYANT 3646 
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Produced by 
RICHARD TALMADGE PRODUCTIONS, Inc, 
Western Electric Recording 


“SCOTLAND YARD” 
| “THE DEAD LINE” 


Dramatist 
“THE WOMAN DISPUTED” 


Paramount 
Director 


“LUXURY LADIES” 
“SIN BECOMES FASHIONABLE” 
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fleet famous 
Milwaukee Road 


trains the West, 
Northwest and Southwest 


—the finest service 


The New 
OLYMPIAN 


_CHICAGO-MILWAUKEE 
BUTTE- SPOKANE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 


First transcon- 
tinental roller- 
bearing train; 
queen of all de 
luxe trains. Elec- 
trically operated 

_— for 656 sootless, 
smokeless mountain miles. Every 
travel luxury and convenience. No 
extra fare. 


The New 


ARROW 


CHICAGO-OMAHA 
DES MOINES-SIOUX CITY 


Featuring the all- 
luxury Limousine- 
Observation Car. 
Another of the de 
luxe roller bearing 
trains. 


The Southwest Limited 


CHICAGO-MILWAUKEE 
CEDAR RAPIDS-KANSAS CITY 


Observation club car, radio; 
through sleeping cars. Dining car. 


The 
Copper Country Limited 


CHICAGO -MILWAUKEE 
GREEN BAY- HOUGHTON-CALUMET 


The favorite to the copper country. 
Standard sleeping cars. Dining car. 


The New 
DIONEFER 


CHICAGO- MILWAUKEE 
ST. PAUL- MINNEAPOLIS 


TheMid-west’s 
most distinc- 
tive train. Roll- 
er bearing 
equipped. Over 
the only double 
tracked route via Milwaukee. Every 
convenience to make your over- 
night trip enjoyable — famous 
meals. 


The SIOUX 


CHICAGO-MADISON 
MASON CITY-SIOUX FALLS 
MITCHELL RAPID CITY 


Cafe-observation car, 
radio, standard sleep- 
ing cars. Noted for 
its home-like atmos- 
phere. 


The Columbian 


CHICAGO -MILWAUKEE 
SPOKANE-SEATTLE-TACOMA 
Electrified over four mountain 
ranges. Lounge-sleeping car, stand- 
ard and tourist sleeping cars. 
Dining car. 


The Pacific Limited 


CHICAGO-OMAHA 
SAN FRANCISCO LOS ANGELES 


Observation car, standard and 
tourist sleeping cars. Dining car. 


For complete information as to equipment and 
schedules, also for reservations and tickets, ask 


, B. J. SCHILLING, General Agent 
547 Fifth Ave. at 45th St., Phone Vanderbilt 3721 50 So. Clark St., Phone Central 7600 
New York, N. Y. Chicago, IIL 


i W. C. KLOMP, Theatrical Passenger Agent 
; 50 South Clark Street, Phone Central 7600 
W. B. Dixon, General Passenger Agent, Chicago, Ii, 


ILWAUKEE 
ELECTRIFIED OVER THE Rockies To THE SEA 


G. L. COBB, General Agent 


PICTURES 


PICTURES 


Starring for RADIO PICTURES in 


“CIMMARON 


Latest Release 


“SHOOTING 


PIC TURES 
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FOR YOUR 


Information 


“It” 

“Wings” 

“Arizona Bound” 
“The Last Outlaw” 
“Nevada” 


“Legion of the Con- 
demned” 


“Doomsday” 
“Lilac Time” 
“Half a Bride” 
“The First Kiss” 
“The Shop Worn 
“Wolf Song” 
“Betrayal” 
“Virginian” 
| “Seven Days’ Leave” 
“Only the Brave” 


“Paramount on 


Parade” 
“The Texan” 


“Man from Wyommg” 


and 
“The Spoilers” 


COMING 


“Morocco” 


“Fighting Caravan” 


PARAMOUNT 


You Can’t Go Wrong with a 


WM. MORRIS ACT 


DU-CALION 


WM. MORRIS’S BEST 
SINGLE 
COMEDIAN 


Just Concluded Second Publix Unit, Now Featured with 
the Nautical Historical Pageant 


“WHITE CAPS” 


Loew Circuit to Follow 
Du-Calion, the 100% Sure Fire Wm. Morris Marvel 


MORAN 


FOX STUDIOS 


MELVILLE 


BROWN 


Directing 
AMOS ’N’ ANDY 
for 


RADIO PICTURES 


FRED SCOTT 


PATHE STUDIOS 


CULVER CITY; CALIFORNIA 


The Swiss Juggler 


FELOVIS 


the ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Te Felovis, with his vaude act considerably 
shortened, was a show-stopper. .. .” 


Loop in “VARIETY.” 


~ee Felovis, that master juggler, worked in 
front of the band. . . . This house has 
never seen the equal of Felovis. The fans 
seemed to realize after watching his work 
that they were looking at the master of 
them all in the ball routine. He did seem- 
ingly impossible things, doing everything 
but make the ball talk. He went over 
great. 
next show Felovis worked fourteen minutes. 
This in itself was unusual, as an act seldom 
is allowed more than ten minutes with 
these stage shows. .. .” 


Rep. A. E. JOHNSON, 
MAX LOWENSTEIN, 
New York City 


The writer found out that on the f 


GEOFFREY 
SHURLOCK 


Associate Producer 


PARAMOUNT 
FOREIGN PRODUCTIONS 


PICTURES 
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Lewis Milestone 


“All Quiet the Western 


BERGE 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 


VAGABOND KING” 


MAURICE CHEVALIER 


“THE LITTLE CAFE” 
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GREETINGS 
TO THE BOYS BACK EAST 


caste 


i 


NOW AT LIBERTY 


COMING EAST WITH A NEW WARDROBE 


““RE 


R-K-O Representative, LEE STEWART 


The One and Only ORIGINAL Act of Its Kind in Show Business 


Imitators, Beware! 


DONOHUE and 


Assisted by ALVA WHEELER 


Putting the Comedy KICK in Fanchon and Marco’s “Rose Garden” Idea 
Many Thanks and Appreciation to Ed. RILEY, Fanchon and Marco, Jack Loeb 


— 


STUART ERWIN 


PARAMOUNT P:CTURES 
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tis 


SUCCESS 


To the 


GREATEST INTERNATIONAL SHOW MEDIUM 


FOR ITS SIXTH INTERNATIONAL ISSUE 
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Dialogue 
Continuity 


A Pathe Special 
ia Directed by 
JOHN S. ROBERTSON 


And 


An Original 
for 


Helen Twelvetrees 


PATHE 
CONTRACT 


MAX 


“THREE LIVE GHOSTS” United Artists 


adaptation, dialogue and stage direction 


“BE YOURSELF,” Fanny Brice United Artists 


adaptation and dialogue 


“SHADOW ++_ LAW,” William Powell, Paramount 


adaptation, dialogue and stage direction 


In Preparation 


“ROMANCE HARBOR” Pathe 


story, dialogue and direction : 


“SILENCE” Paramount 


play, adaptation and co-direction 


PAUL OSCARD 


Producer 


Paramount-Publix, New York 
Balaban & Katz, Chicago 


NUGENT 
NUGEN 


Now in Second Year with 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


As Writers, Actors, Directors of or in the following pictures: 


“SO THIS IS COLLEGE” 
“WISE GIRLS” (KEMPY) 
“NAVY BLUES” 
“NOT SO DUMB” 

“THE UNHOLY THREE” 
“THEY LEARNED ABOUT WOMEN” 
“THE RICHEST MAN IN THE WORLD” 
“THE BIG HOUSE” | 

“LIKE KELLY CAN” 
“ROMANCE” 


Authors of the Broadway plays: 


“KEMPY” 
“THE POOR NUT” 
“BY REQUEST” 
“THE TROUPER” 
Ete. 


(and much headlined vaudeville material) 


Co-authors of 


“NIGHTSTICK” (ALIBI) 
“KIBITZER” 


ERMA 


Lou 


Just Finished Publix Tour 
Thanks to WM. MORRIS 


LOVEY GIRLS 
NAPPY 
TEPPING 
ISTERS 


Sole Management 
_ SAM E. COLLINS 
ae 1587 Broadway, New York 


DON MILLER 


ORGANIST 


PUBLIX THEATRES, DETROIT 


WILL HARRIS 


Production Department 


Publix-Balaban & Katz, Chicago 


JAMES SEYMOUR 


Writing Dialogue for Pathe Pictures in Hollywood 


Recently completed dialogue for “Swing High,” “Beyond Victory” 
and Gloria Swanson’s “What a Widow.” 


BELLE MONTROSE ana Co. 


extended to me 


Successfully Playing Publix Circuit of Theatres 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 
Thanks to MAX TURNER for his many courtesies 


DANCERS 


Featured in F. & M. “Brunette” Idea 
School Address, 545 Sutter St., San Francisco 


FANCHON & MARCO PRESENT 


JONES and HULL 


“TWO NUTS” 
in “BOX 0’ CANDY” IDEA 
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BECOMES 


THE RADIO. DANSENSATION OF a 


THE SENSATION OF THE WEST | i 


CANADIANS 


RECORDING EXCLUSIVELY PHONOGRAPAL COMPANY 
BROADCASTING EXCLUSIVELY COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM — 

|THE TOAST OF THE TOWN 


NATION'S DANCE AND RADIO FAVORITES 


DOING RECORD-BREAKING BUSINESS 


which fact is conceded by John and Christo, the Managers-Owners of the : ti 
PAVILLON ROYAL 
America’s Smartest Suburban Restaurant | 


VALLEY STREAM, LONG ISLAND 
(On the Merrick Road) 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


‘TION _ 


NEW YORK - CHICAGO - LOS ANGELES 


“INTERNATIONAL FAVORITES” 


Following Their Sensational 214 Years’ Tour of Europe, Are Now Featured in Frank Cambria’s 
Publix Production, “GINGER SNAPS” 


Presenting for the First Time in America Their Own Original and Entirely New Number 


TOE TAP DANCING STAIRCASE 


(FULLY PROTECTED) 


THE BIGGEST SENSATIONAL NOVELTY KNOWN IN YEARS 


Direction WM. MORRIS 


J ACCLAIMED BY AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN MANAGERS AND PRESS TO BE 
= 


| MARTY HARRY 


COLLINS and PETERSON 


Masters of Ceremonies 


CELEBRATING OUR 5th PARTNERSHIP-ANNIVERSARY 
JULY 30, 1930 


In Loew’s De Luxe Theatres 


‘ Thanks to Messrs. J. H. LUBIN, MARVIN SCHENCK, LOUIS K. SIDNEY 
| Represented by SAM LYONS, MATTY ROSEN, CHAS. H. ALLEN, PADDY SCHWARTZ 
“You’re a Wise Guy” 
“That Hurts, Doesn’t It?” 
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Americas Bigges; 


J 
JOHN KLENNER 


GUS KAHN 


FEIST, 


SAN FRANCISCO CINCINNATI 
942 MARKET ST. 707 LYRIC THEA BLDG. 
DETROIT TORONTO CHICAGO 
310 MICHIGAN THEA. BLDG. 193 YONGE STREET 75 W. RANDOLPH ST- TRI 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA, 276 Collins St. 


| 
| Os 
| Jones’ Gr 
| ff \ ~ 
| | ISHAM JONES 
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‘Song and Dance -Hit/ 


LIKE 


W. |\McDERMOTT 
In Universals “King Of Jazz" 


Greatest Fox 


| 
i 


auatian Fox Trot Song 


gotten 


"Hanae 
| Orch estvations 


FROM YOUR. 


YORK 


KANSAS CITY LOS ANGELES 
GAYETY THEA. BLDG. 405 MAJESTIC THEA. BLDG. 


LONDON, ENG. PARIS, FRANCE 
3T- REMONT ST. 1388 CHARING CROSS RD. 80 RUE DE L’ECHIQUIER 


BERLIN, GERMANY, 37 Leipzige: Strasse 


Reusing Comedy Hit. 
KAHN and ART WASGEL | | 
vot Sond / ; 
JONES and CHARLES NEWMAN 
Unusual Ballad Of ‘The Day/ | 
IKI 
SONS Chis. Side: OF | 
ON 50th ST.) | | 
“ars 


VARIETY Wednesday, July 30, 
RALPH HAMMERAS 
ia Director of | | 
| MINIATURE AND TRICK PHOTOGRAPHY 
for FOX 
| 
i = 


FRANK 


; | Directing for M. G. M. 


After a Two Years’ Successful Tour of England, Scotland, Ireland, France, Germany, Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark, Belgium, Italy and Spain 


PICKARD’ CHINESE SYNCOPATORS 


Now with | 


PUBLIX UNIT 
“Lanterns” 


Thanks to ABE LASTFOGEL and NAT KALCHEIM and My Dear Friend, BORROS MORROS 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC. 


WILLIAM SISTROM 


=== | 
“Slightly Scarlet” “Let’s Go Native” 
“Safety in Numbers” “Easy Come, Easy Go” 
“The Border Legion” “The Little Cafe” 


“JOHN Vv. A. WEAVER 


ADAPTATION CONTI NUITIES—DIALOGUE PARAMOUNT 
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WILLIAM MORRIS, Jr. WILLIAM MORRIS 
Sixteenth Floor 
BUTLER BUILDING 
162 North State Street 
CHICAGO 


VARIETY 


WILLIAM MORRIS 
) THEATRICAL AGENCY, Inc. YOK 


of CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
SIXTEENTH FLOOR, BUTLER BUILDING, 162 NORTH STATE STREET 


MAXELLOS 


WORLD’S GREATEST COMEDY 
RISLEY ARTISTS 


NOW TOURING PUBLIX CIRCUIT OF THEATRES 
Personal Representative MAX TURNER 
WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


MORRIS S. SILVER ABE LASTOGEL ‘ | 


MAX TURNER—Resident Manager 
WM. R. DIAMOND—Vaudeville Division 
SAM BRAMSON—Presentations 


Phones: State 3632 and 3633 MANFRED GOTTHELF—Clubs & Radio 


Now on Thirtieth Week for PUBLIX, and Max Turner Tells Me That There Are Thirty More Before I Am Through for the Season 


THE ANDRESEN’S 


PERFECTION IN BALANCE | 


Personal Representative FRED ROSENTHAL 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 4 


After playing and being a distinct hit at Publix-Balaban & Katz CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO, we were re-engaged to play the ORIENTAL, CHICAGO, WEEK 
JULY 12, where we repeated our same success 


ALL BOOKINGS THROUGH THE WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE Mi 


We play week Aug. 1, Paramount, San Francisco; week Aug. 9, Paramount, Portland; week Aug. 16, Paramount, Seattle, with Publix unit to follow. 


Eastern Representatives—JOHNNY HYDE, LEE STEWART. All credit due to our Pal and Western Representative—FREDDY ROSENTHAL. i 


’ We take this opportunity to thank our dear friends, LOUIS LIPSTONE, MORRIS SILVER, MAX TURNER, SAM BRAMSON, PAUL OSCARD, WILL HARRIS, NED ek 7 
: BECKER, and not forgetting our Master of Ceremonies, AL KVALE. if 


HELLO, HARRY SANTLEY, will see you in a few weeks, so be sure and reserve a California bungalow for us. P. S—Have you seen our riot “shorts?” is 


DOUGLAS CHARLES 


ALENE ana EVANS 


The Genuine 


WM. MORRIS OFFICE “POETRY IN MOTION” 


HERMAN SALLY Yes, They Handle Us 


BURRILL 


Touring Publix Circuit of Theatres . 


“A Treat In Travesty” 


Touring Publix Circuit of Theatres 


Direction FRED ROSENTHAL 
Thanks to MAX TURNER and SAM BRAMSON 


WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


JOSEPH GRIFFIN 


THE IRISH-AMERICAN TENOR 


Just Completed One Solid Year in Publix-Balaban 
& Katz Chicago Theatres 


Sincere Thanks to LOUIS LIPSTONE, H. LEOPOLD SPITALNY, 
MAX TURNER 


MAX TURNER, SAM BRAMSON 
and NAT KALCHEIM 


A Distinguished Laugh Hit 
on Any Circuit 


Now Touring and Enjoying the 
Best Theatres in the World— 
THE PUBLIX 


Personal Representatives, SCHALLMAN BROS. 
Thanks to MAX TURNER—WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


DUKE McHALE 


SPECIALTIES IN TAP DANCING 
Playing Publix Circuit of Theatres 
Direction WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


DARLING TWINS 


The Darlings of 
“DUDE RANCH” 
A Publix Unit 


Personal Representative, MAX TURNER 
WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


MADELON MACKENZIE 


“A BIT OF THE BLUES” 
Direction MAX TURNER 


WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


RAY CONLIN 


SUB-VOCAL COMEDIAN 
Direction MAX TURNER—WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
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MERRIEL ABBOTT DANCERS 


Three Troupes Currently Playing 
1—CHINESE THEATRE, HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 


(This Troupe of Merriel Abbott Dancers Was in Last Year’s “Scandals”) 


2—WORLD THEATRE, OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
3—AMBASSADEURS, PARIS, FRANCE 


RE-ENGAGED FOR THE AMBASSADEURS, PARIS, FOR MAY 15, 1931 
(The First Troupe Ever to Get a Contract Abroad One Year in Advance) 


Just Finished Two Children’s Talkers for Paramount, “KANDY KABARET” and “MOTHER GOOSE LAND” 
Thanks to the WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE Which Made All This Possible 


2 


JEAN BOYDELL 


The Unique Pepologist 
PEPPING IT UP FOR PUBLIX 


Booked for England (General Theatres Corp.), Opening October 20 | 
in Birmingham for Special Limited Tour | 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


EDGAR MacGREGOR 


ews” 


Mr. MacGregor originally produced for the stage “GOOD NEWS,” “Queen High,” “Follow Thru” and “New Moon,” 
all of which are now being screened 


DIRECTING FOR FOX 
“THE WOMAN FROM HELL” ~ “ROUGH ROMANCE” 


“LONE STAR RANGER” “THE RED SKY” (Temporary Title) 


FOX 


THREE JACKS QUEEN 


JACK STARNES, JOHN ROPER, PAUL Saedaae AND HELEN DE FOREST 
Featured in Fanchon & Marco’s “Rose Garden” Idea—Thanks to GAE FOSTER 


FEATURED AT GRAUMAN’S CHINESE THEATRE, HOLLYWOOD, INDEFINITELY 
Direction ABE LASTFOGEL, WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


MELVILLE BURKE 
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970, 
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Alt Continental Bookings: 


HENRI LARTIGUE & CLIFFORD C. FISCHER 


39, Avenue des Champs - Elysees, PARIS - 8e 


London Representative, FOSTERS’ AGENCY, 32, Shaftesbury Avenue 


Joe Zelli Sends His “Royal Greetings” to Everybody 
Wotta Nite with Lester Allen and Hal Sherman in Paris! 


i 
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— 


JOSEF von 


| ‘Coit 
and MAURINE 
| | | Dialogue 


| | viCTO RY’ “Portraying the American 
iy | W Song and Dance” 
A Pathe Special 


| GREETINGS TO 
Mi AU Ri OUR MANY FRIENDS 
- IN THE THEATRICAL 


RAS HIN PRoFession 


FROM 


“BEYOND MARSEILLES 


Directed by AND 
JOHN S. ROBERTSON 


LOUIS 


for 


Helen Twelvetrees 


PRODUCER OF STAGE | 
PRESENTATIONS 
PATHE FOR 


PARAMOUNT-PUBLIX 
CONTRACT CORPORATION. 


MARIE BAUMER 


NOW WRITING FOR PARAMOUNT 
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America’s Foremost Tragi-Comique 


GEORGE JESSEL 


Radio Management of WILLIAM MORRIS 


HENRY SULLIVA 


COMPOSER 


UNDER CONTRACT TO 
PATHE STUDIOS 
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Foreign Trade Papers 


(Continued from page 28) 


backslapping bits into one basket, 
scramble a lot of I's in it, and sign 
the whole mess “Onlooker” or “Tres- 
passer,” and go out to chisel some 
shoe-string producer for a shot of 
shandygaff. 


The Englishman's favorite word 
in conversation is an impersonal 


“one.” “*One’ doesn’t do such 
things.” “‘One’ ought to get the 
facts.” But in print they always 
reach for an I instead of an O. This 
typographical astigmatism, or I- 
trouble, has been covered -.ade- 


quately before, but it might be re- 
peated here ever so briefly. Swaff 
is a blushing violet down a mossy 
dell compared to these legmen of 
the trade. 

But England isn’t to be picked on 
now. You don’t expect its film 
trade papers to be anything but 
banal and full of cheap cheerio. 

No Coverage 

All ear-oil aside, there is no 
equivalent in all Europe of “Va- 
riety,” no trade paper that covers 
the world’s show world from studio 


to carnival, and from stage to big 
top, laughing off everybody's hooey. 
And not one that can see with an 
honest eye beyond its own frontiers. 


Highbrow or lowbrow, they're all 
edited by small-time minds. Even 
the “Commoedia” in Paris. In fact, 
the French sheets are nearly as 
provincial as the English. A lot of 
ingrown toenails, the whole mob of 
them. The French sheets still carry 
on the harmless tradition that they 
invented pictures and also the talk- 
ing picture. 

One, “La Griffe Cinematograph- 
ique” (Griffe means Claw), tries to 
seratch a wicked quill, but it hasn’t 
the readers nor the authority. Be- 
sides, more recently it seems to have 
padded its talons: “La Griffe’” uses 
the flowery kind of wording which 
flourished before typewriters were 
invented. “It is true,” starts out a 
current squib, “that our excellent 
collaborator. Max de Vauvorbeil, 
whose first talking film, “Autour de 
votre main, Madame,” enjoyed such 
a pretty success at Aubert Palace, 
always travels by airplane.” 


Our excellent collaborator, the big 
dude! 


Nobody’s Home 
Some of the sheets have bi-lingual 


RALPH GRAVES 


departments, a stunt first plugged 
by the German trade papers, but 
since they rarely have anything 
panting to say, it’s lily-gilding to 
translate it. 

One paper in Italy, advertising in 
trade papers in England and else- 
where, must actually carry on a 
small-time gyp racket, for several 
two-bit mail orders for sample 
copies never has brought a response. 
Efforts to hold the English trade 
paper responsible, or else, isn’t 


‘worth the bother. 


In Switzerland “Closeup” is pub- 
lished by a mob of cerebrally-in- 
clined Anglicans. This comes the 
nearest to an honest picture opinion 
or the Continent. It’s a _ pocket- 
sized monthly for the sure-seater 
mind and goes heavy on the Rus- 
sian big shots. One of its seven- 
syllabled muggs writes for “Va- 


‘riety” and wears Dundreary mut- 


ton chops. 

Europe has a lot of 2-cent fan 
mags. Several of these are “cine- 
complets,” or novelized versions of 
the big features, with illustrations 
supplied by the distribs. Hacks get 
$25 for 15,000 word versions, which 
figures out about one-fifth of a 
cent a word. 

One company in England gets out 
actual books for 12 cents. These 
are 250-page vols on newsprint with 
cloth covers and loud sexy jackets. 
They are not re-writes usually, but 
reprints of the original novels from 
which the picture was taken, with a 
dozen stills from the super-produc- 
tion for illustrations. Sometimes, 
as in Tully’s “Beggars of Life,” you 
actually get the original $2 wording 
for your ‘dime, making these new 
dollar reprints a big laugh to the 
gum-chewers who can afford to 
wait. 


Helen Broderick and Lester Craw- 
ford only other members of the orig- 
inal production who will be in the 


picture, are already on the coast. 


BEHIND THE KEYS 


(Continued from Page 23) 
Marks local house manager. Rob- 
ert Roddick, manager of Capitol, 
also F.P., manager of both Capitol 
and Palace. 


With taking over of Palace, 
Famous Players now control three 
houses in London. Grand opera 


house is at present closed, to re- 
open Sept. 1. 


Glens Falls, N. Y. 

Paramount is expected to start 
work shortly on the construction of 
a theatre on site opposite the 
Queensbury hotel here. Plot pur- 
chased last week in the name of 
Harry Harris of New York, acting 
for the Empire State Theatres, Inc. 


Oklahoma City. 
Warner Bros.’ new Midwest thea- 
tre opens Aug. 1 with “Dawn 
Patrol.” Publix will erect a theatre 
in Capital Hill, South Oklahoma 
City, when site is secured. 


Bristol, Conn. 
Cameo and Bristol theatres will 


pass to Warners Aug. 1. Bristol 
due to reopen Labor Day. 
Utica, .N. Y. 


Warners’ Stanley theatre musi- 
cians conclude their engagement 


next week, having received notice 
that services no longer required 
Announcement of new policy there 
is forthcoming. Has been playing 
talkers, vaude and tabloid stock, 


Ansonia, Conn. 
John Griffiths, Jr., projectionist 
at the Capitol, severely burned by 
an electric shock while testing the 
wires during a temporary failure of 
the current. 


Danbury, Conn. 
Warners take New Capitol here 
and now own city’s three houses, 
Manuel Kugell, manager, succeed. 
ing P. J. Martin. 


Cleveland. 

J. E. Firnkoess, in .charge of this 
division for R-K-O, has switched 
managers between the Hippodrome 
here and Keith’s Palace, Akron, 
sending Ralph Walsh to the latter 
and Allan Glenn to the Cleveland 
house. 


Birmingham, Ala. 

Governor Graves has offered re- 
ward of $300 each for the arrest 
of persons who dynamited the Lib- 
erty theatre at Attalla, Ala., re- 
cently. He assigned two state of- 
ficers to the case. 

Dynamite damaged the front of 
the theatre and wrecked the box 
office. Labor trouble is believed to 


be the trouble. 


“'TIADEN ” 
“All Quiet on the Western Front” 


MARTY BROOKS 


Directing for M.-G.-M. 


Management 


PHIL BERG 
Granite 2126 


PAUL 
CAVANAGH 


Paramount Featured Player 


Musical Greetings 
FROM THE LEADER OF 


TIRE SOUTH 


GREATEST COMBINATION MUSI- 
CAL ORGANIZATION IN THE EN- 


THE 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


GEORGE WILD 


LOEW'S CENTURY CONCERT AND STAGE ORCHESTRA 


TO 


MY 


LOEW’S AND A DESERVING BOSS, 
L. K. SIDNEY, WHO HAVE MADE 


Thanks! 


THE CO-OPERATION OF 


SEVEN YEARS HERE SO 
PLEASANT 


“SEVEN FACES” 


BERTHOLD 


Directing for FOX 


VIERTEL 


“MAN TROUBLE” 


and HUE 


OFFER THEIR SINCERE THANKS TO FANCHON AND MARCO FOR PLACING THEM IN THE FOLLOWING FANCHON & MARCO IDEAS: 
“TASSELS” IDEA, “COLLEGIATE” IDEA, “MARS” IDEA, “SONGS | LOVE” IDEA AND “OVERTURES” IDEA } 


ROY HUNTER 


Supervisor of Photography and Sound Recording 


UNIVERSAL PICTURES 
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SHOWMEN FROM AS FAR AFIELD AS 
AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, AFRICA, 
INDIA.AND OTHER PARTS OF THE 
ENGLISH SPEAKING WORLD ARE 
TESTIFYING THAT THEIR PATRONS 
APPRECIATE THE SWEET CADENCES 


OF OUR MOTHER TONGUE 


JOIN THE THRONG 
OF HAPPY SHOW- 
MEN WHO 


« 


‘as 


Bic PrRorrts 


SHEER MERIT PROMPTS THE FOLLOWING 
EULOGIES FROM THE NATIONAL PRESS— 


ATLANTIC ALL-TALKIE” An E. A. DUPONT 


ENGLISH & GERMAN PRODUCTION 


“A THUNDERBOLT OF DRAMA, IMPOSSIBLE TO DESCRIBE.” 


Sunday Express. 


UNDER THE GREENWOOD TREE 


THOMAS HARDY’S FAMOUS NOVEL. DIRECTED BY HARRY LACHMAN. 


“A PICTURE OF MANY DELIGHTS.” 


Sunday Pictorial. 


THE AMERICAN PRISONER can 


DIRECTED BY THOMAS BENTLEY. FROM NOVEL BY EDEN PHILLPOTTS. 


“FAMOUS NOVEL MAKES A GREAT TALKIE.” | 
Daily Chronicle. 


THE INFORMER with LYA DE PUTTI 


LARS HANSON 
LIAM O’FLAHERTY’S NOVEL. DIRECTED BY Dr. ROBISON. 


“AN EXCEPTIONAL PICTURE IN EVERY WAY.” 
Daily News. _ 


The SEQUEL to ALF’S BUTTON 
Story by A. W. DARLINGTON 


ALF’S CARPET 


DIRECTED BY W. P. KELLINO. 


“WILDLY FUNNY.” 
Reynolds. 


SEAN O’CASEY’S 
FAMOUS PLAY 


JUNO AND THE PAYCOCK 


AN ALFRED HITCHCOCK PRODUCTION. 


“IT RANKS AMONG THE SCREEN MASTERPIECES OF THE 
WORLD.” Sunday Pictorial. 


f 


ELSTREE CALLING, (SINGING, DANCING.) Directed by 


WITH WORLD-FAMOUS STAGE, FILM AND BROADCAST STARS. 


“VAUDEVILLE AT ITS BEST.” 
Daily Mail. 


THE FLAME OF LOVE AU TALME 


“SURPASSES ALL EXPECTATIONS.” 


News of the World. 


A RICHARD EICHBERG PRODUCTION WITH ANNA MAY WONG. 


WITH POLLY WARD AND JACK RAINE. 


“ENTERTAINMENT FROM BEGINNING TO END.” 
Reynolds. 


With JAMESON THOMAS 


THE HATE SHIP 


“JAMESON THOMAS SCORES ANOTHER TRIUMPH.” 


Directed by NORMAN WALKER Sporting Times. 
ith CARL BRISSON “ MUCH MEDY—DELIGHTFUL SINGING.” 
SONG OF SOHO Directed by HARRY LACHMAN 


THE FLYING SCOTSMAN CASTLETON NIGHT 


“THRILLING RAILWAY SCENES.” 


Daily Film Renter. 


RAISE THE ROOF With BETTY BALFOUR 


Directed by WALTER SUMMERS 
th EDNA BEST, OWEN NARES From the Play by 
LOOSE ENDS NORMAN WALKER” DION TITHERADGE 


“BETTY BALFOUR SINGS & DANCES with SPIRIT & VIVACITY.” 


Daily Telegraph. 


“TI COMMEND LOOSE ENDS.” 
Daily Mail. 


NOT SO QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT 


WITH THE SCREEN’S NEWEST COMEDIAN, LESLIE FULLER. DIRECTED BY MONTY BANKS. 


“FIFTY MINUTES OF HEARTY LAUGHTER.” 


Morning Post. 


Representative for the U.S.A.: HAROLD AUTEN, 


Phone: BRYANT 8371. 


And watch for the forthcoming productions— 


eo S,” in English, German and French; an E. A. DUPONT production. 
“THE W PLAN,” THE Sensational Spy Story. 
“THE YELLOW MASK,” Edgar WALLACE Musical Thritler. 


“YOUNG WOODLEY,” successful West-End Play. 
German, an Alfred HITCHCOCK production. 
successful West-End Farce. 
ESWAY production, in English and German. 

FORLORN,” an E. A. DUPONT production. 


1540 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
Telegrams : Auten, R.E.P., New York. 


(EXPORT? LTD», FILM 


“NIGHT LIFE,” a Richard EICHBERG Bi-Lingual production. 
* COMPROMISING DAPHNE,” a Farce Drama directed 
“THE MIDDLE WATOH,” successful West-End Comedy, directed by Norman WALKER. 


“SUSPENSE,” Patrick MacGILU’S famous War Play. 
“ENTER SIR JOHN,” in English and 
“ALMOST A HONEYMOON,” 
* CHILDREN OF CHANCE,” an Alexander 
by Thomas BENTLEY. “CAPE 


Canadian Distributors : 


Telegrams: REGAL FILMS, TORONTO. 


HOUSE, WARDOHUR LONDON 


REGAL FILMS LTD., 1200 Royal Bank Buildings, Toronto. 
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and Await Meeting 


Variety Circuits to Settle Future 


A meeting of the representatives 
of all major variety theatre cir- 
cuits is being awaited by the N.V.A. 
and V.M.A. to determine the fu- 
ture of both variety organizations. 
Another interested party is Pat 
Casey. 

This meeting can not be held be- 
fore the return of Harry Warner, 
now in Europe. He is due back in 
New York on the “Majestic” next 
week, Will Hays, who also has 
been abroad, returning to New York 
yesterday (29), is another expected 
at the contemplated conference. 

The variety managements. will 
have to decide on ways and means 
to continue the support of the 
N.V.A. institutions or one of them 
at least, that one being the N.V.A. 
Sanatarium at Saranac, N. Y. So 
far there has been no general con- 
ference on the subject, following 
the decision last April, by the man- 
agers to take up a hat collection 
in the theatres for the N.V.A. 

The hat collection was pre-sup- 
posed to take care of the N.V.A. 
institutions for a year from that 
month. Due to surprisingly small 
bulk contributions by the public in 
the theatres and the outstanding 
debts of the Sanatorium, the latter 
amounting to around $300,000, the 
gross of the April collection, this 
side of half a million, has rapidly 
vanished. The Sanatorium debts 
were first paid with the N.V.A 
patients at Saranac moving into the 
new building last month. 


The V. M. A. . 


Nothing whatsoever is known as 
to the futyre of the V.M.A. Pro- 
vided the variety circuits do not 
agree upon some substantial man- 
ner of supporting the two organiza- 
tions, it is almost a certainty Pat 
Casey will leave both, Casey has 
gone through a multitude of vexa- 
tions the past year.in his attempts 
to steer the N.V.A. and V.M.A. into 
smooth waters. He is now remain- 
ing only by request of several of 
the circuits’ heads pending the final 
meeting that should be held by Aug. 
15. 

Two of the heads who have asked 
Casey to coi.tinue until some finality 
is reached are most important var- 
iety executives. Whether these two 
will be able to swing the other 
heads is uncertain. A feeling that 
both the National Variety Artists 
and Variety Managers Association 
are wholly vaudeville adjuncts is 
in more the minds of the picture 
circuit directors, That angle is 
raised when the subject of contri- 
buting funds to the support of either 
comes up. 

The V.M.A. is the guiding welfare 
body for the vaudeville artist and 
circuits, with all variety circuits 
now playing vaude acts in one guise 
or another. Should the variety cir- 
cuits hold themselves aloof from 
the contributing plan and attempt 
to throw the entire burden upon 
Loew's and R-K-O as the vaude 
circuits, there is doubt of the after- 
math, except that Casey will quit. 

Social Side Gone 

The N.V.A. has in reality resolved 
itself into the customary charitable 
organization with but little social- 
bility to it left. This was indicated 
with the recent resignations of Eddie 
Cantor as president of the N.V.A. 
and William Morris as director of 
the sanatorium, Whatever moves 
are made to maintain the N.V.A., it 
is unlikely that any will attempt to 
rebuild the social side of the organ- 
ization. 

The N.V.A. annual election is 
overdue and will probably not be 
held prior to the managers’ meet- 
ing that is to decide its fate. If 
continuing as an organization of 
actors entitled to its benefits, the 
N.V.A. will probably revoke its pres- 
ent insurance benefit at the next 
general meeting, leaving the N.V.A. 
end in New York more like the 
Actors’ Fund in scope of operation. 


Blacks Under Cork 


Duke Ellington’s bandsmen will 
put burnt cork over their dusky 
complexions while working with 
Amos 'n’ Andy in that team’s pic- 
ture for R-K-O Radio. Just being 
colored isn’t enough, with Amos 'n' 
Andy declared to have felt the 
Ellington men should carry out the 
“black-up” idea by putting it on 
themselves. 

Irving Mills, who has Ellington 
and band under personal contract, 
left New York last week to pick up 
the orchestra in Chicago for the 
trip to the Coast. 


PUBLIX AFTER VAUDE 
HOUSE MANAGRES 


Preparing to go in for vaude on 
an even larger scale than reported 
a few months back, Publix it is 
learned, is looking for managers 
familiar with that field. The order 
has gone out, it is said, for experi- 
enced vaude house managers to 


Publix’s conversation of scores of 
house to vaudfilm policies. 

It is said the word from head- 
quarters is that Publix can put all 
available vaude managers to work 
this fall, with the circuit expecting 
to go in stronger for vaude acts 
than at first anticipated, whether 
the policy will be officially known 
as “presentations,” “vaude” or “at- 
tractions.” 


SUMMERS AND HUNT IN 
HEROIC RESCUE ACT 


Sam Summers and Estelle Hunt 
(Mrs. Summers), the vaude couple, 
changed their routine to a rescue 
act in a boat off Long Beach, L. L, 
Sunday and saved 10 lives. 

Mr. and Mrs. Summers live in 
Freeport. When not working and 
making sleeper jumps on trains, 
they jump the waves with their 40- 
foot cruiser in the bay. Sunday 
afternoon Sam had himself and.the 
wife out for a ride. Passing Long 
Beach they heard an explosion to 
the rear. 

A similar craft, owned by George 
W. Edwards, non-pro neighbor of 
the Summers, had blown up, throw- 
ing three of the party of 10 over- 
board. The others, still on the sink- 
ing boat, were trapped by flames. 
Sam and Estelle stepped on it 
and got there in time to hoist the 
trio out of the water and pulled the 
others off the burning ship before it 
went down. 

For the heroism they got front 
page type in the Monday dailies. But 
none of the papers mentioned that 
the Summers are a standard vaude 
act and that their billing is Sum- 
mers and Hunt. 

Miss Hunt also got a _ badly 
wrenched knee while hauling in a 
floater, 


STAGE HANDS GIVE 
HOUSE MGR. PRESENT 


Cincinnati, July 29. 

Stage hands have given a testi- 
monial to a resigning theatre mana- 
ger. 

This occured at the Albee last 
week when the deck hands presented 
Cliff Boyd with a wrist watch. From 
the gang in the front of the ‘jouse 
he received a typewriter. 

Cliff is quitting show business to 
raise chow dcgs. 


Publix Shows in Aug. 


Publix stage shows set 
through August, with full casts ex- 
cepting for the Boris Petroff unit 
for the last week in the month, 
which will have Senator Murphy 
heading the talent. 

Opening tomorrow (Thursday) in 
New Haven “Garden of Girls,” Pe- 
troff show with Billy Glason, Bob 
Bob and Bobby, Gertrude Fisher, 
Olive Sibley ang Fred Evans Girls, 
a chorus of 25. Most units carry 12 
or 16. Increase is fur this unit only 
and does not mean choruses that 
large will be carried with all pro- 
ductions. 

Aug. Frank Cambria’s “Toy 
Shop” opens with having Hyde 
and Burrell, Dick Henderson, Gomez 
Trio and Gamby Girls. Following 


unit “Harem Hokum,” staged ©: 
Louis McDermot., with Morris and 
Campbell, Three Gobs, Beatrice 


Gardell and Harry Moore in the 


company. 


Fyffe With Show 


Will Fyffe, foreign comic, report- 
ed going on tour with Carroll's 
“Sketch Book” next season, Show 
opens Sept. 29 in Brooklyn. 


be rounded up in anticipation of Wi 


HANDERS and MILLIS 


Now in England. 


After playing 18 consecutive 
weeks for General Theatres and 


Stoll Circuits, still working. 
Care Henry ‘Sherek, Ancaster 


House, Cranbourn street, London, 


Audience Act Limit 


R-K-O booking office has de- 
cided on a general ban against 
“audience acts,” with excep- 
tions made only for acts so 
routined that the audience 
stuff is in full view of the en- 
tire house, upstairs and down, 

Size of many theatres makes 
it impossible for acts that go 
into the orchestra to be com- 
pletely seen from all parts of 
the house. This has set the 
R-K-O office against all audi- 
ence action that cannot be seen 
from every seat. 


PAN’S COMEBACK REPORT 


Story He Is Out for Another Circuit 
—Two Houses to Start With 


After succeeding in bolting the 
Los Angeles hoose-gow, where he 
spent months on conviction of seri- 
ous charges brought by Eunice 


Pringle, Alexander Pantages is pre- 
paring to stage a comeback, it is re- 
ported. The veteran vaude circuit 
operator, who sold nearly everything 
he had to R-K-O, Warner Bros. and 
others, is planning to build up a 
circuit in the west through his Hol- 
lywood and Seattle houses, plus in- 
dies that can be brought in under a 
booking agreement. 
Eddie Milne, Jr., Pan's former 
New York booking head, was in 
New York last week hinting when 
confronted with reports Pantages 
was trying for a circuit of 20 weeks 
between the coast and Chicago that 
“Pantages is’ planning some big 
things,” 
Report is that Pantages has al- 
ready made tentative arrangements 
for film product dependent on towns 
that he would penetrate. 

The Pantages circuit at one time 
embraced 30 weeks. 


Got Less Salary After 
Signing with Agency; 
Team Tired of Terms 


Lawrence Edward Quinn and 
Walter Stewart, as the team of 
Vale and Stewart, have applied in 
the New York Supreme Court for 
an injunction preventing Lyons & 
Lyons from interfering with them in 
obtaining theatrical engagements 
pending the trial of a suit to cancel 
their contract with Lyons & Lyons, 
made in 1927, on the ground that 
they were under age when the 
agreement was signed. 

The plaintiffs say that prior to 
the contract they were receiving 
about $375 a week and that Arthur 


Lyons represented that he could 
get them over $700 a week, for 
which reason they signed. They 


say they were booked in the same 
theatres as before and got less sal- 
ary, in addition to which they had 
to pay the agent’s 10% commission 
and were also compelled to enter 
an act owned by Lyons & Lyons at 
$150 and were also charged the 10%, 
although they had an offer of $450 
at the time. 

The suit is brought because Vale 
and Stewart had arranged to.enter 
the, Shubert production, “Artists & 
Models” and were rehearsing for the 
show May 19 when they were no- 
tified by Willie Edelstein that they 
were still under contract with Lyons 
& Lyons and would be prevented 
from acting in the production. Phey 
say that the Shuberts then refused 
to make a contract with them until 
they settled the controversy with 


$7,000 FOR CANTOR AT 
PALACE FOR ONE WEEK 


Eddie Cantor will play the R-K-O 
,-Palace, New York, for one week at 
$7,000, after he finishes his four- 
week picture house engagement for 
Warners. Max Gordon arranged the 
Palace week Monday, with no date 
as yet set. 

Cantor in the Warner houses is 
playing 6-day towns at $7,500 net. 
With commish ang the other day 
figured pro rata, it is equivalent to 
a usual vaude salary oc $10,000. 
The difference in the Palace price 
is accounted for in the difference in 
number of daily performances, the 
Palace playing but twice daily. 


3 N. W. TOWNS TAKEN 
OFF R-K-0 INTACT ROUTE 


Figuring nine weeks on the In- 
terstate time, but not counting 
Toledo, closed for the summer, and 
discounting Tacoma and Seattle, 
which have been placed in straight 
picture policies, the R-K-O intact 
route now stands at exactly 30 
weeks. 
Business not warranting, Spokane 
and San Diego (three-day stands) 
and Tacoma (full week) were taken 
off the intact tour last week, with 
routing switched accordingly. Shows 
now wiil play Winnipeg, Van- 
couver, Seattle, then Portland in- 
stead of Tacoma and Los Angeles, 
Long Beach and Salt Lake instead 
of San Diego following Long Beach. 
Interstate weeks to follow St. 
Louis are Oklahoma City, Fort 
Worth, Dallas, San Antonio, Hous- 
ton, New Orleans, Birmingham, At- 
lanta and Charlotte. 


Mrs. Greenwald Very III 


Chicago, July 29. 

Mrs. M. L. Greenwald, wife of the 
R-K-O producer, was in a precari- 
ous condition at St. Joseph’s hos- 
pital Monday (28), after taken sud- 
denly ill at the Greenwald summer 
home at South Haven, Mich. 

She was rushed the 140 miles to 
Chicago by ambulance after being 
hospitalized at South Haven for five 
days, when her condition took a 
grave turn for the worse. 


Gus Van, Strictly Single 


Three weeks of time has been 
tentatively set by R-K-O for Gus 
Van as a single. Tentative opening 
date is Aug. 23 at the Fordham, 
with 86th street, Jefferson, Hamil- 
ton, Madison and Chester to fol- 
low. 

Instead of using a pianist, Van 
has decided to carry a leader in 
the pit who will play straight for 
some gags. 


Meyer’s Trip West 
Walter Meyers goes to Hollywood 
next week, his first trip since be- 
coming head of Warner Bros, stage 
booking and casting bureau. 
Meyers will be away three weeks. 


Closing Intact Shows with Best 
Act May Extend to Other Bills 


Next to closing spots will be only 
a memory to vaude headliners in 
the future as a result of R-K-O's 
plan to place the strongest acts on 
shows at the end rather than in 
the penultimate crevice. This will 
be carried out in the booking of 
both intacts and spothandled bills, 
according to present indications, an@ 
may even be attempted at the Pal. 
ace whenever feasible. 

Idea is under experiment in the 
east and with new four-act intact 
shows going out for northwestern, 
western and southern tour, with the 
test, according to booking men, ex- 
pected to prove the contention, a 
new one in vaude, that the best act 
should come last. 

In addition to the new intact go- 
ing out this week through Madison 
and Chester dates in the Metropoli- 
tan area, many other houses were 
booked with the headliners in the 
finishing spot. Some of them are 
Buster and John West at the Al- 
bee; Medley and Dupree at the Ken- 
more (last half); George Jessel at 
Flushing (first half) and Victor 
Oliver (last half) and J. C. Flippen 
at the Fordham (last half). 

R-K-O is not eliminating usual 
opener or closer acts, including 
flashes, needing those for variety, 
but where two of the same descrip- 
tion were used to both open and 
close in the past, one now may be 
booked. That in itself will provide 
more variety, with room for some 
other class of act. 

Stopping Walkouts 

It is also figured through closing 
with the headliners that walkouts, 
often occuring in the past when the 
last act was on, will be curbed if 
not cut out altogether. Contention 
is that walking out on the finishing 
act gives a bad impression, if noth- 
ing else and in addition to -hat de- 
nies the proper break to the closers 
as of old, whatever their type. Book- 
ers will admit many acts have been 
booked here and there as just 
“something for the walk,” that espe- 
cially fitting the Palace, where with 
dumb acts winding up commotion 
sometimes has been so bad that 
those staying couldn’t enjoy the 
acts anyway. 

So far no trouble as far as could 
be learned has been experienced in 
getting headliners to go for clos- 
ing bills. 

With the 4-act bills, the reason is 
simple; an ordinary closing act 
would be an extra ’ rn and expense 


Linder Settles 


Complaint of the Six Barnstorm- 
ers against Jack Linder, filed with 
the V. M. A., claiming they played 
a one-day engagement at the Ma- 
jestic, New Jersey, and were not 
paid off, has been settled. 

Linder stated an agent in his 
office, Frank Belmont, has booked 
the act, but that the office had not 
received any money for the engage- 
ment. 


Three Loew’s Named 
Loew will eliminate vaude Aug. 2 
in Fairmount and Victoria, New 
York City, and the Willard, Wood- 
haven, L. IL All three will 60 

straight pix at reduced prices. 


During the coming season Loew’s 
May use a “Local Follies” week in 
its de luxe houses. 
Heretofore “Local Follies” has been 


in the vaude houses. 

Loew is very much taken up with 
the “Local Follies” weeks consider- 
ing them good business besides the 
gratis publicity. 

During the 
Loew's will have 
skip the houses. 

Loew stages these “Local Follies” 
in big time fashion sending its ace 
producers to put on the show and 
offering prizes and awards. Victor 
Hyde, who staged the Pittsburgh 
“Follies,” will stage all others. The 
idea originated with Louis K. Sid- 
ney, who is strong for it. Arthur 
IKxnorr, who produces the units for 


each one of 


“Follies” weeks 
its regular unit 


the defendants. 


the Capitol, New York, will visit 


Loew s Sold on Local “Follies” Idea: é 
Will Be Placed in More Houses 


the theatres where the “Follies” are 
being held to give any finishing 
touches, 

Scholarship 

Loew's is awarding a Chester 
Hale scholarship to the best local 
girl dancer in the “Follies.” The 
Hale scholarship insures the girl 
six months’ free tuition in a Hale 
dancing school. She is also award- 
ed a silver loving cup by Loew’s. 

Loew's pays each member $10 for 
the week's work, although they will 
rehearse from a week to two weeks 
prior to the “Follies” week for no 
salary. Loew supplies all costumes 
scenery, etc. 

After the “Local Follies” finished 
in Pittsburgh, three girls, who billed 
themselves as “Three Queens,” weré 
held over a week by the theatre 
and placed in the regular Loew unit 


at the customary salary. 
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No Stage Show Policy for New 
Season So Far Declared by Any 
Large Circuits, Except Warners 


Outside of R-K-O, with a starter 
of 80 weeks, more than all the 
others combined, none of the major 


ty circuits has yet definitely 
erect on stage policy for next 
Rawners is the nearest to R-K-O 
in reaching a decision as to vaude 
for 30-31. This circuit declares that 
by winter 20 weeks of stage time 
will be booked through its office. At 
the best last season the Warner 
yvaude books contained 12 weeks. 
The increase is expected to come 
from present straight picture thea- 
tres adding stage shows. 

Par-Publix is not known to have 
formulated any conclusive plans, 
put is regarded as the dark horse of 
the variety wheels because of its 
large theatre holdings and constant 
plugging for revival of “flesh” on 
its stages. 

During the summer Par-Publix 
has carried on a survey of all thea- 
tres, with reports requested from 
division and house managers re- 
garding vaude adaptabilities of the 
houses under their direction. 

Loew’s 

Loew’s sudden changing of thea- 
tres from vaudfilms to straight 
films this summer has caused much 
comment and many conflicting opin- 
ions. It’s generally believed that 
Loew’s dropped vaude to reduce the 
summer operating expenses, with a 


(Continued on page 70) 


Joe Sullivan Missing, 
Leaves Debts Behind 


Los Angeles, July 29. 

Following a close check-up of 
vouchers he had submitted for pre- 
liminary expenses in the opening of 
the Johnny Collins, Joe Sullivan and 
William J. Duffy agency in the 
Roosevelt Hotel, Joe Sullivan is re- 
ported to have disappeared, leaving 
unpaid a hotel bill in excess of $500. 

Sullivan came here about two 
months ago to open the office. He 
had with him, according to claims, 
money advanced to him by Duffy to 
meet expenses. 

When Collins, who came on later, 

requested Sullivan to submit vouch- 
ers and then had them checked by 
auditors, Sullivan absented himself 
from the office for several days. 
- After that an effort was made to 
corral the vouchers, but they had 
disappeared, and with them Sulli- 
van, 

Among other “incidentals” after 
arriving here about three weeks ago, 
Sullivan borrowed $1,400 from 
Frank Melino, actor. Two checks 
for $100 each were returned to the 
London pipe store stamped “insuffi- 
cient funds.” They had been issued 
by Sam Armstrong, who later made 
good. Armstrong also did the same 
thing for another check Sullivan 
had cashed at Agua Caliente. 

On July 25 word reached here that 
Sullivan was in Oklahoma and 
bound for Texas. 


BUD HARRIS AND NEW 
PARTNER WITH R-K-0 


Bud Harris, of the colored team, 
Harris and Radcliffe, has agreed 
through an attorney to settle his 
debt with the R-K-O booking of- 
fice at the rate of $150 a week. 
Harris is reported to owe R-K-O 
$3,000 of an original $12,000, in- 
curred by Harris through George 
Godfrey, then R-K-O booking head. 

An arrangement has been made 
by Harris and R-K-O with Par- 
Publix for deduction of the weekly 
amount from Harris’ salary on the 
Par-Publix circuit, for which he is 
booked to open shortly with an- 
other partner. Radcliffe, an em- 
ployee of Harris’, with Harris the 
owner of the act, is also going out 
with another partner. 

R-K-O released Harris from a 
year of booking obligations to per- 
mit him to switch to Par-Publix 
The release was given, R-K-O 
stated at the time, because Harris 
and Radcliffe were “more trouble 
than they are worth.” 


JOE SCHENCK’S FOLKS 
FIGHTING THE WIDOW 


The parents of the late Joseph 
Schenck of Van and Schenck have 
turned over to a lawyer, for the 
purpose of filing suit, a complaint 
that Lillian Broderick Schenck, the 
widow, has taken possession of the 
estate and left the family out en- 
tirely. They base their complaint, 
it is reported, on a charge that 
Schenck married Miss’ Broderick 
before the divorce decree ending 
his first marriage had reached ma- 
turity. 

Miss Broderick, then of the vaude 
team of Ryan and Broderick, mar- 
ried Schenck after his divorce from 
Amelia Schenck in 1923. 

Last week Mrs. Schenck’s petition 
for administration of the estate was 
granted by the surrogate in Queens. 
In the petition the Schenck holdings 
were valued at $75,000. 

Schenck’s mother and father, in 
the reported action, claim their son 
established them in a lunch wagon 
business and that they were en- 
tirely dependent on him. 

Arthur H. Priest, attorney for 
Mrs. Schenck, stated no notification 
of such a suit or complaint has 
been received by him or his client. 
Priest asked, on Mrs. Schenck’s pe- 
half, the whereabouts of the money 
from the $75,000 partnership life in- 
surance policy said to have been 
held by Gus Van and Joe Schenck. 

Van would not comment on the 
reported estate litigation between 
Schenck’s surviving relatives, stat- 
ing it was not his affair. 


Jimmy Ashley, legit agent, now 
with Jerry Cargill. 


RK-0 Books Copy 


Act of Trahan’s 


R-K-O is booking the team of 
Johnny Berkes and Vesta Wallace 
in an act duplicating the one done 
by Al Trahan on that circuit last 
Season, on strength of Miss Wal- 
lace’s plea that she, as Trahan’s 
former partner, is as much entitled 
to the routine as Trahan is. 

‘ Trahan has left vaude temporar- 

y and is now rehearsing with the 
new “Little Show” in New York. 
arena and Miss Wallace split 

years ago after six and a half 
years together. Miss Wallace claim- 
€d that Trahan dropped her from 


po act. without her consent. A 
or vaude contract issued by R- 
-O, then Keith’s, to Trahan and 
— still had a year to go and 
allace, when allegedly 
gl by Trahan, started suit for 
snare of it. The suit is still 
Pending, 
Since 


Parting from Miss Wallace, 


Trah 


an has had two partners, first 


Marie Duval and then Yukona Cam- 
eron, who is now with him in the 
show. 

Miss Wallace and Berkes, a sin- 
gle, teamed three weeks ago. R- 
K-O is booking the act with dis- 
regard for a possible complaint from 
Trahan. 

The Trahan and Wallace routine, 
which Trahan is still doing and 
which Miss Wallace contends she 
has a right to, has the man doing 
the comedy and at the piano, and 
the woman singing and foiling. 


Stantons Out of Show 


Val and Ernie Stanton, with 
“Tattle Tales,’ musical, now in 
Boston, step out of the- show 
Aug. 9. 


They will return to vaudeville. 

On the same date Mickey Alpert, 
hailed as Boston’s favorite cabaret 
entertainter, will also be let out. 


STADLER and ROSE 


“C. B. Cochrane’s 1930 Revue,” 
London, England. 
Direction WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Personal Rep., CHARLES HOGAN 


OWN ACT 


The six old-timers now playing 
in Eddie Dowling’s new act for 
R-K-O will be sent over the cir- 
cuit in a turn of their own when 
finishing with Dowling at the Chi- 
cago Palace in two weeks. 

They are Corinne, Sam Morton, 
Dave Genaro, Josephine Sabel, 
Lizzie Wilson and Tom Harris. 
Their ages range from 75 to 86, 
with the eldest, Harris, dancer. 

Name of act not picked yet, but 
it won’t be ‘R-K-O’s A. K.’s.” 


Mrs. Roy Schuster Tires 
Of Being Banged About 
By Her Dancing Hubby 


Roy Schuster, assistant at Ned 
Weyburn’s dancing school at $150 
a week, declared in an affidavit to 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Col- 
lins that he was not a wife beater 
and that the reason he occasionally 
struck his wife, Amy Schuster, was 
that she couldn’t get her dance 
steps right when they were _re- 
hearsing, and worked herself into 
a hysterical temper which caused 
him to “push her and strike her 
lightly.” 

Mrs. Schuster, who got an order 
from Justice Collins for $40 a week 
alimony and $350 counsel fees pend- 


ing the trial, cited a number 
of occasions when she said her 
husband struck and slapped her 


when they were rehearsing a danc- 
act because she made a mistake. 
On one occasion he Knocked her 
down, she said. 

Mrs. Schuster declared that when 
they were rehearsing an act at the 
Michaels Studio of Acrobatics, her 
husband slapped her face and struck 
her in the side with his fist until 
the piano player had to stop him. 
The piano player corroborated her 
statements, but Schuster. said it 
wasn’t true and that the pianist 
was sore because he would not get 
him a job with his present employer. 

Schuster told the court that he 
wants to live with his wife and 
four-year-old daughter but that his 
wife’s present conduct “now en- 
dangers all that I have attained 
after six years of struggle.’ He 
said that she is a fairly good 
dancer but that she refuses to take 
the child out into the park to get 
the sun but makes her play in the 
house all day while she spends her 
time “in pajamas or tights practic- 
ing dancing with a victrola.” 


GRACIE FIELDS, PALACE 


Single Vacation Week at $1,500 for 
English Comedienne 


Shortly following her opening at 
the Victoria, London, on Aug. 11, 
with her own unit, Gracie Fields 
comes to New York for a brief va- 
cation. She will fiill in a single 
week for R-K-O at the Palace, New 
York, at $1,500. 

Over there Miss Fields is a “name” 
worth much more, but in view of 
her proportionately limited name 
value here, plus the vacation idea 
Charlie Freeman, who made the 
booking direct with William Morris, 
Jr., set that figure. 


“Varieties” for “Vaudeville” on 


R-K-0 Starts Aug. 9 


105 of 144 Acts 


Of i144 acts needed by R-K-O 
for its 40-week four-act road 
shows between August, 1930, 
and April, 1931, covering all of 
next season, 105 have been 
booked. 


BEN PIAZZA QUITS R-K-0; 
WEST COAST PROSPECT 


Ben Piazza turned in his resigna- 
tion to R-K-O upon returning from 
his vacation yesterday (Tuesday). 

Last fall when manager’ of 
R-K-O’s western booking office in 
Chicago, Piazza was transferred to 
New York and made office manager 
in charge of the home booking office 


details. It was then the R-K-O 
booking triumvirate of Charlie 
Freeman, George Godfrey and 


Piazza was formed, with Freeman 
as western booking head and God- 
frey in the east. 

When Godfrey was released last 
spring and Freeman became booking 
head in charge of all vaude, east 
and west, Piazza’s duties were, from 
reports, lessened. 

Before resigning, Piazza was said 
to have declined a position offered 
to him by Jos. Plunkett in the 
R-K-O theatres operating depart- 
ment. Piazza declared he would 
prefer to return to the west coast, 
where it is thought he has a pros- 
pect in view. 

Piazza was a Los Angeles resi- 
dent for a long while, being R-K-O 
booking manager there before go- 
ing to Chicago. He is reported to 
have received propositions from 
several circuits other than R-K-O, 
but with none Known to have been 
accepted as yet. Piazza rejected 
offers from two major circuits be- 
fore coming to New York for 
R-K-O. 

His resignation is effective {mme- 
diately. 


GENE OLIVER FINED 
AND SENT TO JAIL 


Chicago, July 29. 

Gene C. Oliver, Cook county tax 
assessor and former vaude pro- 
ducer, was sentenced to 18 months 
in prison and fined $12,500 in U. S. 
court for income tax evasion, Oliver 
will retain his county job, however, 
and does not commence his prison 
sentence until Sept. 15. 

In view of Oliver’s past good 
character, and the fact She has a 
wife and two children, Judge Wood- 
ward, who passed sentence, declared 
he showed leniency. 


Pan’s K. C. Lease Assigned 


Kansas City, July 29. 
Lease on the Pantages theatre has 
been assigned by the Pantages Thea- 
tre Co. to the Charno Theatre Co., 
latter a corporation recently formed 
by Louis J. Charnisky and asso- 
ciates. 
Charnisky has been manager of 
the house for the last few years. 


with Unit Bill 


R-K-O’s new name for its combi- 
nation stage and film shows, 
“R-K-O Varieties,” which rubs out 
the word “vaudeville” on that cir- 
cuit as descriptive of stage bills 
after 35 years, will first be used in 
the billing of the western four-act 
unit bill opening Aug. 2 at the Mad- 
ison, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

This unit will carry the “R-K-O 
Varieties” label with it through the 
entire 40-week route, as will the 
units following weekly thereafter, 
New York R-K-O houses and others 
not on the intact show route will 
make the name change at about the 
same time, with expectations that 
“R-K-O Varieties” will be used 
100% over the circuit by September. 

“Vaudeville” will also be replaced 
by “varieties,” contraction of the 
older term, “variety,” by which the 
entertainment was known until 
B. F. Keith changed it to “vaude- 
ville” at the Palace, New York, only 
remaining straight variety theatre 
in the country. 

R-K-O’s press department has 
commenced to notify newspapers 
of the decision to change the name 
of the circuit’s shows, which since 
.advent of a new stage booking plan 
have changed in nature. News- 
papers are asked to refer to the 
R-K-O entertainment as “R-K-O 
Varieties” instead of “vaudeville.” 


NORMAN THOMAS’ SUIT 
AGAINST “COPY ACT” 


West Indian 


Frederick Crump, 


negro, and Leddy & Smith, the 
vaude agents, have been served 
jointly, and Leddy & Smith indi- 


vidually as a firm, in two separate 
actions by Norman Thomas, colored 
variety performer heading the quin- 
tet bearing his name, 

Jacob I. Wiener, attorney for 
Thomas, who is now in England, 
asks for an injunction against 
Crump’s alleged imitation of 
Thomas’ act. Leddy & Smith are 
being sued for $100,000 damages for 
alleged interference with Thomas’ 
contract with Crump whereby the 
latter, formerly a member of the 
Norman Thomas Quintet, was al- 
legedly covenanted not to do the 
same type of act for a number of 
years. 

Injunction argument comes up 
Aug. 4 in New York supreme court, 


Dept. Closed 


Chicago, July 29. 
R-K-O scenic and drapery de- 
partment has been closed by Nate 
Blumberg, western director. Esti- 
mated the move will save the cir- 
cuit $50,000 a year, 


Move cuts out a warehouse and 
heavy overhead expense. Circuit 
will buy from New York or take 
contractors’ bids on scenic work, 


Ethel Norris’ Break 


R-K-O has released Ethel Norris 
from a 40-week contract to permit 
her to go with Arthur Hammer- 
stein’s musical, “Luana.” 

Miss Norris received the Ham- 
merstein offer after opening in the 
R-K-O western road show at the 
Madison, Brooklyn, the current first 
half. Her spot will be filled by 
another turn for the route, 


Vaude May Come Back in Philly 
Through Warners and Indie. Mgrs. 


Philadelphia, July 29. 

If the Warner Bros.’ 
terialize, this town may yet come 
back as a vaudeville center. Once 
a great vaude town, Philly isn’t a 
vaude town at all any more, Nota 
vaude theatre here, nearest to it 
being Warners’ Earle (presenta- 
tions). 

Cross Keys, Logan, New Circle 
and Forum, here and the nearby 
Orpheum in Germantown and Tow- 
ers in Camden are being tésted for 
vaude possibilities with two 


plans ma- 


stage 


nights a week and with few excep- | is 


tions are finding the stage stuff 
helpful. 

William Friehoffer, owner of the 
Nixon and Tower theatres in Philly 
proper, has voiced intentions of 
playing vaude in one of the two next 
season, 

R-K-O is after a local location 
and if getting it, will install vaud- 
film. 

Philadelphia’s population exceeds 
2,000,000. 

A few years ago there were 12 
weeks of playing time closely group- 
ed in this vicinity, and playable for 
of vaude act. Today there 


any sort 
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VAUDEVILLE 


~ 


The chain store idea in the mer- 
i¢handising of vaudeville is seen, 
‘fundamentally, by R-K-O heads as 
so sound economically that the in- 
tact form of show, now being car- 
ried out for around 40 weeks, must 
eventually be placed in operation 
for the entire circuit, with a lone 
exception likely the Palace, New 
York, the one big-time straight 
vaude stand on the circuit. 


_ R-K-O has found, it is admitted, 
that the intacts, with four acts 
making the route together week in 
week out from the startin; point in 
New York, are economically prefer- 
able, from the monetary and detail 
point of view. Claim is that through 
the intact show and booking, R-K-O 
is relieved of considerable detail it 
would otherwise have, while the 


saving in money is considerable 
through avoidance of last-minute 
booking, holdup’ salaries, long 
jumps, etc. 


While the saving is probably at 
arpund 20 or 25%, an R-K-O ex- 

tive insists there is a tremen- 
dous saving but says the circuit 
has not figured it down to the point 
where an estimate can be made with 
any degree of accuracy. 


Only present explanation why in- 
tacts are not now routed for all 
the R-K-O houses outside of the 
Palace and possibly Albee, Brook- 
lyn, latter due te location in hot 
competitive situation, is that “all 
things must start slowly and grad- 
ually reach the 100% stage.” 


4 Acts Enough 


That eventually R-K-O’s idea of 
chain merchandising of vaude will 
blanket the entire circuit is ad- 
mitted as certain, but no one in 
high enough capacity to know can 
predict how soon the country will 
be laid out that way for the four- 
act intacts. Executive opinions in 
R-K-O is in accord on the question 
of four-act shows as enough for a 
vaude bill, considering the average 
length of features and the advis- 
ability of room on programs fer 
organ recitals, orchestra overtures 
and talking shorts. 


Four-act intacts first were built 
‘by Charlie Freeman for the west, 
with additions including two New 
‘ York houses and several key center 
; stops between here and Minneapolis. 
These tacked-on weeks, according 
to the lowdown, were agreed on 
with a view to testing the four- 
act intacts in spots other than the 
west, 


4-Act Intact Good Merchandising 
And Provides Saving Up to 25% 


| Dancing Jordans Divorced 


Los Angeles, July 29. 

Elsie and Clarence Jordan, vaude 
dancers, have been entirely sep- 
arated here through a divorce action 
started by the wife. 

Mrs. Jordan said she made an an- 
announced call upon her husband in 
a hotel room. That was plenty for 
the court. 


Hoctor as “Name” 


After three years’ absence Har- 
riet Hector returns to vaude Aug. 
9 for a week at the R-K-O Palace, 
New York. For the tlast three 
years Miss Hoctor has been fea- 
tured as premier danseuse with the 
Ziegfeld shows. 

When last in vaude Miss Hoctor 
was partnered with William Hol- 
brook. She now returns alone as a 
“name.” 


M. C.’s, Indef 


Charles Kaley opens as m. c. at 


“MICHEL” 


America’s Premier Dancing 
Xylephenist 


‘44 weeks’ «engagement at 


Doubling at Paiiadi Helbera 


the Mastbaum, Philadeiphia, Aug. 1 
indefinitely. The following week 
(Aug. 8) Will Osborne goes in for 
one week. 

Jean Morgan opens an indefinite 
engagement as m. c. at the Stanley, 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 8. 


Vaudfilm in Toledo 


Toledo, July 29. 
R- K- O Keith’s, closed since 
June for alterations, reopens Aug. 
30 with vaudfilms. 

R-K-0O’s four-act western road 
shows will play here, Toledo likely 
falling in between Cleveland and 
Chicago on the route. 


Silber Closes Office 


Arthur Silber is remaining in Los 
Angeles, closing his New York 
agency Aug. 1. 

Silber was formerly one of the 
most active of all the indie agents. 


Boyle Not Teamed 
Hollywood, July 29. 

Jack Boyle, whe split with Dave 
Kramer recently, denies he _ will 
team up with Johnny Morris (Mor- 
ris and Towne). Boyle has planned 
no return to vaude. His home is 
out here. 

Meanwhile Kramer has gone east 
and will do an act with his daugh- 
ter Edith. 


Vaude at a Warner 
Warnes theatre, Lawrence, Mass., 
now straight pictures, takes on 
vaude July 31. 


Five-act bills on last half, policy. 


HARRY CARROLL 


and His Revue 


Routed this season and next sea- 
son with R-K-O. 
Management CHAS. MORRISON 


Incorporations 


New York 


Standard Film Exchange, Ine., Buf- 
falo, deal in motion picture films, ma- 


chines, $10,000. Filed by George M, 
Raiken, 350 Ellicott Square, Buffalo. 
Lee S. Friedman Pramatic Produc- 


tions, Inc., Manhattan, deal in theatrical 
enterprises, $10,000; Anton Green, R. 
Ephraim Shack, E. L. Crans. Filed by 
Jacob S. Greenfield, 11 West 42nd street, 
New York. 

General Amusement Corp., Schenec- 
tady, operate amusement parks and 
theatres, $20,000. Filed by Thaddeus 8. 
Ogenowski, 277 State street, Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. 

Boardwalk Golf Club, Inc., Manhattan, 
operate an amusement park, 200 shares 


no par value. Filed by kL. K 
11 West 42nd street, New 
ork. 


William Brandt Fiatbush Theatre 
Corp., Kings, operate theatres, motion 
pictures, 100 share no par value; Philip 
F. Jacobs, Joseph Port, Joseph S. Horo- 
witz. Filed by Philip F. Jacobs, 66 
Court street, Brooklyn. 

illiam Brandt Jamaica Amusement 
Corp., Kings, operate theatres, motion 
pictures, 100 shares no par value; Philip 
J. Jacobs, Joseph S. Horowitz, John G. 
Zeliner. Filed by Philip F. Jacobs, 66 
Court street, Brooklyn. 

William Brandt Windsor Amusement 
Cerp., Brookiyn, deal in talking pic- 
tures, conduct amusement places, 100 
shares no par valuc; Philip F. Jacobs, 
Joseph S. Horowitz, John G. Zellner. 
Filed by Philip F. Jacobs, 66 Court 
street, Brooklyn. 

S and F Theatres, Inc., and 35 Second 
Avenue Theatre, Inc., Manhattan, oper- 
ate theatres, motion pictures, $10,000; 
Cornelius Fliashnick, Philip Fliashnick, 
Herbert Leow. Filed by Bernard Fliash- 
nick, 1441 Broadway, New York. 

Transit Amusement Co., Inc., Kings, 
operate amusement devises of all kinds, 
$25,000; William Dau, Herman Garms, 
George F. Giesow. Filed by George F. 
Giesow, 1772 Madison place, Brooklyn. 

St. Marks Amusement Co., Inc., Rich- 
mond, cenduct amusement places of all! 
kinds and golf, $16,000; Henry Storck, 
William Storck, Harry S. Clark. Filed 
by Frederic W. Lahr, St. George, S. I. 

Seymore Amusement Co., Inc., Roch- 
ester, operate theatres, motion pictures, 
100 shares no par value; Toby Fogel, 

sewis osenzweig, ine 
Rochester, g, Terminal bldg., 

odern Productions, Inc., Manh 
operate theatres, 100 shares gy or: 
value; G. H, Werner, Sally Stark, 
Theresa Brown. Filed by William Klein 
236 West 44th street, New York. : 

Seuth eatre Corp., Rochester, realty. 
100 shares no par value: Fanny Stark, 
gi Lewis Rosenzweig. Filed 

wis osenzweig, i 
Rochester, N. Y. 
Mont-Rose Productions, Ime., New 


York, deal im talking pictures and ac- 


Warners Booking Office Charge 
Vande and Stage Acts 


Ollie Debrow’s Trouble | 


Galveston, July 29. 

Ollie Debrow, former blackface 
comedian and husband of late Jes- 
sie Reed, New York show girl, was 
indicted by federal grand jury at 
Houston on narcotic charge. 

Debrow, shadow of his former 
self, is at liberty on bail pending 
trial. 


cessories of all kinds, $10,000; Angelo 
J. Palange, Irving King, Carl Caman. 
Filed by J. L. Diamond, 305 Broadway, 
New York. 

Southampten Athletic Club, Ine., 
Southampton, operate theatres, halls, 
arenas, $10,000; John A. Bradley. Fred 
Lundholm, Edward P. White. Filed by 
George W. Percy, Southampton, N. Y. 

15th Avenue Amusement Corp., Man- 
hattan, operate theatres, motion pic- 
tures, $20,000; Leon Samuels, Morris 5. 
Karp, Mary Jermanck. Filed by Such- 

& Samuels, 1560 Broadway, New 

York. 


Pollard Enterprises, Inc., New York, 
deal in motion films, $160,000. Filed by 
Levy, 1440 Broadway, New 

York 


Heart Lake Association, Inc., Bing- 
hamton, operate theatres, motion pic- 
tures, $10,000; Robert R. Lacey, Nathan 
B. Goodrich, Frank W. O'Connell. Filed 
by Mangan & Mangan, 90 Chenango 
street, Binghamton, N. ‘Y. 

Erleros Productions, Inc., operate the- 
atres, motion pictures, plays, 1,000 shares 
no par value; John Brennan, Aaron 
Lipper, Walter J. Kelley. Filed by 
Saul J. Baron, 214 West 42d street, New 
York. 

Warner Brothers Industrial Films, 
Inc., New York, deal in motion picture 
films, 100 shares no par value. Filed by 
Thomas & Friedman, 11, West 42d street, 
New York. 

New Era Film Exchange, Iac., Man- 
hattan, produce pictures, deal in and re- 
pair films, motion picture cameras and 
apparatus of all kind, . $10,000; Joseph 
Weinberg, Emil Rosenbaum, Morris S. 
Karp. Filed by Suchman & Samuels, 
1560 Broadway, New York. 

Van Buren Amusement Corp., Kings, 
operate theatres, motion pictures, $10,000. 
Filed by Louis M. Weber, 370 Seventh 
avenue, New York. 

Color Film Corp., Manhattan, deal in 
metieon picture films, 1,000 shares no 
par value; M. B. Paris, E. Haslinger, 
P. D. Greenspan. Filed by James Leslie 
Pinks, 233 Broadway, New York. 

. Dissolutions 

Albany Regent Theatre Cerp., Buffalo. 
Filed by Stanley Co. of America. 

Utica Properties, Inc., New York. 
Filed by Stanley Co. of America. 

Mark Strand Theatre Corp., Buffalo. 
Filed by Stanley Co. 

Acme. Theatre Company, Manhattan. 
Filed by company, Third avenue and 
149th street, New York. 

Nyack Amusement Corp., Manhattan, 
Filed by Leon Kauffman, 551 Fifth ave- 
nue, New York. 

Change of Capital 

Syndicate Theatres Cerp., Kings, ; 150 
shares no par value increased to 250 
shares no par value. Filed by T. Roger 
Mahon, 1561 Broadway, New York. , 


CALIFORNIA 
L. K. W. Pietares Corp., Ltd., capital 


stock 200,000 shares, subscribed $250; 
M. S. Kelley, George S. Walker, P. H. 
Burke, C. A. A. McGee, E. J. Kessler. 


Microphone Club of America, no cap- 
ital. steck; Jack Parker, Blanche Bal- 
lagh, Jean Clark, Charles 8S: Buck, 
Oliver M. Hickey. 

California Broadcasting Co., Ltd., cap- 
ital stock $1,000,000, subscribed $500; 
Dr. Wm. Smith, George S. Smith, Frank 
J. Yongo, Manuel Resnik, Dante La 
Fauche. 

Golf Amusement Corp., Ltd., 
stock 100 shares, subscribed 
Harris, M. Lantz, M. Schneirow. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Attlebore Amusement Co., Attleboro, 
capital 1,000 shares of no par; Max L. 
and Joseph M. Levenson, of Boston, and 


capital 
$15; 


Fred B. Murphy, of Quincy. 


Warners’ non-commission policy 
for artists and acts booked through 
its central casting office in New 
York, will not be applied to vaude 
and other stage bookings. When 
announcement was first made of 
establishment of the new Warner 
booking bureau, with Walter Meyers 
in charge of all placements, stage 
and screen, it was _ generally 
thought the ‘“non-commission” 
classification included everything 
booked through that office. 


It is now learned from Warners 
that the stage booking department 
will continue to deduct the cus- 
tomary 5% commish from all stage 
salaries for the upkeep of the of- 
fice, and that there is no intention 
of changing the system. 

That makes Warners’ booking 
office no different than any other, 
The only bookings from which no 
fee is exacted from artists are film 
placements. None of the picture 
companies charge commission when 
casting film people. Eddie Cantor, 
however, was booked direct by 
Meyers for Warner houses, net. No 
commission. 

Picture players, like stage acts, 
pay commission to their agents 
when having them. Warners has 
no control over the agents. 


Busted Bubble 


Until Warners broke the bubble 
with this last announcement, it was 
general belief that the Warners had 
at last established the perfect 
vaude and stage booking office. 
Comment on the “non-commish” 
rule was favorable and to effect that 
the agency might probably save 
money on the net salaries and be 
in a position to buy talent cheaper 
without eharging commission, 
through the _ possible good _ will 
created thereby. 

It now appears that the only 
change made by Warners in its 
booking routine was to move all des 
partments into one building and un- 
der one head. The only Warner 
booking department still separated 
from the rest is the talking shorts 
department, still located at the 
studios in Brooklyn, but eventually 
due to move in with the others on 
44th street. 


Teamed by Unit 
Fanchon and Marco have teamed 
Bob Brandeis and Sammy Cantor 
and routed the pair in the “Idea ia 
Blue.” 
Brandeis was formerly part of @ 
three-act, while Cantor is just 
breaking in on the stage. 


“The 2d Chevalier” 

Emile Boreo to Theatre Pigalle, 
Paris, Aug. 1 on the “Ile. de France” 
for limited summer season, 

Emile’s now styling himself “tae 
French comedian” and going aftet 
the “second Chevalier’ idea, 


Made Famous by Radio to Thousands Upon Thousands ‘of Listeners 


NOW---In Person---N O W 


THE 


This Week, KENMORE, Brooklyn 


THE OUTSTANDING NOVELTY COMEDY HIT 


Created By and Featuring GERTRUDE BERG 
Touring the Greater R-K-O Theatres 


Exclusive Management of the NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


Personal Direction of PHIL PONCE 


| 


| 


JUST RETURNED FROM SUCCESSFUL EUROPEAN TOUR 


LONG TACK SAM 


SUPPORTED 


MI-NA and NEE-SA LONG 


BY HIS TWO CHARMING DAUGHTERS 
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CHEERIO! 


JACK HYLTON 


and his 


BOYS 


“His Master’s Voice” Records Exclusively 


Back in Vaudeville following our very successful Concert Tour 
throughout Europe, embracing France, Germany, 
i Sweden, Italy, Switzerland, England, Denmark, 


Belgium and other countries 


R-K-O—WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 


PLAYING A RETURN ENGAGEMENT WITHIN TWO WEEKS 


LONDON COLISEUM 


ALSO MAYFAIR HOTEL (LONDON’S SMARTEST) 


USHERS 


LONDON “DAILY MAIL,” 7-4-30. “An unusually clever American ‘thought-reading’ 
act, presented by Miss Frances Usher and Mr. Harry Usher, aroused enthusiasm at 
the Coliseum yesterday. The almost instant pronouncements made by Miss Usher of 
objects held out by members of the audience were really startling. This sort of thing 
has been done before, but not so.” 


Thanks to HENRY SHEREK 


European—JENIE JACOBS, REEVES & LAMPORT 


DOUG RUTH 


LEAVITT 


OFFER THEIR 


“HIT-BITS 1930” 


with GATTISON JONES and ELSIE ELLIOTT 
AUDREY RICHARDS, DICK TERRY, ELENORE WOOD 


The 7 LAWSON GIRLS and 
TED EDDY’S MELODIANS NOW PLAYING THE LOEW DE LUXE THEATRES 


Direction LOUIS K. SIDNEY 


OPENING IN SEPTEMBetx FOR ENTIRE SEASON LOEW CIRCUIT 
Thanks to Mr. SIDNEY and MARVIN SCHENCK, ana ©-~ Personal Representative, SAM LYONS 
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Unanimously Voted 
“THE MARVELS THE 
! By Press and Public 
Now Standing Them in 
is The World’s Best and Biggest Show 
Folies Bergere, Paris” 


EXCEPT FOR. 5, MONTHS STILL ‘OPEN 
Booked Solid for the Next Seven Years 


THE SENSATIONAL AMERICAN JUVENILE ACROBATIC DANCERS i 


} 7 Thanks to the SIMON AGENCY of New York for our solid R-K-O booking; also our present representative, PETE mutt of C. B. MADDOCK'S AGENCY 
ae And in Paris —HENRI | LARTIGUE and CLIFFORD FISCHER Also’ “TRANSVARIETY, * Our Present Agents 


~ ra 


ii 
| MAYE ANN GILLEN ||| No Stage Show = 
ar “(Continued from page 67) 
(Pale Face) good picture line-up in store from Booking Exclusively with R-K-O and 
and trade talk, is chancing the film Western’ Vaudeville Managers’ Association 
line-up to jump the grosses from: 
now until November, when that cir- i 
cuit is scheduled to show a state- . 
ment. 3 
stab at higher profits through 
i ' elimination of stage costs, declare 
k with its vaude this summer that, 
rd if forced back to vaude in the fall, + g': * 
R S the opposition will be so far ahead Artists Representative 
Loew’s will never catch up. 
£ Taking Away Patronage 
ad i 4 R-K-O in regard to the Loew op- DANNY GRAHAM, Associate 
JOHNNY JONES . WEEDEN & SCHULTZ |f/position. ‘Wherever Loew's has suite 826 State-Lake Bldg, 190 No. State St. Phones 7418-7419 


now until fall. Loew's, from reports’ 

H sl the circuit will lose so much ground 
Direction This appears to be the attitude of 
eliminated vaude, R-K-O, with a 


| ee competing theatre, has increased its ‘CHICAGO 

| Pity with money and exploitation. It is 


R-K-O’s intention to wean the 
| Loew patronage over to R-K-O 


vaude and get the jump. at 
R-K-O is attempting to plant an | 
7 “always a good show” rep for its 4 


ei theatres through strong vaude bills 
8 { e to offset the expected picture weak- 
New Springboard and ness. It is further hoped by this’ 
circuit that the “good show” rep, 


Risley Combination if gained, may also offset the pic- 


° e ture advantage held by other cir- 
Featuring a Triple Somersault with 


4 
i 
Touring R-K-O Circuit of Tieatres 


happened to receive a break with rtists’ Representative 
Eastern Rep.—JACK CURTIS Western Rep—WILL JACOBS pictures, with its already éstab- } 
lished stage advantage, it might SUITE 622 STATE-LAKE BUILDING 


= run away from the field. CH 1C A G O 


Fox isn’t much of a contender in 


the vaude field, with only 6 weeks 


A Most Pretentious and Spectacular Novelty on the books’ top last season, and GEORGE 'ILUKES, Associate 
but two split weeks now booked out y pire s 
The Idol of the Circus of that office. Although Fox is ra. ae i 


strong in the presentation end with Phone. ‘Franklin 4678 


20 weeks of time, playing the Fan- te ; 

chon & Marco stage productions. 
Par-Publix presentation time will Booking Exclusively with R-K-O and 

strike somewhere between 20 and ti! 


Brilliant Star of Equestrianism Aff iliated Circuits 


about 10. 


Loew's vaude time, through the Vii 
WITH PHIL summer reductions, is now down to dat 
16 weeks, with but six weeks, low- 
Celebrated Riding Comedian and The Wirth Family est in many years, in New York. 
and. 10, also low, out of town. 4 ’ 


THE CONTINENTAL ARTIST, AN AMERICAN FAVORITE 


Presenting His Original, Unique International Entertainment 


SAILING—ILE DE FRANCE (Aug. 1) PALLADIUM, LONDON (Sept.) 


i R-K-O Direction | Sole Management English Representative 
v: JACK CURTIS LYONS & LYONS | WILLIE EDELSTEN 
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Survival 


of 
the 
F ittest 


The 
Survival 


of 
the 
Fittest 


EUROPE AMERICA 


NEWS—If You Are Coming West— 
Moving With the Times, 
Awake to the Continuous Changes 


Finest Representation Ever Offered 


in the Middle West 


Bring All Your Producing and 
Booking Troubles to Us. You Take 
No Risk and Incur No Obligation 


ROUTES NOW BEING 
ARRANGED 
NO STALLING NO DELAY 


Our Best Salesman: 
A Prompt Reply with Results 


Write Wire Phone Immediately 


STATE LAKE BLDG. CHICAGO 


Reviewed by 
M. WILLSON DISHER 


THE PALLADIUM 


America may still be 
careless of the existence of 
Limehouse, despite the 
writings of Thomas Burke. 
But Great Britain cannot 
be otherwise than well 
aware of Harlem, for even 
our own writers are fasci- 
nated by it. On the halls 
its influence is becoming 
increasingly evident, and 
is likely to extend rapidly 
now that Norman Thomas 
is here. His “jamboree of 
jazz” gives us a very vivid 
idea of what “Harlem- 


‘| mania” is like. No “talkie” 


has supplied so lively a 
glimpse of New York’s 
colored quarter as his 
band of merry men. Nor- 
man Thomas himself is 
the pianist, and Sonny 
Thompson the drummer. 
Norman Thomas, Jr., is 
one of the dancers, Frank 
Allen the other, and Wil- 
liam Fontaine the _ tenor. 
There is something de- 
monaic about their danc- 
ing and playing which 
would be impossible to 
match elsewhere. 


FLO MAYO 


In “WALKING BACK FROM AN AEROPLANE RIDE” 


JUST FINISHED LOEW’S DE LUXE HOUSES 
NOW PLAYING R-K-O CIRCUIT 


NORMAN 
THOMAS 
QUINTET 


INTERNATIONAL 
HEADLINERS 


Now 
Touring 


Europe 


American Rep. (R-K-0) 
ABE FEINGOLD 
(Hugo Morris Office) 


Paris Rep. 
HENRI LARTIGUE 


London Rep. 
FOSTER’S AGENCY 
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PALACE, NEW YORK, This Week (July 26) 


THOSE ECCENTRIC COMEDY DANCERS 


HARRY DOROTHY DIXON 


“The John Held Jrs. of Vaudeville” 


| Direction—HUGO MORRIS 


Loew 


EVELYN WILSON 


| Late Feature George White’s “Scandals” 


BOOKINGAGENCY 


General &xecutive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


TOURING THE 


LOEW LUXE THEATRES 


Thanks to Messrs. J. H. LUBIN, MARVIN H. SCHENCK 
and LOUIS K. SIDNEY 


George ANDRE & Co. Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


ADAGIO FOURSOME 
BOOKED SOLID K-K-0 


Wi as IT FY Now Headlining on the Loew Circuit 


» REILLY’S » = —— —— Loew's State, New York, Week of August 16 


AMERICA’S FOREMOST JUVENILE 
TAP DANCERS 
R-K-O CIRCUIT OF THEATRES 


LYONS & LYONS, Representatives 


—GREETINGS— 
We Wish to Thank Those Responsible for a Most Prosperous and Pleasant Season 


Johnnie FULTON and PARK ER—Peggy 


LOEW R-K-O 
CHARLES YATES WAYNE CHRISTY 


JUST RETURNED FROM EUROPEAN TOUR 


THE INTERNATIONAL FAVORITES 


WYNNE 


in “NOW AND THEN” 


“VARIETY,” Paris, April 26 “VARIETY,” London, Feb. 11 i] 
“Rogers and Wynne, American standard act, panicked them.” “Rogers and Wynne were splendidly received.” 
R-K-O Representative London Representative Continental Representative Independents : 
JACK CURTIS FOSTER’S AGENCY HENRI LARTIGUE LEDDY & SMITH 
JUST RETURNED FROM EUROPEAN TRIUMPHS 
AN INTERNATIONAL NOVELTY 
TOURING ORPHEUM CIRCUIT Eastern Representative—WEBER-SIMONS AGENCY 
OPENING 
PALLADIUM 
LONDON ES 
NOVEMBER 
10-17 LAMPORT 
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Wednesday, July 30, 1930 


AMERICA’S COMEDIENNE 


Has Just Completed Three and a Half Years’ Starring Abroad 


Headliner Vaudeville England, Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales, Africa and Australia 


Star Revue Denmark, Paris and Belgium 


‘And Now Is Happy to Announce That She Is 


RETURNING TO AMERICA SEPTEMBER 27 


‘ 'All Communications May Be Addressed to the 


N. V. A. Club, 229 West 46th Street, New York 


English Rep. 
REEVES & LAMPORT 
LONDON 


American Rep. 


FRANK DONNELLY 
PHILADELPHIA 


European Rep. 


ALBERT TAVEL 
PARIS 
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WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


Represents 


“THE INTERNATIONAL JOY BOY” 


LEX HYDE 


MODERN 
WORLD’S BEST AND MOST VERSATILE 


GIRL ENSEMBLE 


HEAR THEM PLAY TSCHAIKOWSKI’S FAMOUS “1812 OVERTURE” 
THE FIRST GIRL BAND TO DO IT—THRILL! WONDER! 
The Only Girl Band SUCCESSFULLY Rendering This Masterpiece 


RECORD:-- CONSECUTIVE MONTHS 
BOOKED SOLID AMERICA AND EUROPE FOR 1931-32 


FEATURING 
TOMA GENARO HELEN O’TOOLE LUCILLE PETERSON FRANKIE BOOTH 
‘‘American’s Great Solo Trumpeter” “Versatility Personified” 
PERSONAL DIRECTION OWNED AND PRODUCED BY SUGGESTIONS 


JOHN HYDE ALEX HYDE VICTOR HYDE 


found, golf is a gambling game, at 
d least those who play with him at it : 
all always want to bet. 
Blue’s determination to quit gam- 
AL FRANK gling for all time came after two 


Gambling Silly 


(Continued from page 1) 


the gambling way, and his swearing 
off includes golf. As far as he has 


lle Instituti 
Now a Vaudeville Institution The International Novelty 


recent incidents. The decisive one 
was a couple of weeks ago, when he 


THE STANDARD and Mrs. Blue spent a week along- and his 


side a small lake in New Hampshire. 


His board bill for the week was $20, 
Among Standard Comedy Acts states Blue, and he has never had e 
: such a nice time since in the show 
business. When you can enjoy on ¢ ] eC 
Presenting Their New Comedy Smash as yourself for $20 for a week and 


° e include your wife, Ben claims there’s 
Weiner and Schnitzel no gambling spell that can compare. 


* Blue made a comparison for the TOURING FOR LOE 
im week-by-week idea. Just before W 
it at the race track. It was the only (ff And Doing Very Well, Thank You! 


game that far he had not lost money 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY trying to beat. The week's race 
(EDWIN MEYERS) track vacation cost Mr. Blue $18,000. Direction WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 

Blue’s back to work now, in 

R-K-O—JACK CURTIS Loew’s State at $1,750 for the week. 


In his 10 years in the show business 


Blue has earned between $400,000 


and $500,000. He doesn’t say that 


gambling has cleaned him, but he 


isn’t bragging about what’s left. 


WILLIAM JACOBS SADIE JACOBS 


It was that figuring up alongside 


the waterfront in New Hampshire 


that convinced Blue gambling is - 
only for gamblers. He has not yet MORRIS AL GUY 
discovered that without chumps 

like himself there would be no pro- a 
Greenwald - Weston - Perkins | 


Gifts Thru I. 0. U.’S | AGENCY 


(Continued from page 1) STATE LAKE BUILDING 


STATE-LAKE BUILDING sere i 1e full amount has been Suite 606 Tel. STATE 6667 


Fawkes is the boy who used to 


Associate 


CHICAGO give Miss Carrigan sums of money BOOKING EXCLUSIVELY WITH R-K-O 
when he was on friendly terms with 
7 her, but made her sign an i.o.u. AND 
for practically every dollar. 
When Fawkes and Miss Carrigan AFFILIATED CIRCUITS 
Booking Exclusively with reached the parting time, he de- 
manded the return of the moneys. WANT PRODUCTION PEOPLE—COMEDIANS, INGENUES, 
RADIO-KEITH-ORPHEUM—East and West Miss Carrigan refused and he sued. SOUBRETTES, JUVENILES, SINGERS, DANCERS AND SPECIALTY 
After showing the i.o.u’s, Fawkes PEOPLE FOR GREENWALD & WESTON PRODUCTIONS 


was awarded a judgment for their] 


full amount, 
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FIFTH YEAR ON THE AIR 
THE OLDEST CONSECUTIVELY RADIOCASTING COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


Presents 


HARRY RESER 


AND HIS 


CLICQUOT CLUB ESKIMOS 


WEAF “Red Network” Every Friday at 9 P. M. (E.D.S. T.) 


“NATURAL” FOR PERSONAL 


VAUDEVILLE PICTURE HOUSES LEGIT 


STUDIO OF HARRY RESER SCHOOL FOR THE BANJO: 148 W. 46TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 


SECOND SEASON 


BILLY BEARD 


THE ULTRA BALLROOM ARTISTS 


“THE PARTY FROM THE SOUTH” 


Playing Return Engagements in the 


LOEW NEW YORK THEATRES 


Yolanda 


Nightly at the Ultra-Smart 


St. Regis Motel Roof 


Thanks to Mr. J. H. LUBIN, MR. E. A. SCHILLER and 
MR. MARVIN SCHENCK 


Mew York City 


For Future Engagements Communicate 


Mr. Frank Veloz, St. Regis Hotel 


BOOKED SOLID R-K-O 


BOB HOPE 


in “KEEP SMILING,” R-K-O CIRCUIT OF THEATRES 


Eastern Representative—LEE STEWART Western Representative—WILL JACOBS 


OUT OF 4 
POCKETS” 


INTO THE . 
ONARES $$$ BOX OFFICE | 


E-Sole R entative 
EDWARD MORSE-Sole BLACKSTONE VILLAS, Colon, Mich. 


826 STATE-LAKE BUILDING. Chicago, I. 
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BURLESQUE 


Wednesday, July 30, 1930 


Mutual Shows and 


Houses All Set; 


Saturday Opening Day Amended 


After deciding to open all Mutual 
shows on Saturday next season, I. 
H. Herk, president, found that this 
would not work out as satisfactorily 
as desired, 

He amended it by ruling all 
houses west of Pittsburgh and Buf- 
falo will open Saturay, while all 
theatres east of those cities will 
open on Sunday and Monday, as 
heretofore. 

Herk had planned a continuation 
meeting of the house managers for 
the latter part of last week but 
later called it off. 

Runways will be permitted where 
the house operators want them. Al- 
most certain one house in Brook- 
lyn and all the N. Y. theatres will 
have them as formerly. 

There will be no musical director 
on the travel. ‘Advance producing 
managers will carry the show music 
along. 


A meeting of the dance producers | 


and the advance stagers was held 


Monday (28). Those attending 
were: Fred O’Brien, Ray Perez, 
Harry Blake, Jack Donoghue, 


Thomas J. Kerns, William Meaders, 
Jack Evans, Danny Fayne, William 
Neely, Fred Clark, Rose Gordon, 
Billy Thirll, Bunny Weldon, Charles 


Gregory, Frankie Ralston, Jimmy 
Allatin, Charles McElby, Jimmy 
Fulton, Paul Kane, Billy Koud, 


Jimmy Stanton, Ted Reilly, Both- 
well Browne, Nor Norcross, Murray 
Jeffries, John McAvoy, Mr. Smith, 
Lester Montgomery, Nat _ Fields, 
Mr. O’Neal, Harry Richards, Dan 
Dody, Jack Bedford, Harry DeWitt 
and Allen Calm, 
; List of Shows 

A complete list of the Mutual 
shows, with one exception (to be 
framed later) is as follows; “Girls 
From Follies,” “Frivolities,” “Get 
Hot,” Henry P. Dixon Big Revue, 
‘Flying Dutchman,” “Legs and 
Laughter,” “Whoopee Girls,” ‘Peek- 
a-Boo,” “Powder Puff Revue,” 
“Record Breakers,” “Let’s Go,” 
“Foolin’ Around,” “Take a Chance,” 
“Radium Queens,” “Night Life in 
Paris,” “Step Lively Girls,” “Laugh- 
in’ Thru,” “Wine Woman and 
Song,” “Jazz Babies,” “The Temp- 
ters,” “Broadway Scandals,” “Bare 
Facts,” Billy Arlington Big Show, 
*“Kuddlin’ Kuties,” “Step on It,” 
“Pleasure Seekers,” “Flapper Fol- 
lies,” Harry Steppe Own _ Show, 
“Novelties,” Frank Silk “Silk Stock- 
ing Revue,’’ “Speed Girls,” 
*“Dimpled Darlings,” “Speed and 
Sparkle,” “Hi Ho’ Everybody,” 
“Sugar Babies,” “Fine Feathers,” 
“Hindu Belies‘ and “Girls in Blue.” 

Mutual theatres and towns for 
next season and probable route:— 

Grand, Hariford. 

State, Springfield, Mass. 

Gayety, Boston, 

Ridgeway, Schenectady. 

Gayety, Buffalo. 

Columbia, Cleveland, 

Empire, Toledo. 

yayety, Detroit. 

Haymarket, Chicago. 

Rialto, Chicago. 

Empress, Chicago. 

yayety, Milwaukee. 

Empress, Kansas City. 

Garrick, St. Louis. 

Mutual, Indianapolis. 

Empress, Cincinnati. 

Lyric, Dayton, O. 

Lyceum, Columbus, O. 

Academy, Pittsburgh, 

Gayety, Washington. 

yayety, Baltimore. 

Trocadero, Philadelphia. 

Casino, Boston. 

Hudson, Union City, N. J. 

Orpheum, Paterson, N. J. 

Empire, Newark, N. J. 

yayety, Boston. 

Modern, Providence, R, IL 

Plaza, Worcester, Masa, 

Howard, Boston. 

Irving Place, New York. 

Star, Brooklyn. 

American, New York. 

Fox, Jamaica, L. IL 

Minsky’s 125th St., New York. 

Lyric, Bridgeport, Conn. 

There will also be a week of dates 
on what will be called Route No. 1, 
one night stands at Allentown, Lan- 
caster, Pottsville and three in Read- 
ing. 


Minskys’ Stock ieee 22 


Minskys’ National Winter Garden, 
lower east side, New York, will re- 
open with stock policy Aug. 22. 

Company will include Fay Nor- 
man, Mae Dix, Sally Swan, Hazel 
Miller, Betty McAllister, Carmen, 
Peggy Wilson, Helen O’Rourke, Ed- 
die Kaplan, Bob Nugent, Bobby 
Burch, Jack Coyle and Don Trent. 


Mutual’s 3-Stand Chi 
Layout Great Advance 


Chicago, July 29. 

After a brief visit to this city 
of I. H. Herk, president of the 
Mutual wheel, the burlesque map 
changed considerable. Last year, 
one house, the Empress, played 
Mutual, with the Star and Garter, 
Haymarket, Academy, Rialto and 
State-Congress playing stock bur- 
lesque. 

Now contracts have been signed 
giving the Mutual the cream of the 
city, with the Haymarket taking 


care of the westside, Rialto down- 
town and the Empress southside, 

The Academy and State-Congress 
will continue stock burlesque. Only 
house left, still up in the air, is the 
Star and Garter. Columbia lease 
was returned on this house, with 
the owners, Hyde & Beeman, 
hanging out the “For Rent” sign. 


Extra Stagehand Needed 
For Operation of Spots 


Although the Mutual burlesque 
circuit will carry only one stage- 
hand next season, the services of an 
additional man will be necessary 
under order of all the locals where 
the shows play when booth lights 
or spots are used. 


Where a traveling electrician took 
care of this the Mutuals will find it 
imperative under local union juris- 
diction where the house crew cannot 
operate the lights in question. This 
will require the employment of a 
local electrician. 


Instead of the Mutual shows get- 
ting rid of the weekly salaries of 
two road crew men it only dispenses 
with one, as using spots is some- 
thing no burlesque show can do 
without. 


Jamaica “Yes” on Wheel, 
But Astoria “No!” 


I. H. Herk has made a booking 
arrangement with Fox’s Jamaica 
whereby the Mutuals will start 
there around Labor Day. 


The Mutuals played this house 
before. It was for a long time a 
Fox vaudfilmer. No effort will be 
made to play Astoria. The flop 
at the Astoria theatre was enough. 


Bathing Girl Views Too 
Much for Resort Show 


Stock burlesque folded after two 
weeks at the Hippodrome, Wild- 
wood, N. J., with bathing beaut pa- 
rades by femme vacationists too 
much opposish for the wiggle 
operas. 

Lew Talbot, Mutual producer, had 
installed the stock. Hipp may make 
a try at dramatic stock as succeed- 
ing poicy week after next. 


Assign Wheel Girls 


Ann Corio, once reported going 
to Earl Carroll, will be starred this 
season in Mutual’s “Girls in Blue.” 
Miss Corio is under a long term 
contract with Emmett Callahan, 
who, with Rube Bernstein, formerly 
produced the “Girls in Blue.” 

C. & B.'s other femme shaking 
bet, Hindu Wassau, is no longer 
with “Hindu Belles,” and in her 
place will appear Mae Brown as 
featured soub. 

Erin Jackson, 
“Peek-a-Boo,” 


another, goes to 


Burlesque Changes 


Abe Sher, Rags Ragland and Pa- 
tricia Kelly closed with the stock 
at the American, New York, last 
week with Harry Stratton and 
Jean Vitale having gone in as sup- 
planters this week. 


Another shake-up in principals 
went in this week at the Irving 
Place, New York. Sally Swan, 
Nanette Daly, Evelyn Whitney, Ger- 
trude Hayes, Jr., and Yvonne closed 
with the troupe, last week, with La 
Villa Maye, Peggy Reynolds, Hattie 
3eall and Peggy Wilson opening as 


supplanters this week. 


CESARE SODERO 


N. B. C. Maestro 


Composer,. conductor, showman. 
Widely known N. B. C. orchestral 
director. For 12 years the general 
musical director for the Edison 
Recording Laboratories, during 
which time Cesare Sodero made 11,- 
000 records, he has brought to the 
radio microphone a sense of musi- 
cal balance and orchestral tech- 
nique which reflected itself favor- 
ably from the start. 

Exclusive Management 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING CO. 


Mutual's Casts 


Additionally completed Mutual 
show personnels for the new sea- 
son are: 

“Broadway Scandals”—Joan Lee, 
soub; Henry (Pep) Pearce, eccen- 


tric comic; Ray King, straight 
man; Jack Erickson, eccentric 
comic; Delois Greene, ingenue; 


Nazerro Hallo, ingenue; Flo Dearth, 
soub; Four Life Boys, vaude act. 


“Flapper Follies’—Jack (Tramp) 
Montague, tramp comic; Jack 
(Tiny) Fuller, eccentric comic; Edd 
Lolor, straight; Gus Flaig, charac- 
ter; Johanna Slade, soub; Alice 
Duval, soub; Nanette Dailey, soub; 
Gladys McCormick, ingenue; Leazen 
and Zelig, acrobatic dancers 
(vaude). 


“Novelties of 1930”—Harry Clegg 
and Harry Meyers, eccentric com- 
ics; Artie Lloyd, character comic; 
George Reynolds, straight; Andy 
White; juvenile; Peggy O'Neil, 
“blues” soub; Jean Bodine, soub; 
Helen Carlson, ingenue; Keyton 
Sisters, specialties; Millard and 
Anito, dancers (vaude). 


Billy Arlington’s Own Show— 
Billy Arlington, tramp comic; 
Eleanore Cochrane, prima donna; 
Dad Taylor, character comic; Jack 
and Ernestine, specialty dancers; 
“Boots” Rush, soub; Harry Beasley, 
straight; Vic MHallen, eccentric 
comic; Peggy White, ingenue; Al- 
thea Goldwyn, tap dancer. 

“Wine, Woman and Song”—Jyes 
LaRue, prima donna (featured); 
Harry Pepper, Hebe; Mervin Har- 
mon, straight; Billy (Boob) Reed, 
comic; “Snookie’” Woods, soub; 
Evelyn Murray, soub; Al Russell, 
juve; Marie Miller, acrobatic 
dancer; “Chocolate Dandies,” col- 
ored vaude act, 


“Peek-a-Boo” — Hal Rathbun, 
boob comic; Frank O'Neil, eccen- 
tric; Joe Kilch, straight; Eddie 
Burnett, uke specialty; Eleanore 
Hoffman, dancer; Erin Jackson, 
soub; Jackie James, soub; Meehan 
and Newman, vaude act. 


“Girls in Blue”—Ann_ Corio, 
starred; Hap Freyer, eccentric 
comic; Clyde Bates, tramp; Ruth 
Bradley, prima donna; Lew Petel, 
straight; Wallace Sisters, soubs; 


Joe Delano, juve; Jean Gaskell, in- 
genue; Milton Hamilton, uke spe- 
cialty; Johnny Goodman, charac- 
ter. 
“Fine 
eccentric 


Feathers”—Art yardner, 

comic; Harry Levine, 
Hebe; Murray Green, juve; Paul 
Ryan, straight; Gertrude Hayes, 
Jr., ingenue; Fanny McAvoy, soub; 
Margie Bartel, soub; Fields, Smith 
and Fields, vaude act. 

“Record Breakers”’—Ray Reed, 
Rube; George Lewis, Jew; Charles 
Shultz, straight; Harold Dean, juve; 
Marty Galamore, prima donna; Joan 
Collette, soub; Bebe Almond, vaude 
act; Holly Leslie, character, 

“Speed Girls’—Mike Sachs and 
Fred Beinder, Hebe comics; Adeline 
Parks and Frances Farr, soubs; 
Harry Cornell, straight man; 
Johnny Cook, juve; Frank Damsel, 
character; Alice Kennedy, prima 
donna; Alice DeVoe, soub; Archie 
Onri, vaude juggler. 


“Hindu Belles”’—Mae Brown, fea- 
tured soub; Harry Evenson, boob; 
Kitty Warren, ingenue; Tommy 
Miller, Bozo. character; Harry 
Ryan and Elsie Huff, juve and spe- 
cialty; Lew Denny, straight; Dotty 
Alendaria, soub; The Carletons, 


vaude musical act, 


News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 


LONDON 


J. C. Wharton, secretary to Tom 
Wells and Reginald Highley, Ltd., 
was sentenced to four months for 
stealing about $5,000 from his em- 
He took the money to 
finance theatrical interests of his 
own. Walls, although prosecuting, 
asked for leniency to be shown. 


The Box-Office Benevolent Fund 
has started. Sydney Carroll, first 
president, with Bronson Albery, 
Alec Rea and Horace Watson, trus- 
tees, 


Ernest Milton, who has not been 
seen on the stage here since his 
return from the States, plans to star 
in revival of Granville-Barker’s 
“Prunella,” to be presented at the 
Everyman. Author has written a 
new first act to the piece, 


Elmer Rice’s “Street Scene,” due 
in London in the fall for Leon M. 
Lion. Original cast may make the 
journey. 


A title has been found for the 
Charlot revue, to open the new 
Cambridge theatre in Seven Dials in 
the fall. “Charlot’s Masquerade” 
is name. Piece has had a hectic 
career, 


Piccadilly theatre. which has been 
having any number of tough breaks 
since its opening some 18 months 
back, has now been refused a Sun- 
day picture license. 


Major Henry Hornby fined for be- 
ing drunk in charge of a car. Case 
interesting because the man is often 
mentioned in Lawrence’s books on 
the Arabian campaign, and 
throughout the fight Hornby was 
one of the closest allies of the 
“Uncrowned King of Arabia.” 


Don Bradman, young Australian 
who has been smashing cricket rec- 
crds here, received $5,000 check 
from a business man in apprecia- 
tion. 


Irish Parliament considering 
measure putting tax on lipstick and 
cosmetics generally. 


First issue of U’s talking news- 
reel, supplementing their Empire 
News Bulletin, just released, 


Tightening up on fire regulations 
in cinemas is predicted in circular 
just sent out by the Secretary of 
Scotland, as a result of the Paisley 
fire disaster where 80 children were 
killed. 


Scotland Yard’s new method of 
finger print classification, whereby 
©. crook’s record can be completely 
disclosed inside of two minutes, may 
be adopted by the New York police. 


Announcement of engagement of 
Evelyn Laye to Carlisle Rowntree, 
American millionaire, denied here 
by her mcther. 


NEW YORK 


New York representative of Sid- 
ney Ross announced that the latter 
has arranged to bring the Russian 
director Vsevolod Meyerhold and his 
company over here the coming sea- 


son. Soviet troupe is to present a 
series of plays in their native 
tongue. 


Application of General Broadcast- 
ing System, operating Station 
WGBS in New York, for an injunc- 
tion restraining WICC, Bridgeport 
station, from using the frequency of 
600 kilocyles, has been granted by 
Federal Judge Barrows, of Connec- 
ticut. At the same time he denied 
the application of WICC for an in- 
junction against WGBS in the same 
case. Result of the decision is to 
permit WGBS to continue broad- 
casting on the frequency of 600 
kilocycles. 


Martha Lorber, former show girl, 
is being sued for $200 by the manu- 
facturer of a glass hat which she 
wore so that her hair would be 
transparent. In her reply she de- 
clared that she made an agreement 
with a “health glass” firm whereby 
she’d wear the hat and permit them 
to use her photograph if they would 
pay for the chapeau. They paid 
$200, she said, but left a balance of 
$200 still to be paid which the 
manufacturer now seeks jointly from 
oo Lorber and the “health glass” 

rm, 


Muriel Kirkland, recently’ in 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” and who 
stepped out of that show after slap- 
ping the face of Tullio Carminati, 
has gone under the management of 
William Harris, Jr. She will ap- 
pear in “The Greek’s Had a Name 
for It,” by Zoe Atkins. 


Dr. Harry Gilbert, Broadway phy- 
sician, filed suit against Alma 


Rubens to collect $334 which he al- 


leges due him for treating her, Da 
Gilbert alleges that on July 5 he wag 
called to the Park Chambers Hotel 
to treat Miss Rubens. The case rou 
quired his constant attention for 
several days. Miss Rubens gave him 
a bouncing check. ~ 


A. H. Woods and William A 
Brady will produce a newspaper 
play about the tabloids called “Five 
Star Final.” Author is Louis Welte 
zenkorn, former newspaper man, 


Vittorio Verse, for seven years 
with the Met and the St. Louis 
Opera, has been engaged by Arthur 
Hammerstein as musical director of 
Hammerstein’s theatre. Verse will 
conduct the orchestra of the pro- 
ducer’s forthcoming musical play, 
“Luana,” 


Herb Williams, Jimmy Savo and 
Jack Benny of “Vanities” have been 
commissioned by Earl Carroll to 
write sketches for “Personalities,” 
the next Carroll revue. 


Liberty theatre, Brooklyn, closed 
for three seasons, has been taken 
over by Nathan Shulman and Jack 
Rovenger, Yiddish theatrical man- 
agers, who will operate it as a Yid- 
dish playhouse. 


H. H. Van Loan, playwright now 
writing scenarios in Hollywood, has 
been ordered brought to New York 
by District Attorney Crain for trial 
on an abandonment charge. Van 
Loan is wanted here on a charge 
of leaving his 13-year-old daughter, 
Gertrude, without support. It is 
probable that the hearing here will 
air the charges made against him 
by his wife, Gertrude Cameron Van 
Loan, and his own charges against 
her. He has started divorce pro- 
ceedings. Case here will hold up 
Van Loan’s announced intention to 
march to the altar with Marjorie 
Rambeau as soon as the courts free 
him from his wife. The Van Loans 
were married in 1915 aboard the 
battleship “New York,” at anchor in 
the Hudson River. 


David Belasco celebrated his 76th 
birthday in Atlantic City last week. 
In an interview during the blowout 
Belasco predicted the death knell of 
talking pictures would soon _ be 
sounded. He declared that the noy- 
elty of talking pictures was already 
starting to wear off and that were 
he a young man he would go into 
the production of silent pictures, 
stating that good silents would 
sweep the country right now. Film 
producers laughed it off. 

Louis Isquith’s suit against “New 
York Mirror” for criminal libel was 
Cismissed last week in magistrates’ 
court by Magistrate Adolph Stern, 


Margie Pennetti, 35, burlesque 
actress, loved John Donlan, non- 
pro. To prove it she banged him 
over the head with a pitcher after 
accusing him of courting others. 
Donlan was taken to Bellevue Hos- 
pital with a fractured skull. Miss 
Pennetti was held in $3,000 bail. 


Charles B. Rossi, of Hoboken, is 
being held in $7,500 bail on a bench 
warrant on a charge of possessing 
obscene films. He was caught load- 
ing the films into an automobile. 
Alleged obscene films are said to 
be worth $200,000. They are sched- 
uled to be shown privately before 
Hudson County Prosecutor John F. 
Drewen. 


Tom Weatherly, co-producer with 
Brady & Wiman of the first and 
second “Little Shows,” has acquired 
a musical comedy book by Dwight 
Taylor called “The Gay Divorcee” 
and will place it in rehearsal soon. 
Arthur Schwartz and Howard Dietz 
will do the musical numbers. 


Will Morrissey’s all colored show, 
“Hot Rhythm,” will open at the 
Vanderbilt theatre soon. 


Robert V. Newman will produce 
“Bad Girl” out of town Sept. 
Brian Marlow and Vina Delmar are 
dramatizing the novel, 

Prohibition agents raided the 
Beaux Arts Club, Atlantic City, re- 
maining to see the performance 
after announcing their identity. 
They arrested six employees and 
confiscated beer and liquor. 


Mare Connelly, author of “Green 
Pastures,” who has been in Engs- 
land, returned Monday (28). 


Civic Repertory theatre, with Eva 
La Gallienne, director, and her 
company will open its fourth sea- 
son Sept. 29 in “Romeo and Juliet. 
Five new productions will be pre- 
sented during the coming season. 


Audrey Maple, show girl, was 
balked in her attempt to secure 4% 


divorce from her husband, Georse 
(Continued on page 79) 
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FERN HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


FOX, SEATTLE 


(Premiere—“Hell’s Angels”) 
Seattle, July 19. 
e had its nearest app. 

toa premiere last night, 
when “Hell's Ange the Howard 
Hughes super-thriller of the air, 
opened a run to capacity and lived 

to the tremendous ballyhoo. 
jean Harlow, featured along with 
Ben Lyon and James Hall, gave the 
Hollywood color by being on hand 
jn person. She airplaned from Cali- 
fornia, but with J. B. Alexander, 

¢ of aeronautics at the controls, 
had to make @ non-publicity forced 

in a field near Tacoma, 

due to taking on poor gas at Port- 
jJand. Then a truck and finally a 
motor car brought the star to 
Seattle, where the initial reception 
was held in the afternoon. 

Forty planes were in the air, and 
with billboards, newspapers, store 
windows and all proclaim- 
ing the Hughes super, the campaign 
outdid any ever known here. Be- 
fore the doors opened the gang had 
spent $20,000, much going into the 
pooth; $8,000 into advertising, with 
the Fox standing $5,000. Radio was 
hooked into the ballyhoo in a big 
“Mayor Edwards made the opening 
speech, extremely laudatory of Miss 
Harlow, whom he greeted earlier in 
the day with three kisses. The 
Mayor told the audience naively 
that Jean had kissed him a few, but 
the little star came back with: “The 
Mayor is wrong; he kissed me.” 
‘Anyhow the audience liked the 

ee. 

Owen Sweeten and band, in the 
pit, rose to the martial heights de- 
manded in keeping with the spec- 
tacular drama. The band boys sang 
bits of “Cheer Up” as a starter. 
Dorothy Grodvig, lyric soprano, sang 
“A Dream Comes True” very well. 
It is a composition by Claude 
Sweeten, of the band. A rousing 
march and the band sank out of 
sight as the short showing Governor 
Young of California bidding Miss 
Harlow good-bye on her trip to the 
Seattle premiere, came on. Fox 
News next. 

“Hells Angels” opened and soon 
got plenty warm. Its realism, stark 
and sans tawdry heroics, soon 
gripped the stylish first nighters. 

Trep. 


CAPITOL 


(“Good Fellows” Idea) 


Chicago, July 25. 

One of the sweetest units put 
inte this house by F. & M. since the 
Coston circuit dropped local pro- 
ductions and connected with the 
coast producers. 

“Good Fellows” rolls right along 
with a male chorus of 16 good 
voices, substantial and colorful pro- 
duction that has a European village 
set, and nice talent. 

A few quiet spots are the “Stein 
Song,” for a Swiss effect, and extra 
syncopative touches here and there, 
but not serious deficiencies. 

Based on the chorus being cadets, 
with colorful uniforms, their sing- 
ing continuity paves the way for 
all talent except one act. Mixing 
in right are Helen Burke, a chubby 
buck dancer, and Lucille Page, acro 
danseuse, a pip to look at and a 


good trouper, 
For comedy, Seven and Eleven, 
male blackface team doing a 


comedy dice game routine, were 
just right for this house, and a 
punch right along. 

Only weak moments were spe- 
cialties by a quartet called the 
M-G-M Four, nobody knew why. 

A strong finale, in which a castle 
tower gate is let down and a blonde 
girl, gorgeously attired, crowned 
queen to spirited music, then 
mounts stairs to a sunburst drop 
Surrounded by eight posing girls. 
On a small scale this sort of thing 
done exceedingly well, 

“Unholy Three” (M-G) and Fox 
hews., 

Business fair on a rainy night. 


STANLEY 


(“Moonbeams”—Unit) 
Pittsburgh, July 25. 
Big noise here this week is not 
the unit, but personal appearance 
of Bernice Claire, former legit 
Player, who is also on the screen 


ar Joe E. Brown in “Top Speed.” 
one girl, last here on stage in legit 
€sest Song” with Alexander 


Gray, who is also in pictures now, 
em ace high as a performer and 
rw be able to hold her own with 
vee best of them in pictures, vaude- 
© or musical comedy. 
of a sweet soprano 
‘ e and captivating stage pres- 
nee, Miss Claire does three num- 
rs, one a duet with Dick Powell, 
rm.c., and tied up the show 
So tight today that Eddie 
: bert, waiting in the wings to go 
«ag to wait a bit. Claimed 
her first movie house appear- 
oar’; but prima donna handled her- 
: like a real trouper. 
Yeberoruced by Powell, she wisely 
“glad ned from any of the usual 
medi to be here” hokum, but im- 
t ately went into “If I Were on 
Stage” and “Kiss Me Again,” 
Mile. Modiste,” which First 
has just finished as 


here 


moest of the Legion,” and in which 
S Claire is co-featured with 


alter Pidgeon. 


With Followed this up 


“Tea for Two,” from stage and 
Nanette,” 


“No, No, with 


Powell for a finish that brought big 
returns. With her smile and per- 
sonality, as well as a voice far 
above average, this gal could easily 
qualify as a singing vaude single 
any time. 

That the Stanley mob knew her 
was brought out upon her entrance, 
when applause lasted fully a min- 
ute. In addition to her current 
“Top Speed,” she also appeared in 
“No, No Nanette,” “Song of the 
Flame” and “Spring Is Here.” 


She works in middle of “Moon- 
beams,” preceding Lambert, who 
¢loses with his hoke stuff and good 
for plenty of laughs. Unit above 
recent Publix average here, with 
Mae Wynn and Buddy scoring 
solidly with their excellent tap 
dancing and Dorothea Berke selling 
a classy tango. Ashley Paige’s 
xylophone number with six sticks 
also a highlight, and Senorita 
Carita got over in a couple of vocal 
numbers. 


Dave Broudy’s overture features 
Bernie Armstrong, house organist, 
as piano soloist on stage in one; 
Madelyn Ward in an attractive 
vocal solo, and Harry Azinsky, first 
violinist, also in a solo—one of 
Broudy’s clever audience tries and 
surefire out front. 

Biz capacity. Cohen. 


PARAMOUNT 


(“Noah’s Lark”’—Unit) 
New York, July 25. 

A particularly notable bit of stage 
band producing and a snow tat 
has everything, including that rare 
quality of blending into a bing-bing 
show. Laurels go to its producer, 
Boris Petroff, who has assembled 
a lot of captivating specialty ma- 
terial, a generous amount of flash, 
couple of interludes of genuine 
comedy and a punch act in the 
adagio bit of Berlinoff and Eulalie. 
After Petroff got it assembled he 
laid it out for 100% effectiveness. 
Presentation runs close to 40 min- 
utes and isn’t dull a minute. Show 
backs up the current Par feature 
“Sap From’ Syracuse,” starring 
Jack Oakie, which looks like a 
popular success on the strength of 
its comedy. The fastidious picture- 
goer may not like its strong-arm 
brand of fun but the generality will 
love it, 

Stage is set with a futuristic and 
comic version of Mr. Noah’s yacht, 
the stage band being tucked in 
under the over-hang of its prow. 
. Dancing group is described as 
Fred Evans’ “Bluebirds,” 12 in num- 
ber and a whirlwind collection of 
stepping girls, strong in several 
kinds of dancing, particularly a 
pretty staging of the toe ensemble 
with the girls all dressed as blue- 
birds-for-happiness, made the basis 
of a trimly staged and beautifully 
executed classical dance routine. 
Girls also have an unusual frameup 
for unison tap bit, with the femmes 
dressed in brightly colored rags to 
represent shoe-black gaminnes. 

With Rubinoff leading the orches- 
tra they use Billy Farrell as a sort 
of free lance m. c., doing little in 
the announcing way, but working in 
his really great dance bits with 
others and finally going into one of 
those father-and-son competitions 
with “Dad” Farrell, a swift bit of 
specialty embroidered with touches 
of smart cross talk between the 
younger and the senior Farrell, cli- 
maxing with the announcement that 
the elder is beyond 70 years and 
followed by the oldster’s astonish- 
ing acrobatic stepping. This was a 
riot in the Paramount, where the 
audience doesn’t often lose control 
of its enthusiasms. 

The comedy wallop, however, is 
the antics of a prop horse. 3illed 
as “Pansy” without programing of 
the two men who handle the panto 
under the prop exterior. They de- 
serve billing, for they have some 
new quirks to an idea that is far 
from new, but almost audience 
proof. 

Margaret McKee, pretty blonde 
girl, acts as the trainer of “Pansy,” 
getting plenty of laughs and then, 
with the exit of the ridiculous “ani- 
mal’ furnishes a surprise by a neat 
dance duet with young Farrell and 
then springing a neat specialty of 
whistling bird calls. Girl also sings 
agreeably. 

The Berinoff-Eulalie adagio is 
strikingly introduced as a logical 
sequences to the “Bluebirds’” toe 
number, the girl of the team enter- 
ing elaborately garbed as a bird, 
while her partner appears as a 
hunter with bow and arrow. Girl’s 
costume is stripped, leaving her 
with very little on and they go into 
their sensational poses, working 
with the acme of acrobatic form 
and the girl displaying in her poses 
some of the most arresting con- 
tortion work observed around for a 
long time. 

Finale comes on swiftly following 
the Farrells’ frolic. Ensemble is 
just one of those final groupings for 
the finishing flash, until Berinoff 
and Eulalie give it the punch twist 
with the girl making a long leap 
from the Ark to a catch and pose. 
It was exactly the detail needed to 
round out a capital bit of stage 
production of the presentation sort. 

Jesse Crawford gets away from 
his usual novel handling of pop 
medleys and cycles, running to 
bits from “Cavalleria Rusticana,” 
Crawford-handling the operatic 
score with the same distinction he 
gives to everything he touches. 

Rush. 


ORIENTAL 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, July 25. 

Initiating himself into the Ori- 
ental as m. c. was no soft job for 
Harry Rose. The wisecracker had 
to hop around, run into the aisles 
and nearly climb trees to hold to- 
gether a sloppy production, 

At this house lately, the produc- 
tion dept. has been neglecting one of 
two things: one week the talent, the 
next week the production. This 
week, for “Sand Witches,” it’s the 
latter, Even with a brand new set, 
double decked, showing a Miami 
hotel, there was no production, no 
continuity, no hanging together and 
no proper pacing. 

The boys in the back row smile 
and Say it's a good show, They are 
kidding themselves. The alibis of 
the production dept.: new show, no 


break-ins, few rehearsals. Just 
alibis, 


Stage show opens in “one” before 
a Hawaiian drop, and the 12 line 
girls are doing a hula while a tenor 
sings. Suddenly there’s an ama- 
teurish and unfunny switch to a 
cooch shake. Rose runs out, shooes 
them off, steps in front of the main 
“travelers” which swish out behind 
him, and talks the audience into go- 
ing from Wakiki to Miami. The 
“travelers” pull back, and Miami! 
Harry read some telegrams, asked 
for much applause, tired them out 
with applause, and between a couple 
songs shows off the talent. 

Morgan trio, three girls, excep- 
tional acrobatic routine team with 
some clever and rhythmical back 
bends and flips. Then the Rhythm 
boys, three colored chaps. They are 
just another hoofing team because 
triple precision work is not triple 
precision work if one or two or three 
lag. On specialties, great—but too 
long. Following which Harry sings 
and the line girls show up in 1890 
bathing costumes, but merely march 
on, have no production to follow out 
the idea and reappear in white 
swimming trunks for a very ordi- 
nary routine. Then another idea 
which flopped, a white scrim drops 
hastily, the girls’ arms and heads 
protrude, and with a film flashed on 
they’re swimming in the _ surf, 
shrieking like burlyque soubs. 

After which Rose had a weak gag 
on songs on colors, a song for every 
color, with the band executing. And 
got it over. 


Final talent was the class act, but 
didn’t click with an uneasy audi- 
ence. Armand and Perez, the two 
acrobatic sailors, with their light 
comedy, deft hand-to-hand, Finale 
has a few spinning lights. 

All this took 50 minutes. Not a 
solid, socking comedy effect in the 
whole show, with the pantomime of 
Armand and Perez too late to help. 

On the screen “Inet Us Be Gay” 
(M-G), taken over from the Chicago, 
and news shots. A Henri Keates 
organlog, and something new, a 
house orchestral prolog. On first 
trial it did not crash exactly with 
a bang. Business good. Loop. 


LOEW’S STATE 


‘ (“Wild and Woolly”—Unit) 


Los Angeles, July 24. 
Answering the challenge of War- 
ner stage shows downtown, Fanchon 
& Marco continue to go after spe- 
cial attractions and “names.” 
Budget system has been kt down 
by West Coast for this purpose, 
and F. & M. is out to grab every 
feasible attraction, 

This week, on 
booking, Louis Armstrong, colored 
trumpet wiz, doubling from the 
Cotton Club, was brought into the 
State in conjunction with the regu- 
lar show. As an attraction any- 
where Armstrong is a cinch. This 
colored lad, feature of “Hot Choco- 
lates” in New York last year, blows 
more trumpet in a minute than all 
the others do in a-week. The notes 
he hits are almost freakish. Spotted 
on the tail-end of the show, Arm- 
strong supplies the punch it needs, 
preceding a pip finale. 

One set serves the layout of this 
unit, carrying out a cowboy at- 
mosphere with all the spangles. 
With Georgie Stoll and the house 
band holding out in the pit all the 
way, the stage provides plenty room 
for the 55-minute frolic that can 
and probably has by now been cut 
down. At the first show (Thurs- 
day) the unit didn’t look in shape, 
but with a little fixing will be ready 
to go on the route okay. 

Opening is a departure from the 
usual girl lineup. Curtain goes up 
on an ensemble vocal number which 
could be made better by boosting 
the tempo. Eddie Davis of Davis 
and La Rue, mixed dance couple, 
might forfeit his early spotting to 
Aussie and Czech, standard vaude 
whip-cracking turn, through the 
latter’s faster pace. To better ad- 
vantage Davis could at least do one 
number together with his partner, 
which he doesn’t. Miss La Rue, an 
ingenue type, comes out for but one 
principal specialty, leading a num- 
ber and taking a spot for some tap 
work, 

Chorus of steppers in this unit 
is from Bud Murray’s school Just 


a last-minute 


12 gals in line and enough in this 


particular idea. Bud Carlell, con- 
versing roper, is properly spotted 
in the middle, with some effective 
tricks and a pleasing personality. 
Gags not so hot. 

Another suitable item the 
vocalizing of the Yostonians, male 
bunch, with hefty voices and good 
delivery. While showing previous 
experience, this group appears new. 
Likely local products. 

Neat ensemble dance number by 
the girls and Jolane, toe soloist, 
brings out a couple of new twists 
in routines and creditable to Mur- 
ray’s schooling. Girls all measure 
up in looks. For a finale with 
plenty of flash and color there is 
a forest fire tableau. 

Newsreel and a Laurel and Hardy 
comedy, “Below Zero.” For the 
main event, “Wild Company” (Fox). 

Mat trade good. 

Span, 


ROXY 


(Presentation) 
New York, July 25, 

In all departments the show for 
the final week this month stands 
out as of unusual entertainment 
value. Word of mouth advertising 
ought to help exploit the bill after 
the first day or two. Presence of 
empty seats up to 9:30 Friday night 
can be no criterion of what the 
Roxy might and ought to do. Fea- 
tire is “Good Intentions” (Fox), a 
fine programmer of the upper un- 
derworld, 

Apparently regarding the eall for 
stage flesh more than a beckoning, 
Roxy goes in heavier, with five 
units to eurrent bill and through 
that giving it a real variety touch. 


Perhaps Roxy is trying out ideas in 
advance of the opening of the va- 
riety house in the RCA-Rockefeller 
theatre development on 5th avenue. 

Notable feature about the show 
is the inclusion of a satire on tele- 
vision that openly bids for laughs. 
Rarely has the Roxy ever attempted 
comedy, palpably because the house 
is so large, but in what it chooses 
to call “Microphobia,” it tries for 
nothing else. 

Setting is that of an art gallery, 
with large frame in the _ center 
bodied by a mixed team in a com- 
ical posture. The scene gets a hand 
at first through its clever reproduc- 
tion of the real thing, but with Ray- 
mond Knight stepping to the mike 
to announce a television program 
as it may be but probably won’t, 
it’s the kind of comedy that sells 
best at the Palace. 

Knight, who ought to draw 
through his popularity over the air, 
has some plenty surefire material 
and gets it across nicely, the mike 
he performs to carrying the voice 
through the house. Rheta Stone, 
George Kiddon and Paul Paulus, 
that including the two in the pic- 
ture who do a race on a treadmill 
to beat a storm (it’s all wholly 
silly), work with Knight. 


“Prairie Echoes,” with cowboy at- 
mosphere and “The Pastel Ballet,” 
in which simplicity and color run 
riot, are the most ambitious of the 
presentations. Some of the rou- 
tines are built along novel lines and 
probably more through that than 
anything else occasionally look 
clumsy, with a few of the girls now 
and then seeming out of kilter. 

To allow for change of stage, 
with three units in a row, Beatrice 
Belkin, another Roxy standby, does 
a coloratura solo in one, singing 
“Carnival of Venice” with under- 
standing and beauty. Miss Belkin 
has stepped ahead to the point 
where she joins the Met next sea- 
son, 

In “Praisie Echoes” an honest at- 
tempt has been made to catch west- 
ern atmosphere, with cowboys and 
girls, plus others cluttering up the 
set, but the house has done better 
in getting faithful pictures of what 
it wants to paint. One of the cow- 
boys, first on with a solo, has an 
affected swagzer or else is far from 
home en the Roxy stage. He fails 
to make the impression that an- 
other nearer the finish does with 
the chorus aiding. Combined voices 
on the first may have given a dif- 
ferent answer. “Prairie Echoes” 
features David W. Guion, a native 
of Texas, who is responsible for 
many American cowboy and Negro 
songs. Others in the presentation 
are Lew Fink, Jack Harwood, Har- 
old Van Duzee and John Gurney. 

Roxyettes still here and probably 
will be for long. The gals work 
like nicely-oiled machines in a novel 
number in which the line breaks 
many times only to come together 
again, 

The permanent group of 32 near! 
cop the “Prairie Echoes” unit 
through a number in which they 
emulate galloping broncs. 


From the overture, a 13-minute 
special arrangement of Wagner 
music by Maurice Baron, down 
through the “flesh” fare, its a 53- 
minute bill. Picture consumes 70 
minutes, that making the Roxy 
show in entirety only, counting 
newsreel, 126 minutes with what 
seems like a four-hour show crowd- 
ed into that through the diversity 
ot it. Char. 


CAPITOL 


(“Under Sea Ballet”—Presentation) 
New York, July 26. 

At 1:30 Saturday, just before the 
start of the first de luxe show, the 
$1 customers, who paid that fee after 
1 p. m., when the 35c morning bar- 
gain scale went off, squawked about 
the lack of good seats. The Satur- 
day early birds at the cut-rate had 
the choice vantage points and the 
outside barkers’ ballyhoo of “500 
seats remaining on the lower floor” 
found these flanking the sides and 
the buck customers mildly squawk- 


ing. With nothing to be done 
about it. 
That the squawkers were all 


elderly people might be indicative of 
Louis Mann's draw in “Sins of the 
Children,” for this feature is cer- 
tainly a cinch for all parents and 
for the family trade in general. 

Show starts with Don Albert as 
guest conductor in “Midnight Sum- 
mer Sketches,” orchestrated by Wil- 
liam Schultz of the music staff, and 
also giving Baldwin pianos a swell 
adv. on the introductory trailers. 
Albert never becomes effective, nor 
does the composition itself get any 
attention, until the novelty screen 
projection showing Albert (in even- 
ing dress clothes), conducting the 
pit bunch from the screen, with al] 
the orchestral effects synchronizing 
well with their maestro’s film hke- 
ness. Albert, in the pit, and in in- 
formal summer whites, stood by 
during this interlude. 

Following the newsreel] and trail- 
ers of “Our Blushing Brides,” which 
has been doing heavy travé through- 
out the country and due in next 
Friday, the “Under Sea Ballet,” fea- 
ture presentation, followed. Raye, 
Ellis and LaRue, adagio threesome, 
are featured. Ray Collins and C. J, 
Lindemann are minor support. 

Presentation, credited to Arthur 
Knorr under Louis K. Sidney’s 
supervision, is an effective cheater, 
This act, plus the Capitol Ballet 
Corps, are utilized to fill the pre- 
sentation spot. Flash is dressed up 
with gossamer and_= steropticon 
undersea effects and is quite pacifie 
in its general tempo until the 
climaxing couple of minutes. 

Capitol otherwise is having a run 
of good Metros, at last. “Let Us Be 
Gay,” “Caught Short,” the current 
“Sins,” “Blushing Brides” next, 
others before that and a promising 
program in the near future, places 
this house in an_ exceptionally 
fortunate spot. Abel, 

(Newsree!l) 
New York, July 28. 

This week’s show contains a fair 
portion of general material. More 
entertaining, however, than pre- 
vious bill and far more diverting. 
Fox and Hearst got busy on various 
events, such as bike endurance con- 
tests, tree-sitting, etc., with that 
giving program: good variety. 

Monday night’s business a little 
up, with sudden cool weather prob- 
ably more responsible than any- 
thing. Just a sprinkling of empty 
seats at the 8 o’clock show. 

Taking precedence as most im- 
portant news item and opening pro- 
gram is President Hoover's sign- 
ing of naval treaty and remarks 
about it. Covered by Fox-Movie- 
tone, which also thoroughly newsed 
up the Paris celebration of Bastille 
Day, with dancing in the street, 
and parade to top it 


With the recent heat timely stuff, 
Fox also shot New York and Paris 
kids cooling off by courtesy of the 
two __—icities. Hardly warranted 
spotting third, but with the way 
programs are being routined here, 
it proved good lead into kid cycling 
endurance and tree-sftting stunts In 
New Jersey. Also had a couple 
girls in the Bronx in a see-saw en- 
durance contest. 

Back to President Hoover, he and 
the First Lady stage a party for 
war vets at the White House, with 
an accompanying shot of the chief 
exec’s wife talking to some kids at 
a Rapidan river school in the 
mountains. A little mountain kid 
with an accent starts to explain 
some things to Mrs. Hoover and un- 
wittingly draws laughs. Little news 
value in this but entertaining, with 
singing topping rest. 

Visit of Zaro Agha, 156-year-old 
Turk, to America, some gab in 
Turkish and attempted comic trans~- 
lation into English, next. With the 
Turk here now more than two 
weeks, this news item arrives on 
Broadway a little late. 

Sports follows on the newsreel 
table d’hote, including football 
games in Australia and Sweden; 
pacing race at Kalmazoo (exciting 
and novel); race at Arlington track 
near Chicago; Georgia Coleman, 
champ diver, in exhibition at Long 
Beach, L. L.; outdoor attractions at 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City; motor- 
cycle attempt to climb high Cali- 
fornia hill; mechanical golf machine 
to show proper swing and Spain’s 
celebration of Bull Fight day. 

Last mentioned both interesting 
and funny, with wild bull going 
through a large crowd in a free-for- 
all manner, 

With summer and sports here, it 
looks as though the Embassy can 
be expected to include more stuff in 
this wide field than any other. Bet- 
ter variety this week than has been 


(Continued on page 79) 
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VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, July 30, 1930 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 

Palace sold out and had them 
standing both shows Monday, the 
first pleasant theatre-going day 
New York has experienced in al- 
most a month. Saturday and Sun- 
day biz, pretty tough days, wasn't 
nearly as hot as the climate. That 
Monday influx was due either to 
the current headliner, Harry Rich- 
man, or the weather. And though 
Richman’s presence didn’t direct 
them away from the beaches and 
toward the Palace over the week 
end, R-K-O probably would prefer 
to have it said that Richman caused 
the Monday lift, if his $5,000 (net) 
salary must be mentioned. Besides 
heing booked in the $2 house for 
two weeks, after flopping a couple 
of months ago at the 75c Paramount, 
three blocks away from the Palace. 

.In back of the headliner, with 
his $5,000 immediately discouraging 
great expenditures for money acts, 
is a smart little vaude bill, topped 
otherwise by Benny Rubin and Dora 
Maughan. Rubin, working single 
and m. c.’ing for the show, pegs 
next to Richman in salary with 
$1,500. Bill ran smoothly and en- 
tertainingly when caught (Sunday 
night), over at 10.45. It looked al- 
most like cheating against the 
usually lengthy Palace bills. There 
was room for another turn in the 
first part, which ended half an hour 
under normal at 9.30. Running time 
wouldn't even have been that long 
without a 10-minute afterpiece 
thrown in by Richman, Rubin and 
Miss Maughan. In this, Richman 
was supposed to demonstrate to 
Rubin that he can get plenty of 
wimmin, but can’t hold ’em. In 
some slapping around from Rich- 
man, Miss Maughan’s arms were 
reddened, but she took it with a 
grin. After some further walloping, 
Miss Maughan ran off and Richman 
said, “See, I told you I can't hold 
them.” Then Rubin got socked. 
Both socked by Richman. But it 
was that slapstick Richman needed 
to get over. 

Four new acts on the bill, Rubin 
included, for the new turn he’s do- 
ing, and with Rubin the only one 
of the four in the money class this 
week. Rest probably in for minor 
money “to show,” as Miss Maughan 


was reported to be also. Melody 
Parade, Danny Small and Harry 
Mays, Harry and Dorothy Dixon 


and Rubin are the new acts. 


Richman’s songs and: talk lasted 
35 minutes in the next to closing 
and the songs were best. He 
looked good, as usual, in a double 
breasted tux with straw lid and 
black crutch, and sounded much 
better here than at the large Para- 
mount. 


Rath Bros. opened, doing 12 min- 
utes and going over their custom- 
ary time, no doubt, to permit strik- 
ing the stage for the full-stage 
deucer. The acrobatic vets drifted 
into “one” for two encore tricks, 
both peaches. Melody Parade, nine- 
people musical and vocal turn that 
wasn't programmed, but looked like 
a Meyer Golden, had No. 2 and got 
over, giving a different aspect to 
this spot. It was far different and 
better than the conventional deuc- 
ing hoofers at the Palace, and 
changes here in routine now and 
then isn’t a bad policy. Harry and 
Dorothy Dixon were closer to the 
typical Palace No. 2 act with their 
dancing, but while out of spot for 
the Palace they were not out of 
place. Tall young couple doing 
knockabout acrobatic dancing, the 
girl taking hard falls in and out of 
splits. 

Next, Miss Maughan, in a strik- 
ing brown Paris gown, by Premet, 
songs, by Blanche Merrill, and 
piano playing by Jerry Williams. 
The credits all were deserved. Out- 
side of one neat and contrasting 
bit of vocalizing back against the 


piano, Miss Maughan stuck to 
straight recitation of her story- 
songs. They come along with such 


material so seldom today, but when 
they do they're refreshing, these 
women singles. There is a blue 
punch line at the finish of one num- 
ber that would be offensive if 
placed in less knowing hands. The 
way Miss Maughan delivered it 
clipped the rough edge completely 
off. They liked her and her songs 
all the way and brought her back 
for a speech. 


Rubin, who had them laughing 
between the acts, returned here for 
his single, closing the first part. 
His clog finish, after the opening 
“nut” song and following dialect 
chatter, worked him into a smash. 


Danny Small and his sub-billed 
partner, colored team, opened in- 
termish, finishing okay on their 
singing and dancipg. Intermittent 
talk is extremely weak, without a 
place in the act, and coming too 
close to ruining the effects of other 
work. Small is now doing 22 min- 
utes. If five minutes of this frail 
gab were dropped they’d be more 
of a help out than in, 


Meyers, Lubow and Rice, well 


staged and presented, dance flash 
ef four principals and six-girl line, 
all youthful, closed. Rated an ear- 
lier spot, but probably none for it. 

Kichman’s big 


light green (or 


blue) “IF” is parked around on 
47th between the stage door and the 
Somerset hotel. Around there it’s 
the Somerset’s first break since Joe 
Freiberg left and makes many a 
lay-off’s mouth water. If Richman 
must have a loud “IF” and the Pal- 
ace must have it parked nearby, 
why not on Broadway for _bally- 
hoo? Bige. 


STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 


While for the rest of the way it 
was moderately good, two comedy 
turns, both on the hoof but dis- 
similar in style, made the State’s 
five-act bill a strong one. It can 
tussle with anything else on the 
street for the price this week, with 
“Caught Short” the. picture and 
backing it up with more laughs. 
Between Ben Blue, closing, and 
Buck and Bubbles on the stage and 
the picture, there’s an extraordinary 
supply of comedy here. 

Blue hadn’t much opposish up 
ahead, excepting Buck and Bub- 
bles, but with the colored two-act 
more of a help in building things 
up for the closing blast. He's doing 
about the same turn as when at the 
Palace last season, also repeating 
on the show-stop. Loew’s ordered 
into Blue’s act all the R-K-O Palace 
had ordered out. Company in- 
tact, too, made up of Blue’s three 
slapstick stooges and that dancing 
girl, Floria Vestoff, a standout in 
this era of many good dancers and 
lookers. 

If Buck of Buck and Bubbles 
continues to improve his foot work 
it will be but a short while before 
he passes the field. This turn is 
gaining power as it goes along, be- 
cause Buck’s terp work is con- 
stantly improving. Not so long ago 
that Bubbles’ comedy and piano 
playing topped the routine. Now 
it’s Buck’s stepping, and plus Bub- 
bles’ efforts, good as ever, plenty 
of act. 

The three lesser spots ‘were filled 
by standards, all passing. LaF luer 
and Portia started with acrobatics. 
Man’s strong jaw spins at.the finish, 
billed as a record in endurance in 
the days when vaude theatres dis- 
tributed programs, remains just as 
sensational without the billing, al- 
though the couple doesn’t depend 
on it entirely. 

A few mechanical jams. at the 
first show, but they got around 
them okay. How they heard Dixie 
Hamilton, No. 2, in the rear of the 
big house, over the loud playing of 
the pit orchestra, was unknown. 
They apparently did, however, for 
Miss » Hamilton pulled through 
okay. Not enough for a encore but 
she took one anyway. Miss Hamil- 
ton is now working alone without 
the former pianist and _ singing 
jazzy numbers that sometimes 
sound like specials and at other 
times like pops. Miss Hamilton is 
still just a deucer for this time, 
although she suggested better pos- 
sibilities than that not very long 
ago. 

Jean Rankin and Blue Belles, 
straight musical girl band, with a 
few instrumental novelties but no 
song or dance specialties, was next 
to closing. Turn is nicely dressed 
and routined for speed. Running 
time of 13 minutes quite brief for 
this sort of act and allows for no 
stalling. Speed is about as good an 
asset, or better, than the music, 
for the music is about average, and 
girl bands are plentiful. Bige. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


(“Coral Idea”—F. & M. Unit) 

Flash, class and novelty dominate 
the current week's stage show here 
with Stepin Fetchit, colored comic 
and dancing fool, toplining and 
spotted advantageously in the Fan- 
chon & Marco unit, “Coral Idea,’ 
giving the latter any comedy it has 
with exception of some _ ripples 
earned by Maurice and Vincent, 
male acrobatic duo. 

Al Lyons and stage band officiates 
for the stage presentation, with the 
mounting suggestive of the coral 
idea. Oscar Taylor, baritone, cen- 
ters the group of sunkist beauts for 
opening ensemble, with Petite Marie, 
attractive blonde, topping off with 
corking contortion dance that got 
plenty of response. 

Maurice and Vincent planted their 


balancing and clown spot, giving 
way to Taylor for another vocal, 
“Love Me,” again surrounded by the 
girly ensemble, latter contributing 
attractive tableau grouping and 


precision dance. 

Fetchit came next and registered 
with his drawly chatter and danc- 
ing, especially the latter, comprising 
tap, buck and shuffle dances. 

Royal Samoans, seven men and 
two women, fitted neatly into the 
scheme with one of the dancing 
girls planting a hot native wiggle 
dance to accompaniment of music 
by native instruments handled by 
the men. Latter followed up with 
lance drill and pseudo combat, novel 
for those who have not previously 
glimpsed. 

The Samoan troupe faded right 
into the finale with Taylor vocaliz- 
ing a reprise for closer, a corking 
stage picture. 

Preceding the unit Bob West, or- 
ganist, horned in for his usual share 
of applause with his song slide ses- 
sion. 

“Wild 
feature. 


sereen 
Edba. 


Company” (Fox), 


R-K-O UNIT 


(Madison, Brooklyn) 

Whether it’s the intacts and the 
impression the two before this one 
have made, or the picture in this 
week, “Love Among the Million- 
aires” (Par), that’s giving the Madi- 
son a break, or both, can’t be said. 
House had three-fourths of the 
seats filled on the lower floor and a 
few empties in the balcony at the 
Saturday afternoon performance. 
Safest guess as the answer to the 
business being done, especially on 
Saturday mats, when jt is usually 
poor all over, mainly in family trade 
sections like this, is that the two- 
hour 42-minute show satisfies nicely. 


This running time is split up as 
follows: Feature, 77 minutes; vaude 
unit, 66; Mickey Mouse cartoon 
short, 6; overture, 3, and Pathe 
Sound News and trailers, 10. 


A finely balanced program 
throughout and attractively served, 
with the spotting of the various 
units making up the show, reflecting 
judicious figuring on the part of the 
management. 


Mickey Mouse talker short fol- 
lowed the feature, with trailers 
breaking that up a little, then Pathe 
News, the overture and vaude. No 
organist here and not needed. 


Intact is the third to break in at 
this neighborhood house, seating 
2,789, with 75c top. 

While the Madison is where the 
intacts open cold, third of the lot to 
do so played as though it had bene- 
fited by the customary break-in 
somewhere else. The 66-minute 
show at the first performance played 
with unusual smoethness and set a 
fast tempo, except for the opener, 
the Kitaros, who could get more out 
of their clever routine by killing off 
a couple of slow spots. The Japs 
did nicely, however. 


Besides this act and in the order 
played, bill has Ethel Norris, Jack 
and Kay Spangler, and Jack Oster- 
man. From paper or imagination 
that might look like queer spotting, 
with the strongest act of the four, 
Jack Osterman, closing the show. 
And in “one.” Difference between 
the layout on paper and the way the 
show works, plus smartness of R-K- 
O in booking best act fourth, is, 
however, a big one. R-K-O can be 
making no mistake in spotting what 
used to be next-to-closers for the 
finishing spot, either in intacts or 
for spot-booked houses, as is being 
tried out now in various of its thea- 
tres. 


Putting that best act last means 
building to a climax, with nothing 
weaker to follow, whether it is an 
acrobatic turn or a flash. It also 
means little chance of walkouts un- 
til the show ts over. 


Aside from R-K-O’'s fundamental 
showmanship ideas behind allotting 
finishing spots to the headline act, it 
is figured the best act fourth on in- 
tacts gives the shows a far better 
balance. Since there are but four 
acts to the show. 


Kitaros in “three,” with a cyc, 
Miss Norris in “one,” the Spanglers 
in “three,” and Osterman in “one.” 
The four-acter has plenty variety, 
and unless one stopped to count, it 
would seem like the average five or 
six-act bill, if not better. 

Ethel Norris (New Acts) No. 2, 
with a male pianist assisting and 
doing that without trying to spell- 
bind the folks with a solo. Miss 
Norris seems to be able to hold her 
own comfortably in a neatly-ar- 
ranged turn of songs with a little 
talk, : 

Miss Norris appeared before a 
yellow traveler drop which puts in 
its appearance between all the acts 
and as a result too often. House 
should be given another nice-look- 
ing drop to get away from the 
sameness. Osterman got away from 
it through carrying his own drop, a 
gaily-colored splash. 


Jack and Kay Spangler with five 
people have a miniature variety 
show, including everything from 
burlesqued acrobatics to gags and 
song and dance numbers. The 
Spanglers are behind a strong, thor- 
oughly pleasing 20-minutes assort- 
ment of entertainment that enter- 
tains. Doesn’t knock ’em out of 
seats but the acrobatic team’s spe- 
cialty threatens it, if Kay Spang- 
ler’s looks and costumes don’t. 
Her clever high-kicking numbers 
and others, plus general presence, 
is heightened considerably by ap- 
pearance. Jack Spangler also there 
on the juv touch as the hotel fly- 
clerk gagging to phones and guests 
coming in, that including the other 
Spangler and the three specialty 
artists. The routine is plenty di- 
versified, with gags saved for inter- 
ludes between specialties. Only bad 
break when Spangler lifts up the 
telephone to answer a call to Kitty’s 
room, looks in and then steps down 
front to do “Kansas City Kitty.” 
Setter slide into that number could 
be figured. 

Osterman, in finest fettle, held ’em 
to a man and had ‘em with him all 
the way. Stopped the show effec- 
tively enough and gagged up the 
usual speech stuff, after excusing 
it as bad business. It let him away 
with ease, however, and left that 
pleasant taste, 

Between the closing of the unit 
show and the picture on the screen, 
or rather during the “spill,” the 
Madison is advertising its coming 
feature on the regular vaude an- 


nunciators. Possibly the manage- 
ment is responsible for that. 
Madison much better lighted from 
the auditorium, both during feature 
and vaude, than some R-K-O houses 
in the Met territory. Patrons can 
see the aisles and rows clearly and 
there isn't that dullness found in 
some spots. House also attractively 
billed outside. Char. 


86TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

Uninspired five-act layout this 
half. Just another of those neigh- 
torhood house lineups, with Jay C. 
Flippen and Joe Fejer’s orchestra 
as the money acts. And both dis- 


appointing. 

Flippen needs an act. Just string- 
ing together a blackface make-up, 
the elongated “heater,” a couple of 
familiar pops, the now overly fa- 
miliar parody, “Sucker, Come Back 
to Me,” and such equally known 
gags as the one about the Holly- 
wood “yes-man” on his vacation, 
doesn’t make an act in any sense. 
Flippen as one of the very few 
remaining blackface comics’ in 
vaude has a great opportunity but 
not with his present stuff. 


An equal anomaly is Joe Fejer 
and his string orchestra. Fejer 
should be working more consistently 
than he has been. He needs an 
idea man for his frame-up. If 
nothing else, perhaps some intro- 
cuctory screen trailers to contrast 
his tzigane music with contempor- 
ary syncopation might do the trick. 
As ever before, the immortal “Blue 
Danube Waltz” is not alone his in- 
strumental highlight but the act’s 
outstander, taking in everything, 
the song specialist and the eccen- 
tric dance team included, 

Fejer can't give ‘em Viennese 
waltzes for 15 minutes straight but 
he could develop his tzigane or 
gypsy string orchestra idea along 
those lines. He’ll certainly get no- 
wheres with Florence Hedges and 
the Jack Colby-Patsy Murphy team. 
Miss Hedges has one of those freak 
top-soprano tremolo voices, okay 
for a difficult range like “Indian 
Love Call,” but otherwise unsteady 
and at times flat for the average- 
ranged ballad. And when she es- 
says “Happy Teet,” fast number, 
for the jazz finale, it’s ridiculous. 


Tt’s a shame also to have Fejer’s 
polite string orchestra essay a tor- 
rid blow-off with a jazz finish. It 
doesn’t jibe nor is it necessary. A 
little sho-vmanship in presentation, 
building up of the Continental idea 
with perhaps the native gypsy shep- 
herd’s pipe as a freak instrument, 
plus the usual cymbalom and strings 
for the instrumental end, could 
earry this along nicely for a neat 
12-minute routine. Never mind do- 
ing it longer. 

First and third acts, Rector and 
Doreen and Tom and Ray Romaine, 
under New Acts. Sherman and 
Ryan in the deuce, strictly No. 2 
yet. For years tiey’ve been trying 
to Van-and-Schenck it and are no 
further than before. Now that a 
successor to that team might hap- 
pen along, this duo kas a chance. 
With all their seasoning one might 
think they’d discern the niceties of 
‘material or resort to the Tin Pan 
Aliey special material writers for 
a little distinction in their usual 
Irish and wop stuff, but they peddle 
it straight off the lead shect with- 
out any special pains. 


“Hell’s Island” (Radio), feature. 
Abel. 
STATE-LAKE 
(Vaudfilm) 


Chicago, July 26. 

An m. c. show here this week 
as a change. Walter Davison’s 
“Louisville Loons” as the back- 
ground and supplying the music, 
which is fair enough. The m., c., 
a hard-working boy, failed to get 
over, presumably from lack of ex- 
perience. The “Loons” open and 
close. About two minutes before 
the close all the lower aisles were 
filed with walkouts, unusual con- 
dition for a Saturday crowd. 


All stopped in the lobby and once- 
overed the new sign telling of the 
cut in prices, which, beginning the 
28th, runs 35c to 50c all week ex- 
cept on Saturday, when the scale 
is 35c to Tic and on Sunday 50c 
to 75c. 


Second on were the _ Russell 
Markert’s “American Rockets.” A 
neat dancing turn of 11 girls who 
appeared three times. Fan dance 
big. 

Margie and Teeps Lucille have 
sweep pipes for pop numbers. Their 
second appearance an impression of 
Duncans’ Topsy and Eva, very good. 

Cecelia Blair third. Her splits 
dance wowed the house. The first 
on the bill to wake ’em up. 

Johnnie Mills and Tim Shea, 
dancing team, were strong in all 
their numbers. Recalled twice, 
seoring high. 

Peter Higgins, with Frank Dixon 
at the piano, next. Excellent all the 
way, with Higgins’ singing big. He 
tried to make the audience join in 
the chorus of a current pop, but 
not a peep. 

Feature picture 
Smile” (Fox). 


“Cheer Up and 


Business good. Loop. 


PALACE 


(Vaudfilm) 
Chicago, July 26. 

Molly Picon and Long Tack 
Sam's Chinese novelty act to close, 
topped what might have been a 
mediocre show. 

Opening were Rogers and Wynne, 
boy and girl, in dancing. Human 
interest appeal on “old-timer” 
angie. 

& one-number appeal directed at 
those above 40 when the elder 
gray-haired couple, with a young 

Will Aubrey, the singing trouba- 
dour, in the deuce, got over big 
with some stale gags. Needs ma- 
terial. 

Miss Picon, with a pianist, found 
a rustle of apvlause as she came 
on, and a house eager for her num- 
ber, cinching her task. While her 
characterization as Tillie the pic- 
ture queen seemed forced, she made 
up with her neighborhood bits and 
that plaintiff song of the Yiddish 
boy away from his rabbinical sur- 
roundings. A poignant mixture of 
the keen portraiture and finer hu- 
mor—that’s Picon. Worked 25 
mins., and they wouldn't let her off, 

Chain and Conroy, the male com- 
edy team featuring the little fel- 
low with the muffled tongue, gath- 
ered 2 few laughs with their rame 
legerdemain, but otherwise not up 
to the task of filling next-to-clos- 
ing. 

Long Tack Sam set a fast pace 
and a whirlwind finish with, the 
slick gymnastic feats. One girl's 
ballet and acrobatic dance numbers 
seemed unusual—even to an audi- 
ence that’s witnessed hundreds. 
Girl had fine grace. 

“Good Intentions” (fox), and the 
Pathe news shots. Business mod- 
erate, Loop. 


RKO 


(Vaudfilm) 
Los Angeles, July 24. 

Another unit show close to 100% 
in entertainment this week. This 
house is switching weekly from 
selling vaude to selling pictures. 

Kanazawa Boys, Harry Foster 
Welsh, Harry Carroll and Maxine 
Lewis and Harry Carroll's Revuette 
make up the bill, appearing in the 
order named. At $3,000 for the 
line-up, its economical and good 
vaude, 

Kanazawa Boys, Jap risley work- 
ers, and the first of their type to 
hit here in the past year, got away 
to a flying start. They came near 
stopping the show. Personality of 
the youngster in the troupe goes 
a long way to help the act get over. 
Quite a reception from the locals, 
who haven’t seen anything like 
this for so long it’s new. 

Harry Foster Welsh next with his 
one man band. Scored heavily, ty- 
ing the show, and begging off with 
a neat gag speech. While his imi- 
tations aren’t the best, his stage 
manner and gagging make up for 
the deficiency. An opera imitation 
for the finish is the high spot. 

Harry Carroll and Maxine Lewis 
in the next-to-shut spot, started 
off slowly with a medley of com- 
positions by Carroll. It got to the 
“Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia” 
before the audience decided it was 
time to recognize the composer. 
After the medley, Miss Lewis did 
a blues number, then both of them 
went right into the revue without 
a stop. 

The revue is aces in entertain- 
ment, with Eddie Bruce doing the 
lion’s share of the work. Bruce, 
working in the same manner as 
Ken Murray, cigar and all, kept the 
act going fast with his mugging 
and chatter. A line of six girls;, 
three of them, Emily Von Loesen, 
Elinor Smith and Peggy White do- 
ing specialties. Miss Smith, a great 
looker, takes the femme honors with 
a military and toe tap. 

Finale starts with 
working with Ismay Anderson, 
colored, playing Mammy. Finish 
is a medley again, this time of suc- 
cesses from last year’s shows, with 
the line girls coming on for a fast 


Miss Lewis 


tap. Act goes over big after the 
first number, when Bruce and Car- 
roll start the clowning. Some of 
the material igs plenty blue but 


gathered the laughs. 

Stand-up business for Thursday's 
first show, with “The Runaway 
Bride” (Radio) and news clip filling 
the bill. 


JEFFERSON 


(Vaudfilm) 
Considering the hot weather the 
Jeff is doing good biz. That's how 
it appeared Saturday matinee. Air 
cooling plant and 14th street vaude 


lovers must now go to the Jeft 
since Fox's Academy is straight 
pix. 


Top heavy with comedy acts this 
half, but that’s meat for the neigh- 
borhood. Seven-act bill, running 
to 98 minutes and doing well the 
majority of the time, although con- 
taining a few weak spots. 

Charles Stein and his R-K-Olians 
are slowly but surely building up 
a following for themselves here. 
This pit orch was but recently 
transferred from the defunct Hip 
and for a change the Jeff is get- 
ting some swell music. Stein puts 
on a classy overture for each week's 
show, this one no exception. 

Bee Starr, smart looking femme 
with plenty of muscle, showed some 
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‘and does a Nick Lucas. 


Wednesday, July 30, 1930" 


NEW ACTS 


VARIETY 79 


Y RUBIN | 
and Dancing 
14 Mins: 
Rubin, back as a $1,500 
inglé with @ film rep, hasn't 
ed much, Out thére he learned 
about his pictures, in & 
- ing way, but still talking about 
—: But he didn’t forget how to 
do a vaude act.’ At the Palace 
Rubin walloped them with a “nut 
gong opening, goaled them with 
three Hebe dialect stories in suc- 
cession, whammed them with some 
snappy talk, also in dialect, then 
knocked them cold with a tap dance 


ae “poth sides of his own turn 
Rubin m.c.’d for the other acts on 
the bills, also participating in an 
after piece with Dora Maughan and 
Harry Richman. He didn’t waste a 
moment, getting a laugh every time 
he tried to, and he tried often. 
Rubin has jumped to the top 
flight of stage comics, with dancing 
and gag writing ability added to 


his comedy delivery. He's welcome 


de can play Bin. 
anywhere vau y Bige. 


MiTZI’S ROYAL DANCERS (9) 
Dances 

49 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson (V-P) 

Just a fair dance’ flash.’ Carries 
eight girls and one boy. Just who 
Mitzi was could not be traced for 
a certainty, but it was apparently 
the blonde girl who worked with 
the boy. 

Three dance tableaux numbers, 
first ‘Dutch, then Oriental, with 
Russian number rounding out the 
turn. ‘Four girls comprise the pony 
chorus but fail to evoke much en- 
thusiasm. 

Boy and girl work as team and 
are best in turn. Capable tap and 
eccentric dancers and vary with a 
parody ballet. 

Two other girls, working as sister 


team,.do a fair little comedy dance, 
and another femme, during the Ori-. 
ental number, solos with a contor-. 


tion. Latter is supple and eye-ap- 
pealing, but in these days of numer- 
ous benders her work is below par. 

Another little girl with long hair 
takes the solo once-with a guitar 
Just a cute 
girl with a voice of like classifica- 
tion. 


Tom and Ray ROMAINE (5) 
“Noisy Neighbors” (Skit) 

14 Mins.; Three (Special) 
86th St. (V-P). 

The Romaine twins have. .been 
around before.. This ig a new rou- 
tine, hook by J. J. McNally, Jr., with 
Estelle Cawtharn,. Winifred Dean 
and Jack Ball in support. 

“Noisy .Neighbors” title tells the 
story. The Romaines are song- 
writers and their tin-panning dis- 
turbs Misses. Cawthorn: and Dean 
across the hall. Set is a. cross- 
section of both apartments with a 
hall in between, including a prop 
lift in. the rear from whence Jack 
Ball, as the house. superintendent, 
Pops up ever and anon to quiet the 
noise, 

Usual wind-up of the song being a 
hit, the two couples getting ac- 
quainted, not forgetting the usual 
inquiries how is each girl to tell the 
Romaines apart, and all going out to 
dinner, 

Lightweight but pleasant skit, 
likeable and likely for the family 
trade, in the same groove, ae. : 

el. 


FIELDS and GEORGIE (4) 
Comedy Flash 

19 Mins.; Two and Full (Special) 
Jefferson (V-P) 

Pleasing comedy act with a goodly 
quota of comedy talk. Supported by 
comedy dancing and a bit of war- 
bling. Idea is catchy and easily 
lends itself to all manner of buf- 
foonery. However, it takes too long 
before the kick of the turn is de- 
livered. Act runs too long and can 
Stand speeding up. A few minutes 
could be cut. 

Fields and Georgie are two clever 
boys with a fast line of chatter. 
Also do comedy dancing. Supported 

y three singing and dancing girls. 
Another man also included in turn, 

Action hinges around the. three 
girls the boys bring abroad the bat- 
tleship and who dress as sailors. 
Superior officer is unaware of this 
and believes they’re new recruits 
until finish. 

Can easily weave a little more fun 
around the idea. 


DANNY SMALL with Harry Mays 
Ong, Dance, Talk 
Mins.; One 

Palace (St. Vv.) 
ie on and his partner, Mays, col- 
tai, team, should immediately ob- 
be a new talk material or drop most 
Patt they now have. How the 
rh re let them in with their chatter 
: t stands is a mystery. It so 
Haga that the Small and Mays 
— and dancing is_ strong 
to react favorably enough 
sg the gab, but the latter is a 

s en for any turn to tote. 

PP comedian with several past 
off bet Shows, and in vaude on and 
an oe is a combination of song 
Mays plays piano and 
It’s th and hoofs quite a bit himself. 
the + dancing finish. which saves 
after Small’s singing just 
dra to hold that talk to 

raw. Bige. 


ETHEL NORRIS (2) 
Singing 

16 Mins.; One 
Madison, B’klyn (V-P) 

The No. 2 aet in the third of the 
R-K-O unit shows starting from 
the Madison, Brooklyn, and a thor- 
oughly pleasing act. with enough 
punch, 


Ethel Norris has appeared in va- 
rious musicals, among them “Rain 
or Shine” from which she borrows 
“Oh Baby” for ‘the close that ordi- 
narily should provoke an encore. 
Did here, with “Somebody Taught 
Me to Say Yes” taking her off the 
stage with the right impression 
left. Miss Norris directs a portion 
of “Oh Baby” to a musician in the 
pit, gathering a couple of chuckles 
through the way it’s done. 


The singer attempts to get away 
from a cut and dried rep. She opens 
wth a special number pointing out 
favorite tricks of Eva Tanguay, 
Helen Kane, Fannie Brice and Ted 
Lewis, then proceeds to signify her 


trick is “sighing’ by doing a num- 


ber called “I Sigh.” Second is her 
idea of newlyweds at the breakfast 
table, with a ballad straight to re- 
lieve before going into “Oh Baby.” 

Miss Norris seems slow in gaining 
pace at the start but winds up nice- 
ly with her audience nearly in hand. 
Is a looker and has a pleasing man- 
ner of selling material. 

Male pianist carried merely ac- 
companies, doing that capably. 


Char. 
‘KKNICK-KNACKS (7) 
Dances and Songs 
14 Mins.; Full, 
Jefferson (V-P) 
Woeful dance flash. Appears 


newly framed and is staged poorly. 
No push at-all and nothing in it 
except a few comely girls. 


Dances prevail, with songs by the’ 


boys toward the end. Dances were 
weak, enough, but the singing 
worse yet. 

Four girls do chorus work. One 
good routine, a toe number. Two 
boys lack personality in their work 
and their “drunk” dance _ should 
come out. It’s just a waste of time 
and lacks what they strove after, 
comedy. 

Another femme takes the spot 
now and then. She has one re- 
deeming toe dance, quite capable 
tapper on her toes. 

Entire act appears in the need 
of additional rehearsals and rear- 
rangement of running. 


POLLY PACKARD (4) 

Songs, Piano, Dance 

14 Mins.;. Two (Special) 

58th: Street (V-P) 

This is a family group comprising 
two; sons, a daughter and the par- 
énts. Opened the show here on 
six-act layout to go over flying, 
but worth better spot and good all 
the way. It’s good principally from 
the angle of a whole family singing 
or dancing and doing it in a pleas- 
ant manner.,, The two boys are ex- 
cellent, especially with their har- 
meny, and mugging comedy. 

The turn opens with the mother 
and daughier in song as the boy- 
plants’: in the audience interrupt. 
They come up after one song and 
later the father does a single dance 
and another with the boys. Act’s 
suffering just now from slowness. 
But as it goes along it ought to 
gather momentum. Movements and 
speech gre now too deliberate. 


Harry and Dorothy DIXON 
Dancing 

12 Mins.; One ° 

Palace (St. V.) 

Tall young couple in an acrobatic 
and eccentric dance routine, placed 
in the sock class by the girl’s un- 
canny split and contortion work. 
Countless falls along the way, most 
of them taken by Dorothy, and all 
quite hard. 

In the burlesque tango they mop 
up the stage.. Miss Dixon, while 
in a split,.is pulled all over the 
rostrum -by one. leg. At another 
time she falls heavily into a ground 
split from a control position with 
one leg straight up in the air. 


“The John Held, Jr.’s, of Vaude- 
ville”. is their billing, and they assay 
the type, but their weight is too 
much against that to make it ring 
true.. With any sort of billing 
however, this is an act. Bige. 


“MELODY PARADE” (9) 
With Caesare Ravoli 
Musical 
9 Mins.; Full (Special!) 
Palace (St. V.) : 
Feature of this good musical 
flash is Caesare Ravoli’s comically 
faithful impersonations of famous 
composers in the pit. On the stage 
are eight singing voices, equal as 
to sex. Mounting, dressing and 
staging. all good. 
Ravoli, on the conductor’s plat- 
form in the pit, announces the first 


number, an operatic arrangement 
of “St. Louis Blues” by the en- 
semble. Ravoli’s specialty sepa- 


rates this and the closer, a Victor 


Herbert tribute. Each of four 
pedestals holds a singing couple, 
each pair representing a Herbert 


score. Backdrop raises at the finish 

to reveal Ravoli in a statuesqut 

impersonation of the late composer. 
Different. Bige. 


‘nearly spoils things by 


BERTRAND-LEVAN and Co. (2) 
Comedy Sketch 

14 Mins.; Two (Special) 
Jefferson (V-P) 

A good little comedy act, with 
plenty of that hoke surefire. Just 
borders on burlesque, the hoke is so 
low, but manages to swing over 
to a sidetrack. Plenty funny and a 
cinch for any neighborhood house. 

Bertrand and Levan, two men, ex- 
perienced in their work. Shorter 
and stouter, doing a semi-hebe, ap- 
pears as though he has had bur- 
lesque experience, 

Turn starts off with both men in 
front of a drop representing a hick 
depot called “Itt,” 20 miles from Ni- 
agara Falls and from a town called 
“Watt.” Laughs are derived from 
the boys questioning each other as 
to their whereabouts, with the “Itt” 
and “Watt” towns balling everything 
and everyone up. Pretty old, but 
got something here. 

Later turns out that the boys are 
vaudevillians. A woman asks them 
to rehearse in a “Salome” bit, the 
snake to be a prop. Boys agree, but 
when another girl makes her ap- 
pearance with the belly walker, it is 
a live one. During this bit a lot of 
hoke oriental dancing and antics 
woven in, also a comedy dance by 
the smaller fellow, quite strong 
here. 

Two women assist, doing a little 
singing and acting as foils. 


DONIA and CLARK 
Talk and Songs 

11 Mins.; One 
Jefferson (V-P) 

A mixed couple with the man do- 
ing a wop comic. Latter appears to 
be the same Donia who was pre- 
viously teamed up with a man part- 
ner, Mack, and who in that act 
a along the same order as in 
this. 

“Nut” patter is foundation of act. 
They laughed at it heartily here. 
May not be such easy sailing in 
other districts. 

Talk is first woven around the 
job she offers him and later about 
— manner in which he would kiss 

er. 

Donia does wop all through talk, 
swerving to straight only for the 
songs, which he duets with Miss 
Clark. Latter is a nice looker and 
was gowned in eye filling fashion. 


MACK and STANTON 
Comedy Talk and Songs 

10 Mins.; Two (Special) 

Jefferson (V-P) 

Amusing crossfire. Two boys, one 
playing hobo with a swanky line of 
talk and the other a copper. Drop 
represents the outside of a jail. 

Act is just one gag after another 
and only as strong as the gags. 
Luckily, the chatter is breezy and 
so all goes well. Quite a bit of the 
stuff used, though, verges on the 
“blue.” 

Copper is the feeder with the hobo 
delivering the punch lines in parlor 
English. A pop song is soloed by 
the copper while the comic is off- 
stage. 


THE BACHELORS 
Male Quartet 

12 Mins.; One Special 
58th St. (V-P) 

‘Classy singers who know their 
harmcny and okay for any bill as 
is, although they could go better 
if they worked up a little comedy 
that didn’t take them ‘too far from 
their present singing angle. 

Enter in toppers and tux with 
black sticks. Do about four num- 
ters, each okay. Stage is set with 
a settee that serves for at least one 
number. when the four’ gather 
around to sing as one of the boys 
strums a guitar. 


RECTOR and DOREEN 
Aerial 

9 Mins.; Two 

86th St. (V-P) 

Mixed team. Man is upside-down 
anchor man, perched aloft, iron- 
jawning or holding the suspended 
props. On these the woman per- 
forms her whirls, pirouettes, etc. 
Lots of fast whirl stuff with special 


props. 
Neat opener. Abel. 


EMBASSY 


(Continued from page 77) 


the case, but spotting of some of it 
in other parts of the program would 
seem wiser than running it all to- 
gether about the center. 

The “theatrical” material is sep- 
arated rather than run in sequence 
style, with that routining making 
it seem there is less of it than ac- 
tually exists in the real. Besides 
sports stuff at Atlantic City, that 
beach resort gets the benefit of 
Fox-Movietone recording Ted 
Weems orchestra and the Norma 
Schutt dancing ensemble going 
through a brief routine. 

Other vaude-type clips Nipponese 
gals doing American song and dance 
numbers in the Broadway manner; 
the Madan-Troupe in Calcutta, fea- 
turing a Hindu soprano who’s solo 
actually provokes laughs, and Al- 
wyn Bach, who recently won a ra- 
dio announcer’s contest, demon- 
strating what a proper speech is 
like. Bach is on too long and 
having to 
repronounce a simple word himself. 

A marriage in a pool at Rock- 


away, music and all; girls in a ca- 
noe routine at Sebago Lake, Maine, 
good every year, but with singing 
this time; Long Island ducks in a 
quack chorus; Marion Talley on her 
farm in Kansas, and Fox Movietone 
flying over Washington are among 
the clips of no particular news im- 
portance but real human interest 
just the same. 

Miscellaneous items, Secretary of 
State Simpson inspecting cavalry 
troops at Ft. Myers, Va., with a 
poor speech following; C. E. Lock- 
wood, last of Civil War vets at 
Stillwater, Minn., toasting comrades 
that have gone, and more about 
Ghandi from a London reporter, 
George Slocombe, who interviewed 
the Indian leader in his cell re- 
cently and through F-M hands out 
a lot of stuff about him. 

Except for Australian football 
game, Spain’s bullfighting carnival 
and motorcyclists trying to nego- 
tiate hill, program is nicely photo- 
graphed. Some of the shots, prob- 
ably through plenty sunlight lately, 
are unusually clear, notably those 
taken in this country. Recording 
satisfactory throughout. 

Program has 26 different clips, 
with divisions between Fox and 
Hearst 13 each. Char. 


JEFFERSON 


(Continued from page 78) 


real acrobatics. Miss Starr works 
mainly on a web, twisting and con- 
torting her body to varied posi- 
tions while on it. Fast opener. 

Grace and Coly Worth, No. 2, 
tried hard but had nothing to put 
over. Act needs substantial ma- 
terial. Grace is a looker and knows 
how to work, but is using it on the 
wrong type of stuff. Chatter lacks 
fire. In cone instance they wasted 
two minutes in telling a flop gag. 
Closing bit is strongest, dance 
number with Coly showing some 
oke eccentric stepping. 

Bertrand-Levan and Co. (New 
Acts) started off the comedy and 
got results. Turn carries two men 
and two femmes, all doing comedy. 
It’s plain hoke, but suits. 

That nimble fingered harpsichord 
player, Roxy La Rocca, surprised 
by doing as well as he did. Roxy 
soon had the mob accompanying 
his harp music with whistling and 
vocalizing. Plays a large and va- 
ried selection of songs, classic and 
pop, excellently. In many instances 
strives for comedy and, with the 
help of the drummer, gets results. 

Joe Marks, at the end of his turn, 
announced that he was playing 
right in his own backyard while 
here. It looked that way from the 
manner in which they received his 
turn. His Hebe dialect, plus the 
help of Yiddish idioms, couldn’t 
have a better audience. 

McKay and Ardine found it easy 
on the wave of good kumor. Cross- 
fire is quite snappy and Miss Ar- 
dine’s Polish accented delivery 
helps. Weave in a little comedy 
warbling, plus some individual story 
telling ad top off with some danc- 
ing, with Miss Ardine proving quite 
light on her feet, 

Knick-Knacks (New Acts), 
another dance flash, closed. 
weak. 

“Hell’s Island (Col) featured. 


58TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

This house is trying a two-bit 
Saturday and Monday matinee for 
women and kids, but last Saturday 
showed off biz at the second per- 
formance. That means something 
wrong and not altogether the weath- 
er. Feature was “Hell's Island” (Col), 
which carried the draw. Vaude had 
a six-act layout on a 2-2-2 basis, 
and was laid out wrong. Sextet of 
turns, each of which figures about 
even on spot and calibre. Hot 
weather and dry. 

One and 2 were musical turns, 3 
and 4 were comedy, 5 and 6 were 
musical and songs. It’s easy to see 
that when the show is past the lay- 
out gets warped at the ends and 
bulges in the middle. Taken alone, 
eaoh act okay but overrunning on 
pleasant time limit. Show ran 201 
minutes, of which the vaude end 
took 98 without an overture. This 
means an average of 16 minutes for 
each turn, 

“Hap” Farnell and Florence, No. 
4, showed a faster act than when 
previously seen, cutting five minutes 
of his turn to do a 20, and went 
just as well, and could go just as 
good if not better at 15* by a bit 
swifter patter. Keceived big here. 

The act followed William Kent 
and Co. Still doing the drunk 
wheeze plus two other settings, tak- 
ing the stage in full with a stock 
setting. On a six-act layout, com- 
ing after two song and instrumental 
acts, 20 minutes is a long while for 
the customers. It’s like handing 
the patient too much medicine. 

What actors sometimes fail to get 
as well as management and bookers 
is that much of applause is perfunc- 
tory and cannot be taken as a guar- 
antee of entertainment. 

Opener was Polly Packard and 
her family (New Acts). Mother and 
dad of the turn look experienced, 
but the three kids are beginners. 
Comedy should have followed here. 
but instead a good male quartet 
The Bachelors, looking like old, but 
not in the files, turn out to do about 


just 
Very 


five songs in 12 minutes. (New 
Acts). Bobby Folsom was next to’ 
shut. Same act and walking over 


News From the Dailies 


(Continued from page 76) 
Griffiths, by the failure of the New 
Jersey State records to confirm her 
belief that she became Mrs. Griffiths 
in Hoboken. Records for three 
years, 1914, 1915 and 1916, have been 
searched but the Registrar of Vital 
Statistics cannot find any record of 
the marriage which she is seeking 
to dissolve. Whereabouts of her 
husband is unknown. 


Theatrical Artists Representatives 
Association held a special meeting 
yesterday evening (Tuesday) at the 
Hotel Astor for the election of sev- 
eral new members who have been 
granted permits by the Actors’ 
Equity Association. 


City of Nw York, flagship of Com- 
mander Byrd’s Antarctic expedition, 
will be turned into a showboat. It 
will be placed on public exhibition 
Aug. 9 at 96th street and North 
River. Later it will go to Boston 
where it will play the waterfront 
for several weeks. 


Wallack’s theatre, on West 42d 
street, former legit house, opened 
Sunday (27) as a talking picture 
theatre devoted solely to shorts, 
House is operating on a continuous 
policy. Average program will be 
composed of 10 to 12 shorts, running 
about two hours. 


LOS ANGELES__.. 


As soon as “Princess Charming” 
is set on Broadway Connelly & 
Swanstrom will launch into” the 
production of their first for War- 
ners. It will be. an operetta, 


Will Carlton, playwright, arrested 
for ringing doorbells on Compton 
avenue. Doing a Paul Revere. Said 
the British were coming. 


Joan Chalmers, vaude, has sworn 
off married men. She recovered 
from poison, taken because Walter 
Miller’s wife wouldn’t divorce him, 


William Henry Burkhart was sen- 
tenced to hang for the murder of his 
wife, Ann McKnight Burkhart ac- 
tress, at a wine reconciliation party 
in Hollywood, 


John Bowers forfeited $150 bail as 
well as his revolver, detective badge 
and deputy sheriff badge, rather 
than appear in court on an intoxi- 
cation charge. When arrested he 
told cops he was the best shot in 
the country. They claim he was 
half-shot. 


Constance Bennett announces she 
is not interested in the Marquis 
Henri de Coudray de la Falaise, 
Gloria Swanson’s husband. 


An ordinance to make miniature 
golf courses turn off their radios at 
10 p. m. and fold at midnight is 
being drafted for the county super- 
visors. City regulation of the pee- 
wees comes up for hearing July 23, 


Gunther R. Lessing, attorney who 
secured Dolores Del Rio’s divorce 
from the late Jaime Martinze Mar- 
tinez Del Rio, blames her for break- 
ing up his own marriage in an an- 
swer to the divorce complaint of 
Loula C. Lessing. Lessing is also 
suing Miss Del Rio for legal serv- 
ices. He says the Mexican star 
called him “an ugly old man” and 
tried to get his wife into pictures, 


Frank C, Payne, editor of TPRA’s 
mag, “The Quill,” on arrival here 
told reporters that the p. a.’s are 
campaigning for co-operation be- 
tween the Erlanger and Shubert 
offices and various local theatrical 
interests. 

Ian Keith got smacked down in 
the drawing room of Raoul Walsh’s 


assistant director on the _ train 
bringing the “Oregon Trail” Fox 
unit back from northern location, 


Just who hit him is disputed. It 
appears he had riled several mem- 
bers of the troupe. 


The snap of his fishing line sud- 
denly released from entanglement 
in a kelp bed at sea, buried the hook 
at the base of Ralph Ince’s skull. 
Al Jolson’s motor boat rushed the 
director 18 miles to Santa Monica, 
where he was transferred to a car 
and taken to the Hollywood Com- 
munity hospital. Ince is believed 
out of danger. 


Tiffany’s contract with Anita 
Louise, 13, got the court’s okay. 


For blacking Vivian Duncan’s 
eye, $50. Rex Lease paid his fine in 
Malibu court and left, abandoning 
his idea of a jury trial. He claimed 
Vivian struck the first blow. 


Closing was Anna Boland and Co., 
banjo sextet, and a girl dancer be- 
sides Miss Boland’s singing. About 
six or seven numbers in special two 
and three settings for 16 minutes, 


but not a closing act. Better for 
opener, 

Rest of program was made up in 
inall inter-act delays, a three-min- 
ite trailer and an abbreviated Pathe 

reel of about four clips—all 


if 


ime 
| 
| 
| 
| = 
| 
| 
| | i 
Rea: 
| 
| = | 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | | at 
| 
| | | 
| ~ - 
| 
| | 
| | 
| — 
| | | 
| | 
| | | | fa | 
| | | on 
| | | | oe 
| | | 
| 
| | | | 
| | 
4 it 
| 
| 
| 
tf 
| 
LEE 
| 
| Aut: 
4 
i} 
| | | 
| 
} 
wid: 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 30, 1930 


Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (AUGUST 2) 


THIS WEEK (JULY 26) 


Numerals in connection with bills below ind.cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


RK-0 


NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 

Ist half (2-5) 
Bomby Rad Gang 
(Others to fill) 

2nd half (6-8) 
A&G Falls 
Rome & Dunne 


Jefferson 

Ist half (2-5) 
3 Bennett Boys 
Frank Dobson Co 
Freeman, Rus, Mor 
Dave Vine 
Land of Clowns 

2nd halt (6-8) 


WILLIAM EBS 


OPENS ON 


LOEW CIRCUIT 
THIS WEEK 


Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 


Joe Marks 
Vercelle Sis 
2nd half (30-1) 
3 Kitaros 
Ethel Morris 
J & K Spangler 
Jack Osterman 
. Coliseum 
1st half (2-5) 
Zelaya 
2nd Ralf (6-8) 
Victor Oliver 
Medley & Dupree 


. Ben Rubin 


(Two to fill) 

2nd half (30-1) 
Eddie Conrad 
Irving Edwards 
Friedland’s 20th C 
(Two to fill) 


8ist St. 
lst half (2-5) 
Victor Oliver 
Medley & Dupree 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (6-8) 
W O'Neill 
Marsh Montgomery 
Buster West 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Vernon Rathburn 
Bobby Folsom 
Joe Laurie Jr 
C O'Denishawn 
h St. 


t 
Ist half (2-5) 
Marie Mang & Co 
Bobby Folsom 
Danny Small 
Edwards-Armida Co 
2nd half (6-8) 
Zelaya 
Karyl Norman 
Roy Sedley 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Great Rolle 
D & H Blossom 
Ada Brown 
Wm Halligan & Co 
(One to fill) 
58th St. 
ist half (2-5) 
Bert Nagle & Co 
O'Connor Sis 
Roxy LaRocca 
Jack Usher & Co 
Savo & Mann 
Personality Mirrors 
2nd half (6-8) 
Vardell Bros 
Irmanette 
Frozini’s Melodians 
Art Frank 
2nd half (30-1) 
Zelda Bros 
Jerome & Gamble 
J C Morton & Co 
Merrick & Allen 
Nash & Fately 
Verselle Sis 
Fordham 
ist half (2-5) 
Paul Tisen & Co 
Nash & Fately 
Karyl Norman 
Buster West 
2nd half (6-8) 
“Rise of Goldbergs” 
Bob La Salle 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Agemos 
Irmanette 
Rogers & Donnelly 


Downey & Libby 
J (Rube) Clifford 
Smith & Barker 
Meyer LuBow & R 
2nd half (30-1) 
Polar Pastimes 
Rodney & Gould 
On 5th Ave 
Seymour & Howard 
Adelaide Hall Co 
Savoy & Mann 
Burns, St’'k's-Lee Br 


Palace (2) 

H Justa & Charlie 
Harry Richman 
Block & Sully 
Frances Williams 
Claiborne Foster 


Meyers Lubow & R 
Small & Mays 
Harry Richman 

H & D Dixon 
Rath Bros 

Dora Maugha 
Benny Rubin 
Melody Parade 


Royal 

Ist half (2-5) 
Mabelle Funda Co 
Jim & Jean Arnold 
B Ralston & Co 
McManus & Hickey 

2nd half (6-8) 
Opera vs Jazz 
Neil Kirk 
Fred Heider & Co 
Winchester & Ross 
Florence Gast & Co 

2nd half (30-1) 
Lafayette & Lav’ne 
Abe Reynolds 
Wilton Sis 
Bobby Germaine Co 
Jerome & Gamble 

BROOKLYN 
Albee (2) 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Curtis Wright Bd 
(Others to fill) 
(26) 


Arthur Petley 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Karyl Norman 
Buster West 
Puck & White 
Dyker 
Ist haif (2-5) 
Frank, Joe, Johnnie 
P & F Trado 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (6-8) 
Pearson Bros 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
South & West 
Thomas, Shaw Sis 
Stewart & Gardner 
Gypsy Byrne 
Flushing 
Ist half (2-5) 
Friedland’s 20th C 
Irving Edwards 
Agemos 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half 
Harriet Hoctor 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Bert Nagle 
Margie Coates 
Curtis Wright Bd 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Victor Oliver 


enmore 
Ist half (2-5) 


Frances Williams Irmanette 
Jay C Flippen Chase @ La Tour 
nklin Ben Rubin 
Ist half (2-5) (Two to fill) 
ARTHOR WILLIAM 


BLONDELL and MACK 


Booking Exclusively with 
R-K-O and AFFILIATIONS 
Standard Acts—Communicate 
Suite 1313 Bond Building 
1560 Broadway, 

Phone Bryant 2332 


New York 


Silver Freed Co 
Quinion & Gordon 
Jarrow 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (6-8) 


Laver Br & Pingree 


O'Connor Sis 
LaRocca 


Holbrook & Bowk’n 


Geo Jessel 


Personality Mirrors 


2nd half (30-1) 
Rector & Doreen 
Al Norman 
Lester Cole & Co 
Billy Kent & Co 
Evening Stars 

Hamilton 


Ist half (2-5) 


Meyers LuBow & R 


Margie Coates 
(Three to fill) 

2nd half (6-8) 
Land of Clowns 
Frank Swanee 
Frank Dobson Co 
Dave Vine 

2nd half (30-1) 
Hayes, Marsh & B 


Roxy LaRocca 
G & C Worth 
Joe Marks & Co 
Bundy-Mack Co 


2nd half (6-8) 
Bobby Folsom 
Danny Small 
Edwards-Armida Co 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (30-1) 
Paul Tisen & Co 
Sherman & Ryan 
«Rise of Goldbergs” 
Medley & Dupree 
(One to fill) 


Madison 
Ist half (2-5) 
A&G Falls 
Rome & Dunne 
Joe Marks & Co 
Verceile Sis 

2nd half (6-8) 
Bomby Radio Gang 
(Others to fill) 

2nd half (30-1) 
Fay & Bannister Rv 
O'Connor Sis 
Ken Christy & Co 
Bob La Salle 
(One to fill) 

KR 


A ON 
Keith’s (2) 
Eliz Morgan & Co 
Leslie Strange 
W & G Ahearn 


Lady Alice's Peta 
(26) 


Cadet 6 
Chamberlain & H 
Francis Renault 
Conlin & Glass 
ATLANTA 
Keith’s (2) 
Cirillo Bros 
Paris Fashions 
Bob Hope 
Webb's Enter 
(26) 
Lime 3 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Harry Fox & Co 
Tracey & Hay 
BIRMINGHAM 
Keith’s (2) 
Lime 3 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Harry Fox & Co 
Tracey & Hay 
(26) 


Hungaria Tr 
Ernest Hiatt 
Jos B Stanley 
Carroll-M’Carthy Co 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (2) 
C Mortimer & Harv 
Ewing Eaton 
Solly Ward & Co 
Yates & Lawley 
Kluting’s Entert's 
(26) 


3 McCann Sis 
Fulton & Parker 
Goldkette Bd 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Manning & Class 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (2) 
Cadet 6 

Paul Kirkland 
Claudia Coleman 
Yorke & King 


) 

Gold & Rae 
Rudell & Dunnigan 
May Wirth & Fam 
W & G Ahearn 
Robbins 3 
CHARLOTTE 
Orpheum (2) 
Hungaria Tr 
Ernest Hiatt 
J B Stanley 
D Carroll & McC 

(26) 


4 Phillips 

Ilse Marvenga 

Eddie Borden 

Roisman’s Alaba’s 

CHICAGO 

Palace (2) 

Murand & Girton 

Dotson 

Lulu McConnell Co 

Eddie Dowling 

Don Aspeazu & 

Havana Casino Ba 
26) 


Rogers & Wynne 
Will Aubrey 
Molly Picon & Co 
Chain & Conroy 
Long Tack Sam 
State Lake (2) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Boyd Senter 
Tiny Town Rey 
Johnny Burke 
Blossom Seeley Co 
(26) 


Peter Higgins 
Davidsons’ L Loons 
12 Market Girls 
Mills & Shea 
Cecelia Blair 
Lucille Sis 
CINCINNATI 
Keith’s (2) 
Olympia’s . Winners 
Mills & Shea 

T & R Romaine 
Little Jack Little 
Long Tack Sam 


(26) 
M Colleano & Co 
Yvette Rugel 


McConnell & Co 

Georgie Price 

Don Aspeazu & 
Havana Casino Bd 
CLEVELAND 

Palace (2) 

G Smith & Buddies 

H Bergen & Co 

I, Groody-N Fleeson 

Conlin & Glass 

Louisville Loons 

26) 


Swan Lewis & Co 
Allen Reno 
Claiborne Foster Co 
Eddie Dowling 
Murand & Girton 
105th (26) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Chamberlain & Earl 
Joe Termini 
Dillon, Parker Co 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Keith’s (2) 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Tyler Mason 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Joe Mendi 
(26) 
Dakotas 
Ryan & Noblette 
H Santrey & Bd 
(Qne to fill) 
FORT WORTH 
Majestic (26) 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Tyler Mason 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Joe Mendi 
HAMILTON,” CAN. 
Keith’s (2) 
Kaswell Sis 
Fauntelroy & Van 
J Rea -C N Hawks 
Chaz Chase 
Tom McAuliff 
26 


Herbert, Ger, Victo 
Esmond & Grant 
Chick Haines & Co 
Bill Dooley 
6 Rockets 

HOUSTON 
Keith's (3) .. 
Rus Art Circus 
4 Carleton Bros 
T Murdock & Co 
Berl ee & Co 


6 Galenos 

Cook Sis 

Sol Gould 

J Burchill Blondes 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (2) 

Ray Huling & Seal 

Ledova & Co 

Fred Lightner 

Art Landry & Bd 

(26) 
De Toregos 


Lytell & Fant 


Kitty Doner 
Frank Gaby 
C Bennington & Co 
LONG BEACH 
State (4) 
Kanazawa Boys 
H Foster Welch 
H Carroll & Maxine 
H Carroll's Rev 
(28 


) 
George Andre & Co 
Sybile Vane 
Lander Bros 
Palm Beach Nights 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (2) 
L Osborne & Chico 
Roy Rogers 
Viola Dana 
Kramer & Boyle 

(26) 


Kanazawa Boys 

H Foster Weich 

H Carroll, M Lewis 

H Carroll's Rev 

MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith's (2) 

A & S Lamont 

Fleurette Jeoffrie 

Ward & Van 

Casa & Lehn 


(26) 
La Belle Pola 
Evans & Wolf 
Maddock & Clark 
Sig Friscoe & Bd 
MONTREAL 
Imperial (2). 
Rio Bros & LaSalle 
Curley Burns & Co 
Aunt Jemima 
Beehee 


Don Lee & Louise 
Johnny Downs 
Vox & Walters 
Joe Young & Co 
NEWARK 
Palace (21) 
A Petley & Co 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Loring Smith & Co 
Jos Regan & Co 
Gloria Foy 

26 


Felovis 

Henry Kelly 

Maker & Redford 

The Diamonds 

Yale -Collegians 

NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (2) 

6 Galenos 

Cook Sis 

Sol Gould 


H Carroli‘s Rev 
25 


) 
George Andre & Co 
Sybil Vane 
Lander Bros 
Paim Beach Nights 


SAN FRANCISCO 
olden Gate (2) 


y 
J Daly-RKO Discov 
(26) 


Loma Worth 
Pressier & Kliaias 
Sylvia Clark 
Lights & 
Keith’s (2) 
Chappelle & Cariton 
Smith & Rogers 
Milo 
Butler & Santos 
(26) 
Har, Swan, Lucille 
LaMarr & Boyce 
Scooter Lowry 
Chas Withers 
SCHENECTADY 
Ist half (2-5) 
Felovis 


J Berka & Co 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (6-8) 


(26) 
Rio Bros-LaSalle 
Carlena Diamond 
Curley Burns & Co 
Aunt Jemima 
Beehee & Rubyatt 
TRENTON 
Keith's 
Ist half (2-6) 
Rodney & Gold 
Rio Grande 
(Three to fill) 
2nd haif (6-8) 
Morton & Higgins 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Lavar Bros & Ping 
Ewing Eaton 
Join the Navy 
J Berkes & Co 
UNION HILL 
Capitol 
Ist half (2-5) 
Vandell Bros 
Bromson & Renee 
F Heider & Co 
Winchester & Ross 
Robinson Dewitt Co 
2nd half (6-8) 
Silver Freed & Co 
Edwards & Ray 
B Rawiston & Co 
McManus & Hickey 
Rio Grande 


2nd half (30-1) 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 


Pallenberg's Bears 
Francis Renault 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 

C Blossom & June 
Frozini’s Melodians 
FarneH & Florence 
(Two to fill) 


Ted & Al Waldman 
12 O'clock & 
Marty May 


(26) 
Stevens Br - Nelson 
Edith Bow 
EB & T Hickey 
Lovejoy Dancers 

ST LOUIS 
Orpheum (1). 
De ‘Toregoes 
Lytell & Fant 
Kitty Doner 
Frank Gaby 
& Co 

26) 


Enos Frazere 
Boyd Senter 
Koy Cummings 
Tiny Town Rev 
Johnny Burke 
ST. PAUL 
Orpheum (2) 
La Belle Pola 
Kvans & Wolfe 
Maddox & Clark 
Sig Frinese & Bd 


, 
The Berkoffs 
Don Galvan 


Ryan & Howard 
Levan & Boles 
Symbols of Art 
VANCOUVER 
Keith's (2) 
Stevens Br-Nelson 
Edith Bow 
Hickey Bros 
Lovejoy Dancera 


Chapelle & Carlton 
Smith & Rogers 
Mile 
Butler & Santos 
WHITE PLAINS 
Keith's 
ist half (2-5) 
A Kaufman & Girls 
Bearson Bras 
J Rube Clifford 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (6-8) 
A Kaufman & Girls 
Freeman Rus, Mort 
Marie DeComba 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Past & Present 
Bennett & Bond 
P & F Trado 
Chas Melson 
WINNIPEG 
Capitol (2) 
The Berkofts 
Don Galvin 
Any Family 
Bert Walton 
(26) 
Luster Bros 
Burke & Durkin 
Milton Berle & Co 


Family 


J Burchill Blondes 
(26) 


Bert Walton 


(Two to fill) 


Picture Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (25) 
“Under Sea B” 
Raye, Ellis & LaR 
Ray Collins 
Cc J Lindemann 
“Sins of Children” 
Paramount (25) 
“Noah's Lark’’ 
B Farrell & Dad 
Berinoft & Bulalie 
Margaret McKee 
Pansy ( @ horse) 
F Evans’ Bluebirds 
Rubinoft 
Jesse Crawford 
‘Sap from Syracuse’ 
Roxy (25) 
Beatrice Belkin 
Raymond Knight 
Rheta Stone 
George Kiddon 
Paul Paulus 
David W Guion 
“Good Intentions” 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Chicago (25) 
“Snap Shots” 
Bob Nolan Bd 
Sully & Thomas 
Roberts Sis 
Cuby & Smith 
Evans Boys & Girls 
“For the Defense” 
Marbro (25) 
“Odds & Ends" 
Benny Meroft & Bd 
Johnny Perkins 
Gus & Will 
Kurnicker Ballet 
Baker 2 
“Arizona: Kid" 
Oriental (25) 
“Sand Witches” 
Harry Rose Bd 
Armand & Perez 
3 Rhythm Boys 


Paradise (25) 
“School Is Out” 
B Minnevitch & 
Harmonica 
Raseals & A Kluth 
Rose Kessler 
Laura Lane 
McGarry & Dawn 
Margie Greene 
“The Bad One" 
Tivoli (25) 
“Dude Ranch" 
Al Kvale Bd 
Burns & Kissen 
J Lips Richardsea 
Darling 2 
The Rangers 
“The Bad One” 
Uptown (25) 
“Santan’s Holiday” 
Larry Rich Bd 
D Eddy & Douglas 
“The Bad One” 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (26) 
“High Speed” 
Eddie Stanley 
Deno & Rochelle 


3 Biuve Steppers 


“wore JACK L, LIPSHUTZ 
TAILOR, 908 Walnut St, Phila 


Cirille Bros 

Paris Fashions 
Bob Hope 

Webb's Entert'ners 
OAKLAND 
Orpheum (2) 
Loma Worth 
Pressier & Klaiss 
Sylvia Clark 
Lights & Shadowa 


lL Osborne & Chico 
Roy Rogers 

Viola Dana 
Kramer & Boyle 


OKLA. CY, OKLA, 
Orpheum (2) 
Cardini 

C Wentworth & Co 
Scott Saunders 

Lee Twins 


OMAHA 
Orpheum (2) , 
A Pritchard & Boys 
Zelda Santley 
Eddie Nelson 
St Claire Sis &O'D 
(26) 
Reynolds & White 
R Huling & Charlie 
Ledova 
Fred Lightner 
PATERSON 
Keith's 
Ist half (2-5) 
G & C Worth 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (6-8) 
Robinson DeWitt Co 
(Others to fill) 
PORTI 
(2) 
W Higegie & Girls 
Roth & Shay 
Walter Walters 
Roxy's Gang 
(26) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Edith Bow 
Ed & Tom Hickey 
Mr Wu & Co 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (26) 
Honey Boys 
Randall & Watson 
Bob Robinson 
Sandy Lange & Co 
SALEM 
Keith’s (2) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Wheeler & Morton 
Mr Wu & Co 
(24) 
Bob Ripa 
Kerr & Ensiga 
Bob Murphy 
J Daly-RKO Discov 
SALT LAKE 
Orpheum (30) 
G Andre & Co 
Lander Bros 
Lewis P B Night 
(Two to fill) 


(26) 
A Pritchard & Boys 
Zelda Santley 
Eddie Nelson 
St Claire Sis & O'D 
SAN ANTONIO 
Keith's (2) 
The Dakotas 
Ryan & Noblette 
H Santrey & Bd 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (26) 
Rus Art Circus 
4 Cariton Bros 
Teck Murdock & Co 
Karl Faber & Co 
SAN DIEGO 
Orpheum (1) 
Kanazawa Boys 


TACOMA 

Keith's (2) 

Har, Swan, Lucille 

LaMarr & Boyce 

Scooter & Lowry 

Withers , Opera 
(26) 


W Higgie & Girls 
Roth & Shay J 
Walter Walters 
Roxy's Gang 
TORONTO. 
Imperial (2) 
Gold & Rae 
Rudell & Dunnigan 
Jane Dillon 
Freda & Palace 
May Wirth & Fam 
(26) 
Kaswell Sis 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Smith & Barker 
Chaz Chase 
Rea & Cal Ni'th'ks 
Shea’s (2) 
Raymond Baird 


YONKERS 
Keith's 
Ist half (2-5) 
Pascuali Bros 
Gast & Ce 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (6-8) 
Marshall Sis 
Nash & Fatley 
Ann Bowland & Co 
2nd half (30-1) 
Butts & Had'wry 
F Heider & Co 
Saranoff & O'R 
lL. Benstead & Co 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’'a (2) 
Mascagno 4 
Bernard & Henri 
Grace Nile & Co , 
Georgie Price 
M & Co 
Hashi & Osai 
Dotson 
Freda & Palace 


Odds & Ends 
(Others to fill) 


York & King 
(One to fill) 


Western R-K-O 


(Others to fill) 
“Holiday” 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (25) 
“Coral” 
Al Lyons 
Bob West 
Stepin Fetchit 
Maurice & Vincent 
Royal Samoans 
Ed Hanley Co 
Petite Marie 
Oscar Taylor 
Sunkist Beau 
“Wild Company” 
Paramount (25) 
“Whoopee Days’ 
Paul Ash 
Paul Small 
Ethel Merman 
G D Washington 
Al Siegel & Besser 
Earl & Elsie 
‘Sap from Syracuse’ 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (26) 
“Lanterns” 


Joo Wong & Co 
Winfred & Milla 
John Ingram 

“For the Defenge” 


Hippodrome (26) 
W & G Ahern 
Brother Dan 
May Wirth 
Rudell & Dunigaa 
8S Gold & R Don 
Robbins 3 


CLEVELAND 
State (26) 

“Hit Bits of 1930” 
Leavitt - Lockwood 
Jones & Biliott 
Ted Eddy’s Mel 
Elenore Wood 
Dick Perry 
Lawson Girls 
“Sweet Mama” 


DETROIT 
Fisher (26) 
Heidt & Bd 


bo 

(Others to fill) 

“Lawful Larceny” 
Fox (26) 

“Miniatures” 

Singer's Midgets 

(Others to fill) 

“Hell's Island” 


Michigan > 
‘Rollin’ Along” 
Ray Bolger 
Del Delbridge 
Di Gitanos 
Un Wah Tr 
“Blushing Brides” 
MIN’AP’LIS, MINN. 

Minnesota (2) 
‘School is Out" 
B Minnevitch & 

Rascals 
Arcthie Kluth 
Rose Kessler 
Laura Lane 
McGarry & Dawn 
Margie Greene 

NEW HAVEN 

Fox-Poli (26) 
“Sunshine” 
Harry Berman 
(Others to fill) 
“Romance” 


Branford (26) 
“Sportland”’ 
Eddie Carr 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Gabriel Hines 
(Others to fill) 
“Dang N McGrew" 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (26) 
‘Something Dif'r'nt’ 
Jay Mills 
Burns & Allen 
W & V Mosconi 
Pasquali Bros 
Chick Kennedy 
“Midnight Mystery” 
Fox (26) 
“Peasant” 
Frank Richardson 
(Others to fill) 
“Wild Company” 
Mastbaum (26) 
“Forward March” 
Esther Ralston 
Nina Olivette 
Talent & Merit 
Chas Strong Bd 
Eddie Michaels 
Littlefield Girls 
Sevitaky 
“Love Among Mil” 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright (26) 
Buddy Page 
Art Frank 
Davey Lee 
(Others to fill) 
“Dancing Sweeties” 
Penn (26) 
‘Steel Blues” 
Dave Schooler 
June Carr 
Les Gelles 
Chester Hale Girls 
(Others to fill) 
“Love Among Mil” 
Stanley (26) 
Bernice Claire 
(Others to fill) 
“‘Moonbeams" 
PROVIDENCE 
Faya (26) 
Jack Miller 
Walter Marr 
Ross McLean 
Steele Sis 
Rialto Troubadours 


‘Soldiers & Women’ 


Loew 


CANTON, 0. 
Loew's 
2nd half (6-8) 
Honey Family 
Hope Vernon 
Impromptu Rev 
(One to fill) 
CEDAR RPDS., IA, 
lowa 

ist half (2-4) 
3 Allison Sis 
Stevens Nelson & S 


Coscia & Vedi 
LINCOLN, NEB. 
Stuart (3) 

4 Uessems 
Dalton & Craie 
MAISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 
Ist half (2-4) 
Schictl’'s Wond'r'tes 
Graco Doro 
Jack Randall & Co 
2nd half (6-8) 


The Ingenues 


(Two to fill) 


2nd half (5-8) 
Eno Tr 
Wheeier & Morton 
Venita Gould 
(One to fill) 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Knglewood 
Ist half (2-4) 
U S&S Leviathan Bd 
(Feur to fill) 
2nd half (5-8) 
Baseball 4 
(Four to fill) 
DAVENPORT, IA. 
Capitol 
ist half (2-4) 
Eno Tr 


3 Doctora 
Pastine Rev 
2nd half (5-8) 
Allisons 
Eddie Borden & Co 
(One to fill) 
DES TA. 


Orpheum 
Ist half (2-4) 
King Steppers 
Wheeler & Morton 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (5-8) 
Clark & Smith 
Eve Dean & Boys 
(One to fill) 
INDIA’'P’LIS, IND. 
Lyric (1) 
Dale & Meyers 


H Foster Weich 
Hf Carrol & M Lewis 


Perry 2 & Taria 
Billy Maine & Co 


MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Orpheum (1) 

Cody 5 

Freddy Stritt 

Paxton 

(Qne to fill) 

MILWAUK’E, WIS. 
Riverside (1) 

Loomis 2 

E Sanderson & Co 

Lovejoy Dancers 

Bruno Weiss 3 

(One to fill) 

KFORD, ILL. 
Palace 


Ist half (2-4) 
The Ingenues 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (5-8) 
Nan Halperin 
King Steppers 
(One to fill) 


eum 
lst half (1-3) 
Clark & Smith 


Venita Gould 
(Two to fill) 
SO. BEND, IND. 
Palace 
Ist half (2-4) 
Nan Halperin 
Joe Young & Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (6-8) 


(Two to fill) 


SIOUK CITY, IA, 


Evelyn Dean & Co 


Floyd's Singing C’s 


NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 
Ist half (2-5) 
Jean & Val Jean 
Whitey Roberts 
Chick Haines & Co 
Alten & Wilson 
Hazel Lee & Boys 
2nd half (6-8) 
Jack Hanley 
Wally & Zella 
Wm Ebbs & Co 
P Seamon & Co 
J Rankin & Girls 
Lincoln 
Ist half (2-5) 
Fitzgeralds 
4 Eton Boys 
F Stafford & Co 
Jackson & Clifford 
Cummingham-B Ry 
2nd half (6-8) 
Stenards 
Keith Wilbur 
(One to fill) 
Skelly & E Rogers 
H Skelly & Ce 
Loew's 46th St. 
Ist half (2-5) 
Paul Kodak & Sis 
Cygi & Co 
Coogan & Casey 
P Seamon & Co 
Heart Strings 
3nd half (6-8) 
Meehan’'s Dogs 
Ethel Pastor 
Forsyth & Kelly 
Stan Stanley & Coa 
6 Crackerjacks 
National 
Ist half (2-5) 
Hinds & Leonard 
Snapshots 
Paul Malt 
Meehan’s Dogs 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (6-8) 
Corelli & Jeannie 
Sherman & Ryan 
Angus & Searle 
Douglas & Alvarez 
Milton Douglas Co 
Orpheum 
ist half (2-5) 
Bee Jung 
Ethel Norris & Co 
Ken Christy & Co 
Stan Stanley & Co 


Stan Bros & Attree 


Gale & Carson Rey 
2nd half (6-8) 


Madeline Patrice 
Abe Reynolds & Co 
H & F Seamon 
Oriental Sketches 
(One to fill) 


Paradise (2) 
Raye-Ellis & La R 
(Others to fill) 


State (2) 
Black & Gold 
3 McCann Sis 
Bedini-Howard Co 
Melino & Davis 
H Bergman & Co 


BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (2-5) 
Don Julian 
J R Walsh & Co 
Neilson & Warden 
Buck & Bubbles 
V Rathburn & Co 
2nd half (6-8) 
Fitzgeralds 
Whitey Roberts 
F Stafford & Coa 
Lillian Morton 
il Glerious Girls 
Metropolitan (2) 
Les Ghezzis 
Watts & Day 
Smith & Hart 
Trixie Friganza 
Ben Blue & Co 
Pitkin 
Ist half (2-5) 
Corelli & Jeannie 
Keith Wilbur 
Barry & Lancaster 
Oriental Sketches 
(One to fill) 
2nd (6-8) 
Lenzen-Zelig 3 
Arthur Ball & Co 
Chick Haines & Co 
Buck & Bubbles 
Cumminghem & B 
Valencia (2) 
Herman Timberg 
Sammy Timberg 
Herbert Timberg 
Barbara Blair 
Leo Chalzel 
Oliver Harris 
ATLANTA 
Iaew's (2) 
Trudina & Co 
Tom Wilson & Co 
Flo Lewis & Co 


T Brown, Brown Br 


BALTIMORE 
Loew's (2) 
Ted Claire 
Evelyn Wilson 
P Sydell & Spotty 
4 Flash Devils 
BAY RIDGE 
Loow’s 
lst haif (2-5) 
Stenards 


Lynn Cagtor & Co 


Chas Howard & Co 
H & F Seamon 
Knick Knacks 

2nd half (6-8) 
Don Julian 
Cygi & Co 
3 Swifts 
N Arnaut & Bros 
(One to fill) 

BOSTO 


Orpheum (2) 
Homer Romaine 
Carlton & Ballew 
Sol Brilliant & Co 
Ralph Olson & Co 
Runaway 4 

CANTON 
Loew's (2) 
Mann-Brad, Van A 

Bill Casey 
Gordon & Walker 
Paul Remos & Co 


May Joyce 


Gordon & Kin 
MEMPHIS, TENN, 


& 
exandria & GQ 
ONTREAL 


Beth Challig & Co 
W Sharples Co 
Klein Bros 

Parker-Babb Ba 


Kafka-Stan & M 
Morley Sis 
Ketch & Wilma 
Flynn & Mack 
Maryiand Colleg'ng 


Prosper & Maret 
Edith Clifford 


Weston & Lyons 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


ROCK 


1632 B’way, at 50th St. N. Y. City 


CAPITOL 
Loew's (2) 
Joyce Coles 
Jack Triesault 
(Others to fill) 
CLEVELAND 
Granada (2) 
Dave Schooler 
Les Gellis 
June Carr 


(2) 
Leavitt & Lockwood 
(Others to fill) 
HOUSTON 
Loew's (2) 
Helen Carlson 


Rhyme & Reason 
NORFOLK 
State (2) 
Donald @ Blaic 
Georgie Hunter 
Bayes & Speck 
R & R Lyte & Co 
PITTSBURGH 
(2) 
Peggy Taylor ¢ 
Westley Boynton 
Hilda Butsova 
TORONTO 
Loew's (2) 
Harrison's Circus 
Eliz Brice & Co 
F D'Amore & Co 
Cole & Snyder 
Betty Cooper Rey 
WASH., D. ©. 
Loew's (2) 
Waring’s Penna’'s 
(Others to fill) 


Fanchon & Marco 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Fox (2) 
“Manila Bound” 
Lloyd Brice 
Romero Family 
SteHa Royal 
Samuel Pedraza 


BRIDGEPORT, CT. 
Palace (2) 

“Sunshine” 

Vince Silk 

Barton & Young 

Langan & N Selby 

Mary Lou 

Richard Wally 


BROOKLYN, N. 
Fox (1) 
“Trees” 
Terrell & Henley 
Naynon's Birds 
Reicard & C Levine 
Mavis & Ted 
Fawcett & Thurston 
Esther Campbell 


BUTTE, MONT, 
Fex (31) 
“Brunettes” 
Slate Bros ; 
Chirot & Mercado 
Hassans Bluestr’ks 
Hirsch-Arnold Girls 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Avalon (1) 
“Box O' Candy” 
Jones & Hull 
Myrtle Gordon 
Reeves & Lou 
Marie, Lucy, Irene 
DENVER, COLO, 
Grand (31-6) 
“Smiles” 
Lamberti 
Seymour & Corncob 
Dorothy Neville 
Walter Bradbury 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fex (1-7) 
“Bells & Belles’ 
Eddie Hilt 
iva Thernton 
Dunbar Bell Ring's 
Tommy Harris 
Frances, Ted & B 
Loretta 
FRESNO 
Wilson (31-2) 
“Victor Herbert” 
Walter Powelt 
Buddy Howe 
V Herbert 4 
E Belcher Dancers 


Lucille Page 
Bud Averill 
Harrison & Bime 
Helen Burke 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (2) 
“Overtures” 
Edison & Gregory 
Toota Novelile 
Jack Goldie 
& Huft 
Helen Hille 
Louise Mannine 
NEW HAVEN, CT, 
Palace (2) 
“Marble” 
Roy Smoot 
Francia 
Al & Jack Rand 
Hector & Gang 
Harris $ 
Georgene & Henry 
NEW YORK 
Crotona (2) 
“Eyes"”’ 
6 Candreva Bros 
Don Carroll 
Paul Olsen 
B & E Burroft 
Keo, Yoki & Toki 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Strand (2) 
“Miniature” 
Singer's Midgets 
(Others to fill) 
OAKLAND, CAL. 
Oakland (1) 
“Cadets’’ 
Born & Lawrence 
Milee Sis 
Rognan & Trigger 
Mabel & Marcia 
OKLAHOMA CITT 
Orpheum (5-7) 
“Desert”’ 
E & M Beck 
Muriel Stryker 
Cropley & Violet 
Chief Eagle F 
Carla Torney Girla 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (1) 
“Coral” 
Maurice & Vincent 
Royal Samoans 
La Petit Marie 
Oacar Taylor 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Broadway (31) 
‘Seeing Double” 
Stroud Twins 
Elica Twins 


JAZZLAND’S 


SYNCOPATED SON 
JACK POWELL 


Sailing Smoothly 
Sponsored 


By LEDDY & SMITH 


HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (2) 

‘Skirts’ 

McDonald & Dean 

Julia Curtiss 

Ruth Silver 

Up In Air Girls 


HOLLYWOOD 


Will Cowan 

Nee Wong 
Maxine Evelyn 
Jimmy Penman 
Franklin & Astell 


LONG BEACH 

Weat Coast (31-2) 
“Green Devil” 
Peg Leg Bates 
Bobby Gilbert 
Mites & Kover 
Harvey Karels 
Rita Lane 

LOS ANGELES 

State (31) 
“Modes of Holly’d”’ 
(Others to fill) 
MILWAUK’E, WIS. 

Wisconsin (1) 
“Good Fellows" 


Miller, Clute, Fata, 
Nolay, Holly, 
Maltby, St Johna, 
& Parker Twins 

SAN DIEGO 
Fox (31) 

“Wild & Wooly” 

(Others to fill 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Fox (1) 

“Tdea in Blue’ 

Renoff & Renova 

Mitzi Mayfair 

Webster & Marme 

SAN JOSE 
California (3-6) 

“Victer Herbert” 

Walter Powell 

Buddy Howe 

E Belcher Dancers 

V Herbert 4 
SALEM, ORK. 

more (2-3) 

“Country Club” 

Leonora Cori 

Masters & Grayce 

Ray Samuels 

Louise & Mitchell 

SEATTLE 
Sth Ave. (31) 
“Romaace” 


(Continued on Page 111) 
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TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 


An Orchestra Leader’s Week 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Saturday—Got up late and had to 
rush to the theatre without shav- 
About 15 minutes late for re- 
hearsal. Manager, actors and my 
men gave me dirty looks. How 
many times has that manager been 
late? And the actors are always 
late. As for my men they can‘t 
even keep time when they’re play- 
ing. 

Day started all wrong. Had a 
couple of arguments with the acts. 
Some didn’t have enough parts, 
while most have their cues marked 
wrong. A sister act who I am sure 
is breaking in gave me more trouble 
than I've had in years. One says 
to play it one way and the other 
one says to play it another way. 
J’ll bet it’s a lousy act. 

Got a new drummer and every 

effect the acts ask him for he says 
he has in his trunks and he will 
get them out for the matinee. I 
don’t believe he has anything but 
his drumsticks. I picked out an 
overture and the men said it was 
lousy. They wouldn’t know a good 
overture even is they knew how 19 
play it. 
The show went off pretty good, 
but got the sister act’s stuff balled 
up. They got me nervous yelling 
“slower,” “faster.” I suppose they 
think I balled up their music on 
purpose. 

After the matinee the acts were 
waiting to tell me that I was “too 
loud,” “too soft,” “too fast” or “too 
slow.” They forget they’ve been 
doing their acts for years and that 
I never saw the music before today. 
By the end of the week they’ll 
autograph their pictures saying that 
I’m the best leader they ever had 
play for them, 

Sunday—Got up early and prac- 
ticed on my fiddle. Neighbors 
yelled to stop. How do they ex- 
pect a guy to know how to play 
if he doesn’t practice? Gave a les- 
gon to Mr. Cohen’s son. He will 
never learn how to play a fiddle if 
he lives to be a hundred. Maybe 
he’s better off. His father will never 
know it from me. Three bucks a 
lesson in these days. 


Had an argument with Tony, my 
clarinet player, about politics. One 
of those excitable wops who thinks 
everything Italian is the best. Pays 
more attention to fights, wrestlers, 
bicycle riders and Mussolini than 
he does his work. Played poker be- 
tween shows and I lost 50 cents. 
Think the new drummer is a shark, 
he won all the money. Show went 
off pretty good except that we got 
in a little late for the sketch’s 
curtain music. They got pretty 
sore about it, but we just couldn't 
help it. I had a straight and had 
te play the hand out. 


Monday—More trouble. My tuba 
player didn’t show up. wrunk, I 
guess. I don’t blame a tuba player 
getting drunk. 
low’s neck. The sister act kicked 
again, but not as much as yester- 
day. I guess they’re beginning to 
know their act. 

The single woman wants me to 
talk louder when she says: “How 
you feeling, Benny?” She ought to 
stick to her singing. I’m a fiddle 
Player, not an actor. She hands 
me a couple of cigars when she 
finishes the week. I remember her 
from last season. One more com- 
— from her and I won’t talk at 
all. 

Gave some more lessons to Du- 
bin's little boy and girl. They don’t 
want to play violin; they want to 
Play the ukelele. When their old 
man gets the bill for new strings 
he will be glad they are not play- 
ing a harp. The manager spoke to 
me about putting a band on the 
stage. What is show business com- 
ing to anyway? 

Gave Her the Eye 


Tuesday—Haad another argument 
With my neighbors about practicing. 
I guess I’m going to move. A swell 
looking woman sat in the front 
row for three shows. I don’t know 
if it's me, the drummer or the 
single man on the bill. Anyway, I 
Save her the eye. Played some 
Poker and lost a couple of bucks. 
Drummer won again. I think he 
wants to get enough money to- 
Sether to buy the tneatre. 

Wednesday—Argument with my 
cornet player about automobiles. 
All cornet players are crazy. That 
Swell looker was in again. She 
kinda Smiled at me. The monolo- 
&ist complained to the manager 
that we were making too much 
noise while he was on. Tuning our 
instruments, all coming in at once, 


and detracting from him, and to top 
the 


it all, drummer dropped a 


It’s a load on a fel- |}. 


cymbal on his best gag. He does 
a lousy act. 
M. C.’ing the Racket 

Thursday — Went over to the 
union. A lot of guys out of work. 
These kids in the jazz bands did it. 
Play a dozen different instruments 
but can’t play any one well. And 
these talking picture. I don’t know 
what show business is coming to. 
Manager asked me would I sing a 
song during the overture. They 
don’t want a leader nowadays; 
they want a Caruso doubling in 
brass. I’m going to de the song. 
It will give me experience and 1 
may get a job as Master of Cere- 
monies some place. That's. the 
racket. I am writing down all the 
good jokes and acts used. Anyway, 
my voice isn’t as bad as that sis- 
ter act. One of them flirted with 
me today. 

Friday—Have a terrific headache. 
Had the sister act out for some beer 
last night. They want me to make 
them new orchestrations. Nice girls 
My orchestrations will help the act 
100%. Played poker and lost a buck 
and a half. I'm going to get rid 
of that drummer. My second vio- 
linist handed in his notice. Got a 
radio job. The lucky bum. Got 
orders from the manager that the 
band goes on theystage next week. 
We are all going to wear monkey 
suits. Name of the show is “Jungle 
Days.” I’m to sing a song besides 
playing a solo. He told me if I learn 
to do a buck dance and tell gags, 
my job would be safer. 

Twenty years it took me to learn 
how to play a fiddle and lead an 
orchestra and now it’s no good un- 
less I sing, dance and dress like a 
monkey. I wonder what Jasha Hie- 
fitz would say if they asked him 
to do it? 

Now I've got to worry if my boys 
will play song right for me. To- 
morrow is argument day with the 
new actors. I hear that my drum- 


mer can dance and sing. Also 
thinks he is a comedian. I know 
I'm going to get rid of him. I also 


found out today that the swell 
looker in for nearly every show jis 
the daughter of one of the women 
in the sister act. 

Everything nowadays is 
Tarkey. 


SUMNER IN ‘HOT’ BOOK 
RAID ON 45TH ST. 


John S. Sumner, his chief aide, 
Charles Bamberger, and Detectives 
Wittenberg and Benjamin of Chief 
Inspecter John O’Brien’s office ar- 
rested three men on the charge of 
possessing indecent books and seized 
circulars and almost 100 copies of 
“100 Merrie and Delightsome Stor- 
ies,” the alleged “hot” books. 

The defendants are Sidney J. 
Abelson, 27, office manager for Ding- 
well-Rock, Ltd., 45 West 45th street, 
and residing at 3952 Caroline Street, 
L. I. City; Adam Dingwell, 69, said 
to be the head of the above firm, 
living at 704 West End avenue, and 
Alfred C. Risdon, 68, president of 
the American Anthropological So- 
ciety, Inc., and residing at Gales 
Ferry, Conn. 

Abelson is alleged to have sold 
Wittenberg a set of the stories for 
$20. He negotiated the sale after he 
told Abelson he was a lover of books 
and had been sent there. Dingwell 
was arrested immediately after. 

Incensed, Dingwell is quoted as 
saying following his arrest: “Why 
don’t you arrest the publisher.” The 
vice crusader told him that was 
just what they wanted. Dingwell 
told them that Risdon was the pub- 
lisher and could be located on a 
lower floor. When Risdon was ar- 
rested they found 85 sets of the 
complained books and 3,500 circulars 
bearing alleged lewd pictures, the 
sleuths averred. 

The prisoners, books and circulars 
were taken to the West 47th street 
station house. The defendants got 
bail. Wittenberg told reporters that 
Dingwell stated he bought the books 
from Risdon for $10 a set and sold 
them for $20. 

When a young woman read of the 
books in an advertisement, she sent 
for a circular. Her father came 
across the circular with the peppery 
pictures and he sent them to Mr. 
Sumner. Defendants received an 
adjoinment until August 13. They 
entered pleas of not guilty. 


Ma- 


Chelsea Exchange Bank adver- 
tises free folding pocket camera for 
all new accounts over $6 to start. 


Holing In 


Hollywood, July 29. 

An actor returning to Hol- 
lywood after three months 
claims miniature golf courses 
have been built all around his 
house, 

“I had to play 13 holes to 
get into my kitchen,” he said. 


VIGOROUS RAID 
GAMBLERS 


Sleuths attached to the staffs of 
Chief Inspector John O’Brien (Head- 
quarters), Deputy Chief Inspector 
James S. Bolan and Paddy McCor- 
mick, “Czar” of the bluecoats of 
Mazda Lane, are hot after “bookies.” 

Since Chief Magistrate Joseph E. 
Corrigan put the skids under a 
number of Magistrates’ Court 
Clerks, the coppers were given or- 
ders to enhance their batting aver- 
ages. Heretofore the “magic” form 
of complaint bearing no facts and 
informing the Court that there was 
a lack of facts (in the clerk’s mind) 
has been done away with. 

Chief Magistrate Corrigan in- 
structed the clerks to put all facts 
in the complaint and let the Magis- 
trate decide without drafting an 
O-14 (the previous form). 

During the week at West Side 
Court, many defendants were ar- 
raigned on the charge of posseessing 
gambling machines, “policy games” 
and other offenses within the scope 


of the Inspector’s men, They had 
complained that they got poor 
breaks from the clerks. Hence the 


wholesale transfers. 

“Conversation” which was an im- 
portant fact in bookmaking com- 
plaints and which seemed to be al- 
ways missing, are now appearing 
and being testified to by detectives. 
Heretofore it was impossible to con- 
vict unless “conversation” was 
heard, Corrigan has put fear into 
the cops and clerks, 

One big raid of the week was the 
arrest of Charles Shaw, 35, clerk, 
of 261 West 51st street and William 
Hayes, 32, clerk, of 242 West 49th 
street. Both were arrested during 
a raid by detectives Wittenberg and 
Benjamin of O’Brien’s office. The 
defendants are said to have politi- 
cal influence. 


The cops descended upon. the 
pair at 42 West 60th street. They 
seized several telephones, racing 


sheets, charts and other alleged 
gambling paraphernalia. 

The raid was witnessed by com- 
municants in the Paulists’ Fathers 
Church, 60th street and Columbus 
avenue. A wife whose erring hus- 
band has been giving the bookies 
his salary was the cause of the 
raid. 


What Chi Goes For 


Chicago, July 29. 

Astrology fortune telling joints 
are popping up along Michigan av- 
enue, 

All are getting a terrific play. 
Fad started with the opening of 
the Adler Planetarium on the lake 
front in Grant Park a few weeks 
ago. Star peeking house is now 
drawing 3,000 a day, with about 
half the number, as soon as they 
hit the boulevard again, hot-footing 
it to the star mitt readers, who are 
charging from $1 to $10 for con- 
necting up the stars the folks saw, 
with their destiny. 

Play has become so strong local 
picture house chain is working des- 
perately on a plan to bring some of 
the star gazers into the lobbies of 
their nearby houses, where it is 
planned to spot star teller. 


Inaccurate Biographies 


Jack Oakie 


By Claude Binyon 


Paris—Right Now! 


By 0. M. SAMUEL 


Paris, July 12. 


Boulevards are alive with sand- 
wich men advertising ““Maya” as the 
“most banned play.” It is at the 
Studio theatre, on the Champs, al- 
most: but not quite a roof playhouse 
of the midget type. Program con- 
tains references to its being stopped 
in New York and elsewhere. Biz 
not so good. 


Folies show is all claimed for jt. 
Best the theatre has had to date. 
Speed and novelty. 


The Kelcey Allens celebrated their 
26th wedding anniversay in Paris. 
They sail for New York July 30 on 
the “De Grasse.” In Europe since 
May. 


Bastille Day celebrated here as 
never before. Very colorful in the 
parades were some of France's Afri- 
can troops. Peasants usurped .the 
streets at night for dancing, with a 
hot orchestra every few feet. 


Citroen is showing an auto ef the 
electric type. Runs 15 miles with- 
out being recharged and costs $89. 


Hotels not so crowded this sum- 
mer. Several restaurants complain- 
ing about business, and theatres 
look to be about 25% below usual 
grosses. Not as many houses open, 
either. 


Very much American is_ the 
French lad walking up and down in 
front of the Paramount box office 
yelling, “Plenty seats on the inside,” 
in French. 


Making the rounés of the theatres 
is the ruler of Tunis. Resplendent 
in imperial robes. No sooner than 
he bows in orchestras begin playing 
the national anthem. Rising tc do 
him honor is not such a task be- 
cause of the flap-back seats, 


Several cabarets inviting visitors 
to their places by mail. Not a bad 
advertising idea, some implying vul- 
garity openly in their missives. Most 
goofy Americans come here looking 
for ‘“‘a shock.” 


Pari-mutuel prices at the race 
courses here are much better than 
in the States. Player has something 
of a chance. 


Stolen Clothes Leave 
Owners Much Annoyed 


Apparently thoroughly familiar 


with the physical lay-out of Vincent 
Balletta’s tailoring establishment on 
the first floor of 1625 Broadway, 


burglars broke in over the week- 
end and made away with $12,000 
worth of finished men’s clothing. It 
left many a theatrical patron, in- 
cluding many actors awaiting new 
wardrobe, in the lurch. 

Balletta’s is chiefly a theatrically 
patronized men’s tailor. While cov- 
ered by insurance the inconvenience 
to his customers is not insurable. 
Two years ago he was similarly 
burgled at which time he took out 
insurance, 


Chis Answer | 


New York is bigger, but Chicago more fun in life because: 
There’s never been a subway explosion. 

People talk about somebody besides “I’ and “Myself.” 
Neighbors are sometimes friends. 


Gunmen talk and then shoot. 


The mayor never makes speeches. 
Broadway is only a street car line. 
Times Square is just a gag name for a newspaper plant. 


Nobody ever goes to Joisey. 


Policemen are not handsome, but know the ropes. 

*There was a newspaperman named Lingle. 

There is no “Little Church Around the Corner.” 

Anybody can be guest of honor at a banquet and drag down a $25,000 


“purse.” 
Pedestrains can walk both ways. 


Picture stars only stop over but never stay. 


Everybody is broke. 


Chicago, July 29. 


Hollywood, July 26. 

In Sedalia, Mo. where Jack 
(Sweatshirt) Oakie was born, the 
natives still remember him as “that 
open nosed Oakie boy.” They re- 
cite the words slowly, fondly, as one 
caresses the butt of a pistol. 

Down at the livery stable where 
Oakie used to go to have his hair 
shampooed with sheep dip, there is 
a photograph of the kid clipped from 
a fan magazine. It is fastened to 
the wall with unnecessarily large 
horseshoe nails, and there is a bullet 
hole through its nose. Below the 
picture someone has painted: “Sticks 
and stones will break his bones, so 
why call him names?” 

It is not that Oakie is disliked in 
Sedalia. It is simply a tribute to 
one swell wisecracker. 

Once the town loafer twitted Oakie 
publicly about his freckles. “You 
look like a speckled hen,” he said. 

“You cackle like one,” retorted 
Oakie. There was genera] laughter. 
“And another thing,” continued 
Oakie, “these freckles are simply 
rust from my iron will.” There was 
general. silence. 

“l mean it,” said Oakie. “I'll get 
places, I will.” The silence became 
almost painful. Oakie scuffed his 
toe in the dirt, and the circle of on- 
lookers dribbled away quietly. 


“You Sedalia hill-billies!” he 
choked. “Just watch me!” The 
Sedalia hill-billies turned and 


watched him as he hopped a freight 
for New York. 
Other Good Men 


“That guy,’ muttered a native 
named Otho, “sure loves himself! 

“It isn’t love,” 
Oakie’s chums. “It’s simply high 
regard. Napoleon and Julius Caesar 
were that way.” 

In New York Oakie tried high- 
s.-hool for a while, but found he was 
way ahead of the books. One day 
between classes he entered the prin- 
cipal’s office and selected a comfort- 
able chair. “I’m a student here,” 
he said to the principal, pocketing a 
cigar. “I want to know just what 
you have in mind for the future. 
I’m ahead of your school on in- 
telligence and it looks like the school 
never will catch up. How about 
letting me take the final examina- 
tion now?” 

“Certainly,” satrd principal. 
“What is the difference between 
your face and a hole in the ground?” 

“That’s an old one,” laughed 
Oakie. “I'll say I don’t know and 
you'll say: Ho! Oakie doesn’t know 
the difference between his face and 
a Kole in the ground!” 

“Well, go through with it,” sug- 
gested the principal. 

“Okay,” Oakie grinned. He re- 
cited, mockingly: “I don’t know the 
difference between my face and a 
hole in the ground.” 

“Nor do I,” confessed the prin- 
cipal, arising and shoving Oakie 
through the door. 

“Did I pass?” asked Oakie. 

“Right out,” said the principal. 

Two Notes 

The next day Oakie got a job as 
clerk in a Wall Street brokerage of- 
fice. He got the job by forging a 
note of introduction from a Park 
avenue bootlegger, and lost the job 
by sending a genuine note to the of- 
fice saying he was spending the day 
at the beach. 

May Leslie, who dabbled in the- 
atricals just for the love of it, gave 
Oakie his first break. The kid was 
a chorus boy then, not certain how 
he had become one and quite 
worried as to how he could quit be- 
ing one. The entire problem was 
solved when Oakie was fired for out- 
talking the principals, and Miss 
Leslie shoved kim into vaudeville. 

The next thing Oakie knew he 
was in pictures, at $125 a week. 
When he clicked later, still in a 
daze, his salary continued to be $125 
a week, although his manage 
looking speculatively at 
Royces. 

“This picture business is funny,” 
mused Oakie. “The higher you go 
the same you are.” He went to see 
a lawyer and his salary jumped. 

Oakie is unaffected by success. 
He ambles around Hollywood in a 
sweatshirt when everybody else is 
attired formally. This makes him 
what picture people call incon- 
spicuous. 

“I attribute my success,” Says 
Oakie, “to not realizing that lama 
success.” 

That's 
logic. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 30, 1930 


Broadway Chatter 


TIMES SQUARE 


Lina Abarbanell with Jed Harris 
for a forthcoming production. 

Bobby Higgins accompanied 
Charles King to Europe. 

Bert Fitzgibbons around. May do 
an act with his daughter. 

Friars losing weight by taking the 
sun on club house roof, 

North German Lloyd follows up 
its passenger list with form letters 
of thanks for patronage. 

Arline de Haas and Katherine 
Zimmerman have returned from a 
ten-month world cruise. 

William Anthony Maguire has a 
cottage at Skowhegan, Me., for the 
summer. 

Al Lydell and Carlton Macy go 
with the new Aarons and Freedley 
musical. 

D, A. Doran left. Columbia for the 
scenario staff of Paramount at 
Astoria. 

John Peter Toohey, gen, p.a, for 
Brady & Wimans, retires next 
month to join the Paramount writing 
staff on Long Island. : 

T. C. Bonneville, former manager 
of Poli’s, Washington, is slated to 
succeed the late John Reynolds for 
the Shuberts at Pittsburgh. ; 

‘G.. Horace Mortimer is on an 
abandoned'!farm in New Jersey, 
putting the finishing touches on an 
80,000-word novel. .,,,, 

Jimmy .Duffy, formerly ,of Duffy 
and Sweeney, is around , Times. 
Square again. In a sanitorium for 
a while. | 

The judgment against Belle Baker 
Settle, known as Belle Baker, is 
not against Belle Baker (Mrs. 
Maurice Abrahams), the comedienne. 

Joe Fine, Fox layout man, has 
been admitted to the Tom Thumb 
hole-in-one club in Long Beach. 
Ability, says Joe, not luck. _ 

Stella Unger, femme songwriter 
and. a looker, has had another song 
pagepted by DeSylvia, Brown & 

enderson. 

Paul Yawitz, ex-Neq@ Wayburn p. 
a., and Lee Posner, “Harlemia” 
publicist, merged at “Variety’s” 
front door and will do press work 
jointly. 

The honorars committee for the 
Harry Hershfield dinner Oct. 11 at 
the Commodore guarantees an at- 
tendance by itself. About 250 names 
listed. Price p. p. 10 berries. 

What this country needs is not a 
crooner killer or an air-cooled phone 
booth but more grandmothers such 
as ‘Beryl Mercer is in “Dumbbells 
in Ermine.” 

Dr. J. Behrnstein, house physician 
for several Chicago legitimate thea- 


_| John C. Flinn has rented his farm 


tres, is in New York on a visit look- 
ing over some. of his old patients, 
but not overlooking much else. 

! Drug store in Times. Square sells 
California Padres’ wine tonic where- 
in alcoholic content is not over 22 
per centum—this very prominent on 
the label. 

Mrs. Leo Feist is being deluged 
with “touch” mail since the publi- 
cation of her husband's will and an- 
nouncement of its $100,000 charities’ 
fund, 

For the first time in three years, 
Elmer Rogers, manager of the 
Palace, New York, is taking a two 
weeks’ vacation.. He’s motoring to 
Canada and back. 

Mark Hellinger: finished his six 
weeks of acting for Loew’s' within: 
Greater New York at $1,500 weekly. 
Mark and Loew’s both liked. it. 
He'll probably try vaude ‘again, at 
more money, in the fall. 

Al Trahan has an $800 Ford road- 
ster and wants to race any machine 
for a quarter: of a» mile from a 
standing |.start. .Trahan says his 
gar will do '72 but he doesn't know 
how to operate a stop watch. 

Paul Whiteman’s gang went to 
Saratoga by. motor, but Paul had 
to buy 10 R.R. tickets just the same 
for the baggage car, with gratis 
transportation thus extended to 
those of his friends who wanted to 
deadhead their way up. 


in Connecticut, also his .house in 
Yonkers. Mrs. Flinn is at a hotel 
for a few days while getting ready 
to join her husband in Hollywood,. 
where he is making shorts for 
Pathe. 

One of the better patronized nite 
ciups along Broadway had not, a 
single table taken the other even- 
ing, between one and three. 

Rogers Davis will.be in the new 
Billy Rose revue, starring Fannie 
Brice. 

Chateau Madrid now Schmidt's 
Brau-Haus with those two Dutch- 
men, the Schwartz Bros. (Louis and 
Arkie), at the helm. Opened last 
week. Usual Tyrolean trimmings 
and no couvert. Lou’s recovered 
from his illness. 

Alpha Norwood (Norwood and 
Hall) left her horse without notice 
Saturday in Freeport. Claimed to 
be the prettiest prattfall ever made. 

Dora Maughn had a_ special 
clothes mat yesterday at the Palace. 
All fashion writers invited. Dora 
did her own modeling. 

A flash from the Bond building’s 
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NEW YORK 
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EARL CARROLL VANITIES 


EIGHTH EDITION ALL NEW 
66 Glittering Scenes—i,000 Laughs 
Herb WILLIAMS—Jimmy SAVO—Jack BENNY 
A Cast of 150 and the 
Most Beautiful Girls in the World 
462 Good Balcony Seats at $1,00 
NEW AMSTERDAM THEA., W. 42d St. 
Nightly and Popular Mats. WED, and SAT. 


The Theatre Guild Presents 
THE NEW ee 


Garrick Gaities 
Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.00 


GUILD THEATRE 


52ND.ST. W. OF B’WAY 


Eves. 8:30,. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30 


llth MONTH 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Comedy Hit by Preston Sturoes 
with TULLIO CARMINATI 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 
This Attraction Never at Cut Rates 


AVON THEATRE. West 45th Street. 


Eves.8:50 Mats.Thurs.& Sat.2:30 
(Theatre Cooled by Iced Air) 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


with A, E. Matthews 
and Lawrence Grossmith 


PLAYHOUS 48th St., E. of B'way. Eves. 


8:50. Mts. Wed. & Sat., 2:30 


‘SINS OF THE CHILDREN’ 


Also “THE LAUREL 
HARDY MURDER CASE” 
Stage Show—Undersea Ballet 

Orchestra 


CooL 


B’/WAY 
51st ST. 


50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 


| R O X Y of S. L. Rothafel (ROXY) 
O Underworld Drama That Is 
Xx GOOD INTENTIONS 
PATRICIA BOWMAN, Ballet Corps 
“WAGNERIANA,” Roxy Symphony 
HARRY RICHMAN 
DORA: MAUGHAN 


with EDMUND. LOWE 
Roxyettes Midnight Pictures 
BENNY RUBIN 


A Program of Stars—DAVID W. GUION 
RKO—Always a Good Show 


Male Chotus—RAYMOND KNIGH 
BWAY6 
PALACE 
00 


Wednesday to Friday, July 30-Aug. 1 
JACK: HOLT 
in “HELL’S ISLAND” 
with RALPH GRAVES 


Verselle Sisters 
and 5 Other RKO Acts 


BEST 


Wednesday to Friday, July 30-Aug. 1 
JACK HOLT 
in “HELL’S ISLAND” 
with RALPH GRAVES 
Lester Allen & Nellic Breen 


One of the theatre moguls who 
lately died had paid the editor of 
a Times Square weekly $22,400 last 
year, on his personal account. Pay- 
ment was not made for advertising 
but personal puffs, The paper kept 
telling. what a great person the 
mogul was. But the mogul appar- 
ently did not know that the pape: 


R-K-0 NEAR | 


‘mack .up,,to, date and produce 


DON’T SEEK “LIFTS” 


Hostess Sent Home for That and 
Being Fresh to Cop 


Seeking “lifts” and “sassin’” a 
cop causéd Key Fay, 21, hostess, of 
785 Southern boulevard, the Bronx, 
to be sent home tod Winston-Salem, 
N. C.' Kay has been in this city 
with her sister, Margaret, 19. 

Magistrate Adolph Stern directed 
that a woman probation officer in- 
vestigate the habits of Miss Fay. 
Her report being good, the Court 
decided that if Kay returned to 
Salem there: would be no action 
taken by the New York authorities. 
Kay consented to return home. 

Patrolman Joseph Tempone of the 
West 100th street station noticed 
Kay approach several motorists and 
speak to them. After stopping the 


‘third autoist, Tempone who. was 
‘at’ 119th street-: and Columbus 


avenue, sought an explanation from 
“Listen here, Little Boy Blue. I 
don’t have to account to: you what 
I am doing here,” opined Kay. 


Sun tan is out.’ 
Polly Moran Looped for two days. 
Overcoat sales everywhere and the 
temperature 100. 

Frank Bering only known hotel 
manager playing professional polo. 


, Some 900,000 bathers ' at 
beaches ‘the last frying Sunday.. 


>| Dog catchers were given. official 


tests last. week. 

' Sammy Mandell around the Loop 
telling the boys how it happened. 
Agent M. J. Landau sporting a 
robin’s egg blue polo shirt. 

Some ‘10,000 mothers. got together 
to stop their kids from tree sitting. 
Captive balloon a rage at White 
City. 

Mixed babies have crowded Lingle 
case off the front pages. 

Dry ice deliveries, and its smoke, 
get a big play from the Loop 
lookers. 

Joe Saltis, veer baron, announces 
he’s going to send his son to col- 
lege. i 
Handlets, a bracelet sprawled 
over the back of the hand, ‘latest 
for Boul Mich wear. 

Clyde Eckhardt, Fox exchange 
manager, at his desk daily’ before 
9 a. m. 
Layoff center gradually moving 
from the Woods to the Butler build- 
ing. 

Femmes are now walking up and 


torboat rides instead of autos. : 
Collegiate club reported holding 
the bag for $300,000 on an option 
for the site of the La Salle theatre. 

Benny Meroff dropped seven 
pounds in four days in a hoofing 
m.c,'turn at the Oriental. 

Max ‘Richard canceled. the order 


as the boy is growing. 
‘|! Bum’s Row slowly moving off 
West Madison and down Canal 
street, an 

Stem restaurants in a slump, but 
the white front beaneries not com- 
plaining. 


spot where two lads are trying to 
set an endurance tree-sitting record. 
Town is burning because rack; 
éteers stole, $80,000 worth of rum 
from the stockyards, intended for’ 
Phil Davis, the divorce atty., who 
dabbles in, theatricals, says he may 
bring “The Racket,” by .Bart. Cor- 


himself. 

| Evanston is to Chi what Boston 
is to the world. So the cops 
slapped.a $5 fine:on a femme for 
sticking an undressed arm and 
shoulder out of the car at the 
beach, 


NEW ACTS 


The Curtiss-Wright Flying Band 
with Bill Truesdale and 10 regis- 
tered student pilots, has been given 
local dates by the R-K-O office, 
the break in starting July 26 at 
the Fordham, New York. Henry 
Jay Cobbs handling the turn is 
framing tieups. 

Sidney Marion, Katherine Irwin, 
Ruth Sennott, Billy Gibson and 
Harmony Duo engaged for “Odds 
and Ends” (George Choos). 


ILL AND INJURED 


William F. Canavan, I. A. pres- 


omplete rest away from business. 


has less than 2,000 readers. 


ide was pretty sick for a time, 


| Wart-less pickle advertised in eat 

|, Lucky boys, working the lake ex- 
.cursion boats, report pickings ee 
ther’ | 
Space angle. 


‘States, . 


down’ the Lake shore catching. mo-.|: 


for an Austin for his son, Harvey, |: 


| Busses now stop at a northside] 


ident, noticeably, improved over a. 


Chatter in London 


Tom. Handley, radio headliner, 
still doing the same old: sketches. 
Filmland’s up-river dive folded 
almost before it opened. 
Robot traffic regulators for Lon- 
don. Getting just like Broadway. 


Personality contest winners flit 
around studios and put “it” over, 
Police winning war against the 
drug runners. 
Harry Lauder 
Costs nothing. 
Clarence Brown on his way over. 
Never been to England. 
There is a Balalaika boom in 
town again. People like the twang. 
Emile Littler over here. again. 
Looking for plays, etc. 
‘Carlyle Blackwell's pash, speed- 
boats. 
Reginald ogwell starting his own 
talker unit. 
Conway ‘Tearle back after 17 
years, i 
, John Ringling dithering round at 
art sales.’ 
Fred: Karno: says Chaplin’s just a 
great big boy. 
‘Jimmy Bryson fraternizing with 
Lord Rothermere. 
| Unemployment figures here read 
like a newspapers’ sales certificate. 
p and up and up. 


; Latest discase found to be com- 
mon to speed “kings.” ‘Internal 
bruising. 
Bathing suits more gorgeous than 
ever. Hyde Park bathing reforms; 
too much this and that on view. 
American ‘here discovered new 
Says British girls are 


kissing brides. 


shy. 

Leslie Banks, returned from the 
is full of enthusiasm for 
things generally and Leslie Banks. 
Hitcheock’s latest, adaptation of 
“Enter Sir John,” has been retitled 
“Who Killed Edna Druce?” 

Hugh Findlay, Gaumont_ space 
racketeer, developed an auto com- 


plex. 
Sewell Collins shooting around 
jewelers’ stores in Bond. street. 


But only with a camera. 

Sydney Howard and Leslie Hen- 
son fraternizing. Repertory come- 
dies in the air. 

No one’s heard of the El Siboney 
this side. Newest dance the tango— 
revival. bist 
Kit Cat restaurant is now ‘unoffi- 
cially regarded the’ American 
capital of! Britain, 

The American rubbernecks are 
doing the'university towns; now the 
collegians ‘are on vacation) 


A Blue Hungarian band is 
ing organized to bring back the 
Strauss melodies to cabaret. 

Jean Barry and Dave FitzGibbon 
back from the States; like the cli- 
mate, etc. 

Jack Powell happy about arrival 
of family. Jokes about staying here 
with salary cut. 

Thought of television from local 
aerials here adds another terror to 
the jaded radio fan. 


George Zucco, who appeared in 
“Journey's End,” London version, 
married to Frances Hawke. 


Thirty broken society engage. 
ments this year already; the new 
fashion to get publicity both ways, 

With Anthony Asquith in pro- 
duction, Welwyn is drawing the 
same old crowd of ritzy rubbernecks, 

Sara Allgood has almost made a 
b. 0. proposition of the diminutive 
Grafton—almost, 

McQueen Pope’s found a new 
racket. Hears from guys willing to 


read the plays he has submitted—: 


at a fee. 

West End cloak-room attendant 
says he’s checked in three hats in 
three months. Folks put everything 
under the seat. 

One or two of the smaller Brit- 
ish units have fallen back on the 
old horse race meller theme for 
their subjects, 

Southern Railway making a film. 
If it’s lik its suburban service, 
it ought to be a long while before 
finished. 

Brisson, writing his life (love) 
story in a Sunday sheet, refers to 
himself as “Brisson.” Gives the 
big touch, the poor boob. 

Latest effort to make London 
brighter is the green dinner jacket, 
which suits billiard players down to 
the waist. 

Eddie Grossbart (American) and 
Ambassadors-Club band are the at- 
tractions at the Plaza restaurant, 
Dublin, for horse show week, Aug. 4, 

Dolly’s, new snack bar in Ger- 
rard street, making a play for the 
uptown legmén by handing out free 
grub. Publicity pays, etc. 

When Jack Smith opens at Palla- 
dium in August amplifiers will be 
used to magnify the tenor’s whis- 
pers. 

Eddie Wharey, for 17 years Scott's 
partner in the colored team of Scott 
and Whaley, has teamed up with 
Jimmy Ferguson. 

With Sir Gordon Craig suddenly 
back on the film map, his secretary 


(Continued on page 83) 


THE SQUARE 


is almost racketless. 


of the lawyer's gesture. 


time attorney was talking, up and 


six women, nicked for 300 bucks. 


for $50 each. 


$7,000,000 annually. 


there should be such a depression. 
dashers and clothiers wait. 
such a depression as now. 
They've tried everything. 
One w. k. haberdashery shop in 


$1.39. 


Dwindling Rackets on Broadway 


No money, no suckers, and so for the first time in a long time Broadway 
Gone are the inquisition and other art picture 
places which promised so much via portraits for two bits. 
that have disappeared the sex lecture racket, the 
racket and the shoe string realty selling racket. 
trimming rackets have been forced to fold up with the’ rest. 


Along with 
“for men only”? film 
Other minor sucker 


Small Time Lawyer Just a Mugg 

A smart, upstate country, club, 
for men and the other 
the sexes in card games. and.all other forms of amusement, was the 
scene of a social faux pas which has placed one Broadway ‘lawyer in 
contempt among his social acquaintances. 
| This golf club to which quite a few of the more prominent showmen 
belong was the scene of a card game known as “Russian banker” (form 
of baccarat) which caused the lawyer to give six women $50 each to play. 
The six, all’ wives and presént with their husbands, fell in with the spirit 
ye The arrangement called for an equal split of 
the’ profits, if any, but no liability should any lose her $50. 

It worked out that way for the rest of the evening. 
day word came back to the husbands of these six women that the small- 


and for its practice of splitting up 


The following 


down Times Square about how he 


had gotten stewed the night before and was taken advantage of by the 

, What made it bad was that he men- 

tioned the women by name, all of whom of course are highly regarded. 
The husbands got together and mailed certified checks to the attorney 


Anyway, the mob has his number from now. But it coincides with 
the general opinion of this particular theatrical Blackstone. 


The Empire State building, rising on the site of the old Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel, will have 65 elevators and there will be a pedestrian 
tunnel from the Penn railroad station. 
tension of the underground walk that now ends‘at the Gimbel store. 
Former Governor Al Smith heads the building corporation. 

The rents from the tower section of the Empire alone will bring in 


That will probably be an ex- 


T.. S. Haberdashers’ Squawk 
The Broadway merchants are cryin’ the blues. 
where hundreds of thousands pass daily, they can’t understand why 


Situated on a street 


Especially do the Broadway haber- 


According to them there has never been 
Nothing can boost sales to any extent either. 


desperation reduced a choice lot of 


shirts from $3 to $1.55 and when this didn’t help they went down to 
Still they couldn’t, make the quick turnover expected and when 
asked how the sale was going, the manager replied: 
a charity cup on the body of a dead person.” 


“It’s like putting 


a 
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Federal Men Drank Up 
Evidence in Speak, So 
Court Dismissed Case 


Although District Attorney Crain 
has repeatedly offered co-operation 
to the Prohobition authorities in the 
prosecution of alleged speakeasies 
under the local nuisance law, the 
chances are the agents will get lit- 
tle help or aid from the Courts. 
This was shown when the Justices 
of Special Sessions dismissed a case 
against a defendant when the ar- 
resting agents failed to produce as 
evidence liquor found the 
“speak.” The officers admitted they 
bad drunk the evidence. 

The decision is a blow to the pro- 
hibition forces and will mean the 
federal people will have to continue 
to prosecute on straight liquor vio- 
lations. 

The case dismissed was that of 
William Myers, who ran a place at 
230 West 48th street. A prohibition 
agent named Newman was served 
by a waiter, Bert Roberst. The lat- 
ter and Myers were immediately ar- 
rested by the agent for maintaining 
a nuisance. 

Roberst was tried in Special Ses- 
gions June 25. Newman testified he 
had had seven drinks of intoxicat- 
ing liquor. On that testimony and 
partly because Roberst did not take 
the stand to enter a denial the 
waiter was convicted and sentenced 
to a month in the Workhouse. The 
gentence was suspended pending 
good behavior. 

When the case of Myers was 
called, Newman repeated his testi- 
mony, but Myers took the stand and 
entered a general denial. He swore 
he sold nothing but ginger ale. 

“Did you take any samples of this 
liquor you say was served you?” 
asked Justice Healy of the prohi- 
bition agent. 

“IT did not. Nobody instructed me 
to take it,” was the reply. 

After a short conference Justices 
Solomon, Healy and Gresser dis- 
missed the charge. 


MUSICIAN VICTIMIZED, 
‘DICKS’ NAB ‘SHAKER’ 


Edwin D. McArthur, musician, 138 
West 58th street, appeared in West 
Side Court to prosecute George 
Burke, 19, good-looking blond steve- 
dore, of the Uncle Sam’s Hotel on 
the Bowery, who was arraigned on 
the charge of posing as a cop and 
trying to “shake” McArthur. 

McArthur had given Burke a 
valuable wrist watch and promised 
him $300 more if Burke would “free” 
him. When Burke returned for the 
$300, Detectives O’Shaughnessy and 
Krantz was waiting nearby. As 
goon as McArthur handed Burke a 
supposedly stout roll of $300 con- 
taining newspaper with one dollar 
bill as a wrapper, the cops stepped 
from their hiding place at 5th ave- 
Hue and 59th street and arrested 
Burke. 

McArthur stated that he was in 
the washroom of the B. M. T. at 59th 
street and Fifth avenue when Burke 
displayed a police shield and threat- 
ened to arrest the musician. When 
McArthur gave up his wrist watch, 
Burke demanded money. McArther 
made the date for the next day and 
the coppers “bagged” the stevedore. 

Burke was charged with extortion. 
Burke's police record showed he did 
six months in the workhouse. He 
Was held without bail. McArthur 
got his wrist watch back. 


Dodgers Big ’30 Profits 


The possibilities of profit earning 
via a big league baseball team are 
Perhaps best exemplified by the 
Brooklyn club. The way the team 
is going along now, leading the 
National League, it will make $700,- 

this season. Last season it net- 
ted $400,000 which is plenty. 

The Brooklyn ball plant as a 
realty property is valued at $2,000,- 
600 that much having been offered. 
The profit therefore this season will 

more than 33%. Ownership lies 
two families, the Ebbetts and 
McKeever people. The Brooklyn 
stands and bleachers accommodate 
25,000, small in comparison to most 
parks. Thousands of 
ave been turned away at 

many important games. 


R-K-O Fall Tourney 
Arrangements are being made for 
the fall golf tourney of the R-K-O 
ere Sept. 11-12, at Glen Oaks, 
-_" Neck, L. I., with $15 entrance 
Harvey L. Watkins is acting as 

secretary of the committee. 


R-K-O Invites Warners 
Nine to Picnic Defeat 


Warner Bros. lost their seventh 
straight game in the baseball league 
Saturday (26), going down to de- 
feat at the hands of R-K-O in a 
game played in connection with R- 
K-O’s annual picnic at Indian Point 
on the Hudson. Score was 12 to 2. 
with that giving R-K-O standing of 
four won and three lost, as against 
Fox’s eight won and none lost for 
the lead. Fox trimmed Columbia 
Saturday by a score of 6 to 4 


The R-K-O team was the guests 
of WB at their recent outing, with 
R-K-O returning the hospitality to 
WB for their picnic and, through 
besting WB both times, R-K-O won 
the two cups presented. The Hiram 
Brown cup was at stake in connec- 
tion with R-K-O’s picnic. 

Approximately 300 R-K-O em- 
ployees and guests went on the Sat- 
urday outing up the Hudson on the 
Chauncey M. Depew of the Hudson 
River Day Line. 

Games and winners were: 50-yard 
dash for women over 120 pounds, 
Mrs. M. Garvey; same dash for 
women under 120, Anne Ottman; 
100-yard dash for men under 120, T. 
McNamara; 100-yard dash for men, 
open, L. Bohnlofink. 


London Chatter 


(Continued from page 82) 


finds he’s out of town again to the 
newspapers. 

“Knowing Men,” Elinor Glyn film 
over which there had. been a law 
suit, opened the Regal Saturday 
and flopped out Monday. Audience 
did more razzing than the critics. 

Chez Oncle is the latest cabaret 
in town. Gets all the stage celebs 
to supper, and gives free shows to 
the rest of the crew by billing ’em 
to strut their stuff. 

More and more obvious here that 
folks would rather pay dough to 
stand in the rain in the hope of 
seeing cricket if the weather clears 
than sit comfortably to see a play. 

Miniature golf rave in the States 
nothing new here. Putting courses 
have been the vogue for ages. 
George Foster has thad an 18-hole 
course going in Cliftonville for five 
years. 

Pigeon in the “On Approval” 
takes, sampled the methylated spirit 
flakes used for property snow. 
Reeled around as tight as a lord. 
Had to retake in case of censor 
trouble. 

Newly opened snack. bar for 
theatricals in Gerrard street has a 
dodge for keeping frails out. No 
price listed for coffee. When the 
counterhand sees ’em dropping in, 
charges 25c a cup. Usual price 8c. 
They pay and tell their buddies to 
give the place the air. 

Two more New York newspaper 
people arrive, Wilella Waldorf of the 
New York “Evening Post” and 
Rose Pelswick of “Evening Jour- 
nal,” both film editors. 

Paul Whiteman may hit London 
for the opening of his “Jazz King” 
(U). Boys have some empty dates 
in the fall; premier will be deferred 
if necessary. 

British talker units who flop on 
their ad accounts with the trade 
papers aren’t sued. Just wiped off. 
Papers know when there’s no dough 
to be obtained, anyway. 


Ball Park Bargain Rush 


Chicago, July 29. 

Free ladies’ day at Cub’s Park 
every Friday has got so strong park 
is now trying to duck the mob of 
17,500 mad femmes. Wants to drop 
the idea, which was started a year 
ago to boost biz, but afraid. 

New ruling now requires the la- 
dies to send for their free ducats 
through the mail, with none given 
out at the gate. All must send 
stamped envelope and have them in 
by Wednesday. Men fans can’t get 
in the park at all on free Fridays, 
account the femmes, with the park 
trying to figure some way to get the 
paying customers through the stiles 
and yet keep the women happy. 


Raiding Slot Machines 


Kingston, N. Y., July 29. 

Catskill Mountain summer resort 
belt has been raided extensively by 
squads of State troopers seeking 
slot machines. About 100 such ma- 
chines have been removed by the 
state constabulary, who destroy 
them and turn the money found in 
the machines (sometimes as high 
as $60) over to the poor fund of 
the respective towns where seizures 
were made. 

The raiding policy will continue 
until the machine situation is clean- 
ed up. 


NAT'L BEAUT CONTEST 
NO WALK BACK HOME 


Galveston, July 29. 

Beauts from seven European 
countries, Cuba, and many parts of 
the U. S., will arrive here latter 
part of this week to compete for 
pulechrttude honors Aug. 2-6. 

Pageant will be on strictly com- 
mercial basis this year. No free 
shows. Stands seating 20,000 have 
been erected around Menard Park, 
where main events will be held. 

“Miss Universe” will be chosen 
Tuesday night, Aug. 5, at city au- 
ditorium. “Miss United States” will 
be picked Monday night, Aug. 4. 

Preparations have proceeded this 
year without church opposition, so 
noticeable in past. 

Girls get a great kick out of 
pageant whether they win or not. 
Offers thrill of appearing in big 
spectacles to stenos and shop girls, 
a moment of dazzling limelight in 
otherwise obscure lives. 

No girl appearing in a Galveston 
beauty pageant ever had to walk 
back home. 


COPY-READER BEATEN, 
PROTECTING NEGRO 


Protesting the ousting of an aged 
Negro from his seat in a -subway 
train, Charles Norman, 26, copy 
reader on the “Bronx Home News,” 
was viciously cuffed and kicked by 
a pair of ex-gobs. They gave their 
names as Samuel Cohen, 22, of 186 
West 102d street, and John Rose, 
24, of 186 West 102d street. 


Cohen is alleged to have struck 
and kicked the newspaperman while 
he was prostrate on the floor of 
the car. Rose is alleged to have 
felled Norman with a blow. The 
assault took place in view of scores 
in the train who lacked courage to 
aid Norman. Norman was treated 
for a nasty laceration over the left 
eye. 

Norman was on his way home, 40 
7th avenue, after he had completed 
his duties. Cohen was apparently 
intoxicated. Rose was assisting 
him home. An aged Negro was be- 
ing dragged from his seat by Cohen 
when Norman protested. In an 
inkling he was felled with a blow 
by Rose, he said. While down, 
Cohen booted and cuffed him. 

Norman sought to defend himself 
but the odds were too great. The 
motorman blew his whistle and at 
96th street Patrolman William A. 
Callahan of the Wakefield station 
took the pair of ex-sailors off the 
train. Dr. Penn of Knickerbocker 
hospital attended Norman. 

Both defendants are recently dis- 
charged U. S. sailors. Cohen works 
for Fanner Manufacturing Com- 
pany, 179 Greene street, he told the 
cop. Magistrate Simpson will hear 
the case. 


Paddy Harmon Dies 


Chicago, July 22. 

Patrick T. (Paddy) Harmon, 53, 
died July 22 in Chicago from in- 
uries received when his car turned 
over on a state highway. His wife, 
Mrs. May Harmon, riding with him, 
was seriously injured. 

Harmon introduced six day bike 
racing to Chicago and at one time 
had a string of dance halls. His 
last effort in the promotion line was 
the Chicago Stadium, which or- 
ganization recently ousted him as 
its active head, although he was 
still on the board of directors when 
he was killed. 


Pro Hockey Stock Issue 


Syracuse, July 29. 

For the first time in New York 
State, money to operate a profes- 
sional hockey club is being raised 
through the sale of stock to the pub- 
lic. 

Syracuse Professional Hockey 
Club, Inc., has been licensed by the 
Secretary of State to float an issue 
of its own preferred stock, $100 par 
value, sever percent cumulative, 
and of common stock, no par value. 


SPORTS PROMOTER KILLED 


Chicago, July 29. 

Patrick T. (Paddy) Harmon, 53, 
died here July 22 from injuries when 
his car overturned. 

Harmon introduced the six-day 
bike races in Chicago, was promi- 
nent in dance-hall operation and 
was one of the promoters of the 
Chicago Stadium. 


Police Trying to Stop 
“Ticket” Selling in N. Y. 


An effort to clean up the lottery 
racket in New York has been begun 
by the police department as the 
result of many complaints received, 
mostly from women victims, by 
District Attorney Crain and Police 
Commissioner Mulrooney. Magis- 
trates before whom the offenders are 
arraigned have been requested to 
set high bail in holding the defend- 
ants for trial. 

The latest arrest of an alleged 
“banker” was made at Reade street 
and Broadway by Policeman George 
Herrlitz, of Inspector McdAuliffe’s 
staff. The man gave his name as 
Alfred E. Keough, 55,.of Queens 
Village, L. I. He had a brief case 
containing about 300 tickets for va- 
rious lottery games and “sweep- 
stakes,” including the Old Reliable 
Triple Action Treasury Policy and 
St. Leger Sweepstakes, put out by 
the Globe Distributors, Ltd., and the 
Hopeful Stakes. 

Assistant District Attorney Mc- 
Auliffe denounced the lottery racket 
when Keough was arraigned in the 
Tombs Court befere Magistrate 
George W. Simpson. 

Keough was held in $2,000 bail for 
trial in Special Sessions after plead- 
ing not guilty. 


B’way Chatter 


(Continued from page 82) 


upper story offices discloses the 
Hotel America’s roof (47th street) 
as a daily open-air and up-in-the- 
air rehearsal place for buck teams. 
Other Broadway office buildings’ 
roofs now let out as a chiseling 
means to overcome rehearsal hall 
rentals, 

Bob Hague, the broker, known to 
Broadway when he married Madame 
Bobe, the couture, manifested his 
habit again on the “Leviathan” by 
taking a party of 16 over with him, 
all expenses paid. Hague does that 
regularly. Billy Gaxton and wife 
are the only’ professionals’ in 
Hague’s party. 

Neal Andrews has a new Fran- 
chini-Isota with 157-inch wheel 
base. And all the trimmings. Now 
his wife, Dorothy Hall, doesn’t know 
whether to go to the coast on her 
promised visit to Marie Saxon, or 
give that car a proper workout, 
She could go to the coast in it if 
Neal knew how to say yes, 

Dave Beehler, R-K-O’s Brooklyn 
division manager, took himself and 
family to the Maine woods last 
week—“to get away from show 
business.” Name of the place is 
Mooselookmeguntic, near Haines 
Landing, plenty far from any show 
business. First thing Dave picked 
up when -far away from show biz 
was a piece of Billy B. Van’s soap. 

Kaybee Brown and Bruce Gal- 
lup’s niece made the hop in a Buick 
from Hollywood to Kane, Pa., in 
eight days, driving from dawn un- 
til sunset, around 15 hours a day. 
Kaybee took her Pom with her and 
must scram right back to the coast 
toot sweet because Pom expects a 
family. The pooch has been trav- 
eling so fast the pups may be born 
whippets, 

Before going west to visit Will 
Rogers, Fred Stone disposed of his 
2,200 acre ranch near New London, 
Connecticut. The day after the 
Stone family arrived in Beverly 
Hills, Stone wired a New York friend 
to put up for sale his Forest Hills, 
L. IL, property and that same day 
his manager, Charles Dillingham, 
received a wired request to post- 
pone for a week the rehearsals of 
“Ripples.” It looks as if Will Rogers 
as sold California to his pal. 

Walter Winchell started on his 
vacation but lost his nerve. After 
two days away from his column, he 
rushed back, to ruin any chance for 
the opposish. Coincidentally or else 
Sid Skolsky started Monday on his 
annual loafing period, leaving the 
world hanging behind and appar- 
ently without thought of his bur- 
den. The other guy, Louis Sobel, 
must stick around, for he may be 
the dramatic ed too of “The 
Graphic” soon or sooner. 

Ann Macdonald, best known as 
Mackey, Eddie Scheuing’s ama- 
nuensis (look that up, Mac!) and a 
looker besides, has a new racket 
at the NBC. She’s banker for 
seven of the booking execs, per- 
sonally making deposits to their 
accounts with the Chatham & 
Phoenix and the bank only knowing 
her and obeying her instructions 
not to permit withdrawals without 
her permission. Idea came from all 
the boys being perpetually broke. 
Now they gotta beg for a week’s 
stalling if they’re to buy extra 
clothes, ete. ] 


FOG BLANKETS NIGHT 
BASEBALL ON COAST 


Los Angeles, July 28. 
Despite a 12,500 crowd at intro- 
duction of night baseball at Wrig- 
ley Field here last week the lamp- 
light sport got away to a bad start 
with both players and fans com- 
plaining. 


Most of the yelps resulted from 
the “unusual” weather here, which 
lays a heavy dew on most every- 
thing everywhere after 9 p. m. 
Dampness was so disadvantageous 
the pitchers had to use a new ball 
after every grounder. Fielders were 
dropping every ball like hot coal. 
The ball was too wet to catch, and 
gloves were in the same condition. 
Nothing is as slimy as wet leather. 
Batting also suffered from the same 
dampness. Boys are wondering what 
will happen when a typical L. A. 
fog comes up. 

Lighting installation also affected 
the outfielders here, with most of the 
boys misjudging distance of high 
balls by around four feet. 


Fans claim that the cold and 
dampness gets under the skin and 
makes the national pastime any- 
thing but popular around 10 p. m. 


The same complaint about wea- 
ther conditions from other towns 
along the coast where the night 
game has been introduced. 


Sacramento, which had the first 
installation, reports good business, 
however. Fogs and dampness there 
aren’t noticeable, as the city is con- 
siderably inland. 


JIMMY ELLIOTT’S BEER 
MACHINE DINNERS 


James W. Elliott, erstwhile pro- 
ducer of “The Gorilla” and “Castles 
in the Air,” but better known as a 
crack high-pressure salesman 
through his “Business Builders” or- 
ganization, was summoned in an 
action for contempt proceedings last 
week. The matter hinged on a 
judgment for $11,000 secured by 
Paul V. Zimmerman on a loan to 


Elliott during the “Builders” exist- 
ence. Elliott, who is now sales man- 
ager for the Peerless Carbonator, a 
device known as the “beer machine,” 
devised for home use, stated the 
Zimmerman matter was really part 
of a family dispute with his father- 
in-law, J. M. Gilbert. 


Gilbert and Zimmerman are also 
concerned with a carbonator or beer 
machine. Elliott was associated in 
his father-in-law’s concern, but says 
he found out that the firm was 
making the machines without the 
permission of a Detroit manufac- 
turer who has the patents. When 
Elliott withdrew from the firm, the 
argument with Gilbert followed. 
Elliott then interested other people 
and was installed as sales manager, 
after securing the rights from the 
Detroit end. 


“World” Investigator 


The New York morning “World” 
sent a reporter to the Peerless of- 
fices, and the man was taken on as 
a saiesman, getting some inside of 
the methods to create enthusiasm 
among the solicitors. Part of El- 
liott’s boosting program was a 
weekly dinner. He arranged with 
the Friars to use the hall on the 
club’s second floor each Monday. 
The club has permitted the hall to 
be used for quasi-private affairs, 
and the Elliott dinners were regard- 
ed as a not unwelcome revenue. 


It was reported that the Federal 
authorities had expressed interest 
over the carbonators because of the 
possihility of their sales being a vio- 
lation of the prohibition act. Spon- 
sors of the machine say there is no 
violation, and are backed by legal 
opinion. 


The apparatus, principally 
posed of two tanks and a valve 
carbonization, can be used for mak- 
ing ginger ale, root beer and other 
carbonized beverages. If an indi- 
vidual puts it to beer-making use, 
the sellers say they are no more re- 
sponsible than a grocer who sells 
limes to a customer who uses them 
to make gin rickeys, 

There are about 500 salesmen in 
the Elliott organization, and the 
manufacturer is said to be away be- 
hind in filling orders. Several per- 
sons in the show business are in- 
terested, and one has the coast ter- 
ritory, with offices there. : 
The other concern is also reported 
doing very well, 
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VARIETY TO THE LADIES 


| The Parisian Front 


By Christine 


Paris, July 20. 

Paris is dull at the moment; 
everybody off to Deauville or Cannes 
or Le Touques or to the cures. Now 
is the time to eithe: take a cure or 
get into smart pyjamas and acquire 
a sunburn on the beaches. 

The real bourgeois Parisians 
stayed in Paris, however, over the 
14th, which is their big Fourth of 
July. The city looked marvelous, 
although the display of fireworks 
was as nothing compared to our 
own Little Italy in America cn a 
saint’s holiday. But the French do 
a lot with lights, and the Place de 
la Concorde with its illuminated 
fountains was simply dazzling, 
while over on the other side of the 
Seine the most ghostly blue-purple 
light threw Napoleon’s tomb into 
the weirdest shadows. 

Cafes, night clubs and theatres 
were absolutely dead that night 
what with the smart Parisian and 
rich American off to the resorts, 
and the. middle-class Frenchmen 
dancing in the street. 


Bastille Day 


July 14 is the one big day in the 
year when the French make real 
whoopee. Nobody does any work 
the day before or the day after, ex- 
cept the musicians and the bar men. 
All the prices go up at every cafe, 
because of the big orchestra that 
blares away right outside on the 
street. There is then general danc- 
ing and jollity on any square inch 
of space you are liable to find on 
the car tracks, in the gutter, on top 
of tables, ete., etc. 

Apropos of this, Arthur Moss, 
erstwhile editor of the Greenwich 
Village “Quill” (some 10 years ago 
before he turned Paris native) and 

ow editor of the “Boulevardier,” 
gave a party to celebrate this Bas- 
tile Day. Going one up on the 
French, he gave it the night of the 
llth, the invitation including a wel- 
come to last as long as you could 
stand on your own feet and behave. 

How the Americans Celcbrated 

Mary McCormic laid off that 
night from the Opera; Dr. Clarence 
Andrews, the author of Chevalier’s 
“Innocents of Paris,” was seen in 
a conversation made terribly earn- 
est by Arthur’s cocktails, with Mina 
Loy the writer. Sam Dashiell from 
the United Press was there with his 
wife, who was the leader of the first 
Tiller girls. There were heaps of 
other notables, but the crowd, the 
cocktails and the numerous rooms 
of the host’s Left Bank apartment 
left even an experienced corres- 
pondent a little dizzy. The party 
broke up some hundreds of night 
clubs away to every one’s profound 
astonishment, and the glorious 14th 
was quietly slept through by some 
Americans, at least. 


Edna Wallace’s Dancing 


Edna Wallace Hopper, who now 
claims 65 years, is returning to 
sroadway in September. Despite 
being in the 60's, she has been 
studying the new dance steps for a 
year, and in the last six weeks 
changed over to Gripp, the famous 
French acrobatic dancer, whom she 
will probably bring with her to 
America to team up for an acro- 
batic number in vaude. Fancy that. 

Watching her work was, if 
slightly gruesome, certainly one of 
the biggest demonstrations of will- 
power anyone could hope to see. 
Of course, in a dim setting, with 
plenty of make-up and soft lights 
and music, her act is bound to be 
a sensation. Gripp is very good, and 
Edna herself is surprisingly steady 
for an old lady. 

It’s all right to call her an old 
lady; in fact she is unique in that 
she means to cash in on that very 
thing, as an a. k. who, being old, yet 
is there with the splits and cart- 
wheels. She says six weeks more 
will absolutely round the act into 
shape. 

Now if only someone trots out 
_— Ward, and if Fannie has 

e grit that Edna Wallace has, 
there will probably be keen compe- 
tition on the question of age. It 
will be the first time in history that 
women add on years instead of tak- 
ing them off for publicity. 

Wouldn't it be fun to see Mis- 
tinguett, Fannie Ward and Edna 
Wallace all doing back bends and 
high kicks at the same time, al- 
though, of course, the perennial 
Mistinguett is a mere child in com- 
parison, 


Fanny’s Expose 


There is a funny story about over 
here in Paris now that could be tied 
up with poor dear Earl Carroll's 


(Continued on page 92) 


(DORA MAUGHAN’S LINES 
STAND OUT-BOTH WAYS 


Audiences hear less of “my pub- 
lic’ and much more of “my pic- 
ture” at any vaudeville show these 
days. Frank and unashamed plug- 
ging such as Chicago never knew. 
The Palace probably the chief ad- 
vertising agency. 

Dora Maughan returns with the 
smartest line of lyrics and fabrics 
seen around these stages in some 
time. Her delivery had no one 
guessing; what words failed to say 
her expression did and her gowns 
raised questions innumerable. Just 


what color was it, that particular 
shade of brown?~ What material, 
with a gloss not satin, rather me- 
talic almost like polished leather? 
If Miss Maughan brought all the 
gowns reported, why no change in 
costume? 

One answer of course that the 
present one is not just a stage cre- 
ation; it tales plenty of time to 
get in and out of this one that fitted 
as though moldé@ and on a perfect 
model. Its partial bolero broke the 
line at the back, circular insets 
brought the skirt to a modified train 
at one side, front straight but for 
a slight godet at one side; jeweled 
pin to ane side of the irregular 
neckline and a diamond bracelet the 
only ornamentation but for its own 
beautiful lines, Intricately cut 
jacket lined with lace, slippers sim- 
ilar. But with all this smartness 
a crepe and ‘ace kerchief dangling 
from her hand. Has Paris nothing 
to offer newer than that? Miss 
Maughan’s is a charming person- 
ality. 

Dorothy Dixon spares. neither 
head nor heels in her strenuous ec- 
centric dancing, performing stunts 
that always rather worry women 
in the audience. They always fear 
the dancers are doing themselves 
great harm. 

Melody Parade is set in silver 
and black with rather striking re- 
sults which add to the effectiveness 
of its golden voiced troupe, 


Old Songs and Freakish 
: Outfits at the State 


State lobby is doing its best to be 
a broker’s office as atmosphere for 
that Moran-Dressler panic, “Caught 
Short.” Stock ticker and tall bas- 
kets full of tape enough to make 
some people remember nervously. 

With the air full of new songs, 
Dixie Hamilton should know enough 
to get some. Her present repertoire 
is inexcusable. Her white organdy 
frock of three circular tiers and 
blue sash looked cool and girlish. 

The pianist-soprano with Jean 
Rankin’s Blue Belles rates an entire 
solo and the girls rate new cos- 
tumes, too, if for no other reason 
than to get rid of those ugly yellow 
bows splashed over the hip on the 
present frocks. 

Miss Vestoff, Ben Blue’s fast- 
stepping accomplice, was most at- 
tractive in her black satin costume 
with large pearl buttons on the sides 
of the shorts, bishop sleeves and 
triple organdy collar. 


Widow Weds Chauffeur 


Watertown, N. Y., July 29. 

Mrs. Pauline Sears Empsall, 
widow of the late Frank Empsall, 
who amassed a fortune in the the- 
atre field, the paper manufacturing 
industry and the department store 
business, was married here Satur- 
day to Howard Marshall Hall, who 
had been chauffeur for the Empsall 
family for three years. 

Hall gave his age as 32 when ap- 
plying for a license. Mrs. Empsall 
is 33. She was married to the 
wealthy New Yorker in 1919 and by 
him had a son and a daughter, 

Empsall died in 1929. He left an 
estate of $2,166,503. By his will he 
left his widow $500,000 outright and 
the Empsall mansion, 


Rudy, a Town Ballyhoo? 


According to the Newsreel show- 
ing his welcome to his home town, 
Westport, Me. now has a Rudy 
Vallee Square. Sounds like a bid 
for schoolgirl vacation resort. 


“Oh, I've seen Rudy Vallee 
Square.” 
“That’s nothing; I’ve seen him 
direct.” 


MARY McCOY 


Soprano 

Musical Comedy and Radio Artist 

All last season with the Messrs. 
Shubert in “A Wonderful Night” at 
the Majestic, New York. 
Now featured on the Camel Hour 
over the National Broadcasting Co. 
network. 

All communications 

Care VARIETY, New York 


Did You Know That 


- Hollywood, July 26. 

Dolly Rockett gave a party 
for Mrs. Rube Goldberg and 
served little cartoon cakes.... 
Jeannette MacDonald wears a 
magnificent sequin costume in 
“Monte Carlo” in which, by the 
way, she will very likely score 
quite a personal triumph.... 
Julian Sande has a Peke called 
“Columbus”....the Al Jolsons 
are on Catalina....Irene Del- 
roy stays with Warners until 
next July....Ina Claire gave 
a@ great performance in “Re- 
bound” opening night for which 
John Gilbert entertained 
around 200 of the film colony 
--.. Will Rogers’ daughter has 
become a pretty young woman 
-...Mrs. S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) 
and her daughter are in town 
-...-Paul Frawley’s yachting 
excursion climaxed in a slip 
and a possible broken rib.... 
Jack Rutherford suffering in- 
juries from a fall into a shell 
hole for “Leathernecking,” in 
which somebody forgot to 
move a big rock....premiere of 
“Oh! Judge,” musical, saw 
Charles Ruggles, Skeets Gal- 
lagher, Laura LaPlante, Bill 
Seiter, John Hundley, Jack 
Haley, Carmel Myers, Larry 
Hart and Walter Catlett among 
those present....Rufe LeMaire 
is the town’s worst driver with 
Inez Courtney making it a con- 
test....The Eddie Foys (Bar- 
bara Newberry) may return 
east either by the Canal or 
Canada early next month.... 
-..-Harriet Parsons is prob- 
ably turning out more copy 
than any other daily or mag 
writer in town at present.... 
Grace Menken rejected her 
Fox offer of a part in “The 
Dancers.”....Larry Hart, Dick 
Rogers, Herb Fields and John 
Hundley will shortly be New 
Yorkward in a group....You 
can now call Skeets Gallagher 
“Pop” and Pauline Mason “Ma” 
—it’s a boy. 


“Manslaughter” Creates 
Interest on Many Items 


The important question for con- 
sideration among the women at the 
Rivoli (where the screen still an- 
nounces a past attraction as play- 
ing the Rialto) is “What’s She 
Goin’ to do with that swell little 
fur coat? (lapin).”: 


The wearer, Claudete Colbert, is 
entering an unfashionable jail for 
an unnamed number of years so 
the feminine anxiety was natural. 
But it was bundled up unceremoni- 
ously with her other dainty things 
to be “disinfected.” Just one of the 
penalties for ‘‘Manslaughter.” 


And she has more flowers than 
any star at her opening night after 
the pardon. Miss Colbert’s slim- 
ness, also the envy of many, was 
accounted for at the finish. She had 
to be light so that Frederic Marsh 
could carry her so long. 


Natalie Moorhead, smart and well 
groomed as usual, Emma Dunn giv- 
ing a most sympathetic perform- 
ance, and Hilda Vaughn, as the 
maid, make this an interesting pic- 
ture for women whether from the 


Hollywood's Like This 


By Cecelia Ager 


RITZY 


The Saratoga season opens July 
30. The Racing Association’s new 
head is George H. Bull, of New 
York, who succeeded the late R. T. 
Wilson. Mrs. Wilson, who has 
many friends in show business, has 
Box 27. In mourning, she has been 
living quietly at her Newport estate. 
Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt has 
Box 29. Former Mayor of New York 
John F. Hylan has No. 165. Ogden 
L. Mills, Under Secretary of the 


Treasury, has No. 63. The Turf 
and Field Club has Nos. 175 and 
176. 


Other boxholders include Mrs. 
Payne Whitney, whose husband 
left $178,893,655; Marshall Field, a 
multimillionaire separated from his 
wife; and Mrs. Lawrence Harriman, 
who divorced the multimillionaire 
William Averell Harriman. Mr. 
Harriman then married Marie Nor- 
ton, who had divorced Cornelius 
Vanderbilt Whitney. 

Also Joshua S&S. Cosden, who 
started with nothing, made millions, 
lost millions, and made millions all 
over again. He was divorced by 


| Ottile Reibach, who then married 


Don Baxter. Cosden then married 
Eleanor Neves, who had divorced 
Charles Franklin Roeser. 

And the Schwartz brothers, A. 
Charles and Morton L. Charles, who 
owned the famous Jack Horner, 
married Virginia McKay. Morton 
was divorced by Ella de Peyster, 
who was the widow of William B. 
Shoemaker, and now calls herself 
Mrs. Morris de Peyster. Morton 
then married Eleonore Balke. 


More Blue Book Names 


William F. R. Hitt, who was 
divorced by and remarried to Kath- 
erine Elkins, Washington heiress, 
who had previously been engaged 
to the Duke dell’Abruzzi, cousin of 
the King of Italy. 

And Charles Minot Amory, who 
was divorced by Gladys Munn, who 
then married Herbert Pulitzer. Mr. 
Amory then married Margaret Em- 
erson (heiress to the Bromo-Seltzer 
millions), who first divorced Dr. 
Smith McKim, became the widow 
of Alfred G. Vanderbilt, and divorced 
Raymond T. Baker, former Director 
of the Mint. 

Other millionaire boxholders in- 
clude Robert L. Gerry, Harry Payne 
Whitney, John Sanford and F. Am- 
brose Clark, whose late father was 
president of the Singer Sewing Ma- 
chine Co., and whose mother died 
as the wife of Henry C. Potter, 
Bishop of New York. 


Baroness Club Entertainer 


It is to be hoped that if indeed, 
as announced, the Baroness Har- 
douin de Reinach-Werth marries 
Clifton Chisholm, of Cleveland, she 
finds more happiness than in previ- 
ous marital adventures, Helen 
Tennyson, of Pittsburgh, married 
the French Baron in 1916. After 
divorcing him, they were remarried 
in 1919. They have a daughter, 
Anne, age 9. The Baron was pre- 
viously married to Diane Morgan 
Hill, of Washington, who committed 
suicide five months after the wed- 
ding by leaping from a windew. The 
Baroness, who has been appearing 
in a Cleveland supper-club, was 
once reported engaged to the Italian 
Prince di Scordia. 


Lankow Social 


Edward Lankow, who is now do- 
ing Technicelorshorts for Vita- 
phone, is a singer with social pres- 
tige. During two summers he was 
the house-guest at Newport of the 
late Mrs. Joseph E. Widener, sing- 
ing at recitals at her home, and en- 
countering the elite of the colony. 
Last summer Mr. and Mrs. Harmon 
Spencer Auguste, of New York, 
made their first attempt at Newport, 
not returning this season. The 
previous winter they gave a big 
luncheon-party at the Ambassador, 
and had the fashionable Lankow 
sing. 

Albert Parker its now making 
shorts for the Paramount New York 
studio. In the winter of 1929 he 
went with Douglas Fairbanks and 
Mary Pickford. Parker, who was 
formerly an actor, married a sister 
of Daisy Green. Daisy was the 
widow of Isaac G. Waterman before 
divorcing Ted De Kanters. From 


Waterman she inherited Pennsyl- 
vania coal mines assuring her an 
annual income of over $50,000 a year. 
She lives on Park Avenue. 
Parkers have a house at 


The 
Great 


moral or fashionable angle, or both. 


Neck, 


Hollywood, July 26. 

When studio publicity depart. 
ments make up their stories about 
the sweetness of their stars, they 
don’t go to the costume designerg 
for material. 

Ina Claire’s opening in “Rebound 
came along just when it looked like 
the colony would have to toss a pice 


ture premiere to its star gazers. 

Even Mary Pickford wears one of 
those crocheted white Angora berets, 

The smallest baby links calls it« 
self “Demi-Tasse Country Club.” 

Studio executive buildings look 
as temporary as their occupants. 

Dozens of picture players are se< 
cure in the knowledge that Holly- 
wood’s famous plastic surgeon won't 
tell. 

Second-hand automobile dealers 
won't buy any more high-powered 
cars and the situation is becoming 
serious. 

A beer-making machine trying for 
the Hollywood market costs $200, 
Service extra, 

Harry Green is mystifying as a 
magician. 

Ziegfeld show girls out here all 
have wide-eyed looks so the mas-< 
cara won't smudge. 

Every blue-eyed blonde wears a 
blue hat. 


Literati Cells 


Offices provided for writers at the 
studios can be used as sets for pris- 
on pictures. 

A new apartment hotel that start- 
ed out to be very haughty now ad- 
vertises that screen players are 
wont to lunch there, 

For some reason or other, film 
chatterers’ clothes never look quite 
right on them. 

To the utter joy of the beauty 
parlors, Hollywood likes all its 
heads, male and female, waved. 

Hollywood’s street corner traffic 
bells bring back memories of school 
days. 

Santa Monica ocean front villas 
are filled, as usual, with picture 
people who know practically noth- 
ing about the current hard times. 

George Olsen’s Club has a floor 
show in the good old New York 
manner. 

Chevalier really wears “Chevalier- 
blue” shirts—and very becoming, 
too, 

People prominent in education in 
California are meeting at a Garden 
Tea at Colleen Moore’s sponsored by 
the Progressive School, which has 
enrolled most of the offspring of 
pictures’ intelligensia. 

Golfers who dress the part at 
Rancho eschew knickers in favor of 
slacks. Eddie Elkins has some in 
sky-blue linen that cause quite @ 
to-do. 

Maddux planes to Caliente like to 
have picture people in them. 

Hollywood was very satisfied with 
itself over its genuine cool weather 
while New York was burning. 

Right now a 16-cylinder Cadillac 
yields more awe than a Rolls. 


GINGER ROGERS 


A Surprise in “Sap from Syracuse” 
At Paramount 


Ginger Rogers is the big surprise 
of “The Sap from Syracuse.” Jack 
Oakie as “The Sap” is a howl, but 
that little Miss Rogers should be 
such a capable actress when not 
singing is the best news out of 
“Syracuse.” 

As the little rich girl who couldn’t 
trust her guardian to care for her 
interests, she has many opportuni- 
ties to register several of the lighter 
emotions, which she does, She even 
manages to concentrate on Mr. 
Oakie’s face without laughing. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. William Shilling, 
son recently. Father is indie vaude 
agent; mother was formerly Gladys 
DeMoya of the Arthur Fisher 
agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Shane, in LoS 
Angeles July 28, son. 

Mr. and Mrs. Skeets Gallagher 
son, July 20, at the Cedar of Le- 
tanon Hospital, Los Angeles. 
¥ather is the stage and s-reen 
actor. Mother is the former Paul- 
ine Mason, stage actress. 


Laurence Schwab gave his wif@ 
$1,000 for breaking 100 in golf. 

Nemo Egan is back after a vaca- 
tion, 
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— 
Trade Mark Registered 
’ ed Weekly by VARIETY, Ino. 
Sime Silverman, President 
. 464 West 46th Street New York City 
rte 
SCRIPTION: 
ut Annual. ere Foreign. eee 
ey Bingie Coples. nts 
ere 
you.c 
YEARS AGO 
ice 15 
(Fron. Variety and Clipper.) 
of 
Paramount, distributing medium 
for Famous Players, Lasky and 
ok others, announced biggest produc- 
tion schedule in its history for the 
z first quarter of the new season. 
n't Stars included were Mary Pickford, 
- John Barrymore, Hazel Dawn, Marie 
rs Dodo, Charles Cherry, Marguerite 
bd Clark, Sam Bernard, Blanche Sweet, 
n Laura Hope Crews, Donald Brian, 
° Geraldine Farrar, Charlotte Walker, 
or . Lou Tellegen and Elsie Janis. 
Klaw & Erlanger leased _ the 
a Knickerbocker theatre, class house, 
to Triangle Film Corp., which an- 
all nounced that its picture “Birth of 
g< ’ @ Nation” would go in Sept. 1 for 
_ an indefinite run at $2. Rent was 
a * yeported at the rate of $60,000 a 
_ year. “Birth” had been running for 
gome time at the Liberty. 
he George Fawcett was due back on 
ass Broadway from picture work on the 
coast. Reported he would star in a 
t- new play by George Broadhurst. 
re Maxine Elliott, already a settled 
resident of England, comes into the 
m news: through the filing of papers 
te in Los Angeles by which she trans- 
ferred to her mother all interest in 
ty the estate of her father, estimated 
ts at $100,000. 
ic The Orpheum circuit was being 
ol realigned, dropping from its route 
the Orpheum theatres in Sioux City 
us and Des Moines, Ia., and Duluth, 
re Minn. Firm of Finn & Hyman took 
le over operation of the houses. 
or New York was in the midst of an 


‘k extraordinarily severe heat wave, 
and there being no artificial cooling 


systems theatre business was down 
g, to a minimum. 

in 

n 

: 50 YEARS AGO 

(From Clipper) 

of 

t Sarah Bernhardt is quoted in an 
of interview: “Yes, I have creditors, 
n : for a woman cannot live on the 
a ; $6,000 given her by the Comedie 


Francaise. A woman cannot get on 
0 if she has not $17,000 a year and 
‘ even then she must go to market 
herself and be her own cook and 
r J chambermaid. Just look at the 
Opera singers. There is not one of 
c them who does not clear $40,000 a 
year without working half as hard 
as we poor play-actresses.” 


A benefit was given at Madison 
Square theatre to raise funds for 


” d the erection of a statute of Edgar 
; Allan Poe in Central Park. One of 

the features was a sketch based on 

—— “Taming of the Shrew” in which 
c the principals were Edwin Booth. 


t Thomas Whiffen, Effie Ellsler and 
Mrs. Louisa Eldridge. 


? 2 The death of Joseph McArdle re- 
calls indirectly the earlier day when 
P the New York Rialto was far down- 
town. McArdle was agent for Ed- 
win Forrest and at one time had 
operated the Florence hotel, owned 
by Forrest, located at Broadway 


q 

and Walker street, the center of the 

theatre district and at one time the 


rendezvous of show people. 


The funeral in Leadville, Colo., of 
“Texas Jack” Omohundro, former 
stage associate of “Buffalo Bill” 
Cody, inspires more reminiscences. 
The story runs that before the Civil 
War, hostile Indians made it im- 
Possible to get beef on the hoof 
into the South. There was a meat 
famine raging in Tennessee and 
Texa Jack” put every cent he had 
into a drove of cattle and brought 
them triumphantly into Tennessee, 
taking six months for the trip and 
losing many men in encounters with 
the redskins. 


It was now the middle of July and 
‘ is recorded that one Hankinson 
- : ad just made the first home run 


of the season on the Cl 
DAs eveland base- 
ball fiield, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


—— situation still has plenty of the picture execs groggy. A. sur- 
- s raed angle, however, is the few execs really having a working idea 
ved sg at the electric situation in films is. Company legalists were found 
— execs. Matter of fact one company’s patent 

ed to be unfamilia case 
r with a he had been working 

Following the Wilmington decision in the G.T.P.-Stanley case which 
hey oe by W. E., certain big eyes were focused on the Case 
patents owned by Fox Films and used in its recording apparatus. It 
patents were involved and were not with 

g ng a may possibly be immun 
decision favoring G.T.P. (DeForest). 

However, if a collaboration of technical ex : 

5 perts’ opinions is worth any- 
thing, the Case patents have nothing to do with the Ries patent .. 
Nagy in the gre ges suit, since the Case patent is one involving 
an improvement in the process of recordin + 
por Rory ih g but not a patent of basic 

There are two methods of photographic recordin 

g of sound. One in- 
volves a fixed light and the other a flashing light. The amount of light 
impressed on the film is varied by some form of slit or shutter device in 
accordance with sound. The Ries patent involves the slit through which 
the light passes to create sound impressions on the film. The Case 
patent concerns a light known as the Aeo light. Where Case differs 
from other patents in the Same respect is that Case uses an osscilating 
light in recording, while pther systems use a vibrating light. This light 
flashes in accordance with sound through a slit to provide a variable 
effect on the film. 

The Case patent offers an improvement on the light process in that 
in the Case system a quartz lens is used to filter the light beams and re- 
fine them thin enough to vary sound when passing through the slit. It 
differs from the G.T.P. process in that the latter uses a tantalum (metallic | 
substance) in its light lamp for this similar purpose. 

But that’s only in recording. In reproduction all systems must use 
a fixed light. And still remains as clear as mud. 


There is only $229 awarded in the judgment, but the action of the 
Howell Trucking Service up state in New York against the Onondaga 
Happy Hour Theatre Company is going up to the Appellate Division 
and possibly the Court of Appeals as a test case. Appeal will be 
filed at once by the defendant, counsel states: ~ 

Incidently, too, the case reflects a competitive war between two 
Central New York trucking companies which are rivals for the business 
of transporting moving picture films between theatre and exchanges 
in Albany and Buffalo. 

In June, 1928, the theatre company, operator of the Swan in Syracuse, 
contracted with the Howell service to transport films for two years at 
$14.75 a week. The Howell service, it was shown, had been supplying 
18 theatres. Last April, the Swan dropped its service with the Howell 
company and switched to its rival. Action brought for damages and 
breach of contract. A test case, it is said other actions await is 
outcome, 

Judge B. B. Parson in Municipal Court, Syracuse, granted the 
plaintiff remuneration for the two months for which the theatre company 
contract had to run. 

The defense contentions on which the appeal is based are, first, that 
the contract did not declare that the theatre agreed to employ the 
trucking service for two years, but only fixed the rate of payment 
for such weekly service as the theatre should use during that period. 
The second concerns the estimation of damages, which in the decision 
were based on the full amount of weekly pay. The defense maintains 
that these should have been based on the amount of profit the 
trucking company could claim, subtracting operating costs for truck- 
ing service not used. 


The new bill passed by the German Reichstag to replace the old 
kontingent law, which expired at the end of June, gives power to the 
German Minister of the Interior to issue regulations regarding the dis- 
tribution of foreign pictures. In a printed commentary the Government 
declares the former system of treating pictures as merchandise is obsolete 
and states that in future they will be dealt with as cultural assets. 

The statute mentions the Geneva treaty of November, 1927, intending 
to abolish all import restrictions, but which the principal signatory 
powers (Germany, Great Britain, France, Italy and India) only ratified 
under the reserve of adopting measures for the protection of their cul- 
tural and national interests, 

The paper adds that the former system of restricting foreign imports, 
with regard to the domestic production of foreign companies, incor- 
porated in Germany under German law, “did not safeguard the interest 
of national productive ability and national ideals.” For the protection 
of these cultural and national interests, the Minister of the Interior 
will fix a renters’ quota according to the temporary requirements of the 
market. 

Silent and sound pictures are to be dealt with separately. A produc- 
tion will be considered national under the following conditions: The 
producing firm must be German, the director and, in the case of sound 
pictures, the composer, as well as the majority of persons engaged in 
the production “must belong to the German cultural sphere,” but German 
nationality will not be essential. The picture must be produced in Ger- 


man as far as the subject allows it. 


There are several indications that Paramount is using its foreign pic- 
ture production as a school for talent for its English language films. 
Studio gave Rosita Moreno a break in the Spanish “Slightly Scarlet,” 
then used her in the femme lead in “Spanish Acres” and in the second 
lead of a Clara Bow picture. She is also slated for a spot opposite 
Richard Arlen in “Rose of the Rancho.” 

Barry Norton, who was brought back from near oblivion by the same 
studio for foreign pictures, also will be used in English versions, a prob- 
ability that might not have occurred but for this chance to come back 
via the foreign route. 

Par also took a cutter, Cyril Gardner, handed him a megaphone for 
a foreign picture and has since graduated him to directing domestic 
material. 

Two comebacks can also be traced to foreign language production in 
the cases of Adolph Menjou and Antonio Moreno, both of whom were | 
first given return spots by the same studio. 


Loew claims that with bookings of its own Metro film product, the 
taking away of most of Paramounts from R-K-O (which is relying on 
its own, Columbia and Pathe along with some other Par pictures), plus 
the United Artists’ and Fox line-up, underwrites Loew’s on its straight 
film policy, in those houses where vaude has been recently eliminated. 
Some of the Fox product will be in Loew’s even ahead of Fox’s own 
metropolitan houses. 

Loew figures that with the five acts out, it means an immediate saving 
of $4,000 on the nut for show, stage-hands, orchestra, etc. Even if not 
grossing as much as before, they can still make more net proportionately. 
What’s more, Loew’s figures that when vaude is reinstated it will be a 
double benefit, being able then to ballyhoo anew the reintroduction of 
a greater Loew’s vaudeville. 

Meanwhile it may make the Loew statement for the third quarter 


look much better than possibly otherwise. 


Andy Callahan, Coast Technicolor exec, walked into the lab and found 
a watchman had been hitting the giggle liquid. Callahan burned and 


got into a heated argument with the employee, who in turn got 
boisterous. 

Finally Callahan left and went to his private office, where he found @ 
doctor from the insurance company waiting to examine him for a 
$25,000 increase on his insurance policy. 

After the examination, the doctor told Callahan he couldn't pass him, 
as his blood pressure was off key. He further advised him to consult 
his family physican at once. 

It took Callahan a half hour to convince the physician he was just 
temporarily stirred up. By that time he had cooled down, and passed 
okay, 


An indie picture producer trying to raise dough on an epochal drama 
of Texas, got a wealthy Texas oil man interested in the proposition. 
The oil man decided to take a trip to Hollywood and look over the 
producer's organization. 

To impress the oil man the producer, who prior to this time had 
confined his promotions to real estate in Florida and a trick eating 
house in Hollywood, promoted a Rolls Royce. When the oil man 
arrived at the station he took one look at the car, went back into 
the station and asked what time he could get a train back to Texas, 
“Any man who can support one of those cars,” he said, “can finance 
his own pictures.” 

And that’s how the matter supposedly stands at the present time. 


A prominent male legit star making his first picture on the Coast is 
consistently giving his support cast every kind of a break. Rated a 
fine man personally, nevertheless, as far as known today, nobody has 
tipped him off on how he’s unintentionally giving the other players 
repeated opportunities to steal the picture. It all comes from not know- 
ing his camera angles. 

Doing the screen version of a show with which he has long been as- 
sociated, the star is playing it before the camera the same as he did 
on the stage. The two techniques are different. The “name” keeps 
turning away from the lens, frequently placing his back to it, while 
the film initiates are careful never to have less than a profile on tap. 
Result is very apt to be a good look at everybody but the star. 


One of the bigger independents wanting a title around which to build 
a film story piped one from a novel. Company execs who enjoy a rep 
of trying to get everything cheaper than the next, figured a fast one 
on how to use the title without having to take the story. They negotiated 
for the purchase of rights to the title alone. 

The smart author sold it but when*the company started to figure a 
new story for the title, met an objecting author. By the terms of the 
contract while the company had rights to the title they couldn’t use 
any original story to it. Outcome was the company had to start all 
over again on the deal and also buy the author’s first tale. When this 
was done the company found the story they had bought was n. g. for 
film production. 

Industrial films, while taking a slide with most of the regular com- 
panies, Fox practically closing down and Paramount producing only tyo, 
with no more contracts reported in sight, since inception, are still a 
novelty among outside industries. 

General Motors, according to word at Western Electric, is the latest 
to turn producer. Whether it plans to make just one—of its own in- 
terests—and stop, is not known. 

Making pictures is one thing and showing them in theatres is an- 
other, remind Paramountites who draw attention to the spurt which 
Studebaker had a year ago when, after putting $75,000 into a picture, 
it found that to get it partly exhibited cost another $200,000. 


“Salesmanship” is a lecture subject that Billy B. Van is giving before 
merchants and bankers. Billy B. Van was an actor, comedian. He 
started to make Pine Tree soap on a shoestring and a smell. The 
smell was of pine, so never mind the rest of the soap. 

The Van soap works have grown to be among the 26 leading soap 
manufacturers of the world. Big business credits the ascendency of 
Pine Tree soap to Van’s exploitation. Van says he merely adapted the 
knowledge gained in the show business to selling soap. 

Bill Van is from New Hampshire. That’s where he first smelled pine, 
And he’s no longer a comedian. 


Fox Theatres has found a way of overcoming the lack of managerial 
supervision in theatres after show time when the cleaning is done, by 
subletting the washing privilege to a company. Under the contract 
entered into the cleaning company will haye charge of scraping the dirt 
in ali the theatres in Fox Metropolitan group. 

Idea is not exactly new. It has been at work in Fox West Coast. From 
an economic point, Fox execs figure that by the new plan they save 
overhead from porters’ salaries and automatically provide a guardian 
for the cleaning work in the supervisors of the dirt scraping company 
who direct the porter’s work. 


There are counts and other notables in various ends of show business, 
some in unimportant jobs, but claim as the only Oxford graduate in uni- 
form. as an usher is heid by Albert Gilbert. He is head usher at 
Proctor’s 58th Street. Besides being a graduate of Oxford, he has gone 
through Columbia, New York. 


The film industry will have to wait until September before it can get 
action on amendments it has offered to the New York fire ordinance, 
The City Fathers failed to act at their recent meeting, thus the delay 
until fall. 


Exposed film, sold to amateur photographers as good film, grosses 
enough to provide a good living for several former lab employees. 

Another gag that seldom flops is the sale of a screen star’s alleged 
wardrobe. The merchandise is usually sought at local wholesale houses. 

Small rackets all of them, but they work wonders in this burg that 
has a sap population eclipsed by no other city in the world. Almost 
every name in the picture business has been taken and continues to go 
for the gags, but seldom comes a squawk. If the public gets the idea 
an idol is just a sap, it’s a quicker death than scandal, 


Technicolor, television and Doc De Forest are all hooked into a re- 
port from a creditable source, which the Kalmus publicity people don’t 
deny and don’t know anything about. 

It seems that Jack Meador, who couldn't be reached Monday after- 
noon, had lunch with the Doc and the subject of De Forest joining 
Tech as a technical advisor and television side was hinted. ra 

The Doc bluntly told Tech’s business manager, according to further 
word, that he couldn’t consider anything, thereby revealing that he is 
still under the Schlessinger thumb and may like it. 


A writer who got a six months tryout at $400 a week with a Coast 
studio twiddled his thumbs for the entire period, with the exception of 
being called in on one story conference. At the end of the six months 
b: dropped in on the general manager to say goodbye. 

“Why, you’re not leaving us!” exclaimed the official. 

“You haven’t given me any work to do, so I figured I was a hasty 
move. I’ve appreciated your courtesy, and the checks, though.” 

“Nuts,” said the official, “we’re taking up your option.” 


Not only extras but directors are in the over-plentiful class in Holly- 
wood, according to analysis of the situation here. 

Five of them, for instance, are in one picture. This is Par’s “The 
Spoilers.” The megaphone men in the cast are: Lioyd Ingraham 
James Kirkwood, Oscar Apfel, Slim Summerville, George Irving. 
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“VARIETY’S” PARIS OFFICE 


SHOW NEWS 


‘ 


‘Cable Address:’ VARINEWS, ‘PARIS 


FOREIGN 


Paris Building, 15 Boulevard des Italiens Central 01-57; Louvre, 52-15 . 
+ | (Continued from page 6) 

\x after him, saying among other 
The lawyer in Vienna whose! Xmas eve gyp. Champagne jump- things “Bryson is now confident he}. 


business card indicates that between 
certain hours in the afternoon his 
“business hours” are in a certain 
favorite coffee-house. All Viennese 
professional men thus indicate at 
which coffee-house they can be con- 
sulted professionally. Usually pay 
‘em off with a cup of coffee to boot. 


The Cover-Up System 

The nervously tensioned femme 
in Monte Carlo who had a number 
“crowned” and happened to hit it 
on the nose and who shrieked in 
nervous astonishment at her good 
fortune—and the «uick manner in 
which she was “boxed” off by three 
of the casino’s attaches, ready to 
be whisked out in a jiffy if any- 
thing serious. 

This episode recalled how an un- 
fortunate roulette player shot him- 
self and who was so neatly and 
expeditiously whisked away that 
none knew it at the next table. 
That’s how much of a science the 
“cover-up” routine is on the Riviera 
where the casinos witness such 
tragedies fairly regularly. 


Taking Americans 

“rough’’. treatment in the 
Pere Louis, a one-time . favorite 
(with the American professional] in 
Paris) restaurant, near the Folies' 
Bergere, and the nasty manner in 
which the high-handed French 
owner treated a member of a Mo- 
gador theatre production. Said 
member spread the word and the 
place has been boycotted since to 
the degree it will suffer financially 
in. short order. 

Said restaurant prop., with char- 
acteristic French gyp manner, 
smiled the party into turning back 
bad food, but charged for it just the 
same, along with the new dishes, 
4and then withheld the hats and 
coats until the protested check was 
paid in full.. When the professional, 
incensed at the bad service, counted 
out his francs exactly and intended 
not-to stake the waiter for a tip, 
the manager calmly added 10% 
“pour service, monsieur,” and ob- 
served. that when you're in France, 
you, as an American, are expected 
to “pay for everything.” And the 
“bravo!” affirmance by two neigh- 
boring natives. 


The gals who inquire if they can 
have “quelque chose boisson avec 
vous, monsieur,” in the most unsus- 
pecting places. Talk about our bar- 
flies, the drink chiselers pop up 
even in the nicest of bars, 


Better Come Across 


Paying over $200 per month per 
room in a hotel, which is a lot of 
frances, and standing for a 21% 
surcharge in the form of sundry 
luxury, state and municipal taxes. 
And then the weekly tips frankly 
demanded by day and night maids 
and valets. And you better pay. 
You may miss something. 


No Tips—But 10% 

The wagon-lits “porters” demands 
for tips. The trainmen never con- 
sider themselves staked enough. In 
Italy, from the Italian frontier on, 
tipping is regarded as beneath the 
dignity of the Fascist, and so Mus- 
solini advises train passengers that 
the porter will expect a legal sti- 
pend of 10% in lieu of tipping, com- 
puted on your compartment fare, 
but, of course, he doesn’t turn down 
anything above that. 


A Wine Gyp 
The Casanova, Paris, 


nite club 


ing from 260 francs to 380. And a 
150 franc “tax” on top of that. 
Never explained for what, 


In Vienna 

Vienna's only nite life — supper 
after the show. Nobody has time 
for dinner. Curtain rises at 7:30 
p. m. There’s some reason for it, 
unrecallable. Nobody pays full 
prices for theatre tickets. Usuallly 
half rates or two-for-one. Stamped 
ticket price- is a gag or only for 
tourists. Usualty can cet in by 
paying tax alone and the “gardrobe” 
(coatroom tax). Hat, stick and 
coat usually the average foreigner’s 
props and each taxed an Austrian 
shilling piece for the “gardrobe” 
(wardrobe), which means 45 cents. 
Tax about one Austrian shilling 
(15¢c) also. 


The “Concierge” Racket 


The “concierge” (hall-porter) gyp 
—janitors, in other words. The New 
York “Times” bureau in Vienna 
tried not paying a regular weekly 
stipend to its concierge and couldn't 
get into its own office where it was 
paying a swell rental regularly. 
Something American interests can 
never figure out. Same goes for 
lack of permission to put up your 
business sign as in Vienna. 
“Variety's” bureau, Vienna, also at 
same address, and finally both 


papers influenced havin their 
shingles out. 
“Concierge” racket in Paris 


finally capped by . house situated 
on the Quai Auteuil (Quai means 
river front) being visiteg by “the 
concierges of the River Seine.” 
They wanted a little graft for taking 
care of the Seine’s water supply all 
year. This was too much, and for 
ence this American household ‘told 
’em where to go and get paid off. 


AM. BANDS POPULAR IN 
LONDON’S NITE SPOTS 


London, July 29. 

Recent successes of Ted Lewis 
and Hal Kemp at the Cafe de Paris 
have stimulated demand for Ameri- 
ean orchestras for London night 
spots. 

Ernie Golden and his band of six 
open at the Cafe de Paris Sept. 22. 

To overcome the objections of 
the Minisrty of Labor to the im- 
portation of foreign bandsmen, the 
cafe had to engage a relief band of 
Englishmen numbering 12 players. 
The Leo Reisman band also is 
booked, going into the Kit Cat dur- 
ing the autumn, providing the La- 
bor Ministry approves. 


King in Person 
Amsterdam, July 29. 
Charles King, star of “Broadway 


Melody,” opens in person on Fri- 
day with the M-G-M “Hollywood 
Revue” at the Tuschinski where 


the revue premieres. 

King is over here shooting some 
location stuff; also vacationing; 
also accepting a week in London in 
vaude. 


Baby Grands Coming Back 
London, July 29. 
Jerry and the Baby Grands, who 
have been doing weil in the London 
halls, have been booked for the 


New York Palace, opening Aug. 27. 


MARGARET OLSEN 

N. B. C. Songstress 
This Norwegian artist, who made 
her debut with the Scandinavian 
Symphony Orchestra in the Acad- 
emy of Music, Brooklyn, N. Y., has 
been heard regularly over the 
National Broadcasting Co. network, 
notably on The Vikings’ programs. 
Miss Olsen has sung in Norwegian 
opera, in concert in Norway and 
America, and is now devoting her- 
self chiefly to radio. 


Management 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING CO. 


ANIMAL ACTS MAY ALSO 
BE TABOO IN FRANCE 


Paris, July 19. 

Already barred in several Euro- 
pean countries, particularly. Eng- 
land, animal acts now fear that the 
same thing might happen in France. 
The Petit Casino, a cheap Paris 
vaude house, now refuses to book 
them, 

Trainers, claiming that training 
involves no cruelty, are enlisting the 
aid of several humanitarian groups. 
The French Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals, declines 
to okay them, but will not fight 
them either. 


British Prod. Improves 


(Continued from page 6) 

ing to happen now R-K-O plans te 
distribute over here and form its 
own unit hasn’t yet been revealed. 
British Dominions, recently split 
with the Gramophone Company, has 
started off again, and even though 
some may say its position now isn’t 
what it was when handling the disk 
firm’s money, it’s better than most 
here. 

British producers who matter, as 
one or two of ’em nearly do, are 
livening up to the multi-lingual 
field. British International make at 
least one foreign version of practi- 
cally all their pictures, while smaller 
concerns, like Twickenham, have 
linked with Continental producers 
for bi-lingual production of Eng- 
lish subjects. 

Coler bogey, which stirred up 
some worry in the executive ranks 
from months back, is now forgotten. 
Producers here admit they can’t 
afford the departure and take the 
attitude that if America goes in for 
it they will hold out and concentrate 
on the Continental language market. 


Just Arrived on the ‘Ile de France’ 


Will Open Soon as 


PRIMA 
“PRINCESS CHARMING” 


7 A Swanstrom & Production 


can foist it (“Phantom”) on the 
public. He is strangely ignorant 
of British sentiment.” 

This 15th “Mail” took another 
rap at U over “Primrose Path,” in 
the current Rialto program. De- 
clared this is a film with “every 
appeal to vulgar immorality” and 
Suggested it was being offered 
blocked with “All Quiet” and “‘King 
of Jazz,” with these two at exorbi- 
tant terms with “obligation to book 
at least four other films.” 

Latter method is, of course, vio- 
lation of -Films Act and imperils 
distributer’s license, but is still be- 
ing done under the rose by most. 

While this is all going on, “Mail,” 
which organizes Ideal Home Exhi- 
bition at Olympia every year, cir- 
cularizes most theatres asking if they 
will show an Ideal Home film, One 
of these reaches the Rialto. Bry- 
son lays doggo and takes the “Mail” 
film, then goes to Northcliffe House 
and says he’s showing it at Rialto 
and will buy space to advertise it. 
Only he wants to include “Prim- 
rose Path” in the ad. So the “Mail’ 
says nix on that and Bryson walks. 
Next morning—this 17th—Rialto 
earries a 4x20 banner featuring the 
double program and, pulls up ‘Daily 
Mail” and Primrose Path” big on 
the banner. 
Everyone now on their toes to 
see what “Mail’ will do and what 
will happen at Dominion this 21st, 
Bryson having pulled wires to get 
about the biggest bunch of Society 
folks there yet attending a premiere, 
and at same time fearing campaign 
by ‘‘Mail” may create hostile demon- 
stratior. outside theatre by ex-Serv- 
ice organizations, neo-Facists and 
such flag-ffoppers. 

By the afternoon Rialto was float-. 
ing a banner for “Primrose Path” 
telling “Read the “Daily Mail”! 


United and Theatres 
While all the guessing still goes 
on about U. A.’s theatres and where, 
Schenck’s scouts are still looking 
for sites. Found one on Jermyn 
street, Haymarket, but an old fellow 
who makes suspenders for the idle 
rich to keep up their pants—which 
every Englishman calls braces— 
won't give up the shop his father 
and grandpop before him traded 
from. WU. A. offered twice the space 
free of rent for 50 years and $50,-: 
000 cash if he’d quit so they could. 
clear the site ani he. still refused. 


Will Bookings Strike? 
Most all the Branches of the ex- 
hibs’. National body have confirmed 
the Blackpool Conference resolution 


to call a halt on bookings from 
Sept. 1, unless distributors drop 
score charges and guarantees. 


Headquarters held another meeting 
of its Council this 16th and decided 
to ask K. R. S. (distributors’ or- 
ganization) to meet them for dis- 
cussion around this 23rd. As K. R. 
S. was sitting same day the dis- 
tribs’ body has agreed. 

Meantime most distributors are 
dropping guarantees, but disk, 
charges—a score point with most 
theatres—remain. Warners are the 
chief disk-recorded outfit, and say 
they cannot drop charges without 
instructions from New York. Harry 
Warner was to have come here and 
to have met a deputation of exhibs 
to thrash this out, but sidetracked 
to Paris for the Patents Conference 
has been Harry’s alibi for not yet 
appearing. 


Panning the Gensor 


Home Secretary J. L. Clynes saw 
the deputation of Members of Com- 
mons and others this 16th, and all 
he told them was he would like to 
have them write him a memoran- 
dum showing why, if he decided to 
appoint a committee of enquiry into 
film censorship, they figured it 
should be a Select Commission and 
not a Departmental Committee of 
Enquiry. 

Inside is the deputation were in 
complete contradiction, to each other 
with regard to almost everything. 
It is not expected the existing 
censorship will suffer any radical 
change, at least from the influence 
of this quarter. 

What may come from political- 
financial manoeuvres is another 
story. 


Not So White-All 


Two of-the former directors of the 
now defunct Quota-floated White- 
hall Film Company, Sir Basil Clarke 
and Norman Ambrose Pogson, got 
into court this week, Pogson charg- 
ing Sir Basil with assault on three 
counts. All Summonses were dis- 
missed, 

Pogson claimed he was up the 
river in a canoe with his wife and 
tied up unknowingly on Sir Basil’s 
land. Told to quit, he shifted and: 
was later attacked by Clarke, who, 


| was alleged to have hit Pogson with! 
‘| scull which broke in half and; 


cracked: Mrs. Pogson on the bean., 
Sir, Basil's. version he was’ 
threatened by Pogson, who tried to! 


' push his boat over. 


Personalities were exchanged in 


court. Sir Basil's attorney grilléd 
Pogson with questions as to why 


FRENCHMEN 


“s+ Paris, July 29. 
Argentina,. the Spanish dancer, 
who was something of a furore in 
the States not long ago, has_ just 
been honored. with the decoration 
of the Legion d’Honneur, at the in- 
stance of the Ministry of Public 
Instruction, 

The newspapers are full of indig- 
nant protest over the action, point- 
ing out that-a. dancer is chosen for 
distinction while scientists, who 
have spent a life in service to the 
world remain neglected in the dis- 
tribution of awards. nit. 


NEW ACTS IN LONDON: » 
BIG HIT BY MICHONS 


_., London, July 29. 
- Opening yesterday (28) at the 
Palladium, Michon Bros. in “one,” 
with hoke magic and then to full 
stage with their spectacular 
springboard. .gymnastics proved 
worthy. of headline honors. 
Seymour’ Hicks, handicapped by 
a stretched ligament and _ not 
helped by a slow moving act, was 
courteously received. 

Don Cummings did very well. 
Michel, dancing xylophonist, for- 
merly at the Trocadero, stopped the 
show in the opening spot. | 

At the Holborn Empire, Christy 
and Nelson proved exceptionally 
clever acrobatic comedians, creating 
something of a furor. The turn 
Was ‘first ‘scheduled for the ‘Pal- 
ladium, but was switched ‘to the 
Holborn in order to avoid a conflict 
with the Michons. 

‘Bernard and Rich made a first 
rate impression also at the Hol- 
born. 


South 


American 


Buénos Aires, July 29. 

New in the local legit theatres 
include: 

Tairoffs, Russian troupe, going big 
at the Odeon. 

Victor Francen, from Paris, ex- 
tremely well at the Maipo theatre. 

Schwartz and Alder are success- 
ful at the Yiddish theatre. 


Barry-Fitzgibbon Set 


London, uly 29. 
Barry and Fitzgibbon open at the 
Palladium Aug. 18, and then go into 
the Hotel Savoy cabaret Aug. 25, for 
a fortnight. 


Charlot’s “Wunder Bar” 


London, July 29. 
Andre Charlot has the English 
rights to “Wunder Bar,” current in 
Berlin and will produce it in Lon- 
don. 
Shuberts hold the rights for New 
York and the ‘States. 


Francaise Actor Dies 
Paris, July 29. 
Jacques Fenoux, noted Comedie 
Francaise actor, is dead. 


he called himself Captain and why 
he- resigned from the board of 
Whitehall, suggesting the, reason 
was he pocketed a large amount 
raised for thé Middlesex Hospital 
atva charity matinee Pogson had 
organized. Denying this, Pogson 
said he had been made responsible 
for something over which he had 
no control, 

Latelv Pogson is in International 
Productions, formerly called Inter- 
national Cine. Productions and 4 
part of Filmophone Company when 
the latter was floated. Recently 
Filmophone and Inter, Cine. split 
and the former showed a good profit 
on its balance sheet a couple, of 
weeks ago. Pogson has approached 
City sources’ of high grade for 
money for ‘International | Produc- 


|tions company, but in at least one 


case a big finance house said it was 
not interested. 


Bits and Pieces t 

Quota ‘default prosecutions ° 
theatres are nodW a2 common form 0 
daily report. 

Pola Negri here again, At May 
Fair. 
Basil Dean starts shooting 
second for Radio Aug. 1. A. 4 
Milne’s “Perfect Alibi,” to be calle 
“The Fourth Wall this side. 


War- 


wick Ward in cast. 
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SCALE CUT 
FILMS 


London, July 29. 

“George Black, head of General 
‘?heatres, will cut admission prices 
in the chain’s provincial revue or 
vaude stands in half, broadcasting 
the action is part of a campaign to 


combat talking pictures. 
First house affected will be the 


. Hippodrome, Liverpool, theatre of 


3,000 capacity. Highest price here, 
Tbe, will be reduced to 37c. 

The Liverpool house will serve as 
an experiment. If the reduced scale 
works successfully, the same treat- 
‘ment will be applied to other houses 
‘in the chain with large capacities. 


Shuberts Go Strong for 
English Legit Players 
In New Shows for B’way 


London, July 29. 


Shuberts have made an offer to 
Frank Harvey to play his original 
role in his own play, “The Last 
Enemy,” in New York. He has de- 
clined, being more concerned in 
making a picture version of “Cape 
Forlorn” here. 

Reymond Massey, intended for the 
Shubert production in New York of 
“The Man in Possession” will not 
make the journey. Massey is now 
in the show in London but quits 
it Aug. 2 to undergo an operation. 
Owep Nares will take up the role in 
London. 

The New York cast for “The Man 
in. Possession” will include Leslie 
Banks, Isobel Jeans, Paul.Gill, Jane 
Eaglan, Leslie Perrin and Clarke 
Smith, all English. 

Lydia Sherwood has been engaged 
for “The Insult” to be done on 
Broadway by the Shuberts during 
the autumn. 


Paris, July 29. 
Sailings of players signed for 
Shubert productions are: Princess 
Yo Hay Tong and Kalil Ogly on 
the “Ille de France” Aug. 17. 
Isabel Jeans, Sept. 26 on the 
“Europa.” 


PIRANDELLO COMING 
OVER FOR 3 MONTHS 


Paris, July 29. 

The Shuberts have closed for four 
Pirandello plays. Two have been 
completed under the titles “Tonight 
We Improvise” and “As You Want 
Me.” Other two plays not yet com- 
pleted. They will entitled 
“Giants of the Mountain” and 
When You Are Somebody.” 

Pirandello will visit New York 
during the autumn and produce a 
Musical piece not yet completed, 
but to be called “Just Like That.” 
In the cast will be Jack Birls and 
Gad Gherson. The author will 
Spend three months in the States 
during the time making a trip to 
Hollywood. 

He sails from Berlin in Septem- 
to that city to submit 
a e Paramount office 15 scenarios 
— which will be selected the 
4 i Stories called for under an 
- On taken by Jesse Lasky dur- 
ng his recent trip in Europe. 

Shubert purchase is a 
“T; four-act piece entitled, 
qui Inspire Confiance” 
Who Inspires Trust’), 
Mar Armont and Leopold 
Seen ly will be handled by Har- 
and Broadway production 
Cheduled for September. 


American Billed 
Zurich, July 29. 
Mec S Three Songbirds, new at- 
hen ron at the Mascotte cabaret 
©, are billed as American. 


CLARKE, BIRKENHEAD, 
EXPLAINS BOOKINGS 


Birkenhead, England, July 16. 
“Variety,” London: 

I am, as you probably know, one 
of “Variety's” oldest subscribers in 
England. I have been away from 
home otherwise I would have com- 
municated with you before in refer- 


ence to paragraphs in Variety of 
June 25th, on pages 105 and 124 in 


which you mention the theatres 
for which I book. 
The limit placed on_ theatres 


booked by me of salaries up to $750 
is not correct as I have paid and do 
pay salaries equal to any other firm 
booking for the Provinces, for the 
five halls you name. 

Secondly, I may say that every 
American or foreign act with hardly 
an exception that has visited Eng- 
land has been offered to me and in 
a great many cases American artists 
have communicated with me direct 
with the object of playing the 
Argyle theatre, Birkenhead, which 
is apparently as well known to the 
profession in America as it is in 
England. 

I would like to state further that 
I do not confine my bookings to any 
agent or set of agents and have 
always been open to do business 
with any agency with. suitable ma- 
terial to offer. I may say that I 
have never known any of the well 
known circuits booking artists with 
the object of barring them from 
playing for me; I have always 
worked in harmony with the big 
circuits referred to. 

I would take it as a favor if you 
will contradict the statement in 
“Variety” as it is apt to cause mis- 
understanding with American ar- 
tists visiting England as far as I 


am concerned. 
D. J. CLARKE. 


SIMULTANEOUS WORLD 
PREMIERES OF 2 PLAYS 


Berlin, July 20. 

Charlie Chaplin is the subject of 
the well-known Austrian author, 
Norbert Garai’s new play, “Chap- 
lin’s Himmelfahrt” (“Chaplin’s Fly 
Towards Heaven’). 

Play will have’ simultaneous 
premiers at the Kammerspiele, Vi- 
enna, at the Schauspielhaus, in 
Frankfort-on-Main, as well as at 
one of the Leipzig theatres. 

The publishing house of Max 
Pfeffer is setting it for America and 
Engiand as well. 

At the “Theatre in der Behren- 
strasse,” in Berlin, and at one of 
the Shuberts’ New York stages an- 
other simultaneous premier’ will 
take place of a play by Felix Jo- 
achimsohn, “The Ugly Girl.” 


SUICIDE IN SYDNEY 


Sydney, July 29. 

Sidney Stirling, prominent stock 
actor associated with the William- 
son-Tait forces, died here last week. 
Other deaths among show people 
included the suicide of Dorothy 
Parker, employed by First National 
Pictures, following a nervous 
breakdown. 

Pearl Bayer, chorus girl, died in 
Sydney, the result of burns when 
her flimsy costume took fire from 
a heating apparatus, 


New Hotel in London 
London, July 29. 
Dorchester House, new hotel in 
Park Lane, under the direction of 
Sir Francis Towle, head of the 
Mayfair hotels, will be ready around 
the end of next May. 
Hostelry is said to be the last 
word in luxury. Establishment, fill- 
ing in with the new vogue for 
American bands, is already dicker- 
ing with Guy Lambardo, making an 


PROBABLY NEVER 
ELIMINATED 


Force Reich to Rescind Its 
Original Plans—Spadoni, 
Schultz et al. Still Active 
—State Subsidized Agency 
Grossed $175,000 First 
Three Months—Too Many 
Financial Strings 


‘RUSS MART FOR ACTS 


Berlin, July 19. 
The coming year, it is believed, 
will not spell the last of the variety 
agencies, and it is expected that 
apart from the State agency, “Pa- 


renna,” also other private agencies, 
such as Spadoni, Schultz, et al., will 
continue to exist. This hope is 
based on the lack of money on 
part of the Reich. 


It has been legally provided that 
all agents who should die would 
receive a single indemnification, if 
they had been licensed before 1914. 
This would cost the Reich many 
millions of marks. For economic 
reasons the matter of indemnifica- 
tion will have to be done away 
with and all agents permitted to 
continue business. 

The indemnification for the art- 
ists’ agents in itself would not be 
so expensive, as only 14 agents 
come inte consideration, but if they 


the new plan] to forego all claims 
on damages, if they are able to work 
for ‘a longer period than one year. 
Of course the agénts will con- 
sider this very thoroughly. 

The hope of the agents that the 
state subsidized “Parenna” would 
turn cut a failure has not come true. 
The “Parenna” 
officially since April 15 and in less 
than three months made contracts 
amounting to 700,000 marks ($175,- 
000). This is a considerable suc- 
cess considering the opposition this 


new undertaking met when first 
starting. 
The “Parenna” is progressing 


rapidly and at the moment is try- 
ing to open up the Russian field 
for the German acrobats. Around 
120 acrobatic acts can reckon upon 
doing good business in Russia this 
coming season. 

A report that the establishment 
of the “Parenna” cost 600,000 marks 
($150,000) is incorrect. The Reich 
declared itself willing to give 600,- 
000 marks credit to the “Parenna” 
for the first three years, to be re- 
turned by the “Parenna,” but if this 
agency continues to work as it has 
so far, it will only use a small 
amount of this credit, and there is 


no doubt about paying back. Estab- 
lishment of the “Parenna” did not 


cost one-tenth of the 600,000 marks. 
It is also said that the German 
government will lose the agents as 
taxpayers. However, the State was 
never in a position to really lay 
hands on the great income of the 
important agents while the “Pa- 
renna” itself, as well as its em- 
ployees, will surely have to be quite 
considerable taxpayers, 


DeBiere Bankrupt 


London, July 18. 
A receiving order in bankruptcy 
has just been made against Arnold 
deBiere, the conjuror. 
Last year deBiere picked up an 
odd $35,000, commission the 
dough he introduced to Goodson’s, 
exploiters of the unbreakable disk 
record. 
Another transaction of deBiere’s 
resulted in a minor $15,000, a rake- 
off on some German patents. 
Fact he’s bankrupt just shows 
how expensive conjurors’ gadgets 


offer of $2,500 a week. 


jmust be. 


AGENTS 


Economic Reasons Likely to 


were permitted to continue working, : 
they would be bound legally [this is. 


has been working, 


BRITISH EQUITY’S 1ST 


London, July 29. 


were for the English company 
headed for New York for the Shu- 
berts in “Nine Till Six.” 

Contracts were at first made out 
in letter form signed by Terry 
Byrne, agent for the Shuberts. 

Alfred Wall, secretary of the Lon- 
don Trades Council, which  in- 
cludes all the trade unions, said, “I 
think this letter contract is dis- 
graceful.” 

Auriol Lee wired to J. J. Shubert 
in Paris that British Equity forbade 
the company to sign a letter con- 


tract. Whereupon the Shuberts 
gave way and the troup is now 
signing the regular American 


Equity contract form at British 


Equity's dictation. 


STRIBLING N. G. FOR 
LONDON MUSIC HALLS 


London, July 29, 
After Monday night’s fight here, 
in which Young Stribling knocked 
out Phil Scott, the Englishman, in 
two rounds, Stribling (American) 
was offered to the London halls. 
Not even a nibble. 


GARDINER HELD OUT 


Ottawa, July 29. 
Complaint has been made _ to 
Canadian government officials that 


Shale Gardiner, English film actor, 
has been denied entry into the 
United States although he had been 


granted an American visa before 
leaving England. Gardiner, now in 
Canada, is waiting developments, 


but expects to return to England. 
He was refused admission under 
the quota law although he had been 
in Hollywood to play in a number 
of productions including “Disraeli,” 
“Three Live Ghosts,” and “Three 
Passions.” 

Gardiner claims he had contracts 
in Hollywood which he cannot fill. 
He may go into vaudeville on his 
return to the United Kingdom. 


ALL-COLORED BILL IN 
PARIS AS BENEFIT 


Paris, July 29. 

The Casino de Paris will stage an 
all-colored bill for a special matinee 
tomorrow (30) fer the benefit of 
the American colored gold _ star 
mothers, now back in Paris after 
visiting the battlefields of the World 
War. 

A bill has been assembled com- 
prising Noble Sissle, Louis Mitchell, 
Snow Fisher, Two Black Dots and 
srick Top. 

A long invitation list has been 
sent out for the occasion headed by 
the American Ambassador to France. 
Walter E. Edge. 


“Traffic”? Looks Good 
London, July 29. 
“Traffic,” an underworld thrillez 
dealing with the “white slave” 
theme, was well received upon open- 
ing at the Lyceum. 

Piece looks like a winner for this 
popular-prized house, which runs to 
melodramas. 

Stars are Dennis Neilson 
and Mary Glynne. 


Terry 


Oriental Conjuring Trick 
The Hague, July 29. 

At the Kursaal (casino) at Schev- 
eningen, sea shore resort near here. 
an Oriental conjurer named Okito 
has created a mild sensation by the 
novelty of his magic performance. 

His Chinese costumes and stage 
effects are reported to have cost 


parent cabinet. 


AMERICAN CONTRACTS 


First American contracts signed 
since newly formed British Equity 


OF U. S.-NOW IN CANADA 


$20,000. Feature of his act is an! 
illusion involving a shadow east 
into what appears to be a trans- 


ALL VIENNESE 
LEGIT DOOMED 
SOUND 


Vienna, July 29. 
The death-knell for the smaller 
Austrian theatres is literally spelled 
by the soundfilm judging by the 


near bankruptcy which is facing 
at least three Vienna theatres. All 
dramatic and operetta houses here 
are on the edge of ruin through 
lack of funds to pay off salaries 
falling due Aug. 1, much less the 
enormous state and municipal taxes. 

The summer heat combined with 
the superior draw of almost any 
of the averagely meritorious sound- 
film is the direct cause for this. 

With three of the houses on the 
actual brink of bankruptcy, urgent 
call for help to the state was met 
with a deaf ear, although the Aus- 
trian government has been latter- 
ly enriched by the new international 
loan. 

The big banks finally proved less 
hard-hearted and extended $30,000 
at a low interest and the Viennese 
theatres now have a new breath- 
ing spell until the next crash. 

The banks, however, asked Dr, 
Beer, director of the Deutschen 
Volkstheater, and Max Reinhardt 
to become guarantors for the loan. 
Dr. Beer assented but the eminent 
Professor Reinhardt, who is as good 
a business man as a showman, re- 
fused. 

Loans or no loans the smaller 
houses here are doomed to a cer- 
tain extermination by the advent of 
the “tonfilms,” as the sound and 
talker films are called locally. 


Am. Acts Must Demand 
A Clause to Prevent 


Cut-In by the English 


London, July 29. 

American acts accepting London 
dates for Stoll or Goneral Theatres 
at a cut, figuring they can augment 
their incomes by doubling in the 
cabarets, should insist in udvance 
upon a clause giving specific per- 
mission for such engagements in 
their contracts. 

In the absence of such a stipula- 
tion they will be barred from 
| doubling in cabarets unless the the- 
|atres are cut in on the extra salary. 
| The most recent case covering the 
situation is that of Barry and 
Whitledge, who were asked to 


double at the Cafe de Paris, with 
the Palladium management ac- 
quiescing on condition that the 


team cut the theatre in for $150 a 
week out of their cafe salary. 


HOPE HAMPTON GOES 
WITH PARIS OPERA 


Paris, July 29. 

Hope Hampton, who deserted the 
screen and stage for grand opera, 
has been engaged for a winter sea- 
son in the Paris Opera. 

She also has offers for appear- 
ances at Covent Garden, London 
and Vienna. 


Ushers Trebling and H. 


London, July 29. 
Harry and Frances Usher have 
been held over at the Mayfair hotel 
cabaret for their third week. 
Team is also playing the Wood- 


green and the Chez Henri. 
Frer’ Opera in Holland 
Ameterdam, July 29. 

French opera in Holland is a 
reality established under the aus- 
pices of the Dutch ambassador to 
| Paris. 
| Koopman, manager of the Opera 


Vedran, is in managerial control, 
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ONE NITE BUY FOR 
SHUBERTS’ “LADIES” 


A one night buy of limited pro- 
portions was made for “Ladies All,” 
which the Shuberts presented at the 


’orosco Monday. Although the 
Shuberts are in the new Theatre 
League which prohibits buys, the 


freak buy was made under the rules. 

One rule gives the management 
the right to full distribution of tick- 
ets for first and second nights. 
With indications of warm weather 
and a light demand at the Lex of- 
fice, the treasurer (Dick Moon) 
sought agency distribution on the 
basis of a straight sale of premiere 


tickets. Several agencies bought 
tickets, having had requests for 
them. Most of the brokers passed 


up the idea, not caring to chance a 
loss nor to get into a possible dis- 
pute with the League. 

The show is the sole Shubert pro- 
duction on Broadway at this time, 


Wright Loses Again 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Andy Wright lost again in his 
$100,000 damage suit against Equity, 
Superior Court Judge Edmonds 
throwing out his amended com- 
plaint alleging Equity with restraint 
of his production of “Philadelphia.” 
Court sustained demurrer of L B. 
Kornblum, Equity’s local attorney. 


Lahr Double Contract 
Matter Is Argued 


Application for a temporary in- 
junction restraining Bert Lahr from 
continuing in “Flying High,” was 
argued before Justice Collins last 
week, S. M. Fleisher of the 
office arguing for 
Aarons and Freedley, who started 
the proceedings and who claim a 
prior contract for Lahr’s services, 
and William Klein in defense. De- 
cision is expected this week, with 
the case probably going on the cal- 
endar for final argument in October. 
The application also seeks to re- 
strain Lahr from appearing for any 
other management durnig the life of 
his contract with Aarons and Freed- 
ley. 

In his argument Fleisher con- 
tended that Aarons and Freedley 
virtually raised Lahr from obscurity 
(in regards to Broadway) and 
placed him in position of being a 
star. He worked 70 weeks (in “Hold 
Everything”) under the _ original 
contract, which had a term of three 
years. It was further contended 
that George White, who engaged 
Lahr for “Flying High,” had full 
knowledge of the actor’s contract 
with Aarons and Freedley. 

For Lahr it was contended that 
the contract has a two weeks’ can- 
cellation clause, and therefore un- 
fair. Also that White built “Flying 
High” around Lahr and would suf- 
fer heavy loss if removed from the 
show. 

It was contended by Aarons and 
Freedley counsel that the Court of 
Appeals had previously upheld the 
equity of a contract with the two 
weeks’ clause, and that the matter 
on hand is a case of contract 
jumping. 


Burlesque at Capitol 


“La Tickero,” the burlesque 
operetta by Irving Caesar, will go 
on at the Capitol as the stage fea- 
ture of next week’s show. “Tickero” 
was written for the Friars Frolic 
last year at the Metropolitan and 
was repeated in the recent Friars 
shows out of town. 

Caesar will appear in the Capitol 
showing, as will Eddie Miller and 
James B. Carson of the original 
east. S. Jay Kaufman will direct 
St. 


ALGEIRS LEAVES MAYAN 
Los Angeles, July 28. 

#* Sid Algeirs is out as production 
manager of the Mayan theatre. No 
one has been appointed as succes- 
sor. 

Algeirs will devote his time to 
the management of a chain of min- 
iature golf courses. 


“JUDGE” RECAST 
Los Angeles, July 29. 
After a week’s run at the Vine St., 
“Oh, Judge,” musical, backed by the 
theatre owners, is being completely 
recast, with exception of the juve- 
nile, Rod McLennan. 300k and 
music may also be rewritten. 
Skow will continue during the 
alterations. 


WHAT OF ‘TATTLE TALES’? 


Leftwich Show Closes 
Sans Future 


in Boston 


Boston, July 29. 
Leftwich’s “Tattle 
Tales” is now in its last week at 
the Wilbur theatre. Business has 
been terrible. Show nearly as bad. 

Last week saw one big improve- 
ment. Leftwich picked up from 
howhere an eccentric dancer in the 
person of a 19-year-old boy. Audi- 
ence gave him tremendous applause 
without the Knowledge of the. cir- 
cumstances under which he was in 
the show. 

What will become of this produc- 
tion after closing Saturday night is 
still guesswork. Much must be done 
in the way of improvement before 
it will get decent box-office receipts. 


LOVE SUICIDE 


(Continued from page 1) 


Alexander 


is the American juvenile and dancer, 
Jack Forester, who became a third 
member of the Guy-Van Deuren 
dancing act when it went into 
vaudeville this past season and who 
accepted the engagement as a 
strictly business proposition. 

The only personal element in 
Forester’s affiliation with the Guy- 
Van Beuren act was that he and 
Van Beuren had been pals and 
room-mates up until a short time 
after the act went south to the 
Riviera, thence to Geneva, Milan, 
Rome, to Spanish territory and 
back to Paris. Only then did Miss 
Guy and Forester suspect Van Beu- 
ren’s basic feelings when it finally 
was brought home that a consuming 
jealousy was making the boy lose 
weight from loss of sleep and worry, 
finally capped by Van Beuren not 
speaking to his former buddy, For- 
ester. 

Didn’t Talk 


This peculiar situation was fur- 
ther heightened by the fact that 
both still shared their apartment, 
sleeping together, working together, 
but otherwise not speaking unless 
both had business occasion to do so 
when with Miss Guy. This apart- 
ment angle is accounted by a lease, 
as it’s much -cheaper in Paris to 
maintain an apartment, even though 
traveling on the road, where one 
can keep trunks, etc. 

Forester had long since left the 
three-act to start rehearsals in the 
spring for the “Milliardaire Revue” 
at the Apollo where he is co-starred 
with the Parisian chanteuse, Damia. 
When Miss Guy left the Palace 
revue last winter to make way for 
the reinauguration of the Raquel 
Meller season, she opened at the 
Empire, Paris’ sole big-time var- 
iety house, with Van Deuren as her 
partner. She was only mildly re- 
ceived. It was after this engage- 
ment that Forester became the third 
member of the turn. 


BANKER-SHOWMAN DEAL 


Oakland Fulton lLessee—Partner 
With Capitalist 
Oakland, Cal., July 29. 
Edward J. Hogarty, vice-presi- 


dent of the Bank of Italy, signed 
a partnership agreement last week 
with George Ebey, lessee of the 
Fulton. 

Hogarty buys into a corporation 
valued close to $1,000,000 including 
new Sweets Persian Garden and 
American Trust Branch Bank build- 
ing. 

Hogarty will become general 
manager with Ebey to have charge 
of productior., The Fulton scale 
reduces Sunday price to 75c. top. 

Leo Carrillo still a draw at the 
Dufwin. He will try out a new 
play, “Kebec,” in three weeks. 


“Reunion” Repairs 
“Reunion,” produced by Bela Blau, 
Inc., has folded for repairs after 
two weeks’ tryout. 
Piece will make a fresh start late 
next month. 


Watters Producing 


George Manker Watters plans to 
produce on his own. He authored 
the successful “Burlesque.” Recent- 
ly returned from the coast where he 
was writing scenarios. 

New play is of his own authoring. 
Not yet titled. 


Dempster Agenting 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Ann Dempster, Coast stock lead, 


has gone in for agenting. 
She became an associate last 
week in the Kathryn Kelly office. 


RENIE RIANO 


International Comedienne 
Returning to Broadway produc- 
tions in September. 

Management WILLIAM MORRIS 
OFFICE. 


Times’ Censers White’s 
Ad Against League by 
Suggesting Deletions 


Upon learning that the Theatre 
League had ordered several brokers 
who had not renewed the buy on 
his “Flying High,” at the Apollo, | 
New York, last week, not to 
sell any tickets for the show, 
George White, who is opposed to 
the League principle, started his 
own back to the box office cam- 
paign. He inserted extra space 
advs in the dailies, with enough 
response to encourage a _ further 
campaign and to declare that all 
ticket speculators should go out of 
business, 
The first adv when appearing in 
the “Times” happened to be under 
a heading “Motion Pictures.” Benny 
Holzman, for White, asked that the 
copy be run the following day with- 
out charge. The “Times’” business 
department countered with an offer 
to rerun the adv in half the space. 
The White office replied that either 
an error was made or it wasn’t, and 
either the adv be reinserted as orig- 
inally appearing or not at all. 
“Times” Wouldn’t Print 
Holzman was then asked to call 
at the “Times” office. There the 
matter of space was not argued, 
but the text of the copy was,. 
The adv would be rerun without 
charge, with the proviso that part 
of the copy be deleted. The ‘“‘Times” 
wanted the sentence, “Why should 
any group of theatrical managers 
sponsor a plan to force the theatre- 
going public to pay a premium for 
tickets?” Another sentence blue- 
penciled was: “No group of man- 
agers can force me to become a 
party to a plan which will compel 
the public to pay bootlegging prices 
for theatre tickets.” 

The deletions were refused and 
the copy did not reappear. Whether 
the suggestion came from Louis 
Wiley, business manager of the 
“Times,” or from the _ publisher's 
office was not intimated. 

The fact that the adv had been 
passed and published as originally 
submitted to the “Times” was sig- 
nificant in light of what followed. 
The presumption was that either 
the League or some individual in it 
had registered a squawk. 

The “Times” began a campaign 
to contro] the price of theatre tick- 
ets last season. At its start the 
actual sponsors for the League sat 
down at luncheon with Adolph Ochs 
and talked it over. The publisher's 
guests were Brock Pemberton and 


John McBride, the ticket broker. 
McBride’s had a_ control plan 
mapped out years ago. It is vir- 


tually the same plan as is now the 
League's. 

McBride's presented the plan to 
the managers at a time when Joe 
Leblang offered to shoulder the 
giant task of a central ticket of- 
fice for the theatres, The Leblans 
idea is still regarded as the nearest 
thing to proper ticket control yet 
thought out. When the managers 
refused to stick together, Leblang 
dropped the plan. 

The position of the “Times” in 
the ticket matter is well enough 
known on Broadway. However, its 
dramatic department is printing the 
news for and against the League 
apparently without any prejudice. 


Grace Brinkley’s Understudy 

Grace Brinkley, feminine lead in 
“Flying High” is out of the show 
for two weeks, because of a tonsil 
operation. 

Helene Miller, 
substituting. 


understudy, is 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Journey’s End” (Gilbert Mil- 
ler), Miller. 
_ “Words Without Music” 
(Murray Phillips), Lyceum. 
“After Tomorrow” (John 
Golden), Golden. 
“Luana” (Arthur Hammer- 
stein), Hammerstein. 
“Suspect” (C. B. Dillingham), 
Fulton. 
“Ninth Guest” (A. H. Woods), 
Eltinge. 


“Safe Investments” (Gilbert 
Riddell), President. 
“Little Show” (Brady & 


Wiman), Forrest. 


FUTURE PLAYS 


Paul Moss, fermerly associated 
with the Actor-Managers group, is 
stepping out as a producer on his 
own and will launch “Comic Strip,” 
comedy by Vivian Cosby and Shir- 
ley Warde latter part of next month. 

“Free of Charge,” comedy by 
Warren Lawrence, shelved for re- 
vision after previous tryout is being 
readied for another try next month 
by Lawrence Productions. 

Hiram Bloomingdale is reported 
financial backer. 

“Through the Night,” by Samuel 
Golding and Paul Dickey, has gone 
into rehearsal with Pilgrim Produc- 
tions, Inc., producing. It bows in 
out of town August 11 and follows 
into a New York house two weeks 
later. 

Cast includes Helen MacKellar 
Noel Tearle, John Westley, George 
McQuarries and others. 


“Words Without Music,” starring 
Lou Tellegen and with Murray 
Phillips, casting agent, as producer, 
went into rehearsal this week with 
cast on commonwealth sans bond 
security at Equity. 

Tellegen is reported as being the 
only one of the troup in on a guar- 
antee as well as percentage with no 
coin up for this at Equity either, 
but with star depending upon gen- 
tleman’s agreement with the pro- 
ducer. Piece will bow in cold at a 
New York Shubert house when 
ready. 

“1 Love an Actress,” dramatiza- 
tion of an Hungarian farce by Lazio 
Fodor, has been acquired for Amer- 
ican production by Stanley Ross. 


“Another Language,” by Rose 
Franken, is set as first for next sea- 
son by Philip Goodman. Now cast- 
ing and goes into rehearsal in two 
weeks. 

The second edition of “The Little 
Show” will not open cold at the 
Royale, New York, but instead will 
bow in at the Wilbur, Boston, Aug. 
11 for two weeks and follows into 
the Royale, New York, August 25. 

Brady, Wiman & Weatherly are 
again the producing triumvirate. 
Cast includes Al Trahan, Ruth 
Tester, Joe Lewis, Helen Gray, 
Kathryn Hamill, Davey Jones, Gloria 
Grafton, Joey Ray and Tashimira. 

Cast of “Safe Investments,” writ- 
ten for Emily Stevens by Gilbert 

Riddell, will be headed instead by 
Lyle Stackpoole, with James Marr, 
Helen Brewer, Georgia Clarke, Don- 
ald Lee, Conway Ferguson, Ralph 
Young and James Metcalfe. 

The opening date not yet de- 
finitely set. 

“About Town,” tentative title, 
Gordon-Erlanger show, is due for 
rehearsal Aug. 25, to open in Balti- 
more Sept. 26, and the following 
week in Washington, with Broad- 
way, no theatre selected, Oct. 13. 
Albertina Rasch will stage the 
dances, 

George Jessel’s “Cafe Ameri- 
caine” is the new title of “Die Wun- 
der-Bar,” from the Viennese, which 
Lee Shubert is presenting with Jes- 
sel starred and co-adapted by the 
actor and Irving Caesar. 

Lew Leslie’s new “Blackbirds” 
started something when they went 
into rehearsal. Instead of hiring a 
hall, Leslie got a big apartment 
house in Harlem where the show 
will rehearse until time of tryout 
date. 

The first date will be Asbury Park. 
Ethel Waters is the principal wom- 
an, with Flournoy Miller (Aubrey 
Lyles’ old stage partner) as one of 
the principal men. 

Joe Cook musical, untitled (Lew 
Gensler), Erlanger. 

“Prisoners of Hate, by John David 
of the Havard Club, will be pro- 
duced by Mischel Picard, producer 
of last year’s “Appearance.” 

“Shoes” will be placed in re- 
hearsal by Bernard Levey Aug. 11. 
Lee Mellard will direct. 

“Keys to Paradise” is being 


readied for immediate production by 
Lewis Gennsler. Now casting. 


ONLY 4 COAST STOCK 
STANDS DARK IN FALL 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Oliver Morosco reopens the Mis- 
sion, Long Beach, with “Peg o' My 
Heart” tomorrow (27), giving the 
Coast six active stock companies 
outside Los Angeles. 

Four other western companies, re- 
cruited out of Los Angeles, reopen 
around the end of August, leaving 
only four regular stock stands in- 
definitely dark. 

The Savoy Players at San Diego 
are operating through the summer 
on a guest star policy. Belle Ben- 
nett was billed this week in “Danc- 
ing Mothers,” Eugene O'Brien goes 
in next in “Steve,” with Betty 
Bronson to follow in “The High 
Road.” 

The tabernacle stock out of Phoe- 
nix, nearer the desert than the 
ocean but rating as Coast, is still 
playing, with the candy butchers do- 


ing their bit for the house. Last 
week's bill had “Under Arizona 
Skies,”’ 


Only tent show reported active in 
Los Angeles county is the Brunk 
company, pitched at Colton, playing 
two a week. 

At Oakland the Dufwin had Leo 
Carrillo in “They Knew What They 
Wanted,” after doing nicely with 
two weeks of “The Bad Man,” while 
Ebey at the Fulton had “Little Miss 
Bluebeard.” 

Richard Wilbur is in Hollywood 
recruiting for the fall opening of his 
Honolulu company. G. McCleod, of 
Victoria, is also in town lining up 
material for the September reopen- 
ing of the Royal theatre. 

British Guild Players at Van- 
couver closed last week with “The 
Naughty Wife” but are scheduled to 
reopen in six weeks. Norman Can- 
non, one of the lessees, is due in 
Hollywood next week to pick out 
play material. 

The Texas Grand theatre at El 
Paso, well off tidewater but also 
drawing on Hollywood for talent, 
reopens in September after the sum- 
mer’s remodeling. 

Spots for which no definite plans 
have appeared are of minor impor- 
tance: Show Shop at Glendale, 
Huntington at Huntington Park 
(the roof that was inhospitable to 
the tent-bred Shelley players), Cap- 
itol at° Long Beach (¥fox-West 
Coast), and Egyptian at Pasadena 
(just taken over by Pacific Coast 
Theatres, films). 


Morris’ Concert Tours 


Four names are under contract 
to William Morris for concert tours 
between now and 1932: Al Jolson, 
Will Rogers, Harry Lauder and 
Freda Hempel. 

Last mentioned starts concert en- 
gagements arranged by Morris in 
the fall, with Jolson preceding his 
American tour with dates abroad, 
maybe. 

togers is signed for tours starting 
in January, 1931, and 1932, Lauder’s 
next may be in the fall of 1931. 


Janet Gaynor Show Offer 
Hollywood, July 29. 

Possibilities in Janet Gaynor 4s 
a legit draw are seen by Al Cohn, 
scenario writer, and George Holland, 
They're dickering with the Fox star 
to appear in a local production, 
possibly of “Young Love.” 

A number of coast producers 
have toyed with the idea of putting 
on Samuel Raphaelson’s play, and 
a production with Dorothy Gish was 
contemplated for a time by Emerson 
Treacy and Walter Chenoweth. 

Miss Gaynor is still off the For 
lot, under contract but not on salary. 


“SUSANNA’S” REWRITE 
Los Angeles, July 29. 
Franklin Warner has engaged 
Harold Atteridge and Ted Snyder 
to work with Alfred Hustwick and 
Aubrey Stauffer, authors of “Oh! 
Susanna,” in the rewriting of the 


piece. Show is scheduled to 8? 
east early in August, 

Warner starts’. rehearsals next 
week. 


Flavin East with Ideas 


Culver City, July 29. 

Given a six months’ leave of ab- 
sence by Metro, Martin Flavin will 
spend the time in New York, wit 
probability that he will stase one 
of his plays there this season. 

Flavin has in mind a new ~ 
called “Spindrift,” which was tre 
out a few months ago at the Pasa 


dena Community Playhouse. 
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OUT-OF-TOWN 


DIVORCE ME, DEAR 


Philadelphia, July 29. 

“Divorce Me, Dear,” a new com- 
edy by Katharine Roberts, press 
agent and newspaper woman, open- 
ed last night at the Garrick as the 
Play of the Week Company’s 11th 
and final production of its second 
local summer season. This is the 
fourth new play presented by the 
company and impressed as having 
a chance for at least moderate pop- 
ular success. 

Story concerns decision of Ver- 
onica Vare, fascinating but unac- 
countable young matron, to be di- 
vorced from her husband, not be- 
cause he has been unfaithful, un- 


41 smoothly. 


kind or even incompatible, but 
rather because they get along too 
She clatms he knows her 
so well he even finishes her sen- 
tences and knows the points of her 
witty sayings before she has said 
them. 

She consults the family lawyer, 
telling him frankly that after the di- 
voree she is going to live with an- 
other man, not, however, 2s husband 
and wife. Lawyer aghast wants to 
know the grounds, but she declares 
simply that that is up to him, sug- 
gesting, as one thought, that her 
husband go to India or China for 
three years, thus creating a de- 
sertion situation. 

Lawyer and family learn all this 


before either husband or lover do. 
Former is at first thunderstruck, 
then angrily acquiescent. Latter is 
quite apparently bewildered, but 
accepts the situation thrust upon 
him. 

Second act transpires three years 
later, on eve of final decree of di- 
vorce. Husband has disappeared, 
not contesting suit, and lover and 
Veronica have been living together. 
They are planning to leave for 
Europe the following night. At this 
time hubby returns and Veronica 
is all a-thrill after lunching with 
him in a private dining room. She 
invites him to come to their home 
to live as long as he is in town 
and insists that her European trip 
be postponed. Lover is furious, not 
taking her attitude as well as hus- 
band did. 

The latter announces that he, too, 
has a girl with whom he is sailing 
for a foreign port. Veronica be- 


ACK DONAHUE 
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WITH 


INA MALO 


NOW IN ITS NINTH MONTH AT THE IMPERIAL THEATRE 


> 


Also playing at the Hippodrome, London, with 
Bobby Howes and Mirielle Perrey 


Will Soon Be Presented in Australia 


Sold to United Artists as a Starring Vehicle for Al Jolson 


Bartlett Simmons and 


From the original by 
Arthur Wimperis and Lauri Wylie 
Scenery by Joseph Urban 
Costumes .by Charles Le Maire 


Coming to the Imperial Theatre, Sept. 29th 


“PRINCESS 
Book JACK DONAHUE 


Lyrics by Arthur Swanstrom 
Music by Alfred Sirmay and 
Arthur Schwartz 
Albertina Rasch Ballet 


In the cast will be Victor Moore, George Grossmith, Danielle Bregis, 


others to be announced 


Next season a new operetta and a new musical comedy 


to be announced 


Staged by BOBBY CONNOLLY 


OBBY CONNOLL 


AND 


‘selves bill as a musical farce. 


comes terribly jealous to the point 
of pleading with him and admitting 
that she has been wrong and is still 
in love with him. The lover finds 
them in an embrace ané@ threatens 
‘dire things. 

Veronica says she is torn between 
her love for her husband and her 
duty to her lover—one of the clever- 
est of the conversational angles in 
Miss Roberts’ play—but the lover 
settles the thing, once and for all, 
stepping aside and admitting that 
Veronica is too much for him. 

The end is a bit fumbling and 
uneven, as if the author were Iook- 
ing for the most sparkling and 
graceful tag for her medy. Some 
other portions can be tightened and 
the lines of one or two of the minor 
characters may be improved. Even 
now, however, the final curtain falls 
at 10:50, but “Divorce Me, Dear” 
moves briskly and brightly from 
start to finish. 

It is by no means strikingly un- 
usual. General theme has_ been 
used often, last in “This Thing 
Called Love.’ Smooth and easy 
dialog that does not try to be un- 
duly smart or epigrammatic but 
sticks to the action and to the char- 
acters, is the big asset of the 
comedy. 

Jean Dixon, Melvyn Douglas and 
Harold Vermilyea played the lead- 
ing roles here. Miss Dixon did a 
fine piece of high comedy as the 
uncertain lady, and young Douglas 
again proved himself one of the 
stage’s most promising younger 
players by his assured and well 
balanced performance as the hus- 
band. Vermilyea was not even in 
his characterization of the lover, 
but capital in the scenes suggest- 
ing the complete bewilderment of 
this sorely-tried individual. 

Play is in three acts and two sets, 
with a.company of nine. It hardly 
shapes up as anything but a nice 
chance as a light comedy of love, 
divorce and a woman's change- 
ability. Waters. 


OH JUDGE 


Hollywood, July 25. 


Musical farce in two parts, by Gwen 
Meredith, George Bowles and Edward 
ixlsner. Presented by Frank Strong and 


Jack Wilson. Music by Lucien Denni; 
staged by Edward Elsner; dances by Eddie 
Prinz. Cast, featuring Bernard Granville, 
includes Rodney McLennan, Frank Braid- 
wood, Marie Wells, Mildred Costello, Frank 


Marlowe, Marie Hutchinson, Hal Redus, 
Frank Allen, Douglas Keaton, Albert 
Cross, Clarence Muse, Peggy Cornell, 
Randolph Scott, Nanette Vallon, Ev- 
elyn Hayes, Vangi Murray, Paisley 
Noon, Peggy Standee. At The Vine Street, 
Hollywood, Jully 22. $1.50 top. 


Imbued with the commercial logic 
that has made them pleasantly suc- 
cessful holders of property in Holly- 
wood, Messrs. Strong and Wilson 
have reasoned that a:theatre with 
lights is much more beneficial than 
a theatre in darkness. Whereupon 
they have opened what they them- 
To 
anyone east of Los Angeles it’s a 
tab. And if not one customer 
bought a ticket during an entire 
week the backers would be out not 
more than $5,500. Which again 
proves that the gentlemen: are busi- 
ness men. 

Strong and Wilson own the thea- 
tre, a nearby parking statior, and 
several other adjacent bits of dust. 
Otherwise there would be no “Oh, 
Judge!” If they come within $1.000 
of operating expenses weekly they 
will be content to remain open. 

In commenting on a tab, or on 
anything else passing in Los Angeles 
and vicinity as stage matter, con- 
templation always returns to rest 
upon Coast legit salaries and how 
they are accomplished. When $150 
is the top salary it may be seen 
that the declining scale leaves eight 
chorus girls not much more than 
stocking money. But the girls are 
beautifully tanned, and have that 
familiar California aura of health, 
so if they’re from the east originally 
they may be better off out here in 
the territory held equally by Heaven 
and the Rotary Club. 

Most people work for the love of 
it in legit out here because they 
hope they will be seen and grabbed 
for pictures. That few of them 
ever are does not tarnish the rain- 
bow’s pot of gold. 

Again, in returning to comment 
upon “Oh, Judge,” the musical 
comedy, it must be reiterated that 


Otherwise nobody will get any. 
where. 

Its music is monotonous but not 
irritating; its book becomes lost in 
a wild sideswing at farce in the 
second half. The cast, aside from 
Bernard Granville, knows little 
about dancing and singing or acting, 
but everyone seems to have a good 
time. And that, after all, is enough 
value for $1.50. The whole thing 
may be summed up as being poor, 
but not offensive. 

Book concerns the sentencing of 
several minor law violators to a 
health farm as a publicity stunt. 
it afford a chance to bring the girls 
on in tights, but otherwise little 
happens. 

Staging is economic, and dance 
numbers are handled well consid- 
ering that there is only the elas- 
ticity of eight girls. 

When a couple of realtors open a 
show for other than ordinary rea- 
sons, any opinion as to its com- 
mercial. value should be from the 
real estate angle. “Oh Judge!” 
ought to keep the Vine and Selmar 
corner lighted for about four weeks, 

ang. 


OH BETTY! 


Dayton, O., July 29. 

“Oh, Betty!” a comedy by Charles 
R. P. Evans, of New York, was pro- 
duced for the first time on any 
stage here by the Wright Players at 
the Victory and drew a difference 
of opinions, Critics of all three lo- 
cal papers agreed that the play was 
too talky, lacked action, and needed 
humor. 
made over into a straight farce it 
would have a better chance for suc- 
cess. W. H. Wrightrand J. Elmer 
Redelle, producers, believe that with 
slight revisions the play will go 
over as a comedy. 

Idea of the play is reminiscent of 
“Duley” and plays like “Meet the 
Wife” and “The Goldfish.” Heroine 
‘flirts about with every new man 
she meets and thus has a different 
husband in each of the three acts. 
At the last she is saved from a 
fourth and nearly gets a fifth as 
the final curtain descends. Miss 
Hanna did exceptionally well with 
a rather artificial character. 

It is the avowed intention of the 
producers to present Miss Hanna in 
the play on Broadway in the fall. 
For local consumption she and the 
four men playing leading roles as- 
sumed their own names, Charles 
Lyon, Baker Moore, Kiock Ryder 
and Johnny Moore. The play closes 
the fourth season of Wright Players 
stock here. A fifth will probably 
begin in September. 


TORCH SONG 


Atlantic City, July 29. 

Kenyon Nicholson's “Torch Song” 
at the Apollo last night is an 
observant, moving melodramatic 
picture of the faith that cleanses 
all. The author seems to have 
written into it just the right variety 
of heart rending drama and homely 
humor. What he did not accomplish 
in the writing, Arthur Hopkins, the 
producer, with his attention to act- 
ing and detail, made up for. The 
result is a play of simple charrn, 
through which the story, though in 
fact old fashioned enough, runs 
smoothly and naturally for two- 
thirds of the way, moving under a 
rather telling atmosphere until al- 
most the final curtain, ‘‘Torch 
Song” suddenly grew dim, but even 
in its last flickerings, retained some 
of its naivete. 

Set for the most part in a com- 
mercial hotel in Pomeroy, O.. 
“Torch Song” recounts the love of 
a traveling salesman for a song- 
stress in a road house outside Cin- 
cinnati. He hasn’t the nerve to tell 
her that a week hence he is. going 
to marry the only daughter of his 
employer, and leaves her a note of 
farewell while she is singing the 
song he requested. 

Almost a year later they meet 
again, he the successful drummer. 
she a Salvation Army lass. In or- 
der to hold Sunday morning ser- 
vices her corps takes lodging in the 
same hotel over night. and = 
clerk, hearing from anotjer knight 
of the grip. that the pair had once 
been sweethearts, places the girl in 
an adjoining room. 


1697 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY HANS BARTSCH 
PLAYS 
THOMAS BODKIN 
MILTON RAISON 
Gen. Press Representative Cable Address: “Habartsch, New York” 


Two of them believed thac 


“ 


4 | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
3 
a | 
5 
bk 
a 
| 
| 
| 
‘an 
| 
| 
1 | | 5 
| 
} 
te | | 
| 
| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
fj | 
| | 
| 
| | 
i 
| | 
} 
| 
4 
- 
4 
| : 
eA 


uly 30, 1930 
but 13 ows on Bwa Frisco Grosses 
| Philadelphia, July 29. Detroit, July 29 i Be 
not i Dope around here. runs to the 
t in San Francisco, July 29. | effect that Shubert agents have| J0SePh Pozar, midget, was struck ear 
ittle 4 company, came into the Curran with intent to take over aj/at the Fox theatre with Singer's 
ing, 3 e atre last week and copped the gravy Midgets. He was a member of the Poe OF 
oe <a $2 ae among the legitimate theatres. Hit Erlanger people had previously | troupe for 18 years. aS 
ug wi above ,000. scouted the property as a possible : coe 
den clo s Satur 4 The car which hit Pozar had 
ling With two sud sing CHI AS 1 SHOW TOWN Fay Bainter in “Caprice” at the | legit outlet but didn’t go any fur- ‘ ‘ #a ha 
1 
oor, and one premiere Monday, Geary in second week held passed a red light. Pozar’s remains 
day to 13 legits. “Sisters of Chorus,” Solo Attracti stron e e up | ther. will be cremated and shipped to his a 
of Broadway is down to gits. Gets $12,000 ction to intake of] If for legit the house will take | pome in Vienna. 
> a 3 The list offers the most meagre At » considerable back stage work, to 
ae 7 trical summer fare since the Chicago, July 29. Express” opened day and Ph dw include dressings rooms and en- Be. F apa 
‘irls 1 war. Indications are it is the low Chi legit continues in the nature| “It’s a Wise Child,” and sufferea.|/@"sing stage. House has _ been Provisional Notice eee a 
ttle : water mark, since there are three jOf a gag. ; Business fair but not what hoped straight pictures on a run basis Closing notice went up this week ba i! 
due in next week for resumed | .. This one-show town’s one show,{for. Got $7,500. while on the Fox Theatres sheets.|/on “Sons 0’ Guns” at the Imperial, ea F ah 
ide ments. They should more ae dropped It was never owned by the Fox cor- | New York. 
ore engage any further casualities |$12 000. week, getting| Virginia Dale, former dramatic poration, however. William Fox] Notice figured provisional since rae 
than this week-end Shuberts are bringing in “Artists Chicago “Journal,” is in}and Alert Greenfeld, realtor, own {advance sale for show has not been 
five musicals in|#24 Models,” moved up to Aug. 2| writing magazine stories. the house on their own. curtailed. wid 
one te important ning, which will make two ag 
ney and none of the big ones “ ” eae 
the money last. week. . “Vani- Sex” was due to open at the 4 
re! tur Garrick, but is off for the time be- : ie : 
nar ties,” the sole ig ing, to around Sept. 1 Cable Add 
The drop from the previous week’s Portwine, London 
pace was not less than $11,000. That Portwine, New York ch PS 
about represents to what extent the = + 
Carroll revue might, have 
tected had it an agency buy—for-: 
bidden by the League. For a fresh 
‘les attraction trade for “Vanities” is Season 1930-31 bi Pe 
ro- discouraging,, with the gross well eee) 
iny under the reputed stop limit. The ee te 
pending court case against the show] 
nce appears not to haye aided it, despite i at] 
lo- the publicity. _ Los Angeles, July 29. gt Fe 
vas “Flying .High” is. down, but as| Current week 1ocaiiy is making |} ie 
led on vanities, the boys sit up and rub the optics. 
‘ . “Sons o’ s drawn i i He 
past few weeks, but should ccme {four shows. running, well produced ; 
ner back. “Garrick Gaieties”’ is a minor and well acted, are getting fair aa ve ) 
ith affair with moderate grosses appar- | dough. resents Es : 
go ently satisfactory. “Who Cares”| Ina Claire, at the Belasco in “Re- Pg. Ee 
was ready to stop last Saturduy, but | pound,” opened to a class crowd and i a) a 
of a last-minute change gave it a life|managed to get four sell-outs on 9 bia) 
the —for this week anyhow. the week. Sticking to a $2.50 top, go 
ine Continued heat and fair week-|the house will get $13,000 for its ey hae 
lan ends have combined to drag down |/first stanza. No telling how long 
ent legit show patronage. Some are/|the piece will last, as Miss Claire ot EE 
ots. sticking on the grounds that better|is scheduled to make a _ picture iy oe 
conditions will be had from next |starting Aug. 1 9 i 
nail week on, when a spending class of] Elsie Ferguson, with “Fata Mor- With if {i 
liss , visitors is due and when the weather |gana” at the Hollywood Playhouse a 
ith is expected to improve. Broadway]in its second week will chalk up Be fe 
is so dull Saturdays ae owe close to $7,000, which is above par Arthur Byron ' i 
are for suspending performances |for this local three-timer. Another 7. 
ae 1 that day. It appears too late for|case of thoughtful production, get- Preceded by the Author’s “Anniversary” . ; 
all 4 trial this summer. ting money in a house where $4,500 i f 
the Money Shows has been top for the past six , ie 
ths. 
AS- “The Green Pastures” and “Lysis- 
‘les trata” are the money shows among |, To the Ladies,” at the El Capi- 
: an, with Glen Hunter, did average 
der the dramas, both. getting around b 
usiness at $5,000. Hunter and the 
Ses $25,000. That gross was only topped Hunter Brothers, endurance fliers B M | 
across the street at the Chinese, y arcel Pagnol 
honorable” is making a neat profit, the (Author of “Topaze’’) 
but all the others are just about able i 
wee and Models” was taken for seven performances. . Produced 4 i 
ot as a filler by the owners of the . 
off at the Majestic after a poor 
showing of seven weeks. “Lost |ouse, they are satisfied if they get if if 
for two weeks at the Selwyn, to re- : 
tic there Aug. 11. | ast: By Edouard Bourdet | 
Shows carded for reopening next | 
ord week are Miller: but the (Author of “The Captive’’) 
“Young Si Mag “To. {Start is good at 
ety “To the Ladies” (El Capitan, 2d 
ely week). Doing just average busi- 
mae ness at $5,000, which is about even THE DREYFUS AFFAIR 
ct- ELSIE FERGUSON PLAY olly wood 
rm, will bar By Hans J. Reltfisch and Wilhelm Herzog 
: : managerial allegiance next season |ing that business will be 
as reported but will remain under SOF: 
vO- : management of A. H. Woods. } “Oh Judge” "(Vine Street, 1st 
r & 3 < Miss Ferguson will be starred in week). Town’s only musical got a 
al- Her Greatest Role’ -by Courtney|/fair start at $4,000 for the first 
rch Savage. , seven shows. 


By Jacques Deval 
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Figures estimated and comment point te some attractions being 
= i successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest KATHARINE CORNEI I 


mediocrity or loss. The variance is explained in the difference in 


re 


Ouse capacities with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, 


with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. Variance in 
business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic DISHONORED | 
play is also considered. ; 
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day (28) “Who C nO in’ 
ares,” Chanin’s 46th St. (4th 
Lest Sheep,” Selwyn. Closed tem-| week) (R-1,413-$3.85), Was ta| Now Playing at St. James’ Theatre 
2 “Bons “y Saturday; eight weeks. have closed Saturday but stick-| 
i Week o 6Guns,” Imperial (36th ing this week hoping for a break; 
(M-1,466-$6.60). While $6,000. 
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4 NEGRO REVUES SET 
BROADWAY AUG. GOAL 


Four colored shows are in re- 
hearsal with each attempting to get 
the jump on the other by getting 
to Broadway first. The last of Au- 
gust, as a result, should see four 
all-Negro revues on the street at 
the same time. 

Whether he will make it or not, 
Will Morrissey is hurrying down 
the stretch with “Hot Rhythm,” 
scheduled for opening next Tues- 
day (Aug. 5) at the Vanderbilt. 

Another colored show is “Brown 
Buddies,” to be presented by Marty 
Forkins with Bill Robinson as star 
and part-owner. Adelaide Hall is 
featured in the cast. This show ex- 
pected to open by the middle of Au- 
gust. 

Connie Immerman is in rehearsal 
with a second edition of “Hot 
Chocolates,” featuring Bobbie Cox 
who appeared in the first edition, 
and Lew Leslie is getting together 
a new edition of “Blackbirds” with 
Miller and Lyles heading the cast. 
Both shows will open the latter part 
of August for New York runs, ac- 
cording to present figuring. 

The cast of the Morrissey show 
includes Johnny Lee Long, DMewey 
“Pigmeat” Markham, Hilda Perlina, 
Gertrude Saunders, Arlene Brooks, 
Arthur Bryson, the Midnite Step- 
pers, Three Black Aces, Pewee and 
Eddie, Joe Willis and Sam and 
Slappey. 


‘Last Mile’ Claim Trouble 


Los Angeles, July 29. 
Salary claims of the cast of “The 
Last Mile,” which lasted only one 
week in San Francisco after moving 
from Los Angeles, will be handled 

by the New York office of Equity. 
Although local production was 
ostensibly under auspices of the 
Macloons at the Majestic theatre 


- here, the producer was Ernest Ma- 


cauley, of the 46th Street theatre, 
New York. 


Baseball and Tea 


(Continued from page 1) 


talent from the American artists 
playing the town. 

Those who have been coerced into 
playing in the past include Lew 
Hearn, Billy Kent, Jack Edwards, 
Tex Macleod, Robert Armstrong, 
Regis Toomey, Bernard Nedell, Ben 
Welden, Eddie Smith, Herb Wil- 
liams, Murray Leslie, Clay Clement, 
Ben Blue, Syd Tracey, James Glea- 
son, Jack Perry and Bob Stickey. 

As baseball players most of these 
lads are pretty good comedians, but 
the casual natives don’t know the 
difference. 

There’s usually plenty of fun dur- 
ing the games. Those over here, not 
knowing the game, reckon it’s one 
way of killing Sunday afternoon. 

The audience is generally a mix- 


to get a breath of home atmosphere, 
and curious English sportsmen. The 
last named try to see the game 
doesn’t become too American. They 
won’t have their sacred Stamford 
Bridge ground, where one of Lon- 
don’s classiest football sides loses 
matches regularly, Americanized. 
Still Claiming 

There’s a great argument English- 
men always put up against the 
American baseball fans. They say 
the game isn’t American at all, but 
originated with “Rounders,” a game 
played in England since Adam. 

This argument is backed up by 
the statement General Abner Dou- 
bleday, who is supposed to have 
started baseball, came from Chip- 
ping Norton, a small village near 
Oxford. 

If that’s so it’s tough on Double- 
day, for Chipping Norton, unlike any 
other place in England except Lon- 
don, has a baseball team. It’s the 
world’s lousiest. 

Going to a game, so the Ameri- 
cans over here say, is a cure for the 
homesick. It gets ’em back to the 
old atmosphere. Game gets thor- 
oughly American, by the real fans 
putting over all the war cries, and 
the English spectators imitating ’em 
by way of giving ’em the razz. 
England comes into its own when 
the game is interruped regularly for 
a cup of afternoon tea, a ritual 
without which no English summer 
sporting fixture would be complete. 
Charlie Muirhead now has am- 
bitions. He’s heard of a place call- 
ed Wembley Stadium, where 200,000 
people once fought the police in 
order to see the final of the English 
football cup, and where 100,000 much 
better ordered, and very polite, peo- 
ple now’ see that final every year. 
Muirhead is fixing a game with 
the United States Naval Academy at 
the Stadium. Another inside rumor 
is the intention of forming a wom- 
ens’ team, with Sophie Tucker as 
captain, 


OH JUDGE 
(Continued from page 90) 


The restlessness in her heart de- 
ceives her into going to his room 
to instill in him the faith she has 
found out. But the old yearning 
proves too strong; in a short two 
hours all the months of faith have 
crashed about her, and in despair 
she casts off the army garment 
which she fears never fitted her. 

Her belief in her salvation is re- 
stored through the efforts of her 
lover who, in a somewhat weak 
third act, finds the way out for all 
concerned. 


It is a sort of modern “Thais” 
with the sexes reversed. While 
Nicholson has observed both 


shrewdly and sympathetically a 
corner of life; viewing it truthfully 
and smilingly and at times with 
tenderness, love and religion are a 
dangerous tandem to drive in the 
theatre. 

Joanna Roos, Harry Worth, 
Jobn Junior, Hal K. Dawson, Guy 
Kibbe, Dennie Moore, Russell Hicks 
and Paul Porter have the fattest 
parts of an able company. The play 
is in a prolog and three acts. 


ture of Americans in town, wanting Weintraub. 

HERMAN SHUMLIN Presents 
Staged by 
Chester 
Erskin 

WEXLEY 

The Most Exciting Play in New York 
Now IN 6th MONTH 
sam FARRIS THEATRE 


JAMES F. 


PAUL WHITEMAN 
Booking Exclusively Through His Own Office 


1560 Broadway 
New York City 


Personal Representative 


GILLESPIE 


PARISIAN FRONT 


(Continued from page 84) 


case in New York. He ought to 
come right over and meet this 
showgirl as a matter of fact. Her 
name is Fanny Delawnay and she 
felt she wasn’t getting enough pub- 
licity just showing off her beauti- 
ful body in the music hall every 
night. So she took to standing in 
front of her open window during 
the daytime clad only in a ravish- 
ing necklace. 

She got a warrant for outraging 
public decency. Her employers 
were furious because they claimed 
if she showed herself off free dur- 
ing the day the customers would 
stay away at night—but Fanny got 
the publicity. In fact one very witty 
newspaper gave her a story with 
this heading, “Exposure of Fanny 
Seen by Columnist as Publicity 
Stunt.” That certainly beats any 


that Earl Carroll ever got; but he 
never had a Fanny to deal with, 

Anna May Wong bought heaps 
of clothes when she was here and 
then she tripped over to London to 
do an English picture, and now she 
is in Vienna doing one in German. 
But she is coming back to Paris 
very soon and really learn French 
so she can do one in that language. 

This talker business is forcing 
education on the picture stars, all 
right. Rumor has it that “The Let- 
ter” might be rewritten.so that if 
played by Anna May she will get a 
real Chinaman’s chance on a darn 
good role, 

Fashion Situation Quiet 

Not a word on Fashions at this 
minute; all the mannequins are 
swanking it in midsummer gowns 
and snappy beach costumes. And 
all the big dressmakers are hiding 
behind closed doors refusing to see 
anyone; in fact working hard on the 
designs for the new winter clothes. 

A Finnish Javanese 
J. J. Shubert, when stopping at 


the Claridge, kept an eye out fom 
new talent. He hit on the 
“Revue Milliardaire” (the one with 
Jack Forester and Damia, mention« 
ed here last week), which is gaspe 
ing its last. Notice has been Poste 
ed that they close Aug. 30. 


Shubert is trying to book the 
Javenese dancer, Princess Yo Haye 
Tong, who says she dances only by 
inspiration and her knowledge of 
the sacred Javanese dances. 

She used to dance before the king 
when her father held a high place 
in the court of Batavia in Java, 
Three years ago in Persia she met 
up with Kalil Ogli, who is a Finn 
by birth, and a pantomimist-dancer 
on the Russian order. He seemed 
just right for a team and they’ve 
been together ever since, uancing 
on the Continent. 

Outside of that and the fact that 
she dances best in full moonlight, 
there’s nothing to prove that she 
is a princess. But she is a good 
dancer, and her costumes are exotic 
enough to hold any audience. 


A REVUE YOU’VE BEEN WAITING FOR 


THE 


BRADY & WIMAN PRODUCTIONS CORP. 
and TOM WEATHERLY 


present 


SECON 
LITTLE 
SHOW 


with 


AL TRAHAN 
RUTH TESTER, JOE LEWIS, KATHRYN HAMILL 
DAVEY JONES, GLORIA GRAFTON, JOEY RAY 


and a Knockout Chorus 


HELEN GRAY, YUKONA CAMERON and TASHAMIRA 


OTHER BRADY & WIMAN PRODUCTIONS | 
Scheduled for the 1930-31 season 


“A GRACEFUL GENERATION” 


By KNOWLES ENTRIKIN 


“HOPE HAVEN” | 


By L. G. LIPPMAN and PHILIP DUNNING 


“MRS. COOK’S TOUR” 


By JOHN FLOYD and J. KIRBY HAWKES 


“THE STRAD MYSTERY” 


By MARYA MANNES 
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Literati 


Tab Tactics 

That a tab is a tab or anything 
want to call it is becoming more 
jmpressed upon the reading public 
with almost every issue. Perhaps 
the limit of tabloid “journalism 
was reached Monday when the New 
York “Evening Graphic” printed a 
story that the former Jeanette 
Hackett, now Mrs. John Steele, who 
was married to Steele, the tenor, 
about two months ago, had a son 
born two weeks ago. Miss Hackett 
has been on the stage, principally 
in vaudeville. 

The story had been tossed into 
all of the tabs’ offices in New York. 
Probably on sale. Another tab al- 
most went for it, but decency finally 
prevailed. 

Meanwhile Mrs. Steele and her son 
with her husband were in a cottage 
at Stamford, Conn. The first the 
Steeles knew the tabs were after 
them was when they detected cam- 
eramen hiding behind trees near 
their home. The tab photographers 
were waiting to take a picture of 
the mother and baby around the 
house. 

The Steele affair has been no 
gecret. Through court delays the 
couple were unable to marry until 
in May when the martial difficulties 
were removed and the ceremony 
performed. 


you 


50 or Bust—and Bust! 

Once they all used to write plays. 
Now they all write books. Fiction, 
biography, travel—anything. Must 
write a book. Why? Self-expres- 
gion, and all that sort of thing. But 
the writers, or would-be writers, are 
not as much to blame as the pub- 
lishers. They publish all those 
things. Why? You tell ’em! 

Funny business, book publishing. 
Publishers say the business is shot. 
At a dollar a book, no profit. At 
two-fifty and more, few will buy. 
But they go ahead and publish books. 
And what books! And how many! 

It seems the book publishers work 
this way. If one got out 50 books 
the year before he must get out at 
least that number this year, or more. 
He needs that number to make up 
his “list,” whatever that is. If he 
can only get 25 good books towards 
that necessary 50, he will not cur- 
tail his “list” to 25. He must get 
out 50 or bust. He gets 50 and goes 
bust. 

So many books published people 
can’t read them all if they wanted 
to. They don’t want to. It’s esti- 
mated that about a third of the books 
published are never read beyond the 
book reviewers. Many books not 


even read by the reviewers. And as 
for sales—headaches. 
But while publishers continue 


making up “lists,’ everybody will 
continue writing books. 


Femme Diplomacy 

Mrs. Eleanor Medill Patterson’s 
new job as editor of the Washing- 
ton “Herald,” gives both a break. 
Paper needs a personage like Mrs. 
Patterson, of the Chicago “Trib”- 
New York “Daily News’-“Liberty” 
McCormick-Pattersons for that 
class to enable it to better compete 
With the Washington “Post.” With 
the “Herald” to work with, Mrs. 
Patterson will be able to give aces 
and spades to Mrs. Nicholas Long- 
worth in those diplomatic matters 
in which the women of the capital 
figure. 

No money involved in the Patter- 
Son-“Herald” tie-up, it is said, as 
the daily is not nor ever was for 


fale. Just a matter of mutual ad- 
Vantage. 

Mrs. Patterson, when not in news- 
Paper work or politics, is Mrs. 
Elmer Schlesinger. 

London Dailies Up 

Although most of the London 


dailies are curtailing staff and it’s 
noticeable the ad lineage is off, the 
Circulation of the leading dailies 
continues to zoom. The “Mail” and 

Express” are creeping up to the 
2,000,000 mark. “Mail” now stands 
at 1,870,000, an increase of 40,000 
on its last month’s figures, and the 
Express” turns 1,700,000, 

The newly reorganized “Herald” 
lists 1,078,000, up 3,000 on the pre- 
vious month, running joint third 
tae the “News Chronicle,” which 

round the 1,000,000 spot. 


Twins as Reporters 
repertorial work being done 
Olive so-called “Mirror” Twins, 
* and Helen Parish (17 years 
old) has been regarded in some 
adel 4S a publicity gag for the 
“Mire Phe girls each day in the 
are photographed with 


The 
by the 


by an “interview” 
twins, 

It’s reported “inside” that the 
Parish twins’ dad is very well to 
do and very close to William Ran- 
dolph Hearst, who is responsible 
for their space and daily pictures 
in the “Mirror.” In other words, 
they appear a “Must,” and “musts” 
nine times out of 10 are strictly 
obeyed by Hearst makeup men. 

Mostly stage people have been 
selected with none of the interviews 
so far taken seriously either by the 
Hearst interests or the readers. 


— 


J. P. McEvoy’s Past 


Reports that J. P. McEvoy in- 
tends returning to the greeting card 
field of writing causing woe among 
greeting card writers who recognize 
in McEvoy dire competition. 

McEvoy, one- of the foremost 
greeting card writers developed in 
this country, if not in the world, 
and if a greeting card writer can 
be said to develop, admitted to 
have made greeting card writing a 


Hollywood’s Reading 


(Consensus of demand with 
Esme Warde, Satyr book shop, 
Pat Hunt, and the Hollywood 
book store for July.) 

FICTION 
1. “Queer People,” Carroll and 

Garrett Graham. 
2. “Sweet Man,” 

Millen. 

3. “Night Nurse,” Dora Macy. 
4. “Laughing Boy,” Oliver La 
Farge. 
GENERAL 
1. “Strange Death of President 

Harding,’ Gaston B, Means. 
2. “Last Paradise,” Hickman 

Pawell. 


3. “Green Pastures,” play by 
Marc Connelly. 


credited to the 


Gilmore 


4. “The Raven,” Marquis 
James. 

5. “Mata Hari,” Major Thomas 
Coulson. 


6. “The Power and Secrets of 
the Jesuits,” Phillip Miller, 


(Hollywood book business 
for July was “Queer People” 
and “Sweet Man.” Popular 
demand agreed thct three local 
boys, who hitherto had taken 
no part with the literati, had 
.clicked good. The Garrett 
brothers held the top their 
second month, and Millen’s 
study in black and _ white 
moved up from fifth to second 
place.) 


recognized profession. He was the 
first greeting card writer to be ad- 
mitted into the Authors’ League of 
America, maybe because he was the 
first greeting card writer to possess 
the necessary dues. Anyhow, he 
was taken in—both ways. 

McEvoy grew in fame and pres- 
tige until he began to command 
fancy prices for his greeting card 
rhymes, jingles and phrases. In 
fact, tt enabled him to buy a type- 
writer with which to turn out “The 
Potters,” and thus started him in 
to make a living. 

After he wrote “Americana,” etc., 
and the two “Show Girls,’ McEvoy 


Some cel; b, 


Which is accompanied | and 


gave up greeting cards. But he 
didn’t entirely forget them, for in 
“Show Girl’ he made one of the 
principal characters a greeting card 


| salesman. 


Now, they say, McEvoy may write 
again. Because he 


the finer things in 


greeting cards 
wants to do 
literature. 
Carmel’s Literati 
Biggest literary Who’s Who 
capita is at Carmel, Calif., a sleepy 
coast town in the central part of 
the state about 125 miles from San 
Francisco. Cool climate and the 
fact that no one worries about any- 
one else’s business has made it a 
spot popular with the writing fra- 
ternity. 
Literary influence is so strong 
that this year they elected a poet 
Chief social contacts are at 


mayor. 
a weekly baseball game, in which 
the writers compete with the 


townspeople. 

Harry Leon Wilson is the most 
seasoned writer of the town, having 
lived there fifteen years. Sam 
Blythe has also been a resident of 


the district for nearly the same 

period. 

Lincoln Steffens, James Hopper 
Holman Day have also had 


per 


Carmel addresses the year-round 
for quite a time. Among others of 
the writing profession in Carmel 
are Frederick R. Bechdolt, Talbot 
Josselyn, Perry Newbury, James 
Dorrance and John Calvin. 


Bathers Snapped 


It is against the rules to take 
pictures, snapshots or otherwise of 
Bailey’s Beach at Newport, the most 
exclusive bathing place in the 
world, The general public is 
unable to catch even a glimpse of 
the fashionable throng of bathers 


and spectators. The New York 
“American” recently secured a 
scoop, publishing several photos 


taken by long-distance camera in 
the Goodyear blimp, “Mayfair.” 
By a coincidence Mrs. William 


Randolph Hearst, wife of the owner 
of the International Newsreel, 
which copyrighted the pictures, 
was recently entertained at New- 
port by Mrs. Tiffany Saportas, 


Mrs. Hughes Writing 
Mrs. Rupert Hughes has also gone 
literati. “American Magazine” has 
bought her first short story and has 
given her a bid for several others. 
Before Mrs. Hughes’ marriage she 
was Patterson Dial, picture actress. 


Eugene Zukor’s Book 

Eugene Zukor, of the Paramount 
Zukors, who, when not vy. p. ’ing in 
the Par-Publix organization, draws 
caricatures, has had his rst series 
collected in book form, titled “Isn’t 
It So,” with foreword by Max Lief, 
under Tree & Jacobs imprint. Two 


— 


editions, $2.50 and $5, latter limited 
to 100 copies, autographed, etc. 
Hersey’s Forethought 

Harold Hersey is back from that 
vacation trip with the missus and is 
again reading manuscripts for his 
string of mags. Hersey is so cone 
siderate a guy that when leaving on 
a trip he tells contributors to hold 
off until he returns. Or maybe it's 
because he wants to enjoy his va- 
cation. 

Hersey’s latest is a buy of “Dance 
Magazine.” It first comes out under 
its new direction in September. 


English CTon’t Cut 


British book publishers taking no 
cognizance of the dollar book thing 


(Continued on page 95) 


LYNNE OVERMAN 
HENRY STEPHENSON 


BELASCO THEATRE 


Under the Sole Management of David Belasco 


TUESDAY EVENING, AUGUST FIFTH 


DAVID BELASCO 


Will Present 


A NEW COMEDY BY 


. Alexander Engel and Alfred Grunwald 
Adapted by Frederic and Fanny Hatton 


WITH 


and a Notewerthy Supporting Company 


IRENE PURCELL 
CHARLOTTE GRANVILLE 


SIDNEY TOLER 


PORTER HALL 
JOSEPH STRIK 


MINOR WATSON. 


HARLAN BRIGGS 


ON TOUR 


DAVID BELASCO 


Presents 


“It’s a Wise Child’’ 


A Comedy by Laurence E. Johnson 


with the Original Belasco Theatre Company, including 


MILDRED McCOY 
LEILA BENNETT 
HELEN LOWELL 
OLGA KROLOW 
GEORGE WALCOTT 


ER 


IN PREPARATION 
A New Play for BETH MERRILL 
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hi 


LAURENCE RIVERS 


Presents 


T H 
“America’s Finest Play” 


“Go and see ‘The Green Pastures’ 
It is simply and briefly one of the 


finest things the theatre of our 
generation has seen.” 
Robert Littel, “WORLD” 


PASTURES” 


By MARC CONNELLY 


Suggested by Roark Bradford’s Southern 
Sketches, “Ol’ Man Adam an’ His Chillun” 


PULITZER PRIZE PLAY 1930 


MANSFIELD THEATRE 


West 47th Street, New York 


Who Has Never Been in Burlesque or 
Written Burlesque Bits and Scenes 


Has Just Completed Writing on the 


8th Edition of 


Earl Carroll’s 
Current at the New Amsterdam Theatre, New York 


Now Back in Hollywood 


Now Writing for Olsen and Johnson on “Fifty Million Frenchmen” 


New York Address: 


Friars Club, 110 West 48th St. 


| The European Runaround 
By Frank Scully 


: Paris, July 19, 

Bill Tilden, decreed by the Stage Society a year ago to be an act 
and now, thanks to his winning the Wimbledon tennis title for the Pee 
time in nine years a big name again, has a play in his temperamental 
tete that managers might listen to. 

He wants to write it first as a novel and then recast it for the 
Stage and talkers, Idea is a mystery meller with action chiefly on 
tennis courts. 

Villain’s gag is to fetch the big shots with poisoned tennis balls, 
with, some big mugg in the U. S. T. A., no doubt, as the villain. 

This would get a big hand from all tennis troupers whose incomes 
have been slashed to pieces by the governing body’s interference with 
an amateur’s swindle sheet. 


The Wages of Amateurism 
Tilden has been over here six months now. He did a route of split 
weeks on the Riviera with Junior Coen all winter, then moved up to 
Paris and London to the big time. A wise boy, Hoover prosperity hasn’t 
frayed his white pants a bit. If he had followed Vincent Richards, into 
the pro-ranks he’d now, at 38, be working for a living. As it is he 
lives well as an amateur and is his own boss. 


P. A. Lucky Boys 

Charlie Cochran's daily dozen “musts” continue to make “The Mail” 
columns as reading matter, thereby tilting Swaff’s temp to 104 every 
morning. Some of it is, in all honesty, terrible tripe. Trouble seems 
to be that with the space assured nobody's half trying. Copy gets by 
that wouldn't even make the Three-I League. Merit system at least 
has the advantage of making p. a.’s work harder. 

It's a dopo editor who lets stuff get by that isn’t at least readable to 
ehim. Reader reaction must be even more depressing. 


Year Late with An Alibi 

“First Mrs. Frazer,” which a certain mugg, who shall be nameless, 
gave 10 weeks at the Haymarket with the next stop Golders Green, 
is now in its second year. Besides being a break for Henry Ainley, who 
had a two-year layoff before he got the Scotch-accented role, Marie 
Tempest, who had had several flops before she frazered into big money 
again, and St. John Ervine, who authored the comedy, Mrs. Frazer has 
kept the Haymarket frqm going talker. 

Latest explanation of the show's continued success is that the house 
is right next to the American Express’s money-changing windows, and 
Sinjun and Tempest are names well known to the tourists mob. 

Lady McCarthy’s Lovers 

Lady McCarthy, one of the Monte Carlo plungers, is writing a book 
that should be a burnup. Inside racketeering of the Casino crowd is 
laid on the line, and her own weakness for dogs, gigs and other fauna 
is not overlooked either. 

She tells of getting letters calling her to lengthen her dresses. 
Dowager-built otherwise, her gams are her chief appeal, she says. So 
she shortened her skirts even more. 

An instance of a scrap with the Hotel de Paris, where she lives half 
the year comes in for an airing. Management politely asked her to 
dance more with gentlemen and less with gigolos. She replied she didn’t 
know any gentlemen, and if she ever met any she'd be sure they'd 
be bunyon-minded when it came to hot hoofing. 

Monte Carlo’s Morals 

Only twice, she writes, has she been gypped by a gig and both timeg 
it was an Englishman. Which may shock England. 

She gives the newspaper boys a burning, too. Tells one who thought 
he had husband privileges for every good word he wrote and even tried 
to “or else” several titled dames who said, “No!” 

Her exit line is a darb. “In Monte it’s not a question any longer of 
who you are or how much you're worth, but who were you with last 
night.” 

Book will be privately printed. That will be tough on Sumner and 
Smoot. 


To Hell for 8c 

France hasn’t any more prejudices against Negroes than the Congo. In 
fact they import jungle people by the thousand and run them through 
a course of civilization so that after two years in the French army they 
prefer beans any day to a missionary’s shin-bone. 

A film mob acting with one of these regiments at Frejus in the 
South of France got plenty of laughs out of their antics. Ordered to do 
their nude jungle stuff, the delightful brunets wouldn’t strip. Not @ 
bit of it. Said with a laugh that it was against their religion. 

Finally the producer b-ibcd them two francs each. They accepted, 
being willing to go to hell apparently for 8 cents. 

But even then they wouldn't take off their shoes. 


STILL BREAKING RECORDS 


The Longest Run Attraction in New York 


BROCK PEMBERTON’S Production of 


“STRICTLY 


Preston Sturges’ Famous Comedy 


with TULLIO CARMINATI 


Staged by Antoinette Perry and Mr. Pemberton 


11th Month at Avon Theatre, New York 
Record Runs for Season at Adelphi, Chicago; 
Biltmore, Los Angeles; Columbia, San Francisco © 
Four American Companies Next Season and Productions 
in Principal Foreign Countries 
Talkie Rights Sold to Universal 
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jn this country, and in many in- 
gtances getting twice the American 
publishers’ prices for the same 
er in point is H, G, Wells’ new 
book, “The Autocracy of Mr. Par- 
ham.” Over here it sells for $1, 
while for the British edition they 
are asking 7/6, which is about twice 
a dollar in English money. If Brit- 
- gsh readers knew it, they could buy 
this and other books in this country, 
including the import duty, for 
much less than asked over there. 


Announcing a Baby 


Claude Binyon of “Variety’s” 
Hollywood staff only has a baby 
now and then. His first appeared 
earlier this month, announced by 
Claude per card in this way: 
Florence and Claude Binyon present 

(By arrangement) 

Claude Howard Binyon, Jr. 
Adapted by Florence Binyon from 
a not.very original idea by 
Claude Binyon 
Sunday, July 13, 1930 
Osteopathic. Hospital 


Admit Two Los Angeles 


Stock Cuts 


Standard summer photos are drift- 
ing back into the English papers. 
Point about the London tabs is they 
just don’t care much what it is so 
long as it’s a picture. 

Every. year certain cuts get an an- 
nual airing, coming in to fill an odd 
corner. There’s the one showing the 
farmers draped round the village 
war memorial, which makes its bow 
every Armistice Day. Another has 
just had its annual, showing city 
girls mowing hay. 

Some readers cut ’em out. 


Chiseling! 
Some of the class mags, running 
smaller in size the last few months 
because of decreased advertising 


$9,000 FOR 
910 A YEAR 


AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT 
POLICY 


Here’s a 500-to-1 shot—$5,000 
with $25 weekly indemnity, cost- 
ing less than 3c. a day. 

‘As an automobilist or pedestrian 
~ live among these daily haz- 
ards. 


DON’T GAMBLE WITH 
FATE 
GAMBLE WITH US! 


Mail or Phone for Details 
Only One Policy to an Applicant 


JOHN J. KEMP 


Specialist in All Lines of 


INSURANCE 


551 FIFTH AVE., N. Y. C. 
Phones Murray Hill 7838-9 


Howell, Harger and Naldi when 
playing LONDON always stay at the 


Coventry Court Hotel 


Whitcomb Street, Leicester Square 
Phone Gerrard 7615 
Telegrams COVENCOURT, Westrand 
London 
Hot and cold running water and 

Dhone in every room. 
J. F. HOWLETT, Manager 


copy, fool their readers by making 
them believe they get just as much 
fiction as before. While using about 
the same number of stories per issue 
as before, the stories are cut in size, 
and as they are paid for by wordage, 
the same number of stories cost the 
mags less. 

One cf the women’s mags, and a 
leader in its field, now uses stories 
as short as 2,000 words. Formerly 
the mag never ran a story less than 
5,000 words. 


Paying for Puzzles 

All the English papers carry cross- 
word puzzles these days. Lots of 
the out of work newspapermen in 
the town, finding their receipts from 
odd articles are down very consider- 
ably due to the general trade de- 
pression, are turning out the 
puzzles. 

There’s’an agency in Fleet street 
which sells to the papers, giving the 
puzzle writers $15 each for them. 

One man, a legman out of work, 
knocked off three before lunch one 
day. Wouldn’t go back of the news 
desk if he had the chance. 


P. A. Cashes in on Cohan Serial 

When Charlie Washburn, p.a. for 
George Cohan, first suggésted the 
Cohan yarn, “Broadway as it Was, 
Is and Will Be,” now appearing seri- 
ally in New York “Evening World,” 
he offered it as a one-time pub- 
licity story for his boss. Washburn 
never figured it would stretch into 
a 29-day serial and he now stands 
to cut in on the syndicate rights. 
Last article appears Saturday (26). 

The “Evening World” sensed the 
Cohan value and went for it quick. 
The serial has been adding readers 
evidenced by the fact that an er- 
rored reference made in the yarn 
brought ever 100 corrections in a 
single day.. The “Saturday Eve- 
ning Post” turned down the serial 
because a similar story by Cohan 
had run sometime previously in 
“Liberty.” 


Sells Spanish Paper 

James P, Chalmers, who for years 
published the “Moving Picture 
World,” is now out of the publish- 
ing field entirely, he having dis- 
posed of his Spanish-language film 
paper, “Cine-If{undial,” to a num- 
ber of associates. 

New publisher is F. G. Ortega, 
who some years ago sold Chalmers 
the idea for the Spanish-language 
film paper. Ortega is otherwise the 
American representative num- 
ber of Spanish-language publica- 
tions, A. J,. Chalmers and E, L. 
Hall are also in with Ortega on 
“Cine- Mundial.” 


Kaufman and “Times” 
George S, Kaufman, playwright 
and drama editor of the New York 
“Times,” will retain his association 
with the paper, but do no active 
work in connection with its dra- 
matic department next season. John 
Byram to be in charge. 
Newark’s Preparedness 
The “New Jersey Freie Zeitung,” 
Newark German paper, is sponsor- 
ing the ‘Newark Free Press,” a new 
morning paper. About the same 
staff gets it out as makes up the 
German sheet. 


Abdullah’s One Picture 
Completing his one picture agree- 
ment with Metro on the coast, Ach- 
med Abdullah has returned to New 
York. 
Abdullah wrote “The Song of In- 
dia” for the studio. 


$100 Travesty 
“Lady Slipperly’s Rubbers,” trav- 
esty on the suppressed “‘Lady Chat- 
terly’s Lover,” is due for private 
publication soon, very private. 
About 150 copies and at $100 each. 
Plates to be destroyed. There will 


be illustrations, by a well known 
comic artist whose style is easily 
recognizable. Plenty of new words 
and phrases are promised, with 
indications the travesty will be 
much more amusing than the 
original, That wouldn't be difficult. 


New Dime Mag Out 


First fan mag to buck Wool- 
worth’s “New Movie” and selling 
at latter’s low price, 10c, will be 
“The Silver Screen,” with Ruth 
Waterbury editor. Outside backing 
reported launching the new venture. 
Miss Waterbury formerly with 
“Photoplay” also was once editor 
of “Smart Set.” 


Grand a Picture 


Leslie Thrasher’s contract on cov- 
ers; for “Liberty” has another two 
years torun. The young artist gets 
a grand weekly for each cover. The 
series :s called “Loves of 


“American Girl’ Selected 
“American Girl,”. by John Tunis, 
of the New York “Evening Post” 
sports staff, will be the August se- 
lection of the Book League of 
America, 


Hidden Cameras 
The Los Angeles “Evening Her- 
ald” is feauring a daily series of 


photograph of court cases. The 
camera is hidden between chairs, on 
walls, or on the person of the pho- 
tographer, so as to get the charac- 
ters in a natural mood. 

Picture dominates the third news 
page of the afternoon paper. 


Girl Made V.-P. 


At a recent meeting of the board 
of directors of ‘Screenland Maga- 
zine,” Delight Evans, editor, was 
elected v.-p. of the publishing cor- 
poration. . Action cited as reward 
for her editorial efforts, which are 
credited with having materially in- 
creased the mag’s circulation, 


Young Willecombe 


Joe (Buddy) Willecombe, Jr., son 
of W. R. Hearst’s secretary, as- 
signed to West Side Court, New 
York, for two years, was transferred 
to the Supreme Court for the “Eve. 
Journal.” 

He replaces Charlie Robinson, for 
years with the “Journal,” who was 
let out with others because of a re- 
trenchment period. 

Reporters and cameramen from 
the New York tabloids and’ other 
papers are being let out freely. Age 
or ability mean nothing it seems. 


That mag to be sponsored by the 
American Automobile Association 
and called “Holiday,” makes its 


first appearance with an October is- 
sue. Aimed to replace the organi- 
zation’s mag, “The American Mo- 
torist,” scrapped some time ago. 
Sponsorship by the A, A. A., will 
give “Holiday” a circulation figure 
of 150,000 A. B. C. to start with. 


Carroll and Garret Graham, au- 
thors of “Queer People,” Hollywood 
expose, have signed with Dell Pub- 
lications (magazines) to do a story 
called “We Like Hollywood Any- 
way.” Will be written for fall pub- 
lication in one of the Dell mags. 

Carroll Graham quit his job with 
“Exhibitors’ Daily Review” (trade) 
on sale of picture rights to “Queer 
People.” 


Working for Dutton, the book 
publisher, in New York is John 
Dandridge Stanard, who made a 
nice reputation for himself as lit- 
erary editor of the Chattanooga 
“Times.” Becoming interested in 
the book business Stanard threw up 
his book reviewer's job to learn the 
industry from the ground up. 


George Gershwin has written a 
book, with the manuscript now in 
possession of Simon & Schuster 
for fall publication. No title as yet. 


“Hot Stories” went cold, the mag 
going off after a few issues. 


ALEX 


AARONS FREEDLEY 


Present 


Book by GUY BOLTON and JACK McGOWAN 
Score and Lyrics by GEORGE and IRA GERSHWIN 


With 


Bert Lahr 
Ginger Rogers 
Billy Kent 


DUE ON BROADWAY LATE IN SEPTEMBER 


Owners and Managers Alvin Theatre, New York 


Lessees and Managers Broadhurst Theatre, New York 


Executive Offices—Alvin Theatre, 250 W. 52d St., New York 


CABLE ADDRESS ALEXARONS, NEW YORK 


VINTON 


TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


Week Aug. 2, Loew’s Metropolitan, B’klyn 


MUSICAL COMEDY FAVORITE 


NOW PLAYING R-K-O CIRCUIT 


My Sincere Appreciation to MARVIN SCHENCK, IRVING YATES 


| 
\ 
Be. 
: 
— 
95 
| 
tal 
| 
| 
he 
: 
; 
nt 
t 
18 | 
4 
ms 
by 
4 
to 
4 
nm 
| 
| 
| 
is 
na 
| 
| 
es. 
| if 
n't | if 
| 
1eg 
rht 
if 
of 
nd ( | f 
| 
| 
gh | 
ey 
do 4 
ed 
| 
4 
ia; @ 
a] 
hal 
f 


Pig 
th 


96 VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 30, 1930 


Not 


Agencies Nor Radio 


Able to Date to Develop Any 
Sort of Valuable Showmanship 


Advertising agencies handling 
radio commercials’ accounts are now 
becoming radio-minded and radio- 
show biz conscious. They're all read- 
ing the radio and show trade pa- 
pers and attempting radio show- 
manship to the degree they all, also, 
become a grand pain to everybody 


else in the radio broadcasting field. 

This meddling by the overzealous 
advertising agency in the physical 
functioning of a regularly weekly 
broadcasting period has been a topic 
of kidding amongst all concerned in 
Radio and also in “Variety.” For 
this reason some of the adv. agen- 
cies don’t like “Variety” for its 
frank panning of their interference. 

Where this elusive radio show- 
manship will come from, none seems 
to know. The adv. agent thinks 
he’ll do the trick. The theatrical 
booking agent selling ideas for radio 
commercials thinks it will most 
likely come from his source. 

Radio itself, on the broadcasting 
end, thought for many years it 
could develop its own “radio show- 
man.” The best radio has been able 
to do is the RCA'’s prospective an- 
nexation of S. L. Rothafel (Roxy), 
strictly a theatre showman, and try 
to do something that way. The 
NBC has been unable to develop any 
marked showmanship. 

All Accidents 

Anything noteworthy in radio has 
been an accident. That goes for 
Vpllee, Amos 'n’ Andy, and’‘all the 
rest. None was given any special 
nurturing or prepared in any 
marked by radio or adv. agencies. 

Even when these radio personali- 
ties “arrive,” there’s nothing out- 
standing done to draw special at- 
tention to them. No theatrical bal- 
lyhoo or “barking” like the indoor 
or outdoor showman goes in for to 
attraction attention. 

Programs are just slapped together 
as is. The advertiser, on top of his 
staggering land-wire and _ talent 
charges, merely runs some minor 


display adv. in the local press to 
call attention and the Radio editors 
of the dailies are relied on, by press 


(Continued on page 111) 


WARNER-N.B.C. 
FEUD IS OFF 


The war which Warners threat- 


ened against he National Broad- 
casting Co. is definitely off. The 
Radio people, according to the 
Brothers, cut the corners of a 
drastic order which, according to 
the Warners, prohibited N.B.C. 


artists from plugging songs other 
than those of the two music pub- 
lishers (Feist and Fischer) taken 
over by Radio. 

Warnerites, on check-up, state no 
artist is required to toe the line on 
the songs broadcast. 

For a time feeling was so bitter 
that Warners threatened to deny 
N.B.C. all copyright privileges to 
its pop numbers of which 85%, ac- 
cording to Warner estimate, come 
through the Brothers’ music pub- 
lishing interests. 


Ideas Biggest Need 


Selling mere names for Radio is 
no longer possible. Advertisers and 
their agents now want ideas. 

In line with this, William Morris 
fidio department is plotting novelty 
ideas, such as a radio Potash and 
Perlmutter; an Irish comedy act, 
not of the burlesky offensive Tad 
school; such ideas as “Tillie the 
Toiler,” B. C. Forbes in financial 
spiels, Beatrice Fairfax answering 
love letters by radio, etc. 

All on a commercial basis. Latter 
three are King Features syndicate 
items and nationally known in the 
press, 


Guy Lombardo goes commercial 
radio with his band for Robert 
Burns over CBS, commencing Aug. 
4. Also on thrice weekly from Pa- 
villon Royal, Merrick roadhouse, 


NBC CONTRACT WITH 
AMOS ’N’ ANDY UNUSUAL 


Chicago, July 29. 
New three-year Amos ’n'’ Andy 
contract, signed here with NBC be- 
fore they entrained for the coast 


last week, is one of the most re- 
markable documents ever drawn up 
in the theatrical biz. Both parties 
agreed to use no lawyers. Instead 
NBC told Amos ’n’ Andy to state 
just what they wanted, which was 
written into the agreement, with 
both sides dropping entirely the 
business element. 

Agreement, which can be _ re- 
newed at the end of the three-year 
period, calls for a raise every six 
months, with the team promising 
not to plug any other commodity but 
Pepsodent during the three or six- 
year term. Actual amount of each 
six month raise is not known, but 
understood to be figured on a siding 
scale, with $50,000 as the probable 
first raise. This sum was handed 
the boys by NBC at the expiration 
of their old contract. Latter wasn’t 
written in the paper, but given them 
as a friendly gesture by NBC to 
show Amos ’n’ Andy appreciation. 
The boys, otherwise Correll and 
Gosden, took Alex Rabb of NBC as 
personal representative. Rabb, in- 
cidentally, was shoved into the part 
of “Kingfish” on reaching the coast. 
Sitting on the sidelines, watching 
the try-outs for the parts, he was 
ctked to try his hand and clicked. 
Boys missed one night’s broad- 
cast on the hop to the coast from 
Chi, with the railroad company hold- 
ing up the train on one evening 
(Friday) until the boys completed 
their spiel. 


Sow-Belt Ensembles 
With Weeping Jags 


Los Angeles, July 29. 

“Red River Valley,” “Bury Me Not 
on the Lone Prairee-e-e-e” and 
other crying ballads of the sow and 
sorghum belt continue to be the 
prime favorites of local ether fans. 
A slight twist of the wrist on any 
radio dial will bring the whining 
voice of an uncertain tenor bewail- 
ing that little Ella returned from 
the city much the worse for wear 
and without a wedding ring. Other 
songs of equal virility, written in 
the pre boop-boop-a-doop era and 
telling of ship wrecks and storms, 


drinking fathers and faithless 
mothers, orphans and_ ungilded 
lilies, nightly bring tears to the 


eyes of them as has radios. 

The vogue for the weepy music 
started some months ago when 
KMPC organized half a dozen 
former picture players and started 
the Beverly Hill Billies. The out- 
fit was an immediate success with 
the fans who were brought up on 
Panhandle music. 

Two weeks ago KNX had an hour 
vacant between two sermons on a 
Sunday evening broadcast. Six 
cowboys where put in the tough 
spot. During the hour the station 
received 60 requests for weepy 
melodies, including “The Baggage 
Coach Ahead.” This was enough 
for Naylor Rogers, manager of the 
station, who immediately placed the 


sextet under term contracts and 
thereafter had them work in 
makeup. 


Each local station has a group of 
these back-to-nature singers, and 
always as their feature attraction. 
No particular reason is given for 
the popularity of the hill billy music 
unless it’s simply the Southern 
California populace, a great per- 
centage of which is supposed to 
hail from the spots where sophisti- 
cation has not removed. grand- 
father’s hand-painted portrait from 
an easel in the setting room. 


Stitt Marries 
Galveston, July 29. 

Nova Francis Stitt of Hollywood, 
musician with Isham Jones’ orches- 
tra, now at Rice Hotel, Houston, 
was married here to Nina Mae 
Rogers of Dallas, cousin of Ginger 
Rogers. 


GEORGIE WOOD 
“THE WORLD'S BOY” 
Greetings to friends all over the 
world. Home address, 17 Tring 

Avenue, Ealing, London, Eng. 


RADIO METHOD 
CHICAGO 


Chicago, July 29. 

Within a week, WGN, Chicago 
“Tribune's” station lost two of its 
name bands, Coon-Sanders and Jean 
Geoldkette. 

Without going into details, both 
bands charged high-handed meth- 
ods by WGN because of its news- 
paper connection. In the Coon- 
Sanders case it was reported due to 
frequent mention of the Dells by the 
band’s announcer, but in the other, 
studio difficulties. 

When the Goldkette contract ex- 
pired last week, the bandmen broke 
up and wouldn’t reunite. When 
Goldkette heard this, he pulled out 
his name also. 

This leaves WGN with East and 
Dumke, harmony team, as its only 
name talent on the air for the 
“World’s Greatest Newspaper.” 

Chicago’s radio stations are snooti- 
er than elsewhere because of the 
unusual newspaper’ connections. 
All six rags have their ether mouth- 
pieces, and four of them own their 
own: “Tribune,” WGN; “American,” 
WIBO; “Examiner,” KYW, and 
“Daily News,” WMAQ. Using the 
“mike” to dictate the paper’s policy 
is the usual thing here. 

WGN also lost Harry Spingold 
and Pat Barnes recently. Shot the 
studio’s forces pretty much, leaving 
Quinn Ryan the only name folks 
really recognize in the loudspeaker 
as from this station. 


U.S. A. 12,000,000 Radio Owners’ 
$600,000,000 Investment; Other 
Statistics, Facts and Figures 


POLITICAL PHASE SEEN 
IN RADIO MAN’S MURDER 


Detroit, July 29, 1930. 
The shooting of Jerry Buckley, 
WMBC radio announcer, is the first 
time radio has been mixed up in 
local politics. Jerry was put on the 
spot, and,every evidence points to 


the reason being his radio political 
campaign. Activity of Buckley in 
his crusade against gambling joints, 
ete., is also blamed for his being 
bumped. 

Station WMBC is located in the 
Hotel La Salle, which hotel has had 
more than its share of publicity. 
Beautiful architecturally, house has 
been a favorite stopping place for 
show people, but has had a series of 
murders, etc., since its opening. 

Immediate result of killing was 
importation of state police and clos- 
ing of all book and gambling joints. 

Night clubs and cabarets have 
been let alone so far. 


Jewelers in Lecally on 
International Hook-up 


First international commercial 
broadcast occurs Sept. 26 via CBS to 
Amsterdam, Holland, the diamond 
center of the world, from where 
Hendrik Van Loon, the author, will 
speak in between Lombardo’s music. 


Also introduces a new system of 
paying off for the hour, through 
local stations on the network cut- 
ting in and plugging the local jewel- 
er. Entire series, which inaugurates 
on that date, is under the Credit 
Jewelers’ Association auspices, with 
each of the local jewelers contrib- 
uting towards it, and getting the 
local plug via each of the local sta- 
tion’s announcers making the neces- 
sary spiel. 


3 M.C.A. Bands on Air 


Chicago, July 29. 

Radio bookings by Music Corp. 
of America include Coon-Sanders 
band on the Florsheim hour at 
$1,000 weekly and the changing 
over of the Pure Oil program from 
Lopez to Wayne King at a figure 
not far from $1,000. 

Art Kassel’s orchestra slated to 
play the Shell Union air time for 
over $1,000 a week. 


RADIO 


By Abel Green 


A recurrent trend in broadcasting 
interest is making almost everybody 
in any wise associated with the 
amusement business radio-con- 
scious, From channels remote to 
the. actual broadcasting interests, 
showmen are giving more than a 
casual eye to Radio as regards the 
immediate future—meaning , this 
coming season. 

The ever-increasing popularity of 
Radio as a vital factor in every- 
day life and the increasing lon- 
gevity of radio favorites is perhaps 
one cause for this renewed radio- 
mindedness. 

When Rudy Vallee took exception 
with this reporter’s radio reviews 
that Vallee is one over-night fa- 
vorite who has managed to main- 
tain his popularity for a surprising- 
ly long period, Vallee was a bit 
bitter about it. Why should Broad- 
way expect him to flop? was his 
complaint. Why is Broadway root- 
ing for his descent from the ether 
Olympus? Vallee was more than 
averagely rational about his 
squawk, hence it was worth while 
arguing the point. 

Said he: “I wouldn’t care if you 
panned me. I don’t care what those 
lousy tab columnists call me. What 
do I care about the rather personal 
and nasty cracks they make at my 
expense? That’s great, At least I 
feel I'm not being forgotten. 


“But, especially in view of this 


sometimes negative comment, why 
does ‘Variety’ take the slant that I 
should suddenly disappear off the 
earth just because I happened to 
have a vogue for a more than nor- 
mal stretch of time. I don’t think 
PH be the wow of the world for- 
ever, if I’m ever that, but I feel 
that so long as my tonsils backfire 
and my voice lasts, and so long as 
the songwriters turn out those swell 
tunes to which I owe everything, 
and so long, of course, as there’s 
such a thing as the Radio, I think 
I'll hold my own.” 
The Difference 

Vallee still cannot see that, like 
everything else in the show busi- 
ness, radio favorites are but a pass- 
ing fancy in public consciousness. 
The only difference is that some 
last longer, 

Vallee was asked to recall Moran 
and Mack (The Two Black Crows) 
and what they meant on the air. 
Or the Silver-Masked Tenor. Or 
Gertrude Ederle in another walk 
(or channel) of life. Or any num- 
ber of yesteryear stage favorites 
who are still dogging around the 
smallies on their past reputations, 
all because a fickle public had long 
since adopted and in turn discarded 
and re-adopted and discarded newer 
and newer favorites, whether they 
be radio singers, or comedians, or 
channel swimmers or stage artists 

(Continued on page 111) 


the American public in radio sets, 
This is on the basis that the aver- 
age set is worth about $50 and the 
number of set holders at 12,000,000, 
both of which figures are conserva- 
tive. The figures are from a sys- 
tematic survey that has been made. 
Yet while radio officials admit be- 
ing in competition to the theatre, 
there is no visible cut in, they aver. 
They figure that radio’s cut-in on 
films and other form of theatre ad- 
vertising is only occasional, as on 
a big fight night, election or some 
momentous news event. And always 
when heralded plenty in advance, 
Never-the-less these figures offer 
some interesting thought to theatre 


minds. For, on the presumption 
that there is some part of that 12,- 
000,000 kept from theatre enter- 
tainment, that radio patronage on a 
basis of $1 a week which is the 
figured average purchase cost of 
each set there is some part-out of 
$12,000,000 that has been taken away 
each week from theatres. What 
proportion is not known or figured. 

The same survey shows that a 
liberal estimate of the number of 
listeners to radio entertainment is 
set somewhere around 40,000,000 
daily. This is admittedly large, but 
based on the fact that there are 
about 4 3-10 persons to a family 
and that about 12,000,000 families 
own radio sets. 

This is immeasurably bigger than 
the film or theatre daily patronage 
which is figured somewhere at be- 
tween 10,000,000 and 12,000,000 cus- 
tomers daily throughout the U. S. 

But where films gets its income 
one way and that at the b. o., radio 
gets it two ways. One is by adver- 
tising broadcast and _ the 
through set ownerships. 


Advertising Money. 


The amount :of money spent by 
advertisers for broadcasting pur- 
poses last ygar’ amounted te $35,- 


000,000. This cdvers all the 600 or 
so stations in the U: S. And while 
it does not reach nearly to the figure 
spent by advertisers in the dailies 


$1,000,000,000, radio is growing and 
the main reason for not being big- 
ger is because of lack of air space 
and suitable stations. 

This is easily gleaned from the 
fact that of the total advertising 
income, the two chains, N.B.C. and 
Columbia collected about $23,000,000. 
N.B.C. alone taking about $15,000,- 
000. The two control just about 
the most powerful and most known 


(Contiuned on page 102) 


15-MIN. PROGRAMS MAY 
BE NEW RADIO VOGUE 


Fifteen-minute programs and the 
continuity form of radio entertain- 
ment, which Amos 
pioneered so well, are expected to 
be the new radio vogue during the 
coming season. Some of the big- 
gest radio accounts are seriously 
considering quarter-hour shows 
and radio within a year may be 
clutered up with 15-minute pro- 
grams. 

R-K-O on the air favors that 
length of time, if finding a team 
of sufficient ability to appear every 
week or more often with something 
that had continuity. 


‘RED’ PROPAGANDA IN 3 
LANGUAGES BY RADIO 


Paris, July 19. 

Red propaganda broadcast from 
the new Moscow station, which is 
very powerful, is the object of pro- 
test from the German Government. 
Bolshevist speeches, which can be 
heard within 1,300 miles from Mos~ 
cow, are broadcast in ‘English, 
French and Esperanto.’ al 

French workers are not'much af- 
fected as the receiving set able to 
catch Moscow is not within averas® 


means, 


About $600,000,000 is invested by - 


other 


and other newspapers, set at over ° 
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West Coast No More a Gold Coast, 
Declare All the Film Songwriters 


Hollywood, July 29. 


The theory that Hollywood has 
been a Klondike and all picture 
producers are a Santa Claus to 
songwriters, has its weak points, 
state the songwriters. It may be 
true that songwriters only received 
a mere $150 weekly as against $500 
to $1,000 out here, but that $150 
was a drawing account and a re- 
minder that he was working for his 
publisher. They didn’t have to re- 
port at nine a. m. and lie around 
the office all day to fill in the eight 
hours. They were 
utilize their time as they saw fit to 
ereate commercial hits which would 
do the publisher as much good as 
themselves and could result in a 
fair annual profit for both. 

So Hollywood isn’t so much of a 
haven for the hit songwriter when 
the average earning power, if un- 
der contract to a studio, is around 
$20,000 a year. in New York, before 
the market became congested with 
picture songs, the same _ writer 
would only have to write one hit a 
year to equal this earning power, 
and that would only mean a 700,000 
copy song. With this he was al- 
ways good for another $5,000 roy- 
alties on mechanicals. 

In addition to one hit the tune- 
sters could always figure on 10 or 
more lesser hits than would add 
another $15,000 to their earning 
power, making the average hit 
writer’s earning capacity $37,000 per 
annum. 

This is but an example of the 
average. To further refute the 
prevalent belief that the picture 
producer is a Santa Claus and that 
Hollywood is a bonanza for the 
songwriter, there is one songwriter 
herg who paid income tax on $89,000 
of last year’s earnings of his work 
as a composer in the east. His 
earning power in Hollywood is 
limited to $750 a week and chances 
of writing commercial hits are cut 
to a minimum because most of his 
time is taken up with production 
worries of writing tunes to fit sit- 
uations and not for commercial 
hits. He is not only a composer, 
but a vocal teacher as well. He is 
expected to take an actor who never 
sang a song in a parlor, let alone 
before an audience, and make that 
person put over his creation in such 
a manner that it will not only meet 


(Continued on page 100) 


LIKE FOX, LOEW ORDERS 
INTENSIVE SONG PLUG 


Film companies with music sub- 
sidiaries are laying down the law to 
all theatres, orchestras, organists, 
units, etc., to plug heavily the songs 
of their music companies. Main 
intent is to have the songs act as 
advance plugs for pictures. Film 
companies’ interest in the sales of 
the songs is secondary. 

Along with Fox ordering all the- 
atres to go after the Red Star 
songs, Loew’s also has sent out 
letters to all theatres to lay heavily 
on all of Robbins music. 

Loew takes to task all orchestra 


leaders and organists for not 
Plugging Robbins’ songs more. 
Robbins songs are to be plugged 


wherever possible and as much as 
Possible, 

Fanchon & Marco units. will 
hereafter use 98% Red Star songs 
and similarly Loew is not only 
Putting Robbins’ tunes in the units, 
but tilting units after the songs, 
Making the song the theme. 

Two such Loew units now on the 
road are called ‘Cheer Up” after 
the Robbins song, and “Singing to 
the Stars,” after the song by Cliff 
Edwards in Metro’s “Way Out 

est,” not yet released. 


Witmarks Have Jolson’s 
Songs, Ist Since Merger 


Songs from Jolson’s latest Warner 
Production, “Big Boy,’ have been 
@ssigned for publishing to Wit- 
Marks. This will be the first Jol- 
poe picture songs Witmark has pub- 
ne since Jolson went Warners. 
tela songs were divided be- 
ween De Sylva, Brown & Hender- 


®0n and Berlin. 
“i ‘Big Boy” has five tunes, three 
Pritten by Buddy Green and Sammy 


Stept and two 
and Meyer. 


by Mitchel), Gottler 


permitted to. 


A 


A.F.M. MAY PUT CLAMP 
ON L. A. SOUND FIELD 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Joseph N. Weber, head of the 
Musicians’ Union, intends to put a 
stop to visiting bands becoming full- 
fledged members of the Los Angeles 
local. This technicality will call a 
halt on the so-called invaders doing 
interpolated numbers and synchron- 
izing for pictures. 

Bands keep drifting in and out of 
town seeking a “break” in films, be- 
sides which a couple of established 
local outfits are doing multiple 
studio chores. 


MANY BENEFICIARIES 
IN LEO FEIST’S WILL 


The provision in the will of the 
late Leo Feist establishing a $100,- 
000 Leo Feist Charities Trust, the 
income of which is to be “devoted to 
the welfare of humanity,” has 
caused Mrs. Feist and her children 
to be daily besieged by “nut” letters 
along with the usual crop of pro- 
fessional alms-seekers who read of 
this fund. 

Actual functioning of the charity 
cannot commence for some time to 
come as the will specifically pro- 
vides for the investment and rein- 
vestment of the $100,000 principle 
until a net income is yielded “for the 
prompt and temporary relief of 
worthy needy persons.” 

Outside of that, the late music 
publisher’s will awards the residue 
of his estate to his widow, Bessie 
Mayer Feist, and his sons, Nathan, 
Milton and Leonard, with specific 
provisions as follows: 

Matilda Metzger, $5,000; Rose 
Feist, widow of his brother, Henry, 
$5,000; $5,000 each to Sol and Felix 
Feist, brothers, and to his sisters, 
Sarah Jonas, Julia Klein and Hattie 
Feder; $5,000 to the lawful issue of 
Bertha Mayer, another sister; Bea- 
trice and Irene Marburg, $1,000 each; 
Isaac Meyer, father-in-law, $1,000; 
Samuel Meyer, brother-in-law, $1,- 
000; a $10,000 trust fund to the Fifth 
Ave. Bank of N. Y. for the benefit 
of Adelaide Louise Bourne “in rec- 
ognition of the loyal service ren- 
dered and $100 per year or part of 
a year employment “to each person 
employed in and about and as part 
of my household.” 

The Feist home on Central boule- 
vard, Corcoran Manor, Mount Ver- 
non, N. Y., goes to the widow to be 
done with as she will. 

For the Sons 


On the death of the widow the 
estate is to be apportioned in the 
following percentages to the three 
sons: Nathan and Leonard, 35% 
each, and Milton, 30%. 

However, when each becomes 30 
years old, one-half of this trust fund 
goes to the sons immediately and 
the rest held in trust. 

Mrs. Feist, Abraham S. Gilbert of 
Gilbert & Gilbert, his attorneys, and 
the Fifth Ave. Bank, are named 
trustees and executors. 

Will was executed Jan. 14, 1929, 
about a year and a half before Mr. 
Feist’s death. 

Nathan Feist is 
Feist, Inc., business, having started 
learning it from the bottom.. Leon- 
ard is at Yale and Milton is also a 
student. 

Mrs. Feist has turned over count- 
less ‘“‘touch” letters to Gilbert &} 
Gilbert, being considerable unnerved 
by the avalanche of mail following 
the news of the $100,000 charities 
trust fund. 


Gilbert-Baer Sentiment 


Hollywood, July 29. 
L. Wolfe Gilbert and Abel Baer’s 
negotiations for purchase of their 
Warner contract, which has 10 
months to go and would give them 
$40,000 during that time, probably 
will result in a deal favorable to 
both the studio and the song writ- 
ing pair. Under it they will re- 

ceive a cash settlement of $30,000 
This would release them from 
their Warner contract, enabling 
them for work for any other firm, 
but with a holdover Warner obliga- 
tion calling for 10 songs to be de- 
livered to that company is as many 
months. 


now in the Leo 
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LEW WHITE 


Exclusive National Broadcasting Co. 
and Brunswick Recording Artist 

Foremost organist on the radio 
and premier organist at the Roxy, 


New York. Featured soloist with 
the Lucky Strike Hour and star of 
the “Tone Pictures” and “Songs of 
Eventide” programs, 

Many thanks to Mr. Keith Mc- 
Leod, Miss Bertha Brainerd, Mr. 
H. B. Schaad and Mr. George 
Engles of the N. B. C. 

Studio: 1680 Broadway, N. Y. C. 


DISK SELLS 
MORE THAN 
ALL OTHERS 


Sole sensation in an otherwise 
currently dull industry are the fast 
selling Durium cardboard records, 
vended on news-stands at 15 cents 
a record (single-faced). They aver- 
age about 600,000 copies for release 
with another 200,000 sales antici- 
pated when the disks go on the 
market Aug. 7 in eastern territory. 
Million copy risk sales of the 15- 
cent disk which yields the standard 
two-cent royalty are expected with 
cooler weather. 

Durium outsells Victor, Colum- 
bia, Brunswick and every other 
company combined, and is a life- 
saver in the industry. 

It’s labeled. the Hit Record of the 


Week and only real hits are 
“canned.” 
Recording artists like Phil Spi- 


talny, Ben Pollack and others for- 
merly with Victor state Durium 
pays more for one side recording 
than two previous releases by any 
of the major companies. 


Gagging Whiteman 


Paul Whiteman is not breaking 
up his orchestra. It started with 
a hokum p. a. yarn in a tab about 
Paul going Fatty Arbuckle «type of 
comedian for Universal. 

Strictly a gag. 

Band not breaking up. What- 
ever changes going on are the 
usual re-personnelizing which oc- 
curs periodically. After Arrow- 
head Inn, Saratoga, Whiteman has 
several offers embracing pictures, 
radio, hotel, restaurant, etc. 

U is still hot after Whiteman to 
personally take charge of all sound 
recording on the west coast, but 
Whiteman will still keep his organ- 
ization together for alternative en- 


| gagements., 


So Long, Eddie 


Toledo, July 29. 
Eddie Lally, 25, of this town, says 
he will start Aug. 1 on sfilts for 
Los Angeles and ’Frisco, seeking 
stilt-walking championship of the 
world, 
Will 
firms. 


carry advertising for loca) 


Holland’s Bad Biz 


Amsterdam, July 29. 

The foreign musicians’ opposition 
has reached here. 

Dutch musickers are agitating for 
the ejection of all foreign instru- 
mentalists which move the press is 
endorsing. 


ing biz has never been so bad. 


Phonograph and music publish- |} for 


Along the Coast 


By Bill Swigart 


BRUNSWICK CENTERING 
EVERYTHING IN N. Y. 


Jack Kapp, following conferences 
with Herman Starr, head of the al- 
lied Warner Bros. music interests, 


-| comes on from Chicago next month 


to take executive charge of all of 
Brunswick’s' recording activities 
which are being centered in New 
York, Heretofore, Brunswick’s 
home office was in Chicago and the 
Brunswick Recording Laboratories 
in New York were regarded’as a 
convenient eastern branch for 
artists’ recording purposes. 

Kapp, formerly in charge of Chi 
recording, will supervise every- 
thing from New York, with Bruns- 
wick’s executive offices now in the 
Wurlitzer building, where Kapp will 
be located. 

Louis Katzman, heretofore’ in 
charge of Brunswick in New York, 
continues on the musical and 
artistic end, primarily the musician, 
and will handle the eastern lab 
recordings. Dick Voynow will be 
in charge of Brunswick’s new labs 
atop the Furniture Mart building, 
Chicago. 


CANADIAN DEPT. STORE 
ON LOCAL CONDITIONS 


Head of Music Dept. Writes 
on Record-Music Drop-Off 


Jack W. Bell, manager of the 
radio and music department of R. 
H. Williams & Sons, Ltd., depart- 
ment store, Regina, Sask., Canada, 
speaks lucidly on Canadian music 
conditions in the following letter: 

Editor Variety: 


On page 57 of your issue of 
June 11 appears an article with 


reference to the sheet music 
sales in Canada and same 
article states that sales in this 


country are not very much on 
the decrease. 

I will attempt to give you a 
brief outline of how things are 
in Regina, a city of 50,000, and 
the Queen City of the Province 
of Saskatchewan. 

The above store is one of the 
largest department stores be- 
tween Winnipeg and Vancouver 
and carries one of the largest 
stocks of popular sheet music in 
this part of the country. 

Radio has not only made a 
decrease in sheet music but has 
gradually worn down the record 
business too. This store carries 
the Brunswick and Columbia 
agencies, 

Our main jobber is Maurice 
Richmond, of the Richmond- 
Mayer Music Corp., and Mr. 
Richmond, whom I have had the 


pleasure of meeting last year, 
will, I think, verify the follow- 
ing statement. Also refer you 


to Bernie Prager, of Robbins 
Music Co., and Mr. W. Thomp- 
son, of the Toronto office of Leo 
Feist. 

Our sheet music business has 
decreased at least half of that 
of last year and at different 
periods two-thirds. I do not 
think I am far wrong when I say 
that these conditions fully exist 
all over the Dominion. ‘There 


are two large music stores in 
this city, one of which has 
dropped operations of the 


popular sheet music department. 
The other has cut their depart- 
ment in half and the manager 
of this store, which also sells 
Victor records, says that record 
sales are practically nil. 

This letter is just to give you 
some idea of how conditions are 
here in this part of Canada and 


I do net want you think it is 
of a contradictory nature to 
your article. 

I am not a _ subscriber to 


“Variety” but nevertheless I have 
not missed buying a copy of 
your paper for the last 10 years 
or more and my week-end read- 
ing would not be complete with- 
out it. This staternent is made 
in all sincerity. 

I trust you will 
letter and see my 


this matter. 
Jack W. Bell. 


excuse this 
attitude in 


Myers’ New Contract 
Hollywood, July 29. 
Par has issued a new contract to 
Henry Myers, who will do the music 
Clara Bow’s next, “Her Win- 
ning Nigit.” 


Hollywood, July 26. 

With songwriters becoming the 
target for almost every wise crack- 
ing columnist in the country, the 
public has come to believe they are 
completely a group of morons and 
illiterates. 

This might hold true with a few 
self-styled songwriters, who asso- 
ciate with hotel lobby comedians 
and spread what they think is wise 
chatter. His inane patter goes the 
rounds and is soon picked up by 
a columnist, who greatly magnifies 
it and links the name of a more 
representative songwriter to make 
it sound better. 


Success of Gus Arnheim's return 
to the Ambassador Cocoanut Grove 
where solo, trio and mass ensemble 
singing is the keynote of programs, 
has induced the management to in- 
stall an amplification system to dis- 
tribute voices more evenly through 
the huge supper room, Place seats 
more than 1,200. 


The Music Sales Corp.’s activity 
on the coast for the past six weeks 
has resulted in the official acquisi- 
tion of 10 Newberry 5 and 10 music 
counters. There are two in Seattle 
and one each in Portland, Santa 
Barbara, Fresno, Santa Monica, 
Hollywood, Los Angeles, Hunting- 
ton Park and Long Beach. Stores 
in Texas and Utah will be taken 
over before the end of next week. 


Evidence that pop tunes are 
dominating the sheet music market 
today is seen in the weekly survey 
of 16 best sellers for the southern 
California distrist. This survey, 
taking in all sales for the week end- 
ing July 25, includes 10 popular 
numbers, five picture songs and one 
show tune, 

Popular tunes in order of sales 
are: “Dancing With Tears,” 
“Springtime in the Rockies,” “The 
Stein Song,” “I Remember You 
From Somewhere,” ‘Down the 
River of Golden Dreams,” “If I Had 
a Girl Like You,’ “Bye Bye Blues,” 
“Moonlight on the Colorado,” 
“Around the Corner,” and ‘When 
the Bloom Is on the Sage.” Pic- 
ture songs are: “You Brought a 
New Kind of Love,” “It Happened 
in Monterey,” “Singing a Song to 

(Continued on page 100) 


Musical Rights Again 
To Fore in Canada 


Ottawa, July 29. 

The Canadian Performing Right 
Society and the Musical Protective 
Society have renewed hostilities in 
the Dominion over the question of 
musical licenses. The Performing 
Right Society, through James An- 
nand, general manager, has issued 
an ultimatum to all Canadian ex- 
hibitors that further unauthorized 
use of “our property” is to be dis- 
continued at once and legal action 
is threaatened, but the theatre men 
have never received any informa- 
tion as to the extent of the proposed 
music tax. Individually, the threat 
has been ignored, butethe Musical 
Protective Society, made up of ex- 
hibitors, film distributors, radio 
broadcasters, the railways and ex- 
hibition and fall fair managers, 
have held two meetings to study 
the situation. 

The Privy Council at London 
spoiled the first attempt of the 
Canadian Performing Right Society 
to collect royalties on music as- 
signments said to be owned by the 


society by ruling that the society 
could not charge a fee except on 
compositions registered at $2 each 
with the Canadian government at 
Ottawa. This meant that the so- 
ciety might have to pay up to a 
million dollars for Canadian regis- 
trations. An attempt was made by 
the Secretary of State in the late 
Canadian government to put 
through a bill designed to enable 


any copyright owners to. collect 
royalties under a blanket plan, but 
the federal elections and early 
closing of Parliament prevented 
the passing of this bill. 

The Canadian Performing Right 
Society was recently reorganized, a 
number of American officials being 
introduced into the personnel. 


— 


Mal Hallett Better 


Claremont, N. H., July 29 
Ma! Hallett, orchestra leader, will 
not not have to undergo amputation 
of one of his arms, injured in an 
automobile accident recently. It 
was reported he would lose the arm. 
Hallet, who is in Claremont hos- 
| pital, is recovering. He was injured 
4 seriously. 
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= 


HEADLINING THE 


CASINO PARIS 


PARIS | 


with LEETE and ALBIN 


Also Doubling and Standing Them in the 


EMPIRE, PARIS 


With Thanks to DICK HENRY Represented by UNIVERSUM AGENCY 


—— — 


BERNIE LOU 


GROSSMAN and HANDMAN 


LYRICS MUSIC 


Authored Authored : 
“Little Gray Mother” ‘Blue’ 
“We're Going Over” “my § 
vw 

“Wonder if She’s Lonely” “Lovey Come Back 

“Tell Her at Twilight” “I’m Gonna Charleston Back to 

“You Didn’t Want Me When You Had Charleston” 
Me” “When | Was a Dandy and You Were 
“When a Feller Needs a Friend” a Belle” 
> i). “After 1 Called. You Sweetheart” “I Can’t Get the One | Want” 
\ 
¥ “Mississippi Here | Am” “If You Do What You Do” 7 
LYRICS AND MUSIC | And entire score; for stage musicals of “Are You Lonesome Tonight” 
“Linger Longer Letty” 
‘ ly” 
Tf) .“Merry Mary' Brown” é 
SONGS IN COLLABORATION 
For 


UNIVERSAL PICTURES 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer “My Baby and Me” “That Homestead of Mine” 


“All Quiet on the Western Front” 


Studios Sa “When They Merge Maozeltoff” “Why Did It Have To Be” 
‘ “Tell Me Do” and “I Wonder Where My Cinderella Can Be” 
| | NOW WRITING SONGS FOR 


“See America Thirst,” “East Is West” and the new John Boles picture all for 
UNIVERSAL 


» 


- 
4 
i 
: 
4 
AND 
i | 
| 
f i 
4] - 
= 4 
i 
i 
4 
Ka 
| 
Re 
i 
im 
un 
af 
4 
j 
4 
| EE. 
\ 
ime 
He 
4 
| 
4 


flere 


for 


VARIETY 


fo Our European Friends 


Owing to Existing Contracts 


Regrets the Inability to Accept 


(The Many European and Other Foreign Offers 
Extended to Himself and His Orchestra. 


We Look Forward to Renewing Business and 
Social Contacts at the Earliest 
Possible Opportunity. 


Faithfully Yours, 


Now Enjoying 
Special Limited Engagement 
For the August Racing Season 


ARROWHEAD INN 
_ Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 


‘ Personal Representative for PAUL! WHITEMAN 
JAMES F. GILLESPIE 
_ 1560 Broadway, New York City 
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MUSEC 
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West Coast 


(Continued from page 97) 


the picture’s needs, but present it 
in a manner that will help sell the 
song when it is released. 

This condition minimizes the 
writer’s chances for hits, whereas 
formerly he had the pick of the 
best stage voices to go after and 
put his songs on the map. 

In reply to a complaint registered 
by one of the composers to the ef- 
fect that some of his best songs 
were ruined in a production, the 
producer said, “we gave you our 
best talent,” but when it came to 
checking up on their qualifications, 
it was discovered that with the ex- 
ception of one, none had ever ren- 
dered a song in private, let alone 
in public. They were all practically 
tone deaf, and so it is with 70% 


MAY SINGHI BREEN 


“The Ukulele Lady” 


PETER DE ROSE 


Popular Composer 


National Broadcasting Artists 
WEAF 1923-1930 WIZ 


of the present string of screen 
actors working against the obstacle 
of years of vocal experience and 
expected to present a song as it 
should be by the experienced actor 
from the musical stage. It is this 
condition that minimizes to the low- 
est degree the chances of a picture 
song writer to land a hit song. 

The first string writers like Gus 
Kahn, Walter Donaldson, DeSylva, 
Brown and Henderson, Kern and 
Harbach, Romberg and Hammer- 
stein, Warren, Young and Lewis, 
Irving Berlin, Rogers Fields and 
Hart and others absolutely refuse 
to subject themselves or contribute 
any of their work to the present 
routine of picture production unless 
they have some kind of supervision 
or the power to dictate who shall 
be cast to present their works to 
best advantage. 

Other writers now here as staff 
writers and subject to the whims 
and fancies of the producer are 
discovering that there isn’t as much 
gold on the west coast as there is 
in the east, where they have been 
in the habit of knocking out more 
hits with less effort and better 
working conditions than here. 


That the producers are giving 
everything and not getting much in 
return doesn’t hold true, when one 
goes to the trouble of listing the 
songwriters’ achievements prior to 
going Hollywood. 

Joe Burke abandoned Tin Pan Al- 
ley when such hits as “Oh How I 
Miss You Tonight,” “Carolina Moon” 
and “Yearning” were. piling up 
plenty of royalties. Although he, 
with. Al.Dubin, are one of few teams 


that have clicked with more than. 
four outstanding picture hits, it goes 


to show that pictures were not en- 
tirely responsible for their present 
success. Dubin, himself, could get 
along just as well on Broadway with 
a repetition of such pop hits as 
“Girls that Men Forget,” “Memories 
of France” and “Cup of Coffee, 
Sandwich and You.” 

During the year that L. Wolfe 
Gilbert piled up a gross of $125,000 
he had such hits as “Jeanine,” 
“Chiquita” and “Ramona,” as did 
his present partner, Abel Baer, by 
knocking out such hits as “Aloha, 
Aloha,” “I Miss My Swiss” and 
“Lucky Lindy.” 

Lew Pollock with Erno Rapee 
wrote “Charmaine” and “Diane.” 
Turk and Ahlert wrote “Mean to 
Me” and “I'll Get By,” while Clarke 
and Akst, Dick Whiting and Leo 
Robin, Joe McCarthy and. James 
Hanley, Jimmy Monaco, Edgar Les- 
lie, Harry Woods and Mort Dixon, 
Con Conrad, George Meyer, Archie 


Exclusive management. of 


Studios of the N. B. C. 


THE PICKARD FAMILY 
Exclusive N. B. C. Artists 


Authentic Interpreters of Old Southern and Folk Songs 
Repertoire of over 5,000 Old Songs, Hymns, Jigs, 
Clogs, Hoedowns, Waltzes 
NOVELTY ORCHESTRA containing Banjo, Guitars, Fiddles, 

Harmonicas, Jew’s-Harp, Piano and 


COMPANY’S ARTISTS’ SERVICE, now located in the Chicago 


Organ 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING 


x 


10 Best Sellers 


With biz still down, the past 
week's 10 best sellers are: 

“When It’s Springtime in the 
Rockies” (Villa Moret); “Dane- 
ing With Tears in My Eyes” 
(Witmarks); “You Brought a 
New Kind of Love to Me” 
(Famous); “If I Had a Girl 
Like You” (Feist); “Swingin’ 
in a Hammock” (Berlin); “It 
Happened in Monterey” 
(Feist); “Stein Song” (Fisher); 
“Bye Bye Blues” (Berlin); . 
“Old New England Moon” 
(Berlin), and “My Future Just 
Passed” (Famous), 


Gottler and Sid Mitchell all clicked 
heavy before coming to Hollywood. 

The only team that pictures are 
responsible for bringing to the top 
without much of the New York 
background is that of Arthur Freed 
and Nacio Herb Brown. These boys 
were on the ground floor at the 
outset of pictures and cashed in on 
the picture gravy by growing up 
with the talkers. 


Pictures now are going after class 
songwriters and holding onto all the 
writers they have which fall under 
that category. Tin pan alley writers 
of the hot stuff and the jazz variety 
are being eased out as quickly as 
possible. 

The cast is letting out all song- 
writers possible. Writers under two 
year contracts are having as much 
as one year bought up by the pix 
companies. Cne well-known team 
under a two-year contract to the 
coast, one of waich has been used 
up, is reported having its other 
year bought up by the film com- 
pany and will return to New York 
shortly. 

Pictures want class songwriters 
like Romberg. Friml, Kern, etc. 


Merged 


Charles Tobias, the songwriter, 
has merged with Vincent Rose and 
his orchestra. They are at Blossom 
Heath Inn, Detroit, which Bill Mc- 
Intosh owns and Bill Kurth man- 
ages. 

Tobias-Rose are both songwriters 
of standing and being exploited 
along those line. 


Tiomkin’s “Resurrection” Score 


Universal City, July 29. 

Universal selected Dimitri 
Tiomkin to score the music for 
“Resurrection.” 

Tiomkin, international composer 
and concert pianist, will write an 
original theme number for the pic- 
ture. 


Wayne King from Chi took over 
Vincent Lopez’s Purol hour on NBC 
network. 


Along the Coast 


(Continued from page 97) 


the Stars,” “Kiss Waltz” and “Liv- 
ing in the Sunlight.” 

Lone show tune is “So Beats My 
Heart,” from the “Rah Rah Daze” 
show, which is now just a memory 
here. 


Tubby Garon now doing plenty of 
leg work, carrying Santly' Bros. 
music from night clubs to music 
counters and radio stations, was 
featured over one of the local sta- 
tions as “Cannon Ball Tubby” from 
Chicago. He received 175 applause 
cards. The station wanted him to 
give up song plugging and become 
one of its staff artists but Garon 
refused because the offer didn’t in- 
clude Ben Berman, his partner. 


Prize music tie-up of the season 
is by Sig Bosley of the Robbins 
office. He arranged with Fox-West 
Coast theatres to feature a “Cheer 
Up” week in all its Coast houses. 

Campaign is to stimvlate op- 
timism with the tune, “Cheer Up, 
Good Times Are Coming.” 


“In Memory of You,” pop number 
by Al Dubin and Joe Burke, has 
been selected by Warners as the 
theme song of its 25th anniversary 
celebration in all Warner theatres. 
Number was recorded in an advance 
trailer. 


ARTHUR BEHIM BACK 


Arthur Behim, veteran music 


man, is back after an extended va- | 


eation tour of Europe. 

The former professional manager 
of Harms may return to the music 
biz or may affiliate with C. B. Mad- 
dock or Leo Singer in vaude pro- 
duction, having offers from both, 


Chance for Commercial 

Ferde Grofe, with Paul White- 
man’s permission, and Rudy Wie- 
doeft may undertake a commercial 
radio half hour. 

Grofe is Faur's star arranger but 
having been approached for radio, 
Whiteman may permit him to un- 
dertake this in addition to his usual 
Whiteman orchestral duties. 


Spitzer to West Coast 
Henry M. Spitzer leaves for the 
coast Aug. 7 with Walter Wanger 
and Harry Goetz to look over the 
Par lot and cement Par contacts for 
Famous Music, which Spitzer is 
handling for Par. 


BANKRUPTCY AS BREACH 


Defense Set Up in Matter of Water. 
son Firm’s Bankruptcy 


Whether - Waterson, Berlin & 
Snyder’s bankruptcy is a legal 
breach of a contract or not will 
substantiate W-B-S’ claim for $2,000 
against Victor Alberti & Co., the 
German music publishers who rep- 
resent many American firms in hig 
territory. 

Alberti had guaranteed Water. 
son’s firm $10,000 annually and while 
earning only $3,000, Alberti had 
paid in $8,000. Irving Trust Co., ag 
receivers for Henry Waterson’s 
bankrupt publishing house, now 
sues Alberti for the remaining $2,009 
between $8,000 and $10,000, the guar. 
antee. 


TOMORROW NIGHT, July 31 
at 10 P.M. (Eastern Daylight Time) 


Via WEAF and Associated 
N. B. C. Stations 


JOHNNY 
JOHNSON 


and his 
Victor Recording Orchestra 


Offer a half hour of unusual 
musical entertainment spon- 
sored by the | 


RCA-Victor Radio Hour 


This is Johnny Johnson's first 
broadcast over the N.B.C. network 
in over two years, and he would 
sincerely appreciate comment 
from his friends in the profession, 


Communications to the Victor 
Talking Machine Co. or the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. will reach 
him. 


Now Playing at 


POST LODGE 


Larchmont, N. Y. 


Management M. C. A. 


Thanks to Mr. 


RAY SCHNEIDER 


ORGANIST 


LOEW’S STATE THEATRE 
CLEVELAND 


L. K. SIDNEY 


ALBERT BROWN 


SOLO ORGANIST 


PUBLIX-BALABAN & KATZ THEATRES 


CHICAGO 


WALTER DAVIDSO 


MUSICAL CONDUCTOR 


PUBLIX-BALABAN & KATZ THEATRES, CHICAGO 


OHNNY TOBIN 
And His ORCHESTRA 


NOW PLAYING 


BEACH VIEW GARDENS—CHICAGO 
Management MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


BERT WILLIAMS 


Musical Director 


1927 
Loew’s Stillman, Cleveland Loew’s Sheridan, New York 
These to Loew’s Oriental, Brooklyn 
MARCUS LOEW 
(Peace be with him) ERNST LUZ 


Loew’s Ohio, Columbus 


1928-’29-’30 


Thanks to 
LOUIS K. SIDNEY 


ULDERICO MARCELLI 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


PUBLIX-BALABAN & KATZ THEATRES 


CHICAGO, ILL. 


ART FRASIK And His 


R-K-OLIANS 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
R-K-O PALACE, CHICAGO, ILL. 
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ALL MATERIAL ON ABOVE SONGS NOW READY FOR PERFORMERS, ORCHESTRAS, ORGANISTS, RAHO ARTISTS ETC. 


WIRE/ CALL 


RS TO Paramount - Publia ] 
NTH AVENUE WEW VORK CITY 


PHILADELPHIA CHICAGO DETROIT 
KANSAS CITY LOS ANGELES _ PITTSBURGH 
BOSTON —CLONDON 


| 
| the greatest Catalogue of SONGS | 
| | ever assembled. by one Music. Publisher 
| nt pre! MOINS 44 
SING A LOVE SONG —veerJACK OAKIE THE SAP Fron SYRACUSE 
(LOVIN’ IN THE MOONLIGHT) rearure or CHEVALIER S. "BIGPOND 
| MIA CARA S@AHIGH CLASS BALLAD aso in” THE BIG POND” 
Bl OQWE YOU KANE'S «DANGEROUS NAN 
| | OURS positiveniT in LEAVE IT TO LESTER 
IT SEEMS se S BY THE WRITERS OF. MY: F UTURE JUST PASSED -nurr / 
| 4 
= FAMOUS i 
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BAD MESS AND FIGHT 
ATHOLLYWOOD ON ROAD 


Thé tabs’ report of a beaten 
couple at Hollywood Gardens, the 
Pelham Parkway roadhouse, didn’t 
give the low-down of the “make” 
stuff. which precipitated the battle 


wherein a Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Fisher, of Kew Gardens, L. L, were 
the innocent victims. Fisher, es- 
saying to find out what was the 
matter, was beaten up, and his wife, 
Jeanne, 28, and fashionably gowned, 
rushing in to help, was floored by 
a blow to her jaw when she grabbed 
a handful of one of the assailant’s 
hair.: 

Four nattily attired young fel- 
lows; mistaking the Fisher party 
which included another couple, as 


of ohnny Johnson and 
His Orchestra 


Back at Post Lodge, Larchmont 


July 31 RCA Victor Hour 
Ensemble Will Feature: 


“SINGING A SONG TO |THE Harry Reser’s Road Place music. 
“CHEER Harry Reser, head of his Clic- 
‘quot Club Eskimos, has a soda grill 
and dance spot on the Sunrise EDGEWATER BEACH 
boulevard, Merrick road, Long Is- A 4 
i RAT 10 land, to a $1 couvert which includes par test July 29 
tree ginger-sie Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chi’s 


aus 
799 NEW 


RAVE. ” 
with Reser dropping in for an occa- 


sional banjo solo. 


CASA GRANADA 


Chicago, July 14. 
What once was a tiny temple of 
dansapation from which emerged 
the sweet. tooting Lombardians has 
blossomed into twice its size in the 
cool club built by Al Quoldbach ad- 
joining his origina] Granada cafe. 
Hence that Casa prefix. 
Less than 30 minutes from the 
Loop, the spot is hard to beat and 
although smacking a couvert of $1, 
it garnishes it with reasonable a la 
carte surroundings. In fact, for not 
more than $7.50 a couple can have 
of the paper. The chiseling pub-| that delicious time and eat like two 
lisher of a hokum giveaway girls showing 
irl jazz band | off. 
as Booked for the summer is the 
: “Why didn’t you call me lively Irving Aaronson band. His 
bragging way Commanders are more strident than 
at the house; I would have kept it Lombardo or Ted Weems, firmer 
out of all the papers.” and quicker on fox trots and on 
Hollywood still has Paul White-| occasion toss in a half hour of comic 
man’s name up on the signboards| specialties. This Aaronson band has 
although the maestro closed five 


a rhythm which, slower than Coon- 
days ago. Shappy Shapiro notified} Sanders’ raging tempo, still quick- 
the management unless the boards 


ens the ankles. 

Another pleasantry tha e 

were taken down Whiteman would parquet is big enough for several 

take injunctive proceedings. hilarious couples to keep from el- 
Ted Fiorito and his orchestra 

opened big Friday night, but biz 


bowing into. one another's back. 
Casa Granada gets an agreeable 
eased off badly thereafter and Sun- 
day night warm, saw a very low 


crowd. 
attendance. 


the one who tried to “make” a girl 
at their large party, were waiting 
at the door. In the melee, a toy 
pistol shot, probably as a scare, 
went off, and said to have been fired 
by one of the men in the party 
One of the party at the attacking 
mob’s table is said to be a showgir 
from the Hollywood's floor revue. 

Inside stuff has it that the cops 
have the license number of an auto- 
mobile. 

When the tabs printed the story, 
Ben Uberall of the Hollywood Gar- 
dens’ management is quoted as 
stating he would have givem “15 
grand” to have kept the story out 


Broadcasting by WBBM, which 
has been getting the meat right 
along, with Lombardo, Ted Weems 
and Aaronsohn in succession, and 
upholds the piney rep for swell 


ritziest hostelry, has taken an acre 
or so of its back yard and fashioned 
one of the finest outdoor dancing 
spots in the west. Fringing along 


“Speed” Young’s band at the helm 


LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


Lake Michigan, with its cooling 
breezes, and beautifully lighted, the 
spot compares with’ Miami in every 
respect; only palms, monkeys and 
amingoes are absent. Crowds 
from 1,000 to. as high as 5,000 use 


the stone floor nightly, with the 


| IRVING AARONSON | 


hotel fighting to keep the spot ex- 
clusive. 


| THE BRICK TOPS | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
Special Engagement 
GRANADA CAFE 
CHICAGO 


TAL HENRY | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 
Warner Bros.-Vitaphone Artists 


Exclusive Management 
Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway. New York 


[JESSE STAFFORD| 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Now in Second Year at 


PALACE HOTEL 


San Francisco 


(Brunswick Records) 


Featuring His and Gene Rose’s 
“TONIGHT” 


IPAUL WHITEMAN 


“KING OF JAZZ” 
(Universal Picture) 
ARROWHEAD INN 
(For the August Season) 
SARATOGA SPRINGS 
Personal Kep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 


Music by Dan Russo and his 
Edgewater Beach Mariners is titled 
“Chi’s wonder orchestra,” chiefly 
because Russo has played here for 


(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 
America’s Greatest Girl Band 


$85,000 TO FIX UP 


College Inn, Chi, to Have Most 
Elaborate Lighting System 


Chicago, July 29. 
Around $85,000 is reported being 
spent to completely renovate the 
College Inn underneath the Hotel 
Sherman, due to reopen this fall. 


Rdom will be the most complete 
electrically equipped cabaret in the 
country. 

College Inn being made smaller 
with all interior posts to come 
down. 


Radio in U. S. 


(Continued from page 96) 


stations. N.B.C. having 75 and 
Columbia 65 in their hookups. 

There are some powerful inde- 
pendent stations like WOR, New 
York City; WGN, Chicago; WGY, 
Schenectady, and KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, but so far as broadcasting 
is cencerned their stuff is purely 
local and in the main the advertis- 
ing comes over the chain systems 
which in the bigger industrial spots 
of the country practically ‘control 
the air entertainment. In this re- 
spect New York city takes the lead 
with each chain sending out of here. 


Dixon Can’t See It 


Hollywood, July 29. 


Not so enthused over. California, 
Mort Dixon made an adjustment 
with Bobby Crawford on his First 
National songwriting contract. 

The writer will continue his con- 
tract in New York, writing popular 
and show lyries for the Warner 
group of publishers, 


Lombardo With Publix? 
Guy Lombardo and orchestra may 
go Paramount Publix for 10 weeks 
on a run, doubling from the Hotel 
Roosevelt, New York, in the fall. 


i 


Stag Files 
Bankruptcy Petition 


Milwaukee, July 29. 


party entertainer, recently filed a 


voluntary petition in bankruptcy in 
federal court. Among her creditors 
she lists such individuals as 
“Pinkey, last name unknown,” and 
numerous other “ party girls” whose 
names and addresses she is unable 
to recall. 

Mrs. Brooks has long been known 
to stag program committees. She 
gained considerable local attention 
last winter when haled into court 
on a charge of contributing to the 
delinquency of two minor girls who 
were alleged to have danced in the 
nude at a local stag. 

Liabilities are scheduled at $6,342 
and assets at $575. Unpaid salaries 
of several girl dancers are among 
her liabilities. 


Jack Oakie may go Victor or 
Brunswick records. Ethel Merman 
and Al Siegel also being flirted with 
by both. 


VICTOR 
YOUNG 


Musical Director 


BROADCASTING OVER N.B.C, 


CONDUCTING 
“WAYT AG” 


“STUDEBAKER 
CHAMPIONS” 
and “SYMPHONIC RAPHS” 


Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, 


five years and has, at the present 
time, a contract calling for an in- 
definite engagement. 

Russo uses 14 men, who from 
seven to eight-thirty nightly hop 
into the main dining room and, with 
a pipe organ, drill out concert 
music. From nine on, in naval cos- 
tume, the boys hand out the hot 
music in the open air. This versa- 
tility -has caused the N. B. C. to 
sive Russo two chains to broadcast 
over on Mondays and Fridays. The 
rest of the week KYW eats up the 
program. 


Ind. 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


GEORGE OLSEN CLUB 
CULVER CITY, CAL. 
VICTOR RECORDS 


| B. A. ROLFE | 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 
LUCKY STRIKE 


Dance Orchestra 
Thrice Weekly Over N. B. C. 


| ANSON WEEKS | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Back Aaain! 


MARK HOPKINS HOTEL 


PHIL FABELLO | 


and His 
R-K-O Entertainers 


Creators of the Fabello Policy 
R-K-O COLISEUM, New York 


TAVERN 


WALTER SHEETS A CHOP HOUSE 
DIRECTING QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


THE WORLD’S 


ROSE 


The Greatest 


America’s Foremost Ballroom 


Sist St. and B’way 
New York City 


The Mecca of Musicians 


Always 


SHOW PLACE 


LAND 


Dance Bands 


JESSE. 


Loew’s Capitol Orchestra |) 456.8 WEST 48TH STREET 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA East of Broadway 


day from 8:00 to 6:30 P. 


ORGANIST 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE, NEW 
Selections from “CAVALLERIA RUSTICANA” 
WABC every Saturday during Paramount-Publix Hour at 10:00 P. M.—WABC Every Su®- 


M.—WABC Ever 
VICTOR 


CRAWF ORD 


YORK, playing 


ry eed from 10 30 to 11:00 P. M 
CORD 


Indéfinitely 


Composer of 
“TOO TIRED” 
“KNEE DEEP IN 
“TIE ME TO YOUR 


“GET OUT AND GET UNDER THE MOON” 


LARRY SHAY 


DIRECTING VOCAL ENSEMBLES 


DAISIES” 


APRON STRINGS AGAIN” 
and others. 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


AUR 


And His SEATTLE HARMONY KINGS 


NOW PLAYING AT WIL-SHORE OUTDOOR GARDENS, CHICAGO 


Management MUSIC. CORPORATION OF AMERI 


Marjorie Lee Brooks, stag ana - 
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NOW 
General Musical 
Director for 
WARNER BROS. 
and 
FIRST NATIONAI 
PICTURES 
1918-1919 
Musical Director RIVOLI THEATRE, New York 
| 1920 
Musical Director “LASSIE” COMPANY, New York 
1920-192 3 
Musieal Director CAPITOL THEATRE, New York 
192 3-197 
Managing and Musical Director FOX THEATRE, Philadelphia, Pa. 
| 1925-1926 
General Musical Director UFA THEATRES, Berlin, Germany 
1927-1930 
Musical Director ROXY THEATRE, New York 
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General Musical Director 


FOR 


UNIVERSAL PICTURES 


CARL LAEMMLE, President 


Conceived and directed complete synchronization of “ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN 
FRONT,” “CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD,” “HELL’S HEROES,” and entire Universal 
product for the years 1929 and 30. 


LEO ROBI 
RICHARD WHITING 


New Professional Manager in CHICAGO 


ART STILLER 
Will Be Glad to See His Friends at WOODS THEATRE BUILDING 


In LOS ANGELES 
JACK ARCHER 


Invites All to Hear the New Songs at 845 So. B’ way, Majestic Theatre Building 


International Song Announcement in Forthcoming “Variety” Issue 


DONALDSON, DOUGLAS 1595 Broadway, New 
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4 
| America’s Distinguished 
Composer 
for the screen ------ 
ARTHUR “RIO RITA” 


and now ---- 


BOOK AND LYRICS SHOT SUNRISE” 


etro- Go yr ae | “HEART O’ THE ROCKIES” 
Studios 


For Radio Pictures 
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AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT TO A MAN 


MR. LOUIS SIDNEY 


An Appreciation of His Kindly Interest, Intelligent Guidance and Cordiality 


ALBERT 


Director of Music, Loew’s De Luxe New York Theatres 


WILLIAM SAM 


Kk R N L FEATURING TINEY KELLY 
it A A S a Now Playing at Rialto Gardens 


CHICAGO 
Now Writing Broadcasting Daily Over WBBM 


LYRICS AND MUSIC CONTRACTOR = = 


for and | 
FOX PICTURES NEWELL CHASE 


for the Forthcoming Maurice Chevalier Picture 


HOLLYWOOD | R-K-O “LITTLE CAFE” 
._STATE-LAKE PARAMOUNT 


Now writing oroginal scores, incidental music and songs for 


Bett Lee la lor 
y bg Authored compositions and incidental music for “HELL’S 


, Y HEROES,” “SONG OF THE CABALLERO,” “TARZAN,” “TERRY 
HARRY BORJES OF THE TIMES,” “JADE BOX,” “THE LIGHTNING EXPRESS” 
’ ’ 


BROADCASTING TUESDAYS THROUGH DIRECTOR and “THE INDIANS ARE COMING.” 
W2AXD z wae WGY ’ W2AXF OF In addition to this wrote over 400 original compositions for other 
CONSOLE CAPERS—NOVELTY PROGRAM—MUSCIAL “TAYLOR” SHOP Picteres. 
USI 


LOEW’S 


ABE MEYER JIMMIE MONACO 


Now Supervising Music for 
Fourteen Producers in Hollywood With 


With 
MEYER SYNCHRONIZING SERVICE LTD. Joe Fulco FOX STUDIOS 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
4 METROPOLITAN STUDIOS Loew’s State Theatre HOLLYWOOD 


HOLLYWOOD NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


DAN 


| And His EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL MARINERS 
NOW PLAYING AT THE EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL, CHICAGO, INDEFINITELY 


Broadcasting Nightly Over KYW N. B. C. Chain Every Monday Night 
Exclusive Management MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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Ends Season Aug. 


gon here 
date had 
‘Ponca Cit 
quarters, 


Following Long Circus Battle 


Prairie du Chien, Wis., July 29. 
The “101 Ranch” will end its sea- 
Aug. 3. Original closing 
been set for Sept. 1 at 
y, Okla., the show’s winter 
but due to the bad biz en- 
red, since leaving the East, 
owner, decided on the 
closing. 
eae is the second independent 
circus to fold in midseason, being 
eceded by Christy Bros. two 
weeks ago. Closing of the “101” 
removes the jast serious opposition 
to the Ringling circuses. Officials 
‘of the Ringling office estimate John 
‘Ringling spent nearly $50,000 fight- 
ng the “101” this season. When 
word of the closing reached the 
Ringling office some 20 billers, 


‘pired as opposition men, were laid 


AD 


Pwrhiie the “101,” like other out- 
‘door attractions this year, had its 
‘ups and downs, it was generally 
conceded to be about $50,000 winner 


‘before entering Long Island. Here 


» preceding a Ringling outfit. 


some $30,000 slipped away on weak 
‘spots. Leaving the east, the show 
‘headed West either following or 
Ring- 


‘ Jing set out to give the “101” battle 


and he succeeded, although in At- 
lantic City and a bunch of other 
‘seaboard spots, the “101” is said 
to have grossed more than the 


Ringling Barnum show, which at 


the time was on their taii. 


Never- 
theless the continual fighting told 
on the “101.” Outdoorers figure the 


* wild west might have lasted the 


‘the road in 1931 not known yet. 


season if it could have picked a 
stand not billed for some other 
circus. 
Whether the will take to 
At 
present Zack Miller is in New York, 


“101” 


-where it is reported an offer has 


been made for the show. Lew 
Wintz, an oil man in Oklahoma, 
was also said to have bid in on the 
trick. Miller Bros. no longer own 
the “101 Ranch” at Ponca City, the 
several thousand acres and prop- 
ertiés having been taken over this 
past summer when several mort- 
gages fell due. 

Likely now also that all suits by 
Zack Miller, against various 
Ringling outfits, and Tom Mix, will 


’ now be dropped. Most all the suits 


were sidetracked by: Ringling at- 
torneys. 


“LOADED” GAMBLING 


“ Pittsburgh Police Arrest Bernadi 


Show Concessionaires 


Pittsburgh, July 29. 
Seventeen concession stand own- 


/ers attached to the Bernadi shows, 


operating at Greenburg, near here, 
last week under the auspices of the 
United Spanish American War Vet- 
erans, entered pleas of guilty to 
charges of gambling and were fined 
$3 and costs. 

Informations were filed against 
the men by state police. 

It was said that all the merchan- 
dise seized would returned. 
Many of the gambling devices, po- 
lice claimed, were “loaded.” 


Peoria at $100 a Day 


Peoria, July 29. 

Carnival license was raised to 
$100 a day here recently. 

Experience with the Harry Billick 
Gold Medal outfit, that had to stay 
two weeks because they couldn’t 
raise railroad fare, brought about 
the increase of $80 a day. 

Canton,.O., July 29. 

Carnivals are banned from Can- 
ton and no more permits will b« 
issued. Mayor Herman R. Witte: 
said he was opposed to carnival: 
and urged council to see that the 
city ordinance demanding $100 < 
day license fee was enforced. 

Councilmen, who are also op- 
Posed to permitting carnivals with- 
in the city, say those which have 
appeared here in recent weeks have 
gotten beyond control of 
auspices, 


$10,000 ASSAULT SUIT 
. Los Angeles, July 29. 
Venice Giant Dipper Co. has a 
$10,000 suit against it for injuries 


received by William F. Barr, 18, who 
;) Says an employe of the ride man- 
handled him last December. 


Boy says he paid for a ride and 


received a broken leg in the as- 
Sault, 


CARNIVAL TAKE SO LOW 
ROOM RENT IS WORRY! 


Chicago, July 29. 
It’s been a tough season on local 
carnivals about here. 


One, of 10 rides, 11 shows and 21 
concessions, that prides itself on the 
fact it never uses a name, has been 
playing the lots about the town 
since May. In every week stand 
spot the lot rent, license and lights 
have been paid by the auspices. Yet 
after the 12 weeks of work the two 
owners have had to borrow dowgh to 
pay the rent of the flat they lived in. 


| Airport No Circus Lot 


Dubuque, Ia., July 29. 
After Ringling Bros.’ advance 
man arranged for the big show at 
the city’s airport and made all ar- 
rangements for a pitch there the 
Chamber of Commerce remembered 
that the port is an accredited field 
and so listed by the U. S. depart- 
ment of commerce aeronautics 
branch. That means, says Uncle 
Sam, that there’ll be no obstruction 
on the field, even for 24 hours, and 
the Chamber of Commerce says the 
town is going to stay air-minded 

even though it loses the circus, 
The field was chosen as the only 
available site for the big top in the 
community. Everyone waiting to 

see what the circus will do now. 


Robbins, Indie Circus, 
Expands as Fight Is on 


Chicago, July 29. 
Robbins Bros.’ circus, last of the 
fair-sized independent circuses, 
added a new 120-foot top, with three 
50-foot middle pieces and 1,400 new 
reserve seats last week in Iowa. 
Although the show is being fought 
by the various Ringling outfits, it is 
now figured to stay out the regular 
season. Show has always played 
the wheat belt of Kansas each sea- 
son and will do so this year, despite 
the fact Ringling has all of his six 
tricks making the same territory. 
Circus had two capacity houses 
in Winterset, Ia., last week. Since 
the 4th of July has been making a 
little money. Traveling on 20 cars. 


Another Spot Shut 


Rensselaer, July 29. 

Rensselaer, a city of about 13,000, 
has barred carnivals, tent shows vor 
any other outside show. 

The measure was opposed by sev- 
eral fire companies of the city, who 
have sponsored carnivals. almost 
yearly. 

The ordinance was sponsored by 
the mayor and chief of police, to 
whom complaints of gyp games 
operated at such shows were made. 


Cole Bros. Gate Better 


Kansas City, Mo., July 29. 

Cole Bros. circus playing Mis- 
souri has had an increase of from 
$200 to $300 daily in receipts since 
leaving the far west. 

Outfit has not made real money 
the entire season, but is now fig- 
ured to come in a final winner, hav- 
ing wiped up some back printing 
tills within the past three weeks. 


Mrs. Barnes’ Settlement 


Chicago, July 29. 

Estate of the late Fred M. Barnes 
has agreed to settle the claim of 
Mrs. Florence Barnes, third wife 
and divorced, of the outdoor man, 
but at a heavy reduction. 

It’s understood that Mrs. Barnes 
will receive around $4,000 on claims 
aggregating more than $19,000. 


OUTDOOR NOTES 


Chi Stadium has been leased, on 
a percentage basis, to Sam Wolff, 
Aug. 7, for a go between Fidel La 
Barba and Earl Mastro. 


Chi now the circus center with 
all Ringling and independent agents 
around the hotel lobbies. 

Jack Hoxie is going back to Pic- 
tureland after Aug. 3. ~ Finished 
with the cireus game. 


Stunt Man Cuts In 


Ted Elder, feature of the 101 
Ranch, has been dragging down 
$250 a week for letting a nag 
jump between his legs, while 
he stands on his head. Break- 
ing his ankle he was forced 
out. 

One of the laborers offered 
for $35 weekly to do the stunt. 
On the try-out he won as much 
applause as Elder. Only thing 
saved Elder’s job the 
closing of the show. 


Kickbacks to Fair Secs 
Leave No Commish Net; 
Morris Office Off of It 


Outside of high-class outdoor 
booking such as at the Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City, declared paying right 
salaries, the William Morris office 
is through with the outdoor field, 
and particularly fairs. The office 
found, especially with the booking 
of fairs, from accounts, that the 
money to be made was too small in 
comparison with the wining and 
dining that had to be done, plus 
expected kickbacks to secretaries. 

The Morris office last year tried 
booking attraetions in all outdoor 
engagementts, including fairs, fig- 
uring that the name acts it had 
would swing them into that book- 
ing field in a big way. 

“They wanted only $300 and $400 
acts,” is the explanation now given 
for forgetting about the fairs. 

The Morris office is booking name 
acts for Saturdays and Sundays at 
Atlantic City’s Steel Pier. Latest 
signed is George Jessel, opening 
about Aug. 15. 

Belle Baker, figured as a draw on 
the pier, is the exception to the 
two-day stand, going in for a week 
Aug. 2. 


Tom Mix Quells Panic, 


Circus Near Blowdown 


St. Paul, July 29. 

Tom Mix got a page 1 spread 
in the dailies for halting a panic 
when 60-mile gale nearly brought 
a Sells-Floto blow down during 
night of 25th. 

Sweeping over the city without 
warning on the heels of a record 
hedt wave the storm: blew down 
trees, disrupted electric service and 
swayed poles violently in the big 
top. The crowd rose en masse with 
the first blow and started in a 
rush for the exits 15 minutes after 
the show started. 

Racing into the center arena on 
Tony, Mix put the. horse through 
all his paces. His calmness in the 
midst of the swaying poles and 
rigging, together with the combined 
efforts of circus attaches brought 
the panicky crowd to its senses, al- 
though most left the tent. 

Heat which sent the mercury to 
95 in the p. m., coupled with the 
stcrm at night, put the show in 
the red for its one day stand Mil- 
ler’s “101” with Jack Hoxie is here 
July 30. 


Passion Play Closes 


Shawnee, Okla., July 29. , 
Frieburg Passion Play, with the 
Georg Fassnacht family and play- 
ing under canvas here, closed July 
26. Bad biz and terrific heat the 
cause. 
Georg Fassnacht, owner, said the 
troupe would take up a western 
route about Sept. 1. 


CIRCUSES 


Ringling-Barnum 


July 28, Davenport, Ia.; 30, Des Moines; 
$1, Cedar Rapids, Ia.; Aug. 1, Sterling, 
Ill.; Aug. 2-10, Chicago, Ill.; 11, Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Sells- Floto 


July 28, Mankato, Minn.; 29, Mason City, 
Ia.; Carroll, Ia.; 31, Fremont, Neb.; Aug. 
1, Lincoln, Neb.; 2, Smith Center, Kan. 

John Robinson 


July 28, Mt. aCrmel, Ill.; 29, Mt. Ver- 
non; 30, Centralia; 31, Belleville; Aug. 1, 
Alton, Ill; 2, Hannibal, Mo.; 3, Quincy. 
Ill.; 4, Kirksville, Mo. 

Hagenbeck- Wallace 

July 28-Aug. 2, Regina, Sask., Can. 

Al G. Barnes 


July 28, Windsor, N. S., Can.; 29, Digby; 
30, Yarmouth; 31, Bridgewater; Aug. 1, 
Halifax; 2, Truro, N. S.; 4, St. John, 
N. B., Can. 
Gentry Bros. 

July 28, Ashtabula, O.; 29, Lorain; 30, 
Elyria; 31, Tiffin; Aug. 1, Lima; 2, Spring- 
field; 4, Lancaster, Ohio. 


= 


RINGLING’S OWN SHOWS 
IN TERRITORY JAMS 


Kansas City, July 29. 
Ringling owned circuses’ are 
tumbling over each other here in the 
west seeking spots. Some idea of 
the jam-up from the following rail- 
road contracts laid down last week: 


Ponca City, Okla.—Sparks, Sept. 


14; Ringling-Barnum, Sept. 10. 


Coffeyville, Kan.—Sparks, Sept. 1; 
John Robinson, Aug. 23. 

Amarillo, Tex.—Barnes, 
Ringling-Barnum, Sept. 25. 

Independence, Kan.—John Robin- 
son, Aug. 20; Sparks, Sept. 2. 

Ardmore, Okla.—Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace, Sept. 9; Sparks, Sept. 10. 

Gainesville, Tex. — Hagenbeck- 
Wallace, Sept. 10; Sparks, Sept. 11. 

San Angelo, Tex.—H-W, Sept. 15; 
Ringling-Barnum, Sept. 23. 

All these spots are considered fair 
stands, but shoving in two tricks, 
with short time between, has the 
towns worried, with most of the lo- 
cal Chambers of Commerce wonder- 
ing just how much dough a circus 
really carries out of a town. 


May Route Coast Auto 
Show Under Canvas 


Los Angeles, July 28. 
A number of coast automobile dis- 


Sept. 5; 


i tributors are considering showing 


their cars under canvas this fall 
throughout rural communities. The 
two big coast auto shows are held 
here and at Frisco, and come in the 
fall, 


Most of the auto firms have 
brought out new models in the past 
two months, and distributors figure 
the tent idea is a business promoter. 
Some have gone as far as to inter- 
est builders of farmnig implements 
to come in on the proposition. 

Idea was originated by Ford. 
which concern is now showing its 
new models under canvas in the 
middle ‘west, playing three-day 
dates in each town. 

One local distrib with a yen for 
show business has been sounding 
outdoor showmen with the plan of 
including a number of shows and 
games in the layout to make these 
attracitons pay for the overhead of 
the tour. 


CARNIVALS 


(For current week (July 28-Aug. 2) 
when not otherwise indicated.) 


Alabama, New Haven, Ky. 
American, Johnstown, Pa. 

Bright Way, Netcong, N. J. 
fi Butler, Mt. Carmel, Ill. 

Bee, Taylorsville, Ky. 

Bodnar, Monroe, Wis. 

Coe, Wayland, Ky. 

Cetlin & Wilson, Mahanoy City, Pa. 


Conklin-Garrett, Vegreville, Alta, 28-30; 
Vermilion, 3l-Aug. 2. 

Crafts, Chico, Calif. 
Dixieland, McNeil, Ark. 
Fairly, Macomb, III. 

Fleming, Bloomington, Ind, 
Greenburg, Helper, Utah. 
Heth, Salem, 

Hugo, Ragan, Neb. 
International Joncquiere, Que., Can. 
Isler, Madison, Ia. 

Jones, Mansfield, O. 

Kennedy, Jerome, Id. 

Krause, Frankfort, Ky. 
Lachman-Carson, Lincoln, Neb. 
Landes, Concordia, Kan. 

Lee, Evarts, Ky. 

Leggette, Eureka, Kan. 
McClellan, Boonville, Ind. 
Majestic, Milbank, S. D. 
Metropolitan, Girardville, Pa. 
Michigan United, Dunkirk, Ind. 
Monarch, Haverstraw, N. Y. 
Morris-Castle, Regina, Can. 


Murphy, La Fayette, Ind. 


Page, Campbelisville, Ky. 
Pearson, Decatur, I). 
Rubin-Cherry, Aberdeen, S. D. 
Savidge, Sidney, Neb. 

Seifer, Trenton, Neb. 
Siebrand, Bismarck, N. D. 
Sol’s, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Southern States, Lyons, Kan. 
Strayer, Bessemer, Mich. 
Weiss, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Wolf’s, Boone, Ia. 

Work, East Brady. Pa. 


Wortham, John, Thief River Falls, Minn. 


CIRCUSES GO INTO RED 
AS BIG FAIR FEATURE 


Chicago, July 29. 

New low grosses, established, by 
circuses used as grand stand attrac- 
tions at state fair this season, in- 
dicate the fair managers are about 
washed up on this type amusement. 
The Hagenbeck-Wallace outfit, play- 
ing the North Dakota fair at Fargo 
last week, under a guarantee of $7,- 
000, grossed exactly $3,000. The 
Grand Forks, N. D., fair, with the 
H-W trick for last Friday and 
Saturday at $10,000, failed to get the 
nut. 

Two years ago Aurora fair tried a 
circus and made money with the 
idea. Spasmodically, fairs through- 
out the country have tried the cir- 
cus idea and won. Last year when 
Ringling announced he would play 
fairs with his circuses there was a 
rush of fair managers to book a 
name circus for a draw. All wanted 
the Ringling-Barnum show, but all 
shied away when the price of $30,000 
daily was made known. ; 
Still figuring the name Ringling 
would draw the fair managers went 
finally for the Hagenbeck-Wallace 
outfit, which was offered to all 
comers. Those who took it were 
the two North Dakota towns men- 
tioned, Regina, Sask., Can., for a 
week; Lincoln, Neb., and Milwaukee. 
All figured the circus would put 
their fair on-the map and pull them 
out of the red. 

All in Red 

So far all circus fair dates have 
been red ones. One big one, the 
Dallas State Fair last year, with 
the same H-W outfit, slipped into 
the red some $20,000 on this one 
item alone, 

Understood now all fair men have 
declared off circuses forever, which 
no doubt will please the Ringling 
office as at present they are rail- 
roading the H-W outfit from Regina, 
Sask., to Milwaukee, Wis., because 
the latter town wouldn’t allow a 
substitute circus to play the date. 

The Hagenbeck show will be the 
fastest hopping circus in the biz 
when it leaves Regina Aug. 2 and 
attempts to run to Milwaukee for 
the Wisconsin State Fair, Aug. 25- 
30. 

Show will play Billings, Mont., 
Aug. 12, following with Sheridan and 
Gillette to Broken Bow. On Aug. 19 
slated to go into Denison, Ia., allow- 
ing four days to make the run’ to 
Milwaukee. Show will attempt to 
play each day on the journey. Defi- 
nitely decided the H-W outfit will 
play the Wisconsin Fair. Attempts 
to substitute the Al G. Barnes ¢ir- 
cus for the date were met with fi 
refusals by the fair board. 


Wreck Cost 5 Dates 


Moncton, N. B., July 29. 

Al G. Barnes circus lost five days 
here from effects of wreck encoun- 
tered last week while en route from 
Newcastle to Charlottetown. 

Circus gave the night perform- 
ance here as scheduled, but on un~ 
loading wagons discovered it would 
be impossible to continue without 
repairs. Towns cancelled were; 
Amherst, New Glasgow, No. Sydney 
and Sydney. Route was resumed 
at Windsor, the 28th. 


FRANK GAVIN 


Concessions 


Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Circus 


PATRICIA 


“The Girl from the Golden West” 


Featured with Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus 


SALMON 


OPEN FOR 


ALBERT HODGINI ano FAMILY 


FEATURED BAREBACK RIDERS WITH HAGENBECK-WALLACE CIRCUS 
INDOOR CIRCUSES 


WINTER SEASON FOR 
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Englewood 
rs and 40 mins. of as- 

use without intermissional 

yt f. Probably record for a show- 
night, With eleven acts. 
Rose Marie, in from the 
ke as a guest star, pan- 
jcked them. Dalton and Craig, com- 
edy team, did the same next to clos- 
ing with their hoke. 

he bookers said Lene Star Four, 

tet of boys in cowboy cnaps, 
grove 700 miles te do the show- 
ing of their harmeny and musical 
novelty. In 23 minutes, exactly 1,- 
400 miles too far. Sunshine Juve- 
niles, three girls, in No. 2, harmony 
and dancing, weak, but littie girl's 
acro dance neat and fast. Baby 
Rose Marie fellowed. Uhfid doesn’t 
need a stage band. 

Marker and Schenk, girl and rube 
jn songs and ehatter, with ancient 
riddles and farm gags, a pastoral 
turn. Renard and West started 
well with telegrams he reads, but 
sagged in the center on shortened 
unch, finally finishing strong. 
Roselinda Bailey, soprano, spotted 
right, over on her semi-operatic 
airs but a difficult proposition for 
family booking. “Mr. Booze,” five 
men in harmony and a girl, the bar- 
room sketch just before Volstead- 
ism, blatant. Sonny Gordon, sing- 
ing monologist, merely placid. 

Up to this point a strange bill, 
with no hoofing, when it’s usually 
the other way around. Situation 
saved by King Steppers, six girls, 
five in line, and a boy. Weak on 
preduction, no singing, and reg- 
ulation stepping. Girl acro has one 
good stunt, a back rise without 
hends. Dalton and Craig, man and 
the girl he treats rough, sold their 
low hoke line. Benta Bros. and 
Rita, acrobatic and posing, closed, 
finishing with their triple stand 
adagio lift. “Fall Guy” (Radio). 
Business exceedingly good. 


jns 
Baby 
state-La 


Radio Pictures midwestern con- 
vention was held at the Stevens 
last week, with 70 managers and 
salesmen attending. Sol Rosen- 
ee general sales manager, pre- 
sided. 


Fred Varin, R-K-O club depart- 
ment, moving his office back to the 
R-K-O fifth floor of the State-Lake 
building Aug. 1. 


All claims against the Fred M. 
Barnes estate due to be settled in 
Probate Court by Aug. 1. 


Publix opens the new Paramount 
(2,500), _Hammond, Ind., Aug. 2. 
Will be in Harry Katz's division. 


Larry Lipton now with R-K-O as 
aid to J. J. Hess, western director 
of exploitation. Lipton formerly 
with Fox Metropolitan in New York. 


Emory Ettelson, R-K-O road 
agent, gone on five weeks’ leave cf 
absence, returning in September. 
Ettelson has held the post three 
years. Formerly was in the vaude 
agency of Halperin, Shapiro & Et- 
telson. 

SARANAC LAKE 
By “HAPPY” BENWAY 
7 All endurance records shot— 
senway has been sitting 
he ed for one year, eight months, 
ee weeks, four days, eight hours 
and 22 minutes at the N. V. A. San. 


Gladys Bishop, who left the col- 


> Poverpei time ago, is doing well 

Roo ostess at the Silhouette Tea 
™m., Lost a little weight, but 


R-K-O WOODS 


“HELL’S ISLAND” 


a JACK HOLT, DOROTHY 
EBASTIAN, RALPH GRAVES 


what’s a couple of pounds in a tea 
room? 


Hot weather causes a few set- 
backs. Sue Nace ordered to bed in 
color. Nellie Quealy now bed case. 
Ben Shaffer not so bad, but doctor 
says bed for his nerves. Julia 
Kubas much abed with high-temp. 

District Manager Dalton (Fox) 
and A. B. Anderson, manager Pon- 
tiac theatre here, gave the new 
Lodge the once over. 


Alfred Pierce caused an uproar 
at the Lodge when found missing 
for over 24 hours. Found him asleep 
under the stake and chain wagon 
on the Sparks circus lot. 


Another holiday for the patients. 
Sparks Circus hits town, bigger and 
better than ever. About 25 show- 
folk patients attending. General 
Manager Watts of the show much 
impressed with sick artists. “Va- 


with jurisdiction over the Lafayette. 


Adams stays dark ‘till cool 
weather and then will be used for 
fill-in house. Lease only has a year 
to run. 


Eddie Peabody comes to the Fox 
for a four-week stay. 


Embassy theatre, which flopped 
with newsreel policy and went into 
srind, now is trying sex pictures 
for women only. “Unguarded 
Girls,” after three weeks, for men 
only at the Shubert Detroit, was 
brought in here. 


NEWARK 


By C. R. AUSTIN 

R-K-O-Proctor’s—"‘Shooting Straight”; 
vaude, 

Loew’s State—‘‘Rogue Song”; vaude. 

Newark—'‘‘What Men Want’; vaude. 

Branford—‘ Dangerous Nan McGrew"; 
stage show. 

Mosque—‘‘For the Defense.” 

Fox Terminal—"“One Mad Kiss.” 

Rialto—"‘Way of All Men.”’ 

Little—"“Variety” (1st half); “Sins of 
the Fathers’ (2d half). 

Canitol—"'Sweet Mama.” 

Orpheum—“‘Convict 13156"; revue, 


Changes in the Warner organiza- 
tion send Dick Hill to become dis- 
trict manager of Hudson county. 
Jule Laurent, recently manager of 
Tivoli and Central, becomes a dis- 
trict manager, taking a territory 
made out of parts of two other dis- 
tricts which were too large. He 
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riety” mugg only one with baggy 
pants. Great day for all. 


General Report 


Fred Rith up for one meal.... 
Ben Shaffer strictly abed....Harry 
Namba up for three meals....Rich- 
ord Moore abed....Ford Raymond 
ditto....Thomas Abbott, up three 
meals....John J. Farrell, up two 
meals....William Holly abed. No 
exercise. ...Edward DeCora, up two 
meals....Eddie Voss up much.... 
Val Kincaid, ditto....Bobby Hatz 
up, doing well....David Mavity 
also....Anna Mae Powers up two 
meals....Viola Allen too....Xeal 
Edwards still abed....Catherine 
Vogelle also....Helen O'Reilly up 
three meals....Edith Cohen too.... 
Constance Reeves okay and up.... 
Ethel Clouds ditto....Dorothy Har- 
vard okay. Up two meals....Lilly 
Leonora up two meals....Hans 
Meyer, fine improvement....Irving 
Blocm also....Chris Hagedorn ready 
for big town....George Harmon 
much okay....Dick Kuni so-so, but 
up for three meals....Andreas Erv- 
ing, too....J. C. Louden abed.... 
Harry English ditto....Mike Mce- 
Namee abed....Vernon Lawrence, 
all up....Lawrence McCarthy too. 

Angels Papulis okay. Home 
soon....Leah Temple up two meals. 
....Most everyone on the right side 
for past month. 

Write to those that you know in 
Saranac. 


DETROIT 


By LEE ELMAN 


Michigan—‘“Our Blushing Brides” 
week) 

Fox—‘“‘Hell’s Island.” 

Fisher—‘‘Lawful Larceny.” 

United Artists—‘‘Raffles.”” 

Paramount—“Dawn Patrol.” 

State—*‘Holiday.” 

Madison—'‘'For the Defense.” 


“Street Scene” inaugurates fall 
season at the Cass, Aug. 31. Harry 
McKee is now manager of the Cass 


SINGLE ROOM, 


HOTEL LORRAINE 
CHICAGO 


DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY 


LEONARD HICKS, President 


BATH, $2.00 UP 


IN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 
Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 


| Se ale, which is higher than 


handles Royal, Bloomfield; Calridge 


and Wellington, Montclair; Em- 
bassy and Hollywood, Orange; 
Baker, Dover; Capitol, Belleville; 


and Hudson, Kearny. 


Mindlin’s Playhouse closed Fri- 
day unexpectedly. They had a big 
ballyhoo all worked out for “Swing 
High,” but decided it foolish to buck 


the heat. Reopening first week in 
September. 
Fox Terminal closes Saturday 


until September—the first time the 
house has closed since Fox took it. 
Renovation has been too difficult to 
finish with the shows running. For 
some of the work, union rules de- 
mand triple time. It was decided 
money would be saved both ways 
by renovating work all day. 


The Newark has dropped the Bert 
Smith Players (musical tabs) and 
returned to five acts of vaudeville. 
The double features have been re- 
duced to one, 


dispute between the Shu- 
Sorhagen (transfer man) 
settled with Sorhagen 
move scenery at a 
lower price. He avers that this 
will all have to come out of his 
pocket as the unions won't cut the 
that in 
most other cities. Shubert and 
Broad reopen with legit August 25. 


The 
bert and 
has been 
agreeing to 


SAN DIEGO 


By LON JEROME SMITH 


Spreckels—“White Cargo.’ 


Superba—‘*Three Faces East.” 
Fox—'‘‘Love Among the Millionaires 
Fox California—'‘Lady of Scandal. 
Savoy Players Dramatic stock, 
Liberty—Stock burlesque } 
Orpheum Dawn Patro 
Missicn——“‘Dumbbells in Ermine 
Broadway—"'Girl of the Port. | 
Cabrillo—‘‘Journey’s End.,”’ 


Fox Egyptian Light of We 
Stars.” 

Fox North Park—‘‘The Bad One.” 
Fox Fairmount—‘‘Return of Dr. Fu 
Manchu,”’ 

“All Quiet” at the Spreckels last 
two weeks surprised the show-wise 
boys here by standing ’em in line 
for aimost every performance. 
Packed ’em in for two weeks and 
feeling is the film could have con- 
tinued another week, 

Films are a nightly attraction this 
year at Coronado Tent City They're 
running silent in an outdoor lot. 


Savoy Players, trying to bolster 
up business, are importing guest 
stars each week. Belle Bennett 
featured this week, with Eugene 
O’Brien scheduled next week. 


Obituary 


EMMA MARBLE 

Emma Marble, 88, actress and 
member of one of America’s oldest 
theatrical families, died July 26 at 
her home, 575 West 183d _ street, 
New York city. Funeral services 
were held yesterday (29) in the 
Universal Chapel, 597 Lexington 
avenue, New York City. 

Miss Marble was the granddaugh- 
ter of William Warren, Sr., who 
arrived in this country in 1796 as 


a member of England’s’ second 
company of actors to come to 
America. Her uncle was the late 


William Warren, comedian of the 
30ston Museum company and her 
mother and father, Danford and 
Anna Warren Marble, were cele- 
brated players of their time. 

Miss Marble’s best known part 
was that of the queen in Edwin 
Bocth’s “Hamlet.” She was a close 
friend of the Booth family and 
could recall Lincoln’s assassination 
at the hands of John Wilkes Booth. 
Deceased is survived by two 
nieces, Mary Marble, actress, and 
wife of John W. Dunne, and Anna 
Marble Pollock, wife of Channing 
Pollock, playwright. 


JOSEPH R. DONEGAN 


Joseph R. Donegan, 54, for many 
years the best known man on 12th 
street, Kansas City, died July 22, at 
St. Joseph hospital, from an attack 
of bronchical pneumonia. The 
funeral was held Thursday, with in- 
terment in St. Louis, his boyhood 
home. 

Joe Donegan came to Kansas City 
30 years ago as representative for 
Ed Butler, St. Louis theatre man- 
ager, who also owned the Century 
theatre here, as well as the Edward 
hotel. Donegan not only managed 
the theatre and hotel but the 
Edwards Cabaret, and was actively 
associated in many other amuse- 
ment ventures. His last connection 
was as manager of Cuban Gardens, 
a popular resort and night club just 
across the river from Kansas City. 
He had a host of friends in the the- 
atrical and sporting professions and 
had made and given away several 
fortunes, but passed on compara- 
tively poor. 


JIM DIAMOND 

Jim Diamond, 49, of the former 
vaude team, Diamond and Bren- 
nan, died of pneumonia July 26 at 
his home in Freeport, L. I. Sybil 
Brennan, Diamond’s wife and stage 
partner, survives. They had no 
children, 

Mr. Diamond left the stage about 
a year ago. He was last in “Lady 
Fingers,’ musical, at the Vanderbilt 
theatre, going into that show short- 
ly after Mrs. Diamond retired from 
the stage. 

Leaving burlesque for vaude with 
Miss Brennan, Diamond and Mrs. 
Diamond became one of the stand- 
ard and best known comedy and 
song acts of vaude. They were 
headlined for years with their 
“Fisherman's Luck” act and later 
were the first to do Edward Burke's 
“The Fakir.“ 

For the past year Mr. Diamond 
held a position with a Wall street 
brokerage house. 

CHARLES A. BOYD 
Charles A. Boyd, 66, died July 25 


at the Kings County Hospital, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Boyd was born in Philadel- 
phia. He appeared in Hoyt & 
Thomas’ “Zig Zag”; P. J. Kennedy’s 


“Yon Yonson” and “Fortune Teller,” 


Fifteen new pigmy golf courses 


are under construction, and those! 


jalready in operation are getting fair | 
i play. 


besides in burlesque companies. His | 


last stage 


vaudeville, with quartets. 


Funeral services, under the aus- 
pices of the Actors’ Fund, were held 
Monday (28) from Campbell's 
Funeral Church, New York. Re- 
mains interred in his family plot in 


Greenwood Cemetery, beside the 
body of his sister, Ann Boyd, prom- 
inent actress, who died in 1916. 

He is survived by a brother, Wil- 
liam Boyd, of Haddonfield, N. J. 


JOHN PURVIS 
John Purvis, 87, vaudevillian and 
for years with animal acts, died 
July 19 in Somerville, N. J., of old 


age. While he had not been a mem- 
ber of the N. V. A. he had been 
under its care for some time and 
the club had charge of his burial. 
Hie was only known as Clown 
Purvis. 

Interment in Somerville. 

NIELS P. MIKKELSON 
Niels P. Mikkelson, 75, one-time 


bareback rider with the Barnum & 
Bailey cireus and once commended 
by P. T. Barnum as a 


rider, died July 19 in his home in 


Jerseyville, 11)., where he had lived 
in recent years. 

Mikkelson got his start in the 
circus in the old country, where 
during the Franco-Prussian war, of 
which he was a veteran, he had 
been experienced as a cavalaryman 
The Barnum show toured Europe 
soon afterward and Mikkelson 
turned to the tanbark at that time 
His widow and daughter survive. 


Robert Core Tremaine, 60, music 
critic and director, died July 24 
after an illness of two weeks at 
Asbury Park, N. J. 

Mr. Tremaine born in 
Lafayette, Ind. He had been music 
critic for the Kansas City “Journale 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF 


JAMES J. WILLIAMS 


Died July 27, 1920 
Mrs. James J. Williams, James 
J., Jr., and Boys of Globe Trans- 
fer Co. 


Post.” He owned and published 
newspapers in Pueblo, Colorado, and 
Wichita, Kansas, 

Mr. Tremaine was living in 
Asbury Park to be near his son, 
Paul Tremaine, band leader, at the 
Asbury Park Casino. Beside his 
son Paul, he is survived by his wife, 
Bertha Pratt Tremaine. 


Roscoe Tobias, 50, a song writer, 
shot himself to death in his home in 
Chicago July 24. He had been ill of 
eancer, His widow, Grace, sur- 
vives. Tobias was not well known. 


Gene O’Hara, 39, music publicity 
writer and once a dance instructor 
with Irene Castle, died July 21 at 
her home in Hollywood, 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 


Orpheuam—‘‘Sweet Mama”; vaude. 
Fox—"“Hell's Angels” (2d week). 


Metropolitan—“‘One Romantic Night.” 
Fifth Avenmue—‘‘Let Us Be Gay”; 


stage. 
Paramount—‘“Love Among the Mil- 
lionaires”’; stage. 
Coliseum—‘‘On the Level.” 
Blue Mouse—‘‘Hell's Island.” 
Music Box—“White Hell of Pitz Palu.” 


Eddie Cooke, Erlanger ‘rep in 
Northwest, had “Strictly Dishonor- 
able” at President last week, the 
Met running with Publix shows. 
Last two legit shows booked for 
Seattle folded up in California, but 
this one is getting along. 

Huggins, Leavit & Brown three 
shows out (carnival), with none 
making any dough. One show now 
at Bremerton, another in Idaho and 
third in Oregon. Season worse than 
last. 


Rose Room, night cafe in Butler 
hotel, closed last week, business be- 
ing off. May reopen Saturdays only 
or at lower cost for music. 

“epic drama of the 
Pendelton round- 


The annual 


west” will be the 


up, set for August 28-29-30 in the 


Oregon town. 

Wayne Pierson, publicity direct 
for Howard Hughes, travels 
private plane. Here past three we 
for “Hell's Angels.” 


ibout 


Jean Harlow, femme starin “Hel’s 


appearance was in 1928 in | 


principal | tapen 


Angels,” in for run at the Fox, and 
here in person last week for “a)- 
pearances,” admitted that she is 
suing for divorce from Charles F. 
McGrew, 2d, in Los Angeles county. 
| Suit filed last Oct. She getting 

375 alimony, a Beverly Hills home 
and some other considerations. ‘he 
blonde star says she was married in 
1926 when she was 16. 

PITTSBURGH 
By HAROLD W. COHEN 

Penn—‘‘Love Among the Millionaires”; 
stage show 

Stanley—‘“Top Speed’; stage show. 

Aldine—''Man From Wyoming.” 


Harris— ‘Hell's Isiand’’; stage show 

Enright—‘‘Dancing Sweeties’; st: _s 
show 

Sheridan Sq.—“Lawful 
week). 


Larceny” (id 


Warner, closed for month for re- 


pairs, scheduled to reopen August 
15 with John Barrymore in “Moby 
Dick.” 


Dorothy Raymond, legit, of west- 
ern company of “Street Scene,” here 
on visit. Goes out again in fall] with 
same play. 


Announcement of local manager 


for Shuberts to suceeed late John 
B. Reynolds expected within next 
couple of weeks. 

Jerry Mayhall also producing 


Harris, recently 
Mayhal) 
100. 


now at 
Ove! by Ww 


Eenright presentations, 


stage shows 
rners, 
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Women,” WB. 


FN. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 30, 1930 


HOLLYWOOD 


and Los Angeles 


“Variety's” Office, 6282 Hollywood Boulevard, at Vine Street (Taft Bldg.) 


Phone Hollywood 6141 


The following assignments were 
made at the studios last week: 

G. Pat Collins, Charles Grapewyn, 
“Social Error,” Par. 

Paul Porcasi, Eve Southern, Ju- 
liette Compton, “Morocco,” Par. 


tian’s Cotton Club. Louis Arm- 


strong, colored trumpeter, heads the 


troupe. 


George Whiting, vet stage dancer, 


has picked himself a midget golf 


Andre de Segu-/ .ourse spot at 
Edgemont. Rube ernstein an 
John V. A. Weaver, adaptation | <oiy violinsky are helping him. 


“Huckleberry Finn,” Par. 

3ella Lugosi, “Renegades,” Fox. 

George Chandler opposite Louise 
Fazenda in Darmour shorts. 

Zasu Pitts, “War Nurse,” M-G. 

Elvira Morla, lead in Spanish 
“Madame X,” M-G. 

Claudia Dell, lead in “Bad 

Perry Ivins to edit script of “Cat 
Creeps,” Univ. 

Bill Branch to Tiffany to write 
screen treatment for “The Creat 
White Trail.” 

Jean Hersholt, “East Is West,” U. 

Theodore Von Eltz and Montague 
Love “Cat Creeps,” U. 

Irene Rich and Rita Le Roy, 
“Check and Double Check,” Radio. 

Lucille La Verne, “Little Caeser,” 


Tully Marshall, Clara Blandick, 
Dick Winslow and Jackie Searle, 
“Tom Sawyer,” Par. 


After 12 .weeks in the East for 
R-K-O and Publix, Frank Melino 
is set for his second Fanchon and 
Marco route. It starts Aug. 14. 


Title changes last week were 
“Sez You, Sez Me” to “Devil With 
Women” (Fox), “Like Kelly Can” 
to “Love in the Rough” (Metro), 
“Red Sky” to “Tonight and You” 
(Fox), “Gay Caballero” to “Captain 
Thunder” (WB), and “Little Cafe” 
to “Playboy of Paris’ (Par). 


Ben Erlich, Chicago theatrical at- 
torney, is here to take the Califor- 
nia bar examination. He intends 
practicing here. 


Fox is getting reeady for another 
dedication. This time the bottle 
will break for two new stages to be 
completed shortly at Movietone 


the Strand theatre, 
adds 
circuit. 
tions Aug. 8. 


The Cohens, playbrokers, opened 


offices on the boulevard iast week. 
Albert J. Cohen, formerly handling 
real estate for the Shuberts, is ac- 
tively operating the office, 
Milton M. Cohen (no relative), local 
theatrical attorney with an office 
downtown, associated. 


with 


Joseph H. Seidelman, assistant 


manager of Par's foreign depart- 
ment, and Walter B. Cokell, budget 
and statistical chief, were elected 
assistant secretaries of Paramount- 
Publix Corp. 


Because Warners has Marilyn 


and Edward Morgan under long- 
term contracts it became necessary 
for one of these players to change 
their name. 
known as Marian Marsh. Both are 
under 18 And landed in pictures 
after being spotted by two different 
agents in Hollywood High. 


The sister will be 


Maurice Chevalier will appeaer in 


the Roosevelt hotel Blossom Room 
Thursday night (7) both as a com- 
pliment to Ben Bernie and for the 
benefit of 
Fund. Hotel has guaranteed $1,000 
to the fund and will charge $10 a 
plate for the evening. 
around 500. 


the French Hospital 


R00m seats 


Another switch in ownership of 
Long Beach, 
it to the Lazarus-Vinnicof 
It reopens after renova- 


The Greek theatre in Griffith 


Park, Los Angeles, has been turned 
over to the city by the contractors 


City. 


Frank Watanabe, Japanese radio 
comic, has been put under contract 
by KNX, 


Oliver Wallace replaced Milton 
Charles as organist at the Para- 
mount theatre. He will be assisted 
by Eddie McGill, singer. Charles is 
returning east. 


Larry Urbach will handle special 
publicity and exploitation on 
Pathe’s “Holiday” for its Coast pre- 
mier at the Carthay Circle. He 
acted in a similar capacity for “All 
Quiet on the Western Front” for U. 


Walter Brooks, who has. been 
staging shows in the east, will put 
on a new colored revue at Sebas- 


Wuen THE BIG SHOTS” 


OF STAGE AND SCREEN 


visiT HOLLYWOOD 
f. 


THEY ALWAYS LIVE AT THE 


PLAYGROUND OF THE STARS 


% 


Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


and is ready for public use. Seats 
4,300. Final installation ef equip- 
ment brings the cost to $188,000. 
Theatre has a garage for 42 play- 


ers’ cars, with free parking space 
nearby for 2,500 cars of patrons. 


Talker theatre under construction 


at Moorpark, Cal., will be operated 
by Don Mentor, local Chamber of 
Commerce secretary. 
draw from all towns in Simi valley. 


He figures a 


Cooper and Orren, Paul Howard 


and Phil Arnold have been engaged 
for Fanchon and Marco’s 


Bee” 
Colorado theatre, Pasadena, July 31. 


“Busy 


Idea. Unit opens at the 


OTTAWA, CAN. 


By W. M, GLADISH 

Perry Spencer, supervisor. of 
Paramount-Publix, is now mak- 
ing a tour of its theatres in eastern 
Canada to revise the plan of opera- 
tion in individual houses, various 
Publix features being adapted to 
Canadian procedure. Spencer is a 
native of western Canada, 

Dorothy Russell, who won the 
title of “Miss Paramount” in the 
popularity contest for the opening 
of the Paramount-Publix theatre at 
Asbury Park, N. J., is now making 
a tour of eastern Canada and New- 
foundland, the reward of the con- 


test. 

Corner-lot golf courses cannot be 
constructed anywhere and every- 
where in Ottawa, the Civic Board 
of Control has decided. J. G. Boyes 
was ordered to rip up a course he 
had started on a residential street, 
action being taken under the build- 
ing restriction by-law. Local trick 


links have been ordered to close at 
midnight. 


Famous Players has reopened the 
Empress, Penticton, B. C., after al- 
terations. Its a concrete structure, 


built in 1912. The full stage has 


SALE 20% DISCOUNT SALE: 


He 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS 
WE DO REPAIRING 


" 668 Seventh Avenue, between 40th 


Phones: Longacre 6 


| on All Leather Goods and Fitted Cases 
STRICTLY UNION MADE 


Professional Trunks 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


NATHANS, Inc. 


SOLE AGENTS FOR H & M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 


HAND 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
WRITE FOR CATALOG 


and 41st Streets, New York City 


197. Pennsylvania 9064 


been removed, proscenium taken 
out and new seats installed. 


Out-of-work musicians in Canada 
have organized the Canadian Mu- 
sicians’ Benevolent and Educational 
Association and funds are being 
raised to give employment through 
the organization of large orchestras 
for concerts and other features out- 
side of theatres. A campaign 
against “canned music” is promised. 


James Richardson & Sons, own- 
ing the Dominion, Winnipeg, deny 
house has been leased to G. 
Howden, They announce new com- 
pany has been organized to operate 
the house, closed since May. : 


Bert H. Soper, owner of the Capi- 
tol theatre, Smiths Falis, Ontario, 
is a candidate for a seat in the 
Canadian Parliament. The Capitol 
is operated as a unit of the Famous 
Players chain. 


Brenographs and other new 
equipment are being installed in 
numerous Canadian theatres. of 
Paramount. These installations are 
the forerunner of the introduction 
of Publix stage units, it is inti- 
mated. 


DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 


Majestic—‘‘Big Party’; vaude. 
Palace—‘‘Big. House’’; stage show. 
Melba—‘‘Anybody’s War.” 

Old Mill—‘‘Dangerous Nan McGrew.” 
Capitol—'‘‘Pace That Kills.” 


Road shows of “Strange Inter- 
lude” and “Strictly Dishonorable” 
scheduled for State Fair auditorium 
here in December. Premiere attrac- 
tions of newly organized southern 
municipal auditorium circuit, booked 
from Memphis. 


Publix will renew contract with 
musicians’ local Aug. 15. No trouble 
in air, but likely there will be shake 
up in Palace stage band unit, where 
some of the members have held on 
for more than 7 years. , 


Texas state fair board spending 
nearly $400,000 improving grounds 
for annual event opening here Oct. 
11, for 17 days. Over 300 men work- 
ing daily. 


LOUISVILLE 


By RICHARD B. GILBERT 


Alamo—‘‘Recaptured Love.” 


Mary Anderson—“‘Sweethearts and 
Wives.” 
; Brown—‘‘Alias French Gertie’; ‘Fall 
ruy.”’ 


State—‘‘Raffles.” 
Strand—‘'Women Everywhere.” 


Floyd R. Heth, concession opera- 
tor with the L. J. Heth Greater Car- 
nival, who was arrested last week 
on a charge of criminal attack 
brought by Labina Elizabeth King, 
15, is being held without bond. 
Oct. 14 has been set as the date for 
his trial. 


The Brown theatre goes into a 
split-week policy of talking features 
and is currently playing “Alias 
French Gertie” for the first half and 
“The Fall Guy” for the last half. 


for exploitation. Last week a piece 
of mint candy was presented to 
every patron leaving the 
through a tie-up with a local candy 
shoppe. The coolness of the mint 
and the house were compared and 
an advertisement for the 
feature, “Raffles,” 
each wrapper. 


was printed on 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 


Buffalo—‘‘For the Defense.” 
Century—‘‘Anybody's War.” 
Hipp—‘‘Man From Wyoming.” 
Great Lakes—‘‘Romance.” 


Holly wood—“‘Richest Man in World.” 


Nightly municipal dances at Gro- 
ver Cleveland Park were approved 
by the finance committee of the 
Buffalo Common Council this week. 
Complaint by the Musicians’ Asso- 
ciation that non-resident bands 
have been employed at local parks 
brcught about investigation of the 
park dancing situation. It was as- 
certained that colored bands play- 
ing the parks had been booked by 
dance concessionaires. Objections 
were withdrawn when concessions 
agreed to hire local musicians at 
expiration of present contract this 
month, 


: Miniature golf courses are to be 
installed in Buffalo parks this sum- 
mer. It is stated that three such 


municipal courses in Cleveland upon 


Loew’s State is going in strong 


theatre 


coming 


which city receives 10% of the 
gross, aggregated $1,200 last month 
to the municipal coffers, 


National chains, operating locally 
reported to be asking for from two 
to five months’ protection on neigh- 
borhood houses in certain zones. 
Conferences being held now be- 
tween the distributors, chain oper- 
ators and neighborhecod houses di- 
rected toward ironing out the sit- 
uation. Neighborhoods squawking. 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By GEO. R. WEINTRAUB 


Pathe is to do sequence along 
the beach here to be used in a fu- 
ture production. starring Helen 
Twelvetrees. Edward L. Symons, 
in charge of the Pathe exhibit at 
the American Fair in the Municipal 
auditorium, is trying to secure the 
personal appearance of the star. 


Simultaneously with the hour 
when President Hoover touches the 
button in the White House an- 
nouncing the beginning of the War- 
ner Bros. Silver Anniversary, Aug. 
1, the Warner management here 
will stage a big matinee benefit, 
the proceeds of which will go to the 
Betty Bacharach Home for Crippled 
Children, 


Owen Davis’ “Ninth Guest,” a 
Woods production; Stange’s “Now 
or Never,’ which John Golden is 
sponsoring, and “Luana,” the Ham- 
merstein musical version of “The 
Birc of Paradise,” are listed for 
Apollo showings during August. 


BRONX, N. Y. C. 


Mickey Mouse Club formed at the 
Fox Park Plaza by Jules Fields, 
house’s press agent, huge success. 
Yirst meeting drew more than 2,000 
children, and second almost twice 
that number. Fieids interested 
Uncle Robert, children’s welfare 
werker and very popular in that 
borough, in the move. 


Joe Endler handling publicity for 
Metropolitan Pool. Local news- 
peLerman. 


If Fox does not get a purchaser 
for its United States theatre, the 
structure will be converted into a 
garage, 


DENVER 


By J. A. ROSE 


Aladdin—‘'Good Intentions.” 

Tabor — “Sweethearts and Wives’; 
stage show. 

Rialto—‘‘The Border Legion.” 

Denver—‘“‘Our Blushing Brides’’; stage 
show. 

America—‘“'On the Level.” 

Elitch’s—‘‘Rebound” (stock). 


Notices to vacate have been 
served on tenants in the Orpheum 
building which means that the new 
Orpheum will probably be started 
this fall. 


“Street Scene” and “It’s a Wise 
Child” tentatively booked for fall 
at the Broadway. 


Walter Sinclair, New Orleans, has 
been made director of the Civic the- 
atre of the University of Denver, 
succeeding Maurice Gensin, who 
goes to the Little theatre of the 
Art Institute, Chicagy. 


Oscar R. Hanson, sales mer., Tif- 
fany, and Mannie Brown, Los An- 
geles division manager, are here 
for MPTOA convention. 


The Denver is planning a lobby 
refrigerator show. 


J. T. Sheffield has sold the Gothic 
and George Perrin is manager now. 


The Palm at Littleton, town 12 
miles out, has quit. Too many sound 
houses in towns close by. .M. W. 
Kissey was owner. 

Opening of Publix Paramount has 
been sct back two weeks to Au- 
gust 29. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 


Lyric—“Double Cross Roads.” 
Indiana—‘“ Holiday.” 
Palace—“‘Let Us Be Gay.” 
Circle—“‘The Cuckoos.” 
Apollo—"“Women Everywhere.” 
Ohio—“Safety in Numbers,” 


Harry Goldberg, 26, Detroit, thea- 
tre promoter, charged with con- 
Sspiracy in plot to defraud Harry 
Mueller, Anderson theatre man, 
sentenced one to seven years, 

Mildred Wood, 26, burlesque, ar- 
rested on charge of indecency after 
she unwrapped too many garments. 


| PROVIDENCE 


By A. A. MARCELL 
western 
ictory—‘‘Sho 
Carlton—Stock. 
jestic—“Paramount Par: 
Paramount—‘‘Love 
aires.” 
Loew's State—‘‘Romance.” 
. Rialto—2nd run. 


Foster Lardner, until a few 
weeks ago manager of R-K-O Al. 
bee theatre here, sailed for Europe 
(26) from New York with Mrs 
Lardner. Lardner says he has been 
retained by New York interests tg 
look over European plays for pos. 
sible production here, 


Charles McLeary, who, a few 
months ago, won post of manager 
for Loew’s Jersey City theatre, ig 
back in Providence filling in during 
vacation of John P. McCarthy 
house manager. McLeary was as. 
sistant house manager of the Proy. 
idence house for over a year. 


Carlton, Fay house, running sum. 
mer stock, closes Aug. 2 for month 
to reopen Labor Day. House under. 
stood running in the red. Fay 
opened stogk when R-K-O failed to 
continue Albee stock. 

James Thatcher, half owner of 
the Century Play Company of New 
York, is associated with Fay in 
stock company here. Members of 
the new company are mostly all of 
former members of Albee company, 


MILWAUKEE 


By FRANK J. MILLER 
Athambra—‘‘Those Who Dance.” 
Davidson— Dark. 

Garden—‘‘Let Us Be Gay.” 
Majestic—‘“Road to Paradise.” 
Merrill—‘‘Sea Bat." 
Pabst—Dark. 
Palace-Orpheum—‘‘Hell's Island.” 
Riverside—‘‘Flirting Widow”; vaude. 
Strand—‘‘Way Out West.” 
Wisconsin—‘‘Love Among the Million- 
aires’’; stage show. 


Warner Brothers have brought on 
engineers from New York to super- 
vise placing of new acoustical and 
sound equipment and screens in the- 


chains. Work will be completed in 
about ten days. 


Terrific heat, hottest days in thir- 
ty years, put a sad, sad crimp in 
local grosses in spite of icicles in the 
advertising. But the Courtney- 
Laitman fight at the old dog track 
pulled them in. 


ST. PAUL 


By GEORGE H. BRADLEY 
Paramount—‘‘Unholy 3." 
R-K-O Orpheum—‘“Not Damaged” and 
vaude, 
Riviera—‘‘Swanson's Big Night Out.” 
Tower—“‘‘Social Lion.” 
Strand—‘‘Man From Blankley's” (24 


un). 
Shubert—“Primrose Path.” 


r 


Another kind of opposition on 
against shows locally is start of 
excursions on the Mississippi for 
Sundays. Great Western road hauls 


embark for 60-mile river trip at 
$2.50 per copy. 


With revues slipping here, Pub- 
lix took the bull by the horns and 
turned Fox second edition of Mo- 
vietone Follies into “Swanson’s Big 
Night Out” with El Brendel, an ace 
in the St. Paul movie deck, played 
up as the star. 


For first time since talkers camé 
Publix will not have exclusive St. 
Paul outlet for Warner Bros.’ prod- 
uct. With two houses to supply, 
R-K-O took on Warners in addition 
to Pathe, Columbia and Universal. 
Tiffany only large independent 
group not dealing. 


FAMOUS 
STEIN BOOKLET 


“HOW TO MAKE UP” 


Complete instruction in the "Art 
of Make-Up” for amateur am 


in color. Free to anyone. Write 


STEIN COSMETIC CO. ¥ 
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MONTREAL 


His Majesty’s—Dark. 
Palace—‘‘Holiday.” 
Capitel—‘‘Shadow of the Law.” 
Loew’s—‘Cheer Up and Smile.” 
Princess—-"‘Loving the Ladies."’ 
Imperial—‘‘He Knew ‘Women.” 
Roxy—‘‘Searlet Lady.” 

Strand—Double «bill. 

Empress —Double ‘pil 

heum—Stock. 

“Members! of the Theatre Owners’ 
Association... of, the. Province of 
Quebec have formed a. Theatre 


Worth,.&. Mark 


Safety Committee which will make} 


+ thorough inspection of theatres ir 


this city’ and‘-province .to assure } 


iyapid evacuation of places of amuse- 
ment and to guard against panic. 
Two admissions for the price of 
one at Orpheum (stock) Prin- 
cess (films) given to employees of 
big industrial and transpentation 
aconeerns here ‘have not been a, suc; 
4.Primo Carnera, heavyweight fight+ 
er, lavishly ballyhooed as. prineipal 
in three exhibition fights at the ball 
park here, failed to materialize since 
he was stopped at border and sent 
back to New York, Advance: sale 
said to have run around-$20,000 an 
*morney hall to’ be:.returne@.  Pro- 
mgters suffered considerale loss on 
advertising, tickets and posters and 
vhiring of other fighters; ‘ 


All amusemént ‘parks runnin 
capacity, week nights as well a 


“weék-ends. 


“TORONTO. 


* By MURRAY SINCLAIR 


Amperial—‘Love ; Among. , Millionaires.” 


... Uptown: closed ‘for two weeks. 
Air-cooled system’ being installed. 


Some F, P. Can. shareholders whoa 
‘@idn’t trade ‘stock for Paramount 
Publix before deal closed asking to 
‘be let in now. 


, ©: P. Can, stock down to 43. Sell- 
ing around 60, when deal‘ started) 
At this time’ last year. 


No announcement made here yet 
that F. P. Can. may crop all legit 
in houses controlled by them. Ex; 
pected shortly. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER F. BAHN 
Wieting— Dark. 
Blushing Brides.” 
Shooting’; vaudé. 
aramount—‘‘The Sap from Syracuse.” 
Srand—“The Way of All Men.” 
ry kel—"“Wild Company,” first half; 
oung Desire,” last half. 
Empire —Three changes weekly. 


drew two world pre- 
ee last week, “The Sap From 
yracuse” debuting at the Para- 


mount and “The Ws f All P 
at the Strand. 


booker has a_ sense of 
"Bin: To supplement “Our 

ushing Bride,” current feature, 
€ sent “Beuncing Babies,” Our 
ang comedy. 


Koriving for juvenile patronage, 
eith’s on Saturday further re- 
its children’s tariff to 15 
pe Loew's, which put. the 15 

rate in effect several weeks 
8g0, found it beneficial. 


: SAN FRANCISCO 


BY WALTER RIVERS 

p Max Shane, ‘publicity airector for 
Sic n ‘Xx on the Pacific Coast, has re- 
aa to £0 with Fox Fikhm in New 


Another Publix twitch is Jack 


& Go - 
Phone: White Lake 114 
Write for Book “Vv” 


Gault, former manager Rialto, Port- 
land, to become publicity director of 
Publix’s California. theatre here. 
Transfers in. Publix houses have 
been frequent here recently. 


Richard Allen has been signed by 
Dick Wilbur to: play leads with the 
Wilbur Stock Company, opening in 
the Liberty theatre, Honolulu, Sep- 
tember 26. | 


BE. H. GODDING 
_Paramount—"“Holiday”; stage show. 
(2d week). 
{| Valentine——“‘Raffles.” : 
theon—'‘‘Road to Paradise.” 


rincess—‘‘Czar' of Broadway.” 
State—‘‘Cock o’ the Walk.” 


‘Bill. Exton, : Publix p.a. at Para- 
‘mount here, promoted to city man- 
ager of Publix theatres in Muncie, 
Ind. | 


City council ‘to probe opening: of 
municipal-Tom: Thumb golf. course. 
Course just finished, and rumors 
were it would be let as a conces- 
sion, 


‘| Halray has opened a magic studio 
‘here. and will -teach beginners 
magic, 


“ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
By DON RECORD 


Lyceum—Dark., 


R-KO Palace—‘‘Svenson’s Wild Party’”’; 
vaude. 

R-K-O Temple—‘'Temptation,” ‘Rough 
Romance,” 

Loew’s Rochester — “Our Blushing 
Brides.,”’ 


Eastman—‘“Love Among Millionaires.”’ 
from Wyoming.” 
Strand—Change. 

Family—Change. 


Bert Caley is stage manager of 
the free open air shows at Sea 
Breeze Park. |: , ; 


J. Wesley. Gross, owner of Peer- 
less theatre, Cuba, ‘is installing 


sound and applied for referendum 
on Sunday shows. 


‘Pickled whale’ and lectures 
offered by Pacific. Whaling Co., Inc., 
drawingi fair crowds: at B., R. & P. 
station. William Gavronski, young- 
esti member of:Byrd expedition, one 


“i Maurice Gaby, Corning, who takes 
over Strand, Hornell, Aug. 1, is in- 


stalling sound. Also owns houses 
in’ Gorning, ..Painted Post. and 
Rochester. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


_ Minnesota—“Love Among the Million- 


aires’: Publix unit stage show, ‘Magic 
Melodies.”’ 

iOrpheum — “The Florodora Girl’; 
vaude. 

Century—“‘All Quiet on the Western 
Front’ (2d week). 

State—“‘Swanson's Big Night Out.” 

Shubert—‘“‘Paradise Island,”’ 
High.” 

Aster—‘“‘The Big Party.’’ 


Sells-Floto circus, with Tom Mix, 
hére for two days last week, did 
poorly. Mix, in person, had played 
town before at Minnesota. Miller 
Brothers’ 101° Ranch Wild West 
show, here for two days this week, 
had big edge over Sells-Floto in ad- 
vertising and exploitation. Circus 
business reported as away off 
throughout entire Northwest. 


“Rain or Shine” will be the first 
Coliimbia picture’ to go into the 
R-K-O Orphetm here under the 
new nation-wide arrangement be- 
tween Columbia and R-K-O. 


Radio 


(Continued from page. 96) 


or what. The talkers’ effect on 
yester-season’s silent screen favor- 
ite was the best example. 

That Vallee manages to remain as 
popular and is now somewhat of an 
institution considering the limita- 
tions of Radio longevity is the more 
to his’ credit, it was argued. 

Radio and the Artist 

Vallee best sums up Radio so far 
as the artist is concerned. Radio 
makes and breaks ’em with the 
public fancy just as quickly as it 
makes the popular songs which in 
turn make the Vallees possible, A 
stage artist and also the screen 
player will require a succession of 
plays or pictures covering a period 
of a few months to many years be- 
fore the public first becomes con- 


scious of the pérsonality. Prom 


Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


Electric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 


£37-139 West 45th St. 


everything of the 
immons 


best — 8 

furniture (Beauty- 
rest mattresses), hot 
and cold water, tele- 
phones, 


fession—in the heart of the 
theatrical section. 
Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 


then on it’s up to the artist to main- 
tain a certain norm and as soon as 
that standard is not parred, whether 
it’s once or twice or a few lapses 
in keeping up to snuff, so soon does 
the public drop him or her. 

Radio is faster. And more potent. 
And more deadly. That goes both 
ways. Over night, as with Vallee, 
it makes a nation Rudy-conscious. 
Over night it can denature the kick 
that favorite gives you. That Val; 
lee is holding up was the point in 
question. 

Radio is now becoming conscious 
of the fact that outstanding per- 
sonalities are not to be had for the 
asking nor to be popularized at will. 


Hence, the same contributory 
factors which blend themselves 
into fashioning any worth-while 


entertainment are now concentrat- 
ing their talents on Radio. pe 
actors, writers, salesmen, continuity 
men, idea men, public psychologists, 
analysts, advertisers, advertising 
men, public relations’ counsels, ex- 
ecutives, musicians and the like are 
dovetailing their combined  re- 
sources with an eye to the “mike” 
which diseminates something into 
few or many hundreds of thousands 
of homes, depending on the. effec- 
tiveness of the program idea. 


The Commercial Advertiser 


The motivating force behind 
everything in broadcasting as it 
stands today is the commercial ad- 
vertiser. He pays the piper. The 
public enjoys the playing, osten- 
sibly gratis, but subtly intended to 
be the ultimate payer for the radio 


piper. The advertiser is merely ad- 
vancing the fee for the entertain- 
ment but expects to collect 


abundantly in the end. Or at least 
that’s the idea, Thus far the idea 
has worked out. Else the com- 
mercial advertisers wouldn’t be on 
the air so repeatedly. 

Main problem now is to minimize 
this advance payment for talent and 
increase the value. 

The stage “name” factor has had 
its trial and been found wanting. 
Answer to this is the radio-made 
favorites proving the best bets in 
the end, Let them go from Radio 
to Stage but not vice versa. It 
costs too much that way. When 
the stars of the stage are wanted 
on the air, it’s not for their radio 
talents alone but for their stellar 
allure; their drawing power to con- 
centrate dial-interest at a certain 
hour on a certain night for a cer- 
tain purpose wherein some adver- 
tiser subtly, through the medium 
of a palatable admixture of adver- 
tising and entertainment, gets its 
advertising message over to mil- 
lions. That’s when the star earns 
his fee. 

Shortcomings 


Excepting that the star system 
hasn’t worked out as simply as all 
that of recent months. It was great 
for a while. They went big for the 
John McCormacks, Al Jolsons, Will 
Rogers’, Paul Whitemans and the 
like. All sustained their reps as 
a matter of fact, i. e., ali of these 
named. 

But there has been many another 
satellite who was found to have 
about the same_ shortcoming in 
registering for the microphone as a 
beautiful actress has experienced 
in the past in screening properly for 
pictures. 

That’s why Radio would rather 
develop its own and build them 
into air names. 

The Vallees, the Amos ’n’ Andys, 
the “Rise of the Goldburgs” and 
kindred highlights that are natively 
tadio are therefore preferred. They 
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STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT. $15.00 UP 


_ Mrs, Jackson now in charge 


— 


but not for the purpose for which 
and by which they are sponsored. 
Hence the newer trend in radio+ 
mindedness. Advertisers are off 
haphazard variety programs. Now 
is the time ‘they want the artisans 
of the ether; the contrivers and 
compilers of likely radio entertain- 
ment. . Here’s. where, skillful radio 
showmanship, something which, thus 
far has been an abstract term—will 
have its innings. 
The B’way Tempo 

Now only are the real. showmen 
of Broadway hieing themselves over 
to Fifth and Madison and mixing 
into executive radio councils. For 
the big chains with their fashion- 
able east side headquarters have 


value of Broadway’s tempos and: if 
both can be mated a new era in 
Radie; is prophesied. 
Perhaps the only deterrent may be, 
that by 'the time this happy blending 
of Timés square showmanship’ and 
broadcasting studio exploitation 
comes, to, pass, the Television ele- 
ment. .may become a factor. 
But that’s ahead of tthe story, or 
it may’ be the very next step follow- 
ing Radio’s showmanly evolution. 
But back of it anyway is the gen- 
eral desire to get away from’ the 
personality from, which in turn a 
fickle public may turn. It’s best to 
give them palatable, well-balanced 
programs, substantiated by some 
serviceable idea, replete with en- 
gaging interest and showmanship— 
but, of course, that’s something 
show business in general is also 
trying to attract unto itself. 


Not Advertising Agency’s 


(Continued from page 96) 


matter, to boldface the important 
features. The relative importance 
is so limited that practically the 
game assortment of bands falls reg- 
ularly under the ‘Best Features on 


the Air Tonight” classification. 
Can't Ginger Up 
Radio, for all its vital direct: re- 


lationship with the household and 
the family, is thoroughly lacking in 
the essential electric spark to keep 
the public on an alert radio qui vive. 
That's why despite all the ele- 
ments in favor of keeping the fam- 
ily indoors near the hearth and fire- 
side and all that sort of thing, they’ll 
still chance all sorts of weather or 
distance to patronize the theatre, 
Radio isn’t so terribly competitive 
to the theatre—as yet. 


One Good Slogan 


Meantime, the adv. agencies are 
trying to get somewheres, eagerly 
hungry to absorb this new radio 
showmanship. The Lawrence C. 
Gumbinner agency, Milton Goodman 
in charge of ‘radio, ballyhoos that 
“while money will put a radio pro- 
gram in the air, only Showmanship 
will put it in the ear.” <A true 
enough slogan. 

Thus far, with the exception of 
this agency the chain gtations and 
the artists comprising the bigger 
radio commercials accept the aver- 


manifested a recognition of the | 


THE DUPLEX 


‘ HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Medallion 8587 
Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen, Modern in every 


particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 


station and artists, the agency 
represents the actual commercial 
sponsor—the advertiser. While the 
ad agencies seem well-meaning 
enough in an endeavor to maintain 
a high radio quality, their best in- 
tentions otherwise are negative. 
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Castleton & Mack 
Jerome’ Mann 
Robert Cloy 
Mary Price 


Jeanne Alexandrea 
George Prize 
Jack Viaskin 
Ruth Leavitt 


3 Bricktops WASHINGTON 
M Bissett Dancers (1-7) 
SPRINGE’D, MASS. Fox (1) 


“Peasant” 
June Worth 


Palace (2) 
“B'way Venuses”’ 


Mel Klee Johnson & Dyker 
16 Beauty Winners | Deihl Sis 
Aerial Bartletts General Levine 


Wells & Winthrop 

Freda Sullivan 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Fox (1) 

“City. Service” 

Shapiro & O'Malley 


Beicher Dancers 
WORCESTER 
Palace (2) 
“Changes” 
Baker & Hadley 
Walzer & Dyer 


Seb Meza Muriel Gardner 
Laddie La Monte YAKIMA, WASH, 
George Jage Capitol (2-3) 


“Rose Garden” 

R Donahue & Uno 
Harold Stanton 
Hall & Essley 

3 Jacks & 1 Queen 
Helen Petch 


PROVINCIAL 


Frank Sterling 
UTICA, N. Y. 
Avon (2) 
“Gyp Gyp Gypsy” 
International Com’s 
F Evers & Greta 


BIRMINGHAM HULL 
Empire Palace 
Chefalos’s “Pontoon” Ltd Rev 
Grand Arthur White 

LEEDS 
oe Empire 
Luck of Navy “Laidler’s Reply” 
BRADFORD epry 
Alhambra Royal 
Balliol & Merton H Deane Repertory 
CARDIFF LIVERPOOL 
Empire Empire 
‘Blue Blood of Var’ | “Dear Love’ 
NEWCASTLE 
Andy & Irving “Casi Empire 
Tom Fagen Casino de Paris 
The Brownie Boys NEWPORT 
EDINBURGH Empire 
Empire “Happy Days” 
Debroy Somers NOTTINGHAM 
Blondie Hartley Empire 
Collinson & Dean Archie Pitt's 
The Buckleys Gracie Field 
Ben Said Royal 
GLASGOW “French Leave” 
Alhambra PORTSMOUTH 
Nelson Keys Royal 
Louise Maxim “Apple Cart” 
Damiern & Edie SHEFFIELD 
Piccadilly 3 Empire 
Gladys Sewell “Painted Dolls” 
Valerie Coats Fred Marsh 
Van Dock SOU THSEA 
Empire King’s 
Winstanley’s Babes | “Middle Watch’ 
Doreen & Arthur SWANSEA 
Jerry & Co Empire 
Sir Robert Peel Bd| Billy Merson 
Jean McKean “Potted Person’ ” 
Tommy Grinder Elsie Keene 
Robinson & Mackin Bert Weston 
Jack Patterson Power & Page 
HANLEY Wade & Earle 
Grand Madge Kennedy 
Personality Peaches 


“Bright Young P” 
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age adv. agency as a necessary evil. 


may flop on the stage or screen 
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SHOW GIRLS’ 


Bway Hotels 70% Empty and Broke, 


With Actors Owing 


New York hotel biz is limping 
through the worst season ever ex- 
perienced. In the Times Square 
sector alone, of the 15,000 rooms 
Sor thereabouts in hotels catering 
largely to theatrical people, more 
than 70% are unoccupied. 

This season’s events are breaking 

all the record low marks made by 
S hotels in 1913. In that year, worst 
up to now, the vacancy average was 
around 60%, with a lesser number 
of hotels. 

Two of the major New York 
hostelries, Park Central and Para- 
mount, are struggling in receiver- 
ship, while the managements of the 
Plymouth, Victoria, Knickerbocker, 
Somerset and President have been 
dispossessed. Around 15 others are 
on the verge of receivership, all 
likely to blow any minute. 

Park Central lost $387,000 the past 
year. It leads the pack into the 
red, but with others not far behind, 
some so far the operators are com- 
mencing to believe they’ll never 


(Continued on page 29) 


HAD TO SAVE 10 LIVES 
TO GET THE LAST HALF 


Sam Summers and Estelle Hunt 


(Mrs. Summers) had to save 10 
lives to get a last half. 

The vaude couple played the 
R-K-O Flushing last week on 


Strength of publicity received when 
ataging the rescue in the water off 
Long Beach the previous Sunday. 

Summers and Hunt pulled three 
out of the water and seven others 
from a burning cruiser while boat- 
ing in the bay. They were heavily 
publicized by the local papers for 
their heroism, the Flushing date re- 
Sulting. 


Tragic Predicament of 
Athlete With Film Beard 


Ww Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
iether Bond, U. S. C. student and 
i =. player, who was given a bit 
as e Big Trail” at Fox, has a 
es ce to continue his screen career 
plete his college education 
pth @ same time. Only fly in the 
i ne is that he grew a full beard 

“Trail” and the beard 
ges - 
etment asset for a new as 

Howard Jones, football coach at 
Says that if Bond 

. e beard he’s off the team, as 

muff would be too big an advan- 
me for the opponents. 

the — must now decide to give up 

eard and career, or education. 


Air Cooled Automats 
restaurant chain to install 
Plants in each one of its 


Ga ur? 
will be the Horn & Hard- 
t Automats. 


First 


| ing Them $500,000 


The Food Squawker 


One fellow of a Times Square 
group mentioned he had had 
an eight-course dinner’ the 
night before for $1.25. 

“It’s beyond me,” he added, 
“how they can do it.” 

When another remarked: 

“Probably the caviar is do- 
mestic.” 


THE 3 GREAT PROBLEMS 
OF MARRIED WOMEN 


Tired husbands and what to do 
with or about them is a problem 
often brought forward for solution 
by housewife listeners-in to the 
Peggy Wintrop Hour on WJZ. 


Since Miss Wintrop recommends 
Lux in the course of her advice to 
the perplexed, it suggests tired hus- 
bands should wash in Lux. 

Irritable husbands also seem a 
puzzle to America’s home-keepers 
who turn the radio on while they 
do their morning chores. Those 
who aren’t still burning about their 
husbands’ testy dispositions are 
steamed up about what may be go- 
ing on at the office between hubby 
and his sec. 

Aside from 
ladies want to know 
thin and still live. 


Detroit’s 16 All-Niters 


Detroit, Aug. 5. 
Whereas in former years a sober 
man had to go to the Turkish baths 
to stay out all night Detroit gives 
him a choice. Eight all night grind 
sound picture houses and as many 
midget golf courses are a sample 
of what the insomnia sufferers can 

get for late hour diversions here. 


Floyd Gibbons an Act 


Floyd Gibbons will be a featured 
attraction week Aug. 23 at the 
%-K-O Palace, New York. 

The high-speed talker will receive 
33,500 for the seven days, the same 
amount as reported for his radio 
salary for any week. 


these worries, the 
how to get 


Chi’s Nu(de) Worry 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

The back-to-nature movement 
among Chi’s swimming set is driv- 
ing the cops nuts trying to enforce 
the moral code. 

In the nude is the mode, even in 
broad daylight; and easily 
shocked are getting one continual 
blush when driving along the outer 
auto boulevard, 


JOHNS 


Racketeers and Small-Time 
Gamblers Take Pony Golf 
Course Behind Roxy 
Theatre for Late Hour 
Recreation—$2 Bets Paid 
Off While You Wait 


GOLFING AT 4 A. M. 


There may be something for 
crystal gazers to delve into, but 
right now midget golf on Broadway 
is a merger of the chorus girl’s 
mania for something new and the 
racketeer’s penchant for gambling. 

Broadway is witnessing the evo- 
lution of a midnight craze. Some 
call it a sport. That’s only the way 
they begin. 

The Main Stem’s only miniature 
golf spot has two midget 18-hole 
courses, with the most colorful 
motley of varied gentry and girl 
types to be seen anywhere after 
theatre hours. They’re the sifting 
variety that filter through Broad- 
way’s night life. 

The courses are on 5list street, 

(Continued on page 29) 


san 


SPINACH EGGS 


EXCHANGE FOR 
ADMISSION 


Des Moines, Aug. 5. 


Small houses in this territory are 
accepting farm products in lieu of 
regular admission. Idea started by an 
800-seat house in a farm community 
where money was the most impor- 
tant stranger. Manager met the 
folks and swapped products for ad- 
mission, deciding how many could 
see the show for two chickens, a 
dozen eggs or a bunch of spinach. 

Scheme worked out so well other 
houses have taken it up, with all 
reported a fair play. 

Daytimes the house managers 
peddle the night’s proceeds. 

Patrons are said to welcome the 
coinless ease-in, with most getting 
friendly with the theatre managers 
and in nearly every case giving 
them the long end of the bargain, 


Another Contest 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
As endurance tests are now 
taking all forms,and fancies, 
plans are reported under way 
here for a street walking con- 
test. 


Ist Television Station in U. S. 


Starting in Chi, Sets at $200 Up 


= 


The Modern Way 


To sex up the exploitation on 
the new D. W. Griffith histori- 
cal picture a suggestion, cred- 
ited to Lynn Farnol, is to make 
the billing: 

Abraham (Buddy) Lincoln, 

This might entice the flap- 
pers by association of ideas. 


BEAUTIFUL ENGLISH 
GETTING SOME SOCKS 


London, July 24. 

Ienglish revolt has started. 

Fierce snarls which have been 
straying round the sticks since the 
talkers came are now concentrating 
themselves on the society lingo of 
London, 

Saps who used to rave about the 
language are now raving against it. 

The talkers get the blame. 

Three years back English, as 
spoken in Mayfair, was the purest, 
loveliest tongue on earth, So May- 
fair said. 

Then those talkers made _ the 
town talk American. If you've 
never heard an Englishman try to 
talk American you've no idea what 
it means for a Siamese to try Ger- 
man. 


Legman here, looking for some- 
thing to write about in a town in 
which nothing ever happens, started 
a stunt simplifying public 
notices. 

The result was a letter from a 
Captain Someone, asking him to 
head a campaign for the Abolition 
of American Slang. Unit is being 
registered and offices acquired. 

Idea is the beautiful language 
must be kept beautiful. 


15-YR-OLD TREE SITTER 
GIVEN THEATRE JOB 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

David Hogan, 15-year-old local 
tree-sitter, who remained aperch at 
limb for more than 300 hours, re- 
ceived a contract for a week’s en- 
gagement at one of the uptown 
movie houses here. ; 

He told of his feat and did a song 
and dance. 

Hogan claims to be the world’s 
champion tree-sitter. 


Boo-Dooping the West 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Boop-dooping is just making its 
bow to this western civilization. 
Publix-Great States hired 
Claire Bart, winner of the New 
York boop-dooping clash, to hold 


contests in houses through Llinois 
and Indiana, : 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

First newspaper-owned Television 
broadcast station in America will 
be operating here in two weeks, 
when WMAQ, Chicago “Daily 
News” station, gets underway. At 
the same time Western Television 
Corp. will’ put on the Chi market 
1,200 television receiving sets to 
sell from $200 up. 

Initial programs will dig deep 
into the legit. They will empboy 
only those who pass regular screen 
tests and have stage presence. With 
the weekly change of faces and 
voices it is figured the station will 
give employment to many legit and 
vaude performers who remained 
away from radio in this section, 

Regular make-up artist, such as 
is employed in _ pictures; 
used with emphasis 
looks, figure and voice of the artist 

At present WCFL and WENR 
here are also experimenting with 
Television, with the government 
granting only four stations the 
privilege to place the pictures on 
the air. 

As soon as WMAQ proves itself, 
it is intended to run a regular pro- 
gram, along with the legit offering, 


of talking motion pictures, These 
will be made by the Chi “Daily 
News” picture men and will be 


stories of the city and late minute 
news. 

First programs will reach a 50- 
mile radius of the station. 


ON RADIO, STAGE AND 
NOW SCREEN; NOT YET 4 


Bobby Dukes, the three-year-old 
kidlet who came to attention in 
a newsreel shot, goes to the coast 
Sunday for Metro on a year’s con- 
tract with options. 

This is the youngster whose 
“Stein Song” over WCAU, Phila- 
delphia, brought him orally to at- 
tention. Fox movietoned him next, 
which decided on the contract. 

Metro plans to make him ane- 
other Jackie Coogan, He will go 
in a feature. 

His vaude salary for a couple 
of weeks around Philly was $1,560; 
it’s considerably less in pictures. 
Ned Dodson booked the baby. 


Smali Town Divisions 

McGregor, Iowa, Aug. 5. 
Charles and John Sawvell are 
erecting an open air dance pavilion; 
William Goergen and Milton God- 
dard have erected a miniature golf 
course, while W, H. C. Elwell and 
Mrs, C. A. Luse are backing a shuf- 
fle-board court. 


BROOKS! 
COSTUMES | 


WNS AND UNIFORMS 
1437 BWAY. NY. TEL 5560 PENN 
ALSO 25,000 COSTVIMES TO RENT 
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